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INTRODUCTION. 



I'F a concatenation of events centered in one 
great a£iion, events which gave birth to the pre- 
fent comn^rcial fyftem of the world; if thefe be 
of the firft importance in the civil hiftory of man- 
kind, the Lufiad, of all other poems, challenges 
the attention of the philofopher, the politician, 
and the gentleman. 

In contradifiin6Hon to the Iliad and Eneid, 
the Paradife Loft has been called the epic poem 
of religion. In the fame manner may the Luiiad 
be named the epic poem of commerce. The hap- 
py completion of the moft important defigns of 
Henry Duke of Vifco, Prince of Portugal, to 
whom Europe owes both Gama and Columbus, 
both the eaftern and the weftern worlds, confti- 
tutes the fubjed of that celebrated epic poem, 
^known hitherto in England almoft only by 
name) which is now offered to the Englifli 
reader. But before we proceed to the hiftorical 
introduction oeceflary to elucidate a poem found- 
ed on fuch an important period of hiftory, fome 
attention is due to the opinion of thofe theorifts 

VOL. La in 



2 INTRODUCTION. 

in political philofophy, who lament that either 
India was ever difcovered, and who aflert that 
the increafe of trade is big witb the real mifery 
of mankind, and that commerce is only the pa- 
rent of degeneracy, and the nurfe of every vice.. 

Much indeed may be urged on this fide of the 
queftion, but much alfo may be urged againft 
every inftitution relative to mati.' Imperfe£tionr, 
if not neceflary to humanity, is at leaft the cer- 
tain attendant on every thing human. Though 
foiitie part of the traffic with many countries re- 
£nnble Solomon's importation of apes and pea- 
cocks ; though the foperfluities of life, the bau- 
bles of the opulent, and even the luxuries which 
enervate the irrefdute asid adminifter cUfeafe, are 
introduced by the intercourfe of navigation; the 
extent of the benefits which attend it, are to be 
confidered, ere the man of cool reafon will ven- 
ture to pronounce that the world is injured, and 
rendered le& virtuous and lefs happy by the in- 
creafe of commerce. 

If a view of the ftate of mankind, where com- 
merce opens no intercourfe between nation and 
nation, be negleded, unjuft conclufions will cer- 
tainly follow. Where the ftate of barbarians, 
and of countries under the different degrees of 
civilization, are candidly weighed, we may rea- 
fonably exped a juft decifion. As evidently as 
the appointment of nature gives pafiure to the 

herds. 



INTRODUCTION. iii 

herds, fo evidently is man born for fociety. As 
every other animal is in its natural ftate when in 
the fituation which its infiind requires; fo man, 
when his reafon is cultivated, is then, and only 
then, in the fiate proper to his nature. The life 
of the naked lavage, who feeds on acorns and 
fleeps like a beaft in his den, is commonly called 
the natural ftate of man; but if there be any pro- 
priety in this aflertion, his rational faculties com- 
pofe no part of his nature, and were given not 
to be ufed. If the £ivage therefore live in a ftate 
contrary to the appointment of nature, it muft 
follow that he is not fo happy as nature intended 
him to be. And a view of his true charader will 
confirm this condufion. The reveries, the fairy 
dreams of a Roufleau, may figure the paradifiacal 
life of a Hottentot, but it is only in fuch dreams 
that the fuperior happineis of the barbarian ex* 
ifts. The favage, it is true, is reluAant to leave 
his manner of life; but unlefs we allow that he 
is a proper judge of the modes of living, his at- 
tachment only exemplifies the amazing power of 
habit in reconciling the human breaft to the 
moft uncomfortable fituations. If the intercourfe 
of mankind in fome inftances be introduAive of 
vice, the want of it as certainly excludes the ex- 
ertion of the nobleft virtues ; and if the feeds of 
virtue are indeed in the heart, they often lie 
dormant, and even unknown to the lavage pof- 
a2 fcffor. 



iV INTKODUCTrON. 

fefibr. The moft beautiful defcription of a triBe 
of &vages, which we may be affured is from res^ 
life, occurs in thefe words. And the five fpies of 
Dan " came to Laiih, and faw the peaple that were 
there ^ how they dwelt carelefs after the manner of the • 
Zidoniamy quiet and fecure^ and there was no magis- 
trate in the land that might pui them to Jhame in anj 
ihing'^^-'-^hxidi the fpies faid to their brethren, 
Arife^ that we may go up agqirfl them\ for we 
have feen the land^ and behold it is very goo d 
and they came unio Laiih, unto a people that were 
quiet and fecure^ and they fmote them with the 
edge of the fword^ and burnt the city with fire ; 
and there was no deliverer^ becaufe it was far from 
Zidon, and they had no btftnefs with any man** ■ ■ ■ 
However the happy fimplicity of this fociety may 
pleafe the man of fine imagination, the true phi^ 
lofopher will view the men of Laifli with other 
eyes. However virtuous he may fuppofe one 
generation, it requires an alteration of humai^ 
nature, to preferve the children of the next in 
the fame generous eftrangement from the felfiih 
paffions, from thofe paffions which are the parents 
of the a£ts of injuftice. When his wants are 
cafily fupplied, the manners of the favage will be 
fimple, and often humane, for the human heart 
is not vicious without objefts of temptation. But 
thefe will foon occur ; he that gathers the greateft 
quantity of fruit will be envied by the lefs induf* 

trious : 



lOTRODUCnON. V 

trious: The UQinformed mind feems infenfible of 
the idea of the right of pofieffion which the labour 
of acqvarement gives. When want is prefling, and 
the fupply at hand, the only coniideration with 
fuch minds is the danger of feizing it; and where 
there is no ma^ftrate to put to Jhame in any things 
depredation will foon di%lay all its horrors. Let 
it be even admitted that the innocence of the men 
of Laifh could fecure them from the confequences 
of their own unreftrained defires ; could even 
this impoffibility be furmounted, fiill they are a 
wretched prey to the firft invaders ; and becaufe 
they have no bufinefs with any man, they will 
find no deliverer. While human nature is the 
lame, the fate of Laiih will always be the fate of 
the weak and defencelefs; and thus the moft 
amiable defcription of favage life, raifes in our 
minds the firongeft imagery of the mifery and 
impoflible continuance of fuch a ftate. But 
if the view of thefe innocent people terminate in 
horror j with what contemplation ihall we behold 
the wilds of Africa and America ? The tribes of 
America, it is true, have degrees of policy greatly 
fuperior to any thing underftood by the men of 
Laiih. Great matters of martial oratory, their 
popular aflemblies are fchools open to all their 
youth. In thefe they not only learn the hiftory 
of their nation, and what they have to fear from 
the flrength and defigns of their enemies, but 

they 
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they alfo imbibe the moft ardent fpirit of war. 
The arts of ftratagem are their ftudy, and the 
moft athletic exercifes of the field their employ- 
ment and delight. And what is their greateft 
praife, they have magi/lrates to put to Jhame. They 
inflift no corporeal punifliment on their country- 
men, it is true, but a reprimand from an elder^ 
delivered in the aflembly, is efteemed by them a 
deeper degradation, and feverer punifliment, 
than any of thofe, too often moft impolitically 
adopted by civilized nations. Yet though pof- 
fefled of this advants^e, an advantage impoflible 
to exift in a large commercial empire, and though 
mafters of great martial policy, their condition, 
upon the whole, is big with the moft ftriking de- 
monfiration of the mifery and unnatural ftate 
of fuch very imperfed civilization. Multiply^ and 
replenifh the earthy is an injunction of the beft poli- 
tical philofophy ever given to man. Nature has 
appointed man to cultivate the earth, to increafe 
in number by the food which its culture gives, 
and by this increafe of brethren to remove fome, 
and to mitigate all the natural mileries of human 
life. But in direct oppofition to this is the politi- 
cal ftate of the wild Americans. Their lands, lux- 
uriant in climate, are often defolate waftes, where 
thoufands of miles hardly fupport a few hundreds 
of favage hunters. Attachment to their own 
tribe conftitutes their higheft idea of virtue ; but 

this 
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this virtue includes the moft brutal depravity^ 
makes them efteem the man of every other tribe ' 
as an enemy, as one with whom nature had placed 
them in a ilate of war, and had commanded to 
deftroy*. And to this principle, their cuftoms 
andideas of honour ferve as rituals and minifters. 
The cruelties pracliied by the American favages 
on their prifoners of war (and war is their cnief 
employment) convey every idea expreffed by the 
word diabolical, and give a moft fhocking view 
of the degradation of human nature f. But 

what 

* This ferocity of lavage manners affords a philofophical ac« 
count iiow the moft diftant and inhofpitable climes were firft peo- 
pled. When a Romulas erects a monarchy and makes war on 
his neighbours, fome naturally fly to the wilds. As their families 
mcreafe, the Ibonger conunit depredations on the weaker ; anA 
thus from generation to generadon, they who either dread juft 
puniihment or ui^ufk opprefEoi^ fly farther and farther in fearch 
of that protedion which is only to be found in civilized fociety. 

f Unlefs when compelled by European troops* the exchange 
of prifoners is never pradifed by the American lavages. — Some« 
timesy when a lavage lofes a fon in war, he adopts one of the 
captives in his flead ; but this ieldom occurs ; for the death of 
the prifoner feems to give them much more fatis&6lion« The 
vidtim is tied to a tree^ his teeth and nails are drawn, burning 
wood is held to every tender pai^ his roailed fingers are put into 
the bowl of a pipe and Imoaked by the favages j his tormentors 
with horrid howls dance round him, wounding him at every turn 
with their poignards ; his eyes are at laft thrufl: out, and he is 
Jet loofe to ftagger about as his torture impeb him. As foon as 

he 
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what peculiarly completes the character 6f the 
favage is his horrible fuperftition. In the moft 
diftant nations the favage is in this the fame. The 
terror of evil fpirits continually haunts him ; 
his God is beheld as a relentleis tyrant, 
and is worlhipped often with cruel rites, always 
with a heart full of horror and fear. In all the 
numerous accounts of favage worfhip, one trace 
of filial dependence is not to be found. The very 
reverfe of that happy idea is the hell of the igno- 
rant mind. Nor is this barbarifm confined alone 
to thofe ignorant tribes, whom we call lavages. 
The vulgar of every country poflefs it in certain 
degrees, proportionated to their opportunities of 
converfation with the more enlightened. All the 
virtues and charities, which either dignify human 
nature or render it amiable, are cultivated and 
called forth into adtion by fodety. The favage 
life on the contrary, if we may be allowed the 
expreflion, inffinftively narrows the mind ; and 
thus, by the exclufion of the nobler feelings, 

prepares 

he expires, his diflevered limbs are boiled in the war-kettle, and 
devoured by his executioners. And fuch is the power of cuftom 
anduhe ideas of honour, that the unhappy fufferer under all this 
torment betrays no fign of fear or grief. On the contrary he up- 
braids his executioners with their ignorance of the art of torment- 
ing, and boafts how many of their kindred had found their grave 
in his belly, whom he had put to death in a much feverer man- 
ner. 
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prq)ares k, as a foil, ready for every vice. Sor- 
did difpofition and bafe ferocity, together with 
the'mofi unhappy faperftition, are every where 
the proportionate attendants of ignorance and fe- 
vere want. And ignorance and want are only 
removed by intercourfe and the offices of fodety. 
So felf-evident are thefe pofitions, that it requires 
an apology for infifting upon them ; but the apo- 
logy is at hand* He who has read knows how 
many eminent writers *, and he who has con- 

verfcd 



* The author of that volumiDOus work, Hi/loire Phllofophique 
bf Po&tiqtie des EiabUffemens l!f du Commerce des Europeens dans 
les deux Indes^ is one of the many who aflert that the lavage is 
happier than the civil life. His reafons are thus abridged : The 
lavage has no care or fear for the future, his hunting and fiftiing 
give him a certain fubfiftence. He deeps found, and knows not 
the difeafes of cities. He cannot want what he does not defire, 
nor de£re that which he does not know, and vexation or grief do 
fiot enter his ibuL He is not under the control of a fuperior in 
his actions ; in a word, fays our author, the favage only fnffers 
the evils of nature. 

If the civilized, he adds, enjoy the elegancies of life, have bet- 
ter food, and are more comfortably defended againfl Che change 
of'feafbns, it is ufe which makes thefe things neceffary, and they 
are purchafed by the painful labours of the multitude who are the 
fcafis of fbciety. To what outrages is not the pian of civil Hfe ex- 
pofed ; if he has property, it is in danger ; and government or au- 
thority is, according to this author, thegreatefl of all evils. If 
there is a famine in the north of America, the favage, led by the 

wind 
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verfed knows how many refpe&able names, con- 
ned the idea of innocence and happinefs with the 
life of the favage and the unimproved ruftic. To 

"wind and the fun, can go to a better clime ; but in the honrors of 
famine, war, or peflilence, the ports and barriers of poliihedftates 
place the fubjeds in a prifon, where they mufl periih — 11 refierck 
tncort — There ftill remains an infinite difference between the lot 
of the civilized and the favage ; a diflFerence, totUeen^en^ all en- 
drely to the difadvantage of fociety, that injuftice which reigns in 
the inequality of fortunes and conditions. ^ In fine, fays he, as 
the wifh for independence is one of the firfl infBnds of man, he 
who can join to the poffeilion of this primitive right, the moral fe» 
curity of a fubfiftence, (which we were jufl told the £ivage could 
do) is incomparably more happy than the rich man fiirrounded 
with laws, fuperiors, pr^udices, and fefhions, which endanger 
his liberty." — 

Such are the fentiments of Abbe Raynal, a writer whofe Q>irited 
manner, and interefling fubjed^, have acquired him many readers. 
As he is not fingolar in his eftimate of favage happinefs, his ar- 
guments merit examination. And a view of the full tendency of 
his affertions will fufficiently refute his conclufions. Nothing can 
be more evident, than that if habit defboy the relifh of the ele- 
gancies of life, habit alfo will defbroy the pleafure of hunting and 
fiihing, when thefe are the fole bufinefs of the favage. If the 
favage has no care and no fuperior, thefe very circumflances na- 
turally brutalize his mind, and render him vicious, fierce, and 
felfiifh. Nor is he fo free from care, as fome philofophers on their 
couches of down are apt to dream. Becaufe hunting and fiihing 
feem pleafant to us, are they alfo a pleafure to the wretch who in 
all feafons mufl follow them for his daily fuflenance ? You may as 
well maintam that a poflilion, jaded with fatigue, and fhivering 

with 
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fix the chzn&er of the favage is therefore necef« 
hry, tsc we examine the affertion^ that ^^ it had 
beeo happy for both the old and the new worlds, 

if 



with wet and cold, is extremely happy, becaule gentlemea ride 
on horfeback for their pleafure That we cannot want what we 
do not defire, nor defire what we do not know, are juft pofidons ; 
hat does it follow, that fuch a ftate is happier than that which 
hrings the wifhes and cares of civil life ? By no means : For ac- 
cording to this argument, infenfifaility, and happinefs proceed in 
the fame gradation, and of oonfequence an oyfter * is the happi- 
efl of all animals. The ^dvanuges afcribed to the. favage over 
the civilized fife, in the time of war and famine, in the equality, 
of rank, and fecurity of liberty, offer an outrage to common 
ienfe, and are ftriking infbances that no paradox is too grofs for 
the reveries of modem philofophy. This author quite forgets 
what dangers the favages are every where expofed to ; how their 
lands, if of any value, are fure to be feized by their more pow- 
erful neighbours, and millions of their perfbns enflaved by the 
more polifhed ffcates. He quite forgets the sn/!ntie iBfiance between 
the refources of the focial and favage life ; between the com- 
forts adminifbered by fociety to infirmity and old age, and the 
miferable fbte of the favage when he can no longer purfue his 
hunting and fi(hing. He alfo quite forgets the infinite difference 
between the difcourfe of the favage hut, and the ctma deorum, 
the fnendfhip and converfation of refined and elevated under- 
ftandings. But to philoibphize is the contagion which infedls 
the ejprits forts of the continent ; and under the mania of this dif- 
eafe, there is no wonder that common ienfe is fo often crucified. 
It is only the reputation of thofe who fupport fome opinions that 

wUl 

• And our author in reality goes as far, ** TemotM at Ecoffois ^'■^'Witncfs that 

** Scotchman, fays he, who being left alone on the i/Ie of Fernandez, was 

^ •» only 
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if the Eaft and Weft-Indies had never been difco- 
vered'^ The Uoodfhed and the attendant mijG^- 
ries which the unparalleled rapine and crudties of 

the 

will apologife for the labour of refuting them. We may therefore^ 
it is hoped, be forgiven, if, en bagatelle^ we fmile at the triumph 
of our author, who thus fums up his arguments : ** Apret touiy 
** un mot pcut terminer ce grand proces — ^Aftcr all, one word will 
« decide this grand difpute, (b ftrongly canvaffed among philofb- 
** phers : Demand of the man of civil life, if he is happy ? 
<* Demand of the favage if he is miferable ? If both anfwer, 
** No, the difpute is determined." By no means ; for the beaft 
that is contented to wallow in the mire, is by this argument in a 
happrer ftate than the man who has one wifli to (atisfy, however 
reafonably he may hope to do it by his induftry and virtue. 



<< only unhappy while his memory remained; but when his natural wants 
** fb engroHcd him thkt he forgot his country, his language, his name, aad 
" even the articulation of words, this European, at the end of four years, 
*< found himfelf cafed of the burden of focial life, in having the happinefs 
*' to lofe the u(e of reflection, of thofe thoughts which led hmi back to the 
** pad, or taueht him to dread the future.'* But this is as erroneous in fa£l, 
as fuch happmefs is falfe in philoibphy. Alexander Selkirk fell into no 
fuch ihite of happy idiotifm. By his own account he acquired indeed the 
greateft tranquillity of mind, which arofe from religious Aibmiflion to his 
fate. He had with him a bible, Tome books of mathematics and practical 
divinity ; the daily perufal of which both fortified his patience and amufed 
his tedious hours. And he pro fe fled that he feared he would never again 
be ib good a chridian. In his domedic ceconomy he (hewed every exertion 
of an intelligent mind. When Capt. Rogers found him in 1 709, the ac- 
counts which he gave of the fpiings and vegetables of the ifland, were of 
the greateft fervice to the Oiip's company. And the captain found him To 
able a Tailor, that he immediately made him mate of his (hip. Having fecn 
Capt. Rogers's vcflel at iea, he made a fire in the night, in consequence of 
which a beat was fent to examine the (horc. He faid he had fcen Tome 
Spaniards at different times land on the ifland, but he had always fled from 
them, judging they would certainly put him to death, in order to prevent 
any account which he might be able to give of the South Seas. This is not 
the rcafo;iing of the man who has forgotten his name and his country. 
And even his amufements difcover humour, and a mind by no means wrapt 
up in dull or favage tranquillity. He had taught a number of his tame 
goats and cats to dance on their hinder legs; and he himfelf ftmc;, and danc- 
ed along with them. This he exhibited to Capt. Rogers and his company. 

The 
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the Spaniards fpread over the new world, indeed 
d^grace human nature* The great and flourifh- 
ing empires of Mexico and Peru, fteeped in the 
blood of forty millions of their fons, prefent a 
melftncholy profpedt which muft excite the in- 
dignation of every good heart. Yet fuch defolar 
tion is not the certain confeqoence of difcovery. 
And even fhould we allow that the depravity of 
human nature is fo great, that the avarice of the 
merchant and rapacity of the foldier will over- 
whelm with mifery every newdifcoveredcountry, 
ftiU are there other, more comprehenfive views, 
to be taken, ere we decide againft the intercourfe 
introduced by navigation. When we weigh the 
happineis of Europe in the fcale of political phi- 
lofophy, we are not to confine our eye to the 
dreadful ravages of Attila the Hun, or of Alaric 
the Goth. If the waters of a ftagnated lake are 
difturbed by the fpade when led into new chan- 
nels, we ought not to inveigh againft the altera-* 
tion becaufe the waters are fouled at the firft ; 

we 



The capuin indeed fays he feemed to have forgotten part of his language, 
as he fpoke his words by halves. But let it be remembered, that Selkirk 
• was born in a county of Scotland where the vulvar fay, /<2/ ir yee denn^ and 
far ir ya gcnvn, in place of tobat are you doings and tvbere are yw going. Sel- 
kirk, It is true, had been fbme little while on board Dampier s mip, but 
not to mention what little improvement of his fpcech might from thence 
be received, certain it is that difufe of the acquired tongue, as well as fud- 
den pa(Eon, will recall the native dialect.— -It is no wonder, therefore, that 
an Engliihman Ihould think he fpokc his words by halves. Selkirk had not 
been full four years on the Ifland of Fernandez, and on his return to Eng- 
land, the narrative which he gave of his i ufierings afforded the hint of Robin- 
ion Crafoe. 
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we are to wait to iee the ftreamlets refine 
and fpread beauty and utility through a thou- 
land vales which they never vifited before. 
Such were the conquefts of Alexander ; tempo- 
rary evils, but civilization and happinefs follow- 
ed in the bloody track. And though di%raced 
with every barbarity, happineis has alfo followed 
the conquefts of the Spaniards in the other hemif- 
phere. Though the villainy of the Jefuits de- 
feated their fchemes of civilization in many coun- 
tries, the labours of that ibciety have been crown- 
ed with a fuccels in Paraguay and in Canada, 
which refleds upon their induftry the greateft 
honour. The cuftoms and cruelties of many 
American tribes ftiU difgrace human nature ; but 
in Paraguay and Canada the natives have been 
brought to relifh the bleiCngs of fociety and the 
arts of virtuous and civil life. If Mexico is not 
fo populous as it once was, neither is it fo barba- 
rous ; the Ihrieks of the human vlAim do not now 
fefound from temple to temple ; nor does the hu- 
man heart, held up reeking to the Sun, imprecate 
the vengeance of heaven on the guilty empire*. 

And, 

* The innocent fimplicity of the Americans in their confe- 
rences with the Spaniards, and the dreadful cruelties they fufFered, 
divert our view from their complete charadler. But almoft every 
thing was horrid in their civil cnfloms and religious rites. In 
fome tribes, to cohabit with their mothers, fifters, and daughters, 
was efteemed the means of domeftic peace. In othe^^, catamites 

were 
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And, however impolitically defpotic the Spaniih 
governments may be, ftill do thefe colonies enjoy 
the opportunities of improvement, which in eve- 
ry 

were maintained in every village ; thefe went from houfe to houfe 
as they pleafed, and it was unlawful to refufe them what viAuak 
they chuled. In every tribe the captives taken in war were mur- 
dered with the moft wanton cruelty^ and afterwards devoured 
by the vidtors. Their religious rites were, if poffible, (till more 
horrid. The abominations of ancient Moloch were here outnum- 
bered ; children y virgins, flaves, and captives, bled on different 
aharsy to appeafe their various gods. If there was a fcarcity 
of human victims, the priefbs announced that the gods were dying 
of thirffc for human blood. And to prevent a threatened famine 
the kings of Mexico were obliged to make war on the neighbour- 
ing fbtesy to Aipply the altars. The prifoners of either fide died 
by the hands of the prieft. But the number of the Mexican fa- 
crifices fb greatly exceeded thofe of other nations, that the TlaC- 
calans, who were hunted down for this purpofe, readily joined 
CortcfZ with about 200,000 men, and fired by 'the moft 
fixed hatred, enabled him to make one great facrifice of the Mex- 
ican nation. Without the affifbince of thefe potent auxiliaries 
Coitez never could have conquered Mexico. And thus the bar- 
barous cruelty of the Mexicans was the real caufe of their very 
fignal defbrudtion. As the horrid fceoes of Gladiators amufed 
ancient Rome, fb their more horrid facrifices feem to have formed 
the chief entertainment of Mexico. At the dedication of the 
temple of Vitzuliputzli, A. D. i486, 64,080 human vi<aims 
were facrificed in four days. *And, according to the befl accounts, 
their annual facrifices required feveral thoufands. The fkulls of 
the victims fometimes were hung on (bings which reached from 
tree to tree around their temples, and fometimes were built up in 
towers and cemented with lime. In fome of thefe towers An- 
drew 
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ry age arife from the knowledge of commerce 
and of letters ; opportunities which were never 
enjoyed under the dominion of Montezuma and 
Atabalipa. But if from Spanifh, we turn our 
eyes to Britifh America, what a glorious profpeft ! 
Here formerly on the wild lawn, perhaps twice 
in the year, a few favage hunters kindled their 
evening fire, kindled it more to proteft them 
from evil fpirits and beafts of prey, than from 

the 

drew de Tapia one day counted * 136,000 fkulls. When the 

Spaniards gave to the Mexicans a pompous difplay of the great- 

neis of their monarch Charles V. Montezun^a's orators in return 

boafted of the power of their emperor, and enumerated among the 

proofs of it, the great ntmiber of his human facrifices. He could 

eafily conquer that great people, the Tlafcalans, they (aid, but 

he chufes to preferve them to fupply his altars. During the war 

with the Spaniards they increafed their ufual facrifices, till priefb 

and people were tired of their bloody religion. Frequent embafHes 

from different tribes complained to Cortez that they were weary 

of their rites, and intreated him to teach them his law. And 

though the Peruvians, it is faid, were more poliihed, and did not 

(acrifice quite fo many as the Mexicans, yet 200 children was the 

ufual hecatomb for the health of the Ynca, and a much larger one 

of all ranks honoured his obfequies. The method of facrificing 

was thus : Six priefts laid the vitflim on an altar, which was narrow 

at top, when five bending him acrofs, the fixth cut up his flomach 

with a (harp flint, and while he held up the heart reeking to the 

fun, the others tumbled the carcafe down a flight of ftairs near the 

aliar, and immediately proceeded to the next facrifice. See 

Acofla, Gomara, Careri, the Letters of Cortez to Charles V. 

&c. &c. 

* By multiplying the numbers, nq doubt, of the horizontal and perpen* 
dicular rows into each other. 
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the cold ; and with their feet pointed to it, flept 
oo the' ground. Here now population fpreads 
her thoufands, and fociety appears in all its bleC- 
fings of mutual * help, and the mutual lights of 
intelledual improvement. " What work ofart, 
" or power, or public utility, has ever equalled 
" the glory of having peopled a continent, with- 
" out guilt or bloodfhed, with a multitude of free 
" and happy common-wealths, to have given 
" them the bcft arts of life and government !'* 
To have given a favage continent an image of the 
Britilh conftitution is indeed the greateft glory of 
the Britiih crown, " a greater than any other 
*' nation ever acquired ;** and from the confe- 
quences of the genius of Henry Duke of Vifeo, 
did the Britiih American empire arife, an empire 
which, unleis retarded by the illiberal and inhu- 
man fpirit of religious fanaticifm, will in a few 
centuries, perhaps, be the glory of the world. 
Stubborn indeed muft be the Theorift, who 
will deny the improvement, virtue, and happi- 
nefi, which in the refult, the voyage of Colum- 
bus has fpread .over the Wcftern World. The 
happinefs which Europe and Aiia have received 
from the intgrcourfe with each other, cannot hi- 
Vol. I. b therto^ 

* This was written ere the commencemeDt of the unhappy 
ciril war in America. And under the influence of the (pirit of 
the Briti/h confBtutiony thjit country may perhaps again deferre 
this charader. 
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tfeerto, it muft be owned, be compared tiihef 
with the poffeffion of ft, or the fource of its in- 
creafe eftabliflbed in America. Yet let the man 
of the moft melancholy views eftimafte all the 
wars and depredations which are charged . uponf 
the Portuguefe and other European nations, ftilf 
win the Eaftern World appear confiderably ad- 
vantaged by the voyage of/Gama. If feas of 
Hood have been fired by the Portuguefe, nothing 
new was introduced into India. Wsfl: and depre- 
dation were no unheard of ftrahgers on the banks 
of tlie Ganges ; nor could the nature of the civit 
eftabliflHnents of the eaftern nations (ecure a laft-* 
ing peace. The ambition c^ their native princes^ 
was only diverted into new channels ; into chan* 
nds, which in the natural courfe of human af-' 
feirs, will certainly lead to permanent govern-^ 
ments, efiabliflied on improved laws and juftdow 
minion. Yet even ere fuch governnicnts are 
formed, is Afia no lofer by the arrival of Euro- 
peans. The horrid maflacres smd unbounded ra-* 
pine which, according to their own annsds, foU 
lowed the viftories of their Aiian conquerors, 
were never equalled by the worft of their Euro- 
pean vanquifliers. Nor is the eftabUihment of 
improved governments in the e^ the dream of 
theory. The fuperiority of the civil and milita^ 
ry arts of the Britifh, notwithftancUng the hate- 
ful character of fome individuals, is at this day 
beheld in India with all the aftbnifhment of admi« 

ration ^ 
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ndoa ; and adminition is always followed, though 
often with retarded fteps, by the ftrong defire of 
fiioilar improvement. Long after the fall of the 
Roman empire, the Roman laws were adopted 
by nations which ancient Rome efteemed as bar- 
barous. And thus, in the courfe of ages, the Bri- 
tifli laws, according to every teft of probability, 
will, in India, have a moft important effed, will 
fulfil the prophecy of Camoens, and transfer to 
the Britifli the high compliment he pays to his 
countrymen ; 

Beneath their fway majeftici wife^ and mild. 

Proud of her vigor's laws^ thrice happier India fmiled. 

Informer ages, and within thefe few years, 
the fertile empire of India has exhibited every 
fcene of human mifery, under the undiftinguifh- 
ing ravages of their Mohammedan and native 
princes ; ravages only equalled in European hif- 
tory by thofe committed under Attila, furnamed 
the fcourge of God, and the deftroyer of nations. 
The ideas of patriotifm and of honour were fel- 
dom known in the cabinets of the eaftern princes 
tiU the arrival of the Europeans. Every fpecies 
of aflaffination was the policy of their courts, and 
every aft of unreftrained rapine and maffacre fol- 
lowed the path of viftory. But fome of the Por- 
tuguafe governors, and many of the Englifh offi- 
cers, have taught them, that humanity to the 
b 2 conquered 
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conquered is the beft, the trueft poKcy. The bni> 
tal ferocity of their own conqucroi's is now thtf 
objeft of their greateft dread ; and the fuperibrity 
of the Britifh in war has convinced their • princes^ 
that att alliance with the Britifli is the fureft gua- 
rantee of their national peace and profperity. 
While the Englifli Eaft India Company are poffef- 
fed of theiv prefent greatnefs, it is in their power 
to diffufe over the Eaft every bleffing which flows 
from the wifeft and moft humartc policy. Long 
ere the Europeans arrived, a failure of the crop 
of rice, the principal food 6f India, has fpread 
the devaftations of famine over the populous plains 
of Bengal. And never, frorti the feven ycar& 
famine of ancient Egypt to the prefent day, was 
there a natural fcarcity in any country which did 
not enrich the proprietors of the granaries. The 
Mohammedan princes and Moorifli traders have 
often added all the horrors of an artificial to x 
natural famine. But however fome Portuguefe 
or other governors may ftand accufed, much 
was left for the humanity of the more exalted po- 
licy of an Albuquerque or a Caftro. And under 
fuch European governors as thefe, the diftrefles 
of the Eaft have often been alleviated by a gene- 
rofity of conduft, and a train of refources for- 
merly 

• Mohammed All Khan, Nabob of the Carnatic, declared," Imctthfe 
<« Britlfti with that freedom of opennefs which they love, and I efteem it 
«* my honour, as well as feciuity, to be the ally of fuch a natioor of 
" princts." 
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«ncrly unknown in Ma. Abfurd and impraflica- 
ble were that fcheme, which would introduce the 
firitifli laws into India, without the deepeft re- 
gard to the manners and circumftances peculiar 
to the people. But that fpif it oi liberty upon 
which they are founded, and that fecurity of 
property which is their leading principle, muft^ 
in time, have a wide and ftupendous effed. The 
abject fpirit of Aiiatic fubmiiSon will be taught 
to fee, and to daim thofe rights of nature, of 
whidb the diipirited and paffive Gentoos could, 
till lately, hardly form an idea. From this, as 
naturally as the noon fucceeds the dawn, muft the 
other bleiSngs of civilization arife. For though 
thefour great tribes of India, are almoft inacceflible 
to the introdudion of other manners and of other 
literature than their own, happily there is in hu- 
man nature a propenfity to change. Nor may 
the political philofopher be deemed an enthufiaft, 
who would boldly prophefy, that unlefs the Britiih 
be driven from India, the general fuperiority 
which they bear, will, ere many generations (hall 
have pafled, induce the moft intelligent of India 
to break the Ihackles of their abfurd fuperflitions, 
and lead them to partake of thofe advantages 
which arife from the free fcope and due cultiva- 
tion of the rational powers. In almoft every in- 
ftance J the Indian inftitutions are not contrary 

. to 

t Erery man muft follow his father's trade, and mud marry a daughter 
of the &me occupation. Innumerable are their other baibarous rcfti idtions 
pf genius and inclination. 



xxii INTRODUCTION. 

to the feelings and wiflies of nature. And igno- 
rance and bigotry, thdr two chief pillars, can 
never fecure unalterable duration*. We have 
certain proof, that the horrid cuftom of burn- 
ing the wives along with the body of the deceafed 
hufband, has continued for upwards of 1500 
years ; we are atfo certain, that within tbefe 
twenty years it has begun to &fl into difufe. To* 
gether with the alteration of this moft ftriking 
feature of Indian manners, other afimilations to 
European fentiments ka^^e thready taken jdace f • 
Nor can the obftinacy even of the conceited 
Ciiinefe always refift the defire of imitating the 
Europeans, a people who in arts and in artns are 
fo greatly fuperior to theai£elTes. The nfe of 
the twenty-four letters, by which we can exprefs 
every language, appeared at firft as miraculous 
to the Chinefe. Prejudice cannot always deprive 
that people, who are not deficient in felfifli cun- 
ning, of the eafe and expedition of an a^^abet $ 
and it is eafy to forefee, that, in the courfe of a 
few centuries, fome alphabet will certainly take 
place of the 60,000 arbitrary marks, which now 
render the cultivation of the Chinefe literature 
not only a labour of the utmoft difiSculty, but 

even 

* The impoflibility of alteration in the religion of the Bramins, is an 
afTertion againft fa^. The high antiquity ud ilinadnttenfCed famenefs of 
their reli^^on, are impofitions on Europe. For a clear demonftration of 
this, fee the Eoqulry, &c. at the end of the Vllth Lufiad. 

t See the above Enquiry, Ace 
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even the attaiDBaeat of it, impoilible beyond a 
very limited degree. And from the introd^dioa 
of an alphabet, what iiaprovemeDts nuy not be 
cxpeded from the laborious induftry of the 
Chinefe! Tboiigh moft obftiAately attached to 
their old cuftoms, yet there is a tide in the man- 
ners of natioas which is fudden and rapid» and 
which a6b with a kind of infiindive fury againft 
andcat prejudke and abfurdity. It was that 
naticHi of iiierchauits, the Phoenicians, which dif* 
fufed the ufe of letters through the ancient, an4 
Commerce will undoubtedly difiufe the fami: bleC- 
^gs through the modern world. 

To this view of the poetical happinef^ which is 
fure to be introduced in jH-^^rtion to civiliza- 
tion, let the Divine add, what may be reafoiiably 
lexpeded, from fuch opportunity of the increafe of 
Religion. A feftory of merchants, indeed, has 
fddom been found to be the fchoc4 of piety ; yet 
when the general manners of a people become 
affimilated to thofe of a more rational worfliip, 
ibmething more than ever was produced by an in* 
£mt miffion, or the ikei^bourhood of an infant 
colony, may then be rcafonaUy expefted, and 
even foretold. 

In efiimating the political happinefs of a paojJe, 
notfamg is of greater importaace than their capa- 
city of, and tandenty to« improvement. As a 
^ead lake, to cootiaue our former allufion, will 

fematn 
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remain in the fame fiate for ages and ages, fo 
vrould the bigotry and fuperftitions of the Eaft 
continue the fame. But if the lake is begun to 
be opened into a thouiand rivulets, who knows 
over what unnumbered fields, barren before, they 
may diffufe the bleilings of fertility, and turn a 
dreary wildernefs into a land of fociety and 

joy- 
In contraft to this, let the Golden Coaft and 

other immenfe re^ons of Africa be contem- 
plated : 

Afric behold ; alas^ what altered view ! 
Her lands uncultivated^ and her fbns untrue ; 
Ungraced with all that fweetens human life» 
Savage and fierce they roam in brutal ftrife ; 
Eager they grafp the gifts which culture yields. 
Yet naked roam their own neglected fields .... 
Unnumber'd tribes as beftial grazers ftray. 
By laws unform'dy unform'd by Reafoo's fway. 
Far inward ftretch the moumflil fteril dales. 
Where on the parcht hill-fide pale Amine wails. 

LusiAD X. 

Let US view what millions of thefe unhappy la- 
vages arc dragged from their native fields, and cut 
off for ever from all hopes and the rights to which 
human birth entitled them. And who would hefi- 
tate to pronounce that negro the greateft of patri- 
ots, who, by teaching his countrymen the arts of 
fociety, fliould teach them to defend themielves in 
the pofleffion of their fields, their families, and 
their own perfonal liberties ? 

Evident 
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Evidept howevqr as it is, that the voyages of 
Gama and Columbus have already carried a fupe- 
rior deg]ree of happ|nefs, and the promife of in- 
finitely more, to the Eaftern and Weftern 
Worlds; yet the advantages derived from the 
difcovery of thefe regions to Europe may perhaps 
be denied. Put let us view what Europe was, 
ere the genius of Don ^enry gave birth to the 
ipirit of modern difcovery. 

Several ages before this period the feudal fyf« 
tem had degenerated into the-mofl abfolute ty- 
ranny. The barofis exercifed the moft defpotic 
authority ove^- their vaflals, and every fcheme of 
public utility was rendered impr^dicable by their 
continual petty wars with each other; and to 
which they led their dependents as dogs to the 
chace. Unable to read, or to \frrite his own 
name, the chieftain was entirely poflefled by the 
ioioft romantic opinion of military glory, and the. 
fong of his domeftip minftrel copftituted his 
hi^eOt idea of fame. The claflics flept on the 
ihdve$ of the monafteries, (heir dark, but h^ippy 
afylum ; while the life of the monks refemble4 
that of the fattened beeves which loaded their ta- 
bles. Heal abilities vtrere indeed poflefled by a 
Duns Scotus, and a few others ; but thefe were 
loft in the inoft trifling fubtleties of a fophiftry, 
which they dignified with the name of cafuiftical 
divinity. Whether Adam and Eve were created 

with 
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with navds, and how many thoufand angels 
might at the fame inftant dance upon the pcMnt c^ 
the fineft needle without joftting one another, 
were two of the feveral topics of like importance 
which excited the acuBfien and engaged the con- 
troverfies of the learned. While every branch of 
philofophical, of ratiocfSd invefligation, was thus 
unpurfued and unknown, commerce, incompati- 
ble in itfelf with the feodal fyftem, was equally 
negle^led and unimproved. Where the mind is 
enlarged and enlightened by learning, plsms of 
commerce will rife into adion ; and thefe, in re- 
turn, will, from every p»rt of the world, bring 
new acquirements to j^ilofophy and fcience. 
The birth of learning and commerce may be dif- 
ferent, but their growth is mutual and depends 
ent upon each other. They not only affift each 
other, but the fame enlargcwient of mind which 
h neceffary for the perfeftion in the one, is alfq 
neceflary for perfeftion in the other ; and the 
fame caufes impede, and are afike deftrudive of 
botlk The INTERCOURSE of mankind is the pa* 
rent of each, According to the confinement 
or extent of intercourfe, barbarity or civilization 
proportionably prevail. In the dark monkifli 
ages, the intercourfe of the learned was as much 
impeded and confined as that of the merchant. 
A few unwieldy veffels coafted the ihores of 
Europe ; and mendicant friars and ignorant jmI- 

grimj^ 



INTRODUCTION. kkvH 

grims carried a miferaUe accosnt of what was 
paifing in the world from xnoiiaifiery to monafte- 
ry. What Dodor had hA (fitted on the Perir 
patetic philofi^y at fome tmiveriity, or what 
new herefy had laft appeared, not onljr coraprifed 
the wbok of their literary inteltigencey but was 
dcfirered with Httk accuracy, and received with 
as little attention^ While this thick cloud of 
tncntal darknefs overfpread the weftern world, 
was Don Henry prince of Portugal born, born to 
let mankind ffee firom the feodal fyftem, and to 
give to the whole world every advantage, every 
light that may poffibly be difiufed by the inter* 
courfe of unlimited commerce ; 

-^— For theo from ancient gloom emerg'd 

The fifing world of Trade : the GeniuS| then, 

Of Natrigationy that in hopdefs floth 

Had flamber'd on the vaft Atlantic deep 

For idle ages, ftarting^ heard at laft 

The Lufitanian Prince, who, heaven-infpir'd 

To love of Ireful glory rous'd mankiudy 

And in unbounded Commerce mixt the world. 

Thom. 

In contraft to the melancholy view of human 
nature, funk into barbarifm and benighted with 
ignorance, let the prefent ftate of Europe be im- 
partially eftimated. Yet though the great in- 
creafe of opulence and learning cannot be denied, 
there are fome who afiert, that virtue and happi- 
nefs have as greatly declined. And the immenfe 
overflow of riches, frpm the eaft in particular^ 

ha5 



xxviii INTRODUCTION- 

has been pronounced big with deftrudion to th« 
Britifli empire. Every thing human, it is true, 
has its dark as well as its bright iide ; but let thefe 
popular complaints be examined, and it will be 
found, that modern Europe, and the Britiih em- 
pire in a very particular manner, have received 
the greateft and moft folid advantages from the 
^lodern enlarged fyftem of commerce. The ma- 
gic of the old romances, which could make tha 
moft withered, deformed, hag, appear as the moft 
beautifiul virgin, is every day verified in popular 
declamation. Ancient days are there painted in 
the moft amiable fimplicity, and the modern in 
the moft odious colours. Yet what man of for^ 
tune in England now lives in that ftupendous 
grofs luxury, which every day was exhibited 
in the Gothic caftles of the old chieftains ! Four 
or five hundred knights and fquires in the domef- 
tic retinue of a warlike Earl was not uncommon, 
nor was the pomp of embroidery inferior to the 
profufe wafte of their tables ; in both inftanc^s un- 
equalled by all the mad excefles of the prefent 
4ge. 

While the Baron thi^s lived in all the wild 
glare of Gothic luxury, agriculture was almoft 
totally neglecled, and his naeaner vaflals fared har- 
der, infinitely lefs comfortably, than the meaneft 
irtduftrious labourers of England dp now. Where 
the lands are uncultivated, the peafants, ill- 
floathed, illJodged, and poorly fed, pafs their 

miferable 
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miferable days in floth and filth, totally ignorant 
of every advantage, of every comfort which na- 
ture lays at their feet. He who paffes from the 
trading towns and cultured fields of England, to 
thofe remote villages of Scotland or Ireland, which 
daim this defcription, is aftonifhed at the com- 
parative wretchednefs of their defiitute inhabi- 
tants ; but few conlider, that thefe villages only 
exhibit a view of what Europe was, ere the fpirit 
of commerce diffufed the bleflings which naturally 
flow from her improvements. In the Hebrides 
the failure of a harveft almoft depopulates an 
ifland. Having little or no traffic to purchafe 
grain, numbers of the young and hale betake 
themfelves to the continent in queft of employ- 
ment and food, leaving a few lefs adventurous 
behind, to beget a new race, the heirs of the 
fame fortune. Yet, from the fame caufe, from 
the want of traffic, the kingdom of England has 
often felt more dreadful efieds than thefe. Even 
in the days when her Henries and Edwards 
plumed themfelves with the trophies of France, 
how often has famine fpread all her horrors over 
city and village ? Our modern hiftories neglect 
this chara&eriftical feature of ancient days ; but 
the rude chronicles of thefe ages inform us, that 
three dr four times, in almoft every reign of con- 
tinuance, was England thus vifited. The failure 
of one crop was then feverely felt, and two bad 
harvefts together were almoll infuppor table. But 

Commerce 



Commerce has now c^iened another fcene, has 
armed govemmeiit with the happieft power that 
can be exerted bf the rulers of a nation ; the 
power to preveni every * extremity which may 
pofliUy arife from bad harvefts; extremities^ 
which, in foreign ages, were efteemed noiore 
dreadful vifitations ci the wrath of heaven, than 
the peftilence itfelfi Tet modern London is not 
fo certainly defended againfi the latter, its anti* 
ent vifitor in ahnoft every reign, as the Common* 
wealth by the means of commerce, under a juft 
and humane government, is fecured againft the 
ravages of the former. If, from thefe great out- 
lines of the happinefs ei^oyed by a commercial 
over an uncommercial nation, we turn our eyes 
to the manners, the advantages will be found 
no lels in £ivour of the civilized. 

Whoever is inclined to declaim on the vices of 
the prefent age, let him read, and be convinced, 
that the Gothic ages were le& virtuous. If the 
Ipirit of chivalry prevented effeminacy, it was 
the fofter-father of a ferocity of manners, now 
happily unknown. Rs^acity, avarice, and effe- 
minacy are the vices afcribed to the increafe of 
commerce ; and in ibme degree, it muft be con- 
fefled, they follow her fleps. Yet ixifinitdy more 
dreadful, as every palatinate in Europe often felt, 

were 

♦Extremity; for it were both highly unjnft and impolitic in Gorem- 
ment, to allow importation in fuch a degree as mi^t be deftru^ve of 
domeilic agrtctUturc, even when there is a real failure of the hanreft. 
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were the cffedls of the two firft under the Feodal 
Lords, than poiSUy can be experienced under any 
fyftem of trade. The virtues and vkes of hu- 
man nature are the fame in every age : they only 
receive difierent modifications, and lie dormant 
or are awaked into aclion under different drcumi- 
ftances. The feodal Lord had it infinitely more 
in his power to be rapacious than the merchant. 
And whattever avarice may attend the trader, his 
intercotirfe with the reft of mankind Ufts him 
greatly above that brutifh ferocity which aA«- 
atcs the favage, often the ruftic, and in general 
Chara6terifes the ignorant part of mankind. The 
abolition of the feodal fyftem, a fyftem of ahfi> 
lute flavery, and that equality of mankind which 
afibrds the protcftion of property, and every 
other incitement to induftry,* are the glorious 
gifts which the fpirit of commerce, called forth 
by prince Henry of Portugal, has beftowed upon 
Europe in general ; and, as if direfted by the 
inanes o£ his mother, a daughter of England, 
upon the Britifh empire in particular. In the 
vice of effeminacy alone, perhaps, do we exceed 
our anceftors : yet even here we have infinitely 
the advantage over them. The brutal ferocity 
of former ages is now loft, and the general- mind 
is humanifed. The favage breaft is the native 
foil of revenge; a vice, of all others, ingrati- 
tudc excepted, peculiarly ftampcd with the cha- 

racier 
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ra6ler of hell. But the mention of this was re- 
ferved for the charader of the lavages of Europe. 
The favage of every country is implacable when 
injured, but among fome, revenge has its mea- 
fure. When an American Indian is murdered, 
his kindred purfue the murderer, and foon as 
blood has atoned for blood, the wilds of Ame- 
rica hear the hofiile parties join in their mutual 
lamentations over the dead ; and as an oblivion 
of malice, the murdered and the murderer are 
buried together. But the meafure of revenge, 
never to be full, was left for the demi-favages of 
Europe. The vaflals of the feodal Lord entered 
into his quarrels with the moft inexorable rage. 
Juft or unjuft was no coniideration of theirs. It 
was a family feud ; no farther enquiry was made ; 
and from age to age, the parties, who never in- 
jured each other, breathed nothing but mutual 
rancour and revenge. And actions, fuitable to 
this horrid fpirit, every where confefled its vi- 
rulent influence. Such were the late days of Eu- 
rope, admired by the ignorant for the innocence of 
manners. Refentment of injury indeed is natu- 
ral ; and there is a degree which is honefl:, and 
though warm, far from inhuman. But if it is 
the hard talk of humanifed virtue to preferve the 
feeling of an injury unmixt with the flighted cri- 
minal wilh of revenge, how impoflible is it for 
the favage to attain the dignity of forgivenefs, 
the great eft ornament of human nature ! As in 

individuals. 
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hufividtials, a imrf ue will rife into a Vice, geneto^ 
fity into bfiftd profuiion, attd even mercy into 
criminal lenity, fo civiKfed manners will lead the 
opulent into effeminacy. But let it be confidered, 
this co^fequence is by no means the cettdih refult 
of civilization. Civilization, on the contifary, 
pfovides the moft effedual preventive of this 
evil. Where clafScal literature ptevailS) the fnan« 
ly ^it which it breathes muft be diffuledi 
Whehcver fnvoloufnefs predominates, when re* 
finement degenerates into whatever enervates 
the i<iind, literary ignorance is fure to compleat 
the effeminate charafter. A mediocrity of virtues 
and of talents is the lot of the great majority of 
mankind ; and even this mediocrity, if cultivated 
by a liberal education, 'will infallibly fecure its 
po&ffor againft thofe excriffes of effeminacy which 
are really culpable. To be of plain manners it is 
not necefiary to be a clown, or to wear coarfe 
doaths ; nor is it neceflary to lie on the ground 
and feed like the favage, to be truly manly. The 
beggar who, behind the hedge, divides his offals 
\inth his dog, has often more of the real fenfua- 
lift than he who dines at an eleganC table. Nor 
need we hefitate to affert, that he who^ unable to 
ptcferve a ftiaflly elegance of manners, degene- 
rates into the petit maitre, would have been, in 
any age or condition, equally infignificant and 
worthlefs. Some, when they talk of the debau- 
voL. I* c chery 
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chery of the prefent age, feem to think that the 
former were all innocence. But this is ignorance 
of human nature. The debauchery of a barba- 
rous age is grofe and brutal ; that of a gloomy 
fuperftitious one, fecret, exceffive, and murde- 
rous ; that of a more polifhed one, not to make 
an apology, much happier for the fair fex *, and 
certainly in no circumftance fo big with political 
unhappineis. If one difeafe has been imported 
from Spanifli America, the moft valuable medi- 
cines have likewife been brought from thefe regi- 
ons ; and diftempers, which were thought invin- 
cible by our forefathers, are now cured. If the 
luxuries of the Indies uflier difeafe to our tables, 
the confequence is not unknown j the wife and 
the temperate receive no injury; and intempe- 
rance has been the deftroyer of mankind in every 
age. The opulence of ancient Rome produced a 
luxury of manners which proved fatal to that 

mighty 

♦ Even that warm admirer of favage happinefs, the author of 
the Hl/lolre Philofophique ^ Politique des Etahnffhnetu, &c. con- 
feflcs, that the wild Americans feem deftitute of the feeling of 
love—" In a little while, fays he, when the heat of paffion is 
« gratified, they lofe all afFedlion and attachment for their wo- 
« men, whom they degrade to the moft fervile offices,"— A ten- 
der remembrance of the firft endearments, a generous participa- 
tion of care and hope, the compafllonate fentiments of honour, 
all thofe delicate feelings, which arife into afFeftion and bind at- 
tachment, are indeed incompatible with the ferocious and grofs 
fenfations of the barbarian of any country. 
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mighty empire. But the effeminate fenfualifts of 
tfaofe ages were men of no intellectual cultivation. 
The enlarged ideas, the generous and manly feel- 
ings infpired by liberal ftudy, were utterly un- 
known to them. Unformed by that wifdom 
which arifes from fciencc and true philofophy, 
they were grofs barbarians, drefled in the mere 
outward tinfel of civilization *. Where the en- 
thufiafm of military honour charaderifes the rank 
of gentlemen, that nation will rife into empire. 
But no fooner does conqueft give a continued fecu- 
rity, than the mere foldier degenerates ; and the 
old veterans are foon fucceeded by a new genera- 
tion, illiterate as their fathers, but deftitute of 
their virtues and experience. Polite literature 
not only humanifes the heart, but alfo wonder- 
fully ftrengthens and enlarges the mind. Moral 
2nd political philofophy are its peculiar provinces, 
and are never happily cultivated without its af- 
fiftance. But where ignorance charafterifes the 
body of the nobility, the moft infipid diffipation, 
and the very idlenefs and effeminacy of luxury, 
are fure to follow. Titles and family are then the 
only merit j and the few men of buiinefs who 

furround 

* The degeneracy of the Roman literature preceded tlie fate 
of that empire, and the reafbn is obvious. The men of fortune 
grew frivolous, and fuperficial in every branch of knowledge, and 
were therefore unable to hold the reins of empire. The degenera- 
cy of literary tafte is, therefore, the fureft proof of the gene»l 
declenfion. 
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furround the throne, have h then in their power 
to aggrandife themfeJves by riveting the chatrm 
of flavery. A ftatcly grandeur is prefervedy b4t 
it is only outward ; all is decayed within, and ow 
the firff ftorm the weak fabric fklls to the dtift.' 
Thus rofe and thus fell the empire of Rome,- 
ahd the much \<^ider one of Portugal. Thotrgb 
the increafe od wealth did indeed contribttte W 
that corruption of manners which unnerved thi^ 
Portuguefe, certain it is, the wifdom of legiflstute 
might have prevented every evil which Spsdfl 
and Portugal have experienced from their acqui- 
fitions in tlie two Indies. Every evil Which they 
iiave fufFered from their acquirements arofe^ 2ts 
fliall be hereafter demonftrated, from their gene- 
ral ignorance, an ignorance which rendered theW 
unable to ihveftigate or apprehend, even the firfl 
principles of civil and commercial philofophy. 
And what other than the total eclipfe df their 
glory could be expefted from a nobility, rude 
and unlettered as thofe of Portugal are defcribed 
by the author of the Luliad, a court and nobility^ 
who fealed the truth of all his complaints againft 
them, by fuffering that great man, the light of 
their age, to die in an alms-houfe ! What but the 
fall of their ftate could be expefted from barbari- 
ans like thefe ! Nor can the annals of mankind 
produce one inftance of the fall of empire, where 
the charafter of the grandees was other than that 
afcritjed to his countrymen by Camoens. 

THE 
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IN O lefibn can be of greater national Importance than 
the hiftory of the rife and the fall of a commercial empire. 
The view of what advantages were acquired, and of what 
might have been ftill added ; the means by which fuch 
empire might have been continued, and the errors by 
which it was loft, are as particularly confpicuous in the 
naval and commercial hiftory of Portugal, as if providence 
had intended to give a lafting example to mankind ; a 
chart, where the cOurfe of the {afe voyage is pointed out ; 
and where the ihdves and rocks, and the feafons of tern- 
peft, are difcoveredj and foretold* 
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The biftory of Portugal, as a naval and commercial 
power, begins with the enterprizes of Prince Henry. But 
as the improvements introduced by thb great man, and 
the completion of his defigns are intimately connefted 
with the political ftate of his age and country, a conciie 
view of the progrefi of the power, and of the charaAer of 
that kingdom, will be neceflary to elucidate the hiftory 
of the revival of commerce, and the fubjeft of th« 
Lufiad. 

During the centuries, when the effeminated Roman 
provinces of Europe were defolated by the irruptions of 
northern or Scythian Barbarians, the Saracens, originally 
of the fame race, a wandering banditti of Afiatic Scythia, 
fpread the fame horrors of brutal conqueft over the fined 
countries of the eaftem world. The northern conquerors 
of the finer provinces of Europe embraced the Chriflian 
religion as profefied by the monks, and, contented with 
the luxuries of their new fettlements, their military fpirit 
foon declined. Their ancient brothers, the Saracens^ 
on the other hand, having embraced the religion of Mo- 
hammed, their ragp of war received every addition which 
may poffibly be infpired by religious enthufiafm. Not 
only the fpoils of the vanquiflied, but their beloved para- 
difc itfelf, were to be obtained by their fabres, by ex- 
tending the faith of their prophet by force of arms and 
ufurpation of dominion. Strengthened and infpired by a 
commiffion which they cfteemed divine, the rapidity of 

their 
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thdrconquefts hr exceeded thofe of the Goths and Van- 
dals.' A great majority of the inhabitants of every coun* 
try wbkii they fiibdued, eovbraced their religion, imbibed 
their priociples, united in their views ; and the profeflbrs 
of Mohaipmedifm became the mc^ formidable combina^ 
tka that ever was leagued together againft the reft of man- 
kiad. Morocco and the adjacent countries, at this time 
amazingly populous, had now received the doArines of 
the Koran, and incorporated with the Saracens. And the 
Infidel arms fpread ilaughter and defblation firom the fouth 
of Spain to Italy and the iflands of the Mediterranean. 
AH the rapine and carnage committed by the Gothic con- 
querors were now amply returned on their lefs warlike 
pofterity. In Spain, and the province now called Portu- 
gal, the Mohammedans ered:ed powerful kingdoms, and 
thcar luft of conqueft threatened deftru^tion to every 
Chriftian power. But a romantic military fpirit revived 
In Europe, under the aufpices of Charlemagne. Several 
religious military orders were eftablifhed.' Celibacy, the 
ftttdy of religion, and the exercifc of arms, were the con- 
ditiiMis of their vow, and the defence of their country and 
of the iaith, their ambition and fble purpofe. He who 
£b11 in battle was honoured and envied as a martyr. And 
moft wonderful victories crowned the ardor of theie reli- 
gious warriors. The Mohammedans, during the reign' 
of Charlemagne, made a moft formidable irruption into 
Europe, and France in particular felt the weight of their 
fujy I but the honour which was paid to the knights who ' 
* B 2 wore 
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wore the badge of the crofs, drew the adventurous youtb 
of every Chriftian power to the ftandards of that political 
monarch) and in faA, (a circumftancc however negle£ked 
by hiftorians) gave birth to the Crufades, the beginiung 
of which, in propriety, ought ta be dated from Kb reign. 
Few indeed are the hiftorians of this age, but enough re- 
main to prove that though the writers of the old romance 
have greatly difguifed it, though they have g^ven full room 
to the wildeft flights of imagination, and have added the 
mexhauftible machinery of magic to the adventures of their 
heroes, yet the origin of their fictions was founded on 
hiftorical fa£b*. And, however this period may thus 
refemble the fabulous ages of Greece, certain it is, that 
an Orlando, a Rinaldo, a Rugero, and other celebrated 
names in romance, acquired great honour in the wars 
which were waged againft the Saracens, the invaders of 
Europe. In thefe romantic wars, by which the power of 
the Mohammedans was checked, ieveral centuries elapfed, 
when Alonzo, king of Caftile, apprehenfivc that the whole 
force of the Mohammedans of Spain and Morocco was 
ready to fall upon him, prudently imitated the conduct 
of Charlemagne. He availed himfelf of the fpirit of chi- 
valry, 



* Ariofto, who adopted the legends of the old romance, chu&d this pe« 
riod for the fubje^t of his Orlando Furiofo. Paris befieged by the Saracens, 
Orlando and the other Chridlan knights afiemble in aid of Charlemagne, 
who are oppofed in then amours and in battle by Rodomont, Feiraw, and 
other infidel knighu. That there was a noted Moorilh Spaniard, named 
Ferraw, a redoubted champion of that age, we haye the tefUmony of Miu>* 
cus Antonius SabeUkus, a writer of note of the fifteenth century. 
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valry» and demanded leave of Philip I. of France^ and of 
fither princes^ that volunteers Scorn their dommlons might 
be allowed to diiiingaifh themfelves under Us banners 
againft the infidels. His defire was no (boner known^ 
than a brave romantic army thronged to his ftandards^ 
and Alonzo was vi£lorions. Honours and endowments 
were liberalljr diftributed among the championsj and to 
one of the braveft of them^ to Henry $, a younger fon of 
the duke of Burgundy, he gave his daughter Terefa in 
marriage, with the fovereignty of the countries fbuth of 
Galicia in dowry, -commiffioning him to extend his do- 
fxunions by the expulfion of the Moors. Henry, who 
ragned by the title of Count, improved every advantagie 
which offered. The two rich provinces of Etitro Mirths 
-€ Douro, and Tra los Monies, yidded to his arms ; great 
part of Beira was alfo fiibdued i and the Moorifh king of 
liamegQ became his tributary* Many thouiands of ChriC- 
dans, who had lived in miferable fubjeffion to the Moors, 
or in deiblafee. independency on the mountains, took fhd- 
ter under the generous protefiion of Count Henry. Great 
numbers alfo of the. Moors chaoged their religion, and 
chuGsd rather to continue in the land where they were 
bom, under a mild government, than be expofed to the 
feverities and injuftice of their native governors. And 
thus, on one of the moftf beautiful and fertile fpots of 

the 

$ See the notes on page lo and xi. 

f Small indeed in extent, but €o rich In fertility, that it was called Jk^ 
ifafo fff^ankg^ tbt marrow •fSp<um. Vid. Refandil Antiq. Lufit. 1, iii. 
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the world) and in the fineft climate, in confeqixence of t 
Crufade f againft the Mohammedans, was eftabliihed the 
fovereignty of Portugal, a fovereignty wbkh in time ^read 
its influence over the world, and gave a new bcc to the 
manners of narions. 

Coiint Henry, after a ibceefiful reign, was fucceeded 
by his in£mt Ton Don Aionzo^Henry, who having liir* 
Yifiomited feveral dangers which threatened his yoath^f 
became the firft of the Portugocre kings. In 1 139 the 
Moors of Spain and Barbary united their forces to reco- 
▼er the dominions from which they had been driven Toff 
the Chriftians. According to the loweft accounts of the 
{\»tuguefe writers, the amiy of the Moor^ amounted to 
400,000; nor is ths number ihcrediUe, whenweton^ 
dd^ what great armies they at other times brought to the 
field ; and that at this time they came to take pofleffioti 
of the lands which they expeAed to conquer. Don Ahm^ 
r.6, hc^^ever, with a very fanil army, g^ve theih battle 
oh the pbins of Ourique, and after a ftruggleof fik honrs, 
obtained a moft glorious and complete § viAofy, aind 
wlaich was crowned with an* event of the litmoft impor- 
tance. On the field of battle Don Alonso wa» pMMtned 

king 

f In propriety mod ceruinly a Cnafade, though that term has ncrcr be* 
fore been applied to this war. 

t See the note on page I a. 

^ For an account of this battle, and the coronation of the 6rft king of 
I'o. tugal, fee the note, p. 22. 



THE DISCOVERY OF INDIA; xxxIil 
king of Portugal b^ his viAorioos foldiers, and he in re- 
tym ccmfeired the fank of nobility on the whole army. 
But the conftitutioQ of the monarchy was not iettledj 
qor was Alonzo invefied with the Regmlia till iix years 
after this memorable day. The government the Porta- 
gade had experienced under the Spaniards and Moon, 
and the advantages which they £iw were derived from their 
own valour, had taught them a love of liberty, which 
was not to be complimented away in the joy of vi£lbry, 
or by the ihouts of tumult* Alonzo himfelf underftood 
their ipirit too well to venture the leaft attempt to make 
himielf a despotic monarch ; nor did he difcover the leaft 
inclination to deftroy that bold confcioufinefi of freedom 
which had enabled his army to conquer, and to ele£l him 
their fovereign* After fix years ifent in £uther viAories, 
in extending and fecuring his dominions, he called an 
aflembly of the prelates, nobility and commons, to meet 
at Lamego* When the aflembly opened, Alonzo appear* 
cd ieatcd on the throne, but without any other n>ark of 
regal dignity. And ere he was crowned, the conftitutio^ 
of the fiate was fettled, and eighteen ftatutes wo-e fo- 
Jenmly confirmed by oathf, as the charter of king and 
peojde } ftatutes diametrically oppofite to the jus divinum 
pf kingy, to the principles which inculcate and demand 
the unlimitted pafiive obedience of the fubjedt 

Conlcious 



f The power of depofing, and of eiefHng their kbgs, under certain cir* 
comftanceiy is vefted in the people by the ftatutes of Lamego. See the 
aotesi p. %% and %^. 
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Confcious of what they owed to their own yalour, the 
founders of the Portuguefe monarchy tranfmitted to their 
heirs thofe generous principles of liberty which complete 
and adorn the martial charaAer. The ardour of the vo- 
lunteer, an ardour unknown to the flave and the merce- 
nary, added to the moft romantic ideas of military glory, 
charafterifed the Portuguefe under the reigns of their firfl 
monarchs. In almoft continual wars with the Moors, 
this fpirit, on w&ich the exiftence of their kingdom de- 
pended, rofe higher and higher ; and the defire to ex- 
tirpate Mohammedifm, the principle which animated the 
wifli of viftory in every battle, feemed to take deeper 
root in every age. Such were the manners, and fitch the 
principles of the people who were governed by the fuc- 
ceflbrs of Alonzo the firft ; a fucceffion of great men, 
' who proved themfelves worthy to reign over fo military 
and enterpriiing a nation. 

By a continued train of viftories Portugal increafed 
confiderably in ftrength, and the Portuguefe had the ho- 
nour to drive the Moors from Europe. The invaiions of 
thefe people were now requited by fuccefsful expeditions 
into Africa. And fuch was the manly fpirit of thefe ages, 
that the fbtutes of Lamego received additional articles in 
iavour of liberty ; a convincing proof that the general he- 
roifm of a people depends upon the principles of free- 
dom. Alonzo IV. f though not an amiable character, 

was 

f For the dniader of this priact* fee the note, p. SS' 
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"WQs perhaps the greateft warriori politician, and monarch 
of his age. After a reign of military fplendor he left his 
throne to his (on Pedro, who from his inflexible juftice 
was fumamed the Juft, or, the Lover of Juftice. The 
ideas of equity and literature were now difiufed by this 
great prince %, who was himiclf a polite fcholar, and moft 
accomplilhed gendeman. And Portugal began to perceive 
the advantages of cultivated talents, and to feel its fupe- 
rioricy over the barbarous politics of the ignorant Moors. 
The great Pedro, however, vras fucceeded by a weak 
prince, and the heroic fpirit of the Portuguefe feemed to 
exift no more under his ion Fernando, fumamed the 
Carelefs. 

But the general character of the people was too deeply 
imprefied, to be obliterated by one inglorious reign i and 
under John I. f all the virtues of the Portuguefe fhone 
forth with redoubled luftre. Happy for Portugal, his fa* 
ther beftowed a moft excellent education upon this prince, 
which added to, and improving his great natural talents, 
rendered him one of the greateft of monarchs. Confci- 
ous of the fuperiority which his own liberal education 

avc 



I For anecdotes of this monarch, fee the notes, p. 57 and 5S. 

f This gneat prince was the natural fon of Pedro the jiift. Some years 
after the murder of his beloved fponie Inez de Caiho (of which fee the text 
;ind notes, p. 48, &c.) left bis father, whofe fevere temper he too well 
knew, (hould force him into a diiagreeable marriage, Don Pedro commen- 
ced an amour with a Oalidan lady, who became the mother of John I. the 
jiffieferver of the Portugoefe mooarchjr. See the notes, p. 66 and 67, 
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gave him, lie was affiduous to beftow the faine advantages 
upon his children ; and he himfelf often became their 
preceptor in the branches of fcienc^ and ufefvil knowledge. 
Fortunate in all his affairs, be was mofk of all fortunate ia 
his family. He had many Tons, and he lived to fee them 
men, men of parts and of aftion, whoie only emulation 
was to fhew afieAion to his perfbn, and to fiipport his 
adminiftration by their great abilities* 

There is fomething exceedingly pleafing in the hiftorj 
of a family which fhews human nature in its moft exalted 
virtues and moft amiable colours } and the tribute of vei* 
neration is fpontaneoufly paid to the father whp diftin-* 
guifhes the different talents of his children, and places 
them in the proper lines of a^on. All the fons of John 
excelled in military exerciies, and in the literature of their 
age ; Don Edward and Don * Pedro were particularly edu* 
cated for the cabinet, and the mathematical genius of Don 
Henry, one of his youngeft fons, received every encou- 
ragement which a king and a father could give, to ripen 
it mto perieAion and public utility* 

Hiftory 



* The {ons of John, who figure in hiftoiy, were Edward, Juan, Fer- 
nando, Pedro, and Henry. Edward (ucceeded his father, (for whofe cha- 
racter, fee the note p. 86 and 87.) Juan, diftinguiftied hoth in the 
camp and cabinet, in tiie reign of his brother Edward had the honour to 
oppoie the wild expedition again ft Tangier, which was propofed by his 
brother Fernando, in whofe perpetual captivity it ended. Of Pedro af- 
terwards. 
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Hiftory was well known to Prince Henry, and his turn 
of mind peculiarly enabled him to make politics^ obferva- 
tioos npon it. The wealth and power of ancient lyre 
and Carthage (hewed him what a maritime nation might 
hope ; and the floorifhing colonies of the Greeks were 
die fireqoeat topic of his converfation. Where the Gre- 
cian commerce, confined as it was, extended its influence 
Ae defarts became cultivated fields, cities rofe, and men 
were drawn firom the woods and caverns to unite in fbci« 
ecy. The Romans, on the other hand, when they de« 
ftroyed Carthage, buried, in her ruins, the fountain of 
di^zation, of improvement and opulence. They extin- 
gaiihed the fjurit of commerce ; the agriculture of the 
conquered nations, Britannia f alone, perhaps, excepted^ 
was totally negle£bed. And thus, while the luxury of 
Rome confiimed the wealth of her provinces, her uncom- 
mercial policy dried up the iburces of its continuance* 
The egregious errors of the Romans, who perceived not 
the tnie vie of their diflant conquefts, and the inexhau^ 
tible fountains of opulence which Phoenicia had eftabliflied 
in her colonies, inflru£ted Prince Henry what fffts to be- 
ftow upon his country, and, in the refult, upon the whcic 
world. Nor were the ineftimable advantages of commerce 
the folc motives of Henry. AU the ardour whkh the love 

of 

f The honour of this is dae to Agricola, he emplojred his leg^oos in cut- 
ting down forefts and in desnring marflies. And for ierenl ngei alter his 
time, the Romans drew immenie quantities of vrficat from tbdr Britifli 
province* 
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of his country Qould awake, confpired to ftimulate the na- 
tural turn of his genius for the improvement of navi- 
gation. 

As the kingdom of Portugal had been wrefted from the 
Moors and eftablilhed by conqueft, fo its exiftence ftill de« 
pended on the fuperiority of the force of arms; and ere 
the birth of Henry, the fuperiority of the Portttguefe n»» 
Ties had been of the utmoft confequence to the protedtion 
of the ftate. Such were the circumftances which united to 
infpire the defigns of Henry, all which were powerfully ea- 
forced and invigorated by the religion of that prince. The 
deiire to extirpate Mohammedifm was patriotifin in Portu- 
gal. It was the principle which gave birth to, and fup- 
ported their monarchy : Their kings avowed it, and 
Prince Henry, the piety of whofe heart cannot be queftion- 
ed, always profeiTed, that to propagate the gofpel was the 
great purpofe of his defigns and enterprizes. And how- 
ever this, in the event, was f neglected, certain it is, that 
the fame principles infpired, and were always profefled by 
king Emmanuel, under whom the Eaftem World was di£> 
covered by Gama. 

The Crufades to refcue the Holy Land from the infidels, 
which had already been, however unregarded by hiftori- 

ans, 

f Neglected in the idea of the commanders ; the idea of Henry however 
<«»» greatly fulfilled. For the dominbn of the Portnguefe in the Indian 
iea cut the finews of the Egyptian and other Mohammedan powers. But 
of this afterwards. 
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?uis, of the greateft political fcrvice to Spain and Portugal, 
B began now to have fome eEkd upon the commerce of £u- 
rope. The Hans Towns had received charters of liberty, 
and had united together for the protection of their trade 
againft the numerous pirates of the Baltic. A people of 
Italy, known by the name of the Lombards, had opened 
a lucrative traffic with the ports of Egypt, firom whence 
they imported into Europe the riches of the Eaft; and 
Bruges in Flanders, the mart between them and the Hans 
Towns, was, in confequence, furrounded with the beft 
agriculture of thefe ages X • A certain proof of the depend- 
ence of agriculture upon the extent of commerce. Yet 
though thefe gleams of light, as morning ftars, began to 
appear ; it was not the grofs multitude, it was only the eye 
of a Henry which could perceive what they prognofticated, 
and it was onl^ a genius like his which coul J prevent them 
from again fetting in the depths of night. The Hans 
Towns were liable to be buried in the viAories of a ty- 
rant, and the trade with Egypt was exceedingly infecure 

and 



P Sec the note on the Crnfadcs, Ludad VII. 

t Flanders has been the (chool-miflrefs of hufbandry to Europe. Sir 
Charles Lifle, a royalifl, refided in this country icveral years during the 
ufurpation of the Regicides; and after the reftoration, rendered England 
the greateft fervice, by introducing the prefent fy ftem of agriculture. Where 
trade increafes, men's thoughts are fet in action ; hence the increafe of 
food which is wanted, is fuppUed by a redoubled attention to husbandry ; 
and hence it was that agricultnre was of old improved and difFufcd by the 
Phccnician colonies. Some theories complain of the number of lives 
which are loft by navigation, but they totally forget that commerce is the 
parent of population. 
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and precarious. Europe was ftiU envdoped in the dark 
mifts of ignorance^ and though the mariner's compafs was 
invented before the birth of Henry, it was improved to zio 
naval advantage. Traffic ftill crept^ in an infant ftate^ 
along the coafts, nor were the confiru£)ion of ihips adapt- 
ed for other voyages. One fuccefsfiil Tyrant might have 
overwhelmed the fyftem and extinguiflied the Ipirit of 
commerce, for it ftood on a much narrower and much 
feebler bafis, than in the days of Fhcenician and Grecian 
colonization. Tet thele mighty fabrics, many centuries 
iiefisre, had been fwallowed up in the deflations of unpo^ 
litical conqueft. A broader and more permanent founda- 
tion of commerce than the world had yet feen, an univer- 
£d bafis, was yet wanting to bleis mankind, and Henry 
Duke of Vlieo was bom to give it. 

On purpoie to promote his deiigns. Prince Henry was 
by his father ftationed the 0)mmandar in chief of the Por- 
tuguefe forces in Africa. He had already, in 1412, three 
years before the reduction of Ceuta ||, fent a fhip to make 
difcoveries on the Barbary coaft. Cape Nam, $ as its name 
intimates, was then the Ne plus ultra of European naviga- 
tion; the fhip fent by Henry however pafled it fixty 

leagues, 

I At the leduAion of Ceuta, and other engagements in Africa, Prince 
Henry difplayed a military genius and valour of the firft magnitude. The 
important fortrefs of Ceuta was in a manner won by his own fword. Yet 
though even poflelled by the entfaufjafm of chivahry, his genius for naviga- 
tion prevailed, and confined him to the rock of Sagrez. 

§ Nam^ in Portugnefe, a negative. 



THE DISCOVERY OF INDIA, xlvu 
kagnes, and reached Cape Bojador. Encouraged by thb 
beginning, the Prince, while he was in Africa, acquired 
whatever information the moft intelligent of the Moors of 
Fez and Morocco could give. About a league and one half 
*(rom the C^pe of St. Vincent, in the kingdom of Algarve, 
Don Henry had obferved a fmall, but commodious fituati- 
tm for a (ea-^port town. On this fpot, fuppoied the Prtn 
numtormm Sacrum of the Romans, he built his town of 
Sagrez, by much the beft planned and fortified of any ia 
Portugal. Here, where Ae view of the ocean, fays Faria, 
infpired his hopes and endeavours, he ere£led his arfenals, 
and built and harboured his fhips. And here, leaving the 
temporary buftle and cares of the ftate to his father and 
brothers, he retired like a philofopher from the world, on 
purpofe to render his ftudies of the utmoft importance to 
its happinefs. Having received all the light which could 
he difcovered in Africa, he continued unwearied in his 
mathematical and geographical ftudies; the art of Ihip- 
building received very great improvement under his dircc^ 
. tion, and the truth of his ideas of the ftrufture of the ter- 
raqueous globe are now confirmed. He it was who firft 
fuggefted the ufe of the compafs, and of longitude and la- 
titude in navigation, and how thefe might be afcertained 
by aftronomical obfervations ; fuggeftions and difcoveries 
which would have held no fecond place among the conjec- 
tures of a Bacon, or the improvements of a Newton. Na- 
val adventurers were now invited firom all parts to the town 
of Sagrez, and in 1418 Juan Gonfalez Zarco and Triftran 

Vaz 



xlviii THE DISCOVERY OT INDIA. 
Vaz fet fail on an expedition of diicovery, the circumftanw 
ces of which gave ns a ftriking pi^hire of the ftate of navi- 
gation, ere it was new-modelled by the genius of Henrjr* 

Cape Bojador, lb named from its extent Xf nms abouf 
forty leagues to the weftward^ and for about fix leagues 
off land there is a moft vident current^ which daihing up- 
on the {helves, makes a tempeftuous fea. This was deem* 
ed impafiable, for it was not confidered^ that by ftanding 
out to the ocean the current might be avoided. To pa& 
this formidable cape was the commiifion of Zarco and Vaz» 
who were alfo ordered to proceed as far as they could to 
difcover the African coafl, which according to the infor- 
mation given to Henry by the Moors and Arabs^ extend- 
ed at leaf): to the equinoctial || line. Zarco and Vaz, how- 
ever, loft their courfe in a ftorm, and wero driven to a 

Uttlc 

j Forty leagues appeared as a vaft <Ii(lance to the lailors of that age» 
who named this Cape Bojador, from the Spanilh, ^yar^ to compais or ^ 
about. 

II It was known that the Arabian iea waihed the eallem fide of Africa; 
it was funDifed therefore that a fouthem promootory Iwunded that ooo- 
tinent. And certain it is, from the concurrent teftimony of all the wri* - 
ters who treat of Don Henry's discoveries, that Africa was fuppo(cd to 
terminate near to the equinoAial line. The aooount of Mateo Paolo's 
map, which it is faid, placed the ibuthem Cape in its proper latitude, 
fcems to have been propagated on purpoie to diicredit Prince Henry's ro- 
putation. The (lory ftands thus: Anthony Oalvan relates, that Fran, 
de Soufa Tavares told him that Don Ferdinand told him that in 15 »6, he 
found, in the monaftery of Acobaja, a chart of Africa, loo years old, 
which was (aid to have been copied from one at Venice, which alio was 
beUeved to have been copied from one of Marco. Paolo, which, according 
to Ramufius, marked the Cape of Good Hdpe. Marco Paolo is (kid to 
have travelled into India and China in the fourteenth century. 
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litde ifland, which in the joy of their deliverance they 
named Puerto Santo, or the Holy Haven. Nor was ^ 
Prince Henry, on their return, lefs joyful of their difco- 
very, than they had been of their eicape : A ftriking proof 
of the miferable ftate of navigation ; for this iiland is only , 
about 1 60 leagues, the voyage now of three or four days 
m moderate weather, from the promontory of Sagrez. 

The Difcoverer of Puerto Santo, accompanied by Bar- 
tholomew PereftreUo, were with three fhips fent out on 
farther triaL PereftreUo, having fowed foroe feeds, and 
left fome cattle on HoFy Haven, returned to Portugal ||. 
But Zarco and Vaz direAing their courfe fouthward, in 
1419, perceived fomethmg like a cloud on the water, and 
failing toward it, difcovered an ifland covered with wood, 
which from thence they named Madeira f . And this rich 
and beautiftil ifhnd, which foon yielded a confiderable re- 
venue, was the firft reward of the enterprizes of Prince 
Henry. 

VOL. I. C If 



I Unlackily alfo were left on this ifland two rabbits, whofe young fb 
increafed, that in a few years it was found not habitable, erery vegetable 
being deftroyed by the great incrcafe of thefe animals. 

f The difcoTcry of Madeira by Prince Henry, was fo]|owed by the firft 
fettlement of that ifland, fince the days of Carthaginian commerce. The 
Azores, Canaries, and Cape de Verde iflands, were frequented by that 
trading people ; but fuch was the groflnefs of the Roman policy, that, af- 
ter the fall of Carthage, the navigation to thefe parts ceafcd. One Ma- 
cham, an £ngli(hman, it is iaid, {Harrit*s Voyaget^ buried his miftrefs in 
Madeira, in 1344. Some veflels driven by temped, had perhaps, before 
the tine of Don Henry, defcried the Madeira iflands, but the regular navi- 
gation to them was unknown, till eftabliflied by this great prince. Vid. 
Faria^ torn. I. c. I. 
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If the Duke of Vifeo's liberal ideas of eftaUifhing coliv 
tiiesy thofe finews of a commercial ftate, or his ^ews of 
Afirican and Indian commerce, were too refined to fti^ce 
the grofs multitude ; yet other advantages resulting from 
his defignsy one would conclude, were ielf-evident. Na-> 
ture calls upon Portugal to be a maritime power, and her 
naval fuperiority over the Moors, was in the time of Hen- 
ry, the fureft defence of her exiftence as a kingdom. Yet 
though all his labours tended to eftabli& that naval fupe^ 
riority on the fureft bafis, though even the religion of the 
age added its authority to the cleareft political principles in 
hvonr of Henry ; yet were his enterprizes and his expdficd 
diicoveries derided with all the infolence of ignorance, and 
all the bittemefs of popular clamour. Barren defarts like 
Lybia, it was iaid, were all that could be found, and a 
thoufand difadvantages, drawn from thefe data, were fore- 
feen and foretold. The great mind and better knowledge 
of Henry, however, were not thus to be fhaken. Though 
twelve years from the difcovery of Madeira had elapfed in 
unfuccefsful endeavours to carry his navigation farther, he 
was now more happy ; for one of his captains, named 
Galianez, in 1434 pafled the Cape of Bojador, till then 
invincible ; an aftion, fays Faria, in the common opinion^ 
not inferior to the labours of Hercules. 

Galianez, the next year, accompanied by Gonfalez Bal- 
daya, carried his difcoveries many leagues farther. Ha- 
ving put two horfemen on ihore, to difcover the face of 

the 
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the oountry, tht adventurers, after riding feveral hours, 
iaw niirtcen men armed with javelins. The natives fled, 
and the two horfemen poriuod, till one of the Portugoefc, 
being wounded, loft the firft blood that was lacrificed to 
the new fjStem of commerce. A fmall beginning, a very 
£»aU ftreamlet, ibme perhaps may exclaim, but which 
ibon fwdled into oceans, and deluged the eaftern and we£- 
tern worids. Let fuch philofophers, however, be defired 
4o poiat out the defign of public utility, which has been 
unpolluted by the depravity of the human paffions. To 
ibppoie that Heaven itfdf cotdd give an inftitudon which 
anid not .be perverted, and to fuppofe no previous akera- 
tion in human nature, is contradictory in proportion ; for 
as human nature now exifts, power cannot be equally pof- 
-iefied by all, and whenever the felfiih or vicious paffions 
predominate, that power will certainly be abufed. The 
cruelties therefore of Cortez, and that more horrid barba- 
rian Pizarrof , are no more to be charged upon Don Hen- 

C 2 ry 

f Some embeat writers, both at home and abroad, hare of late endea- 
Toored to ioftca the chancer of Cortez, and have urged the neceffity of 
war for the daughters he committed. Theie authors have alTo greatly Cof- 
tened the horrid features of the Mexicans. If one, hqwever, would trace 
the true chara^er of Cortez and the Americans, he mud have recourfe to 
the numerous Spanifli writers, who were either witnefles of the iirft wars, 
or foon after travelled in thofe countries. In thefe he will find many anec- 
dote* which afford a light, not to be found in our modemifed hiflories. In 
thefe it will he found, that Cortez fet out to take gold by force, and npt 
by eftabliihing any fydem of commerce with the natives, the only jufl 
reafim of efTe^ing a fectlement in a foreign country. He was alked by va- 
rious flates, what commodities or drugs he wanted, and was promifed 
abundant fupply. He and his Spaniards, he anfwered, had a difeafe at 

thoir 
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17 and Columbus^ than the villanies of the Jeiiiits and 
the horrors of the inquifition are to be aicribed to Hun» 
whofe precepts are fummed np in the great command, To 
do to your neighbour as you wonld wifh your neighbour 
to do to you. But if it is ftill alleged that he who pfans 
a difcovery ought to forefee the miferies which the vicious 
will engraft upon his enterprize, let the objeAor be told, 
that the miferies are uncertain, while the advantages are 
real and fure ; and that the true philofbpher will not con^ 
fine his eye to the Spaniih campaigns in Mexico and Peru^ 
but will extend his profped to all the ineftimable benefits, 
all the improvements of laws, opinions, and of manners^ 

which 



their hearts, which nothing but gold conld core ; and he received ]ntal&* 
gence, that Mexico abounded with it. Under pretence of a friendly con- 
ference, he made Montezuma his prifbner, and ordered him to pay tribute 
to Charles V. Immcnfe Turns were paid, but the demand was boundleis. 
Tumults enfued. Cortez difplayed amazing generalfliip, and ibme milli- 
ons of thofe, who in enumerating to the Spaniards the greatnefs of Mon- 
tezuma, boafted that his yearly facriBces con fumed lopoo men, were now 
facrificed to the difeafe of Cortez*s heart. Pizarro, however, in the bar- 
barity of his fool, far exceeded him. There is a very bright Hde of the 
character of Cortez. If we forget that his avarice was the cauie of a mod 
imjuft and mod bloody war, in every other refpe^ he will appear as one 
of the greatefl of heroes. But Pizarro is a character completely deteftable, 
deftitute of every fpark of generofity. He maflacred the Peruvians, he 
iaid, becaufe they were barbarians, and he himielf could not read. Atft- 
balipa, amazed at the art of reading, got a Spaniard to write the word Di- 
os (the Spanifh for God) on his finger. On trying if the Spaniards agree<f 
in what it fignified, he difcovcred that Pizarro could not read. And Pizar- 
to in revenge of the contempt he perceived in the face of Atabalipa, or- 
dered that prince to be tried for his life, for having concubines, and be- 
ing an idolater, Atabalipa was condemned to be burned ; but on fiibmit- 
Ying to baptilm, he was only hanged. 
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wluch have been introduced by the intercourfe of univerfal 
commerce* 

In 1440 Anthony Gonfalez brought Ibme Moors pri- 
ibners to Lifbon. TheCe he took two and forty leagues 
beyond Cape Bojador, and in 1442 he returned to Africa 
with his captives. One Moor efcaped from himi but ten 
blacks <^ Guinea and a coniiderable quantity of gold duft 
were g^ven in ran(bm for two others. A rivulet at the 
place of landing was named, by GonfaleZi Rio del Oro, or 
the River of Gold. And the iilands of Adeget, Arguing 
and de las Garcas^ were now difcovered. 

Thefe Guinea blacks, the firft ever feen in Portugal^ 
and the gold duft, excited other paffions befide admirati- 
on. A company was formed at Lagos, under the aufpices 
of Prince Henry, to carry on a traffic with the new difco- 
vered countries ; and as the PortugueTe confidered them- 
ielves in a ftate of continual hoftility with the Moors, 
about two hundred of thefe people, inhabitants of the 
iflands of Nar and Tider, in 14449 were brought prifoners 
to Portugal. This was foon revenged. Gonzalo de Cin- 
tra was the next year attacked by the Moors, fourteen 
leagues beyond Rio del Oro, where with feven of his men 
he was killed* 

Tbeie hoftile proceedings difpleafed Prince Henry, and 
in 1446 Anthony Gonfalez and two other captains were 

fenc 
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fent to enter into a treaty of peace and ,traflk wkh the nsh 
tives of Rio del Oro, and alfo to attempt their cdtiTerfioft. 
But thefe propofals were rejeAed by the barbarians, one of 
whom, however, came voluntarily to Portugal ; skid Juan 
Fertiandcz remairicd with the natives, to obfarvc their 
manners and the produfts of the country. Iii the ycdr fol- 
lowing Fernahdez was found iti good health, and brdtight 
home to Portugal. The account he gave of the country 
and people affords a ftriking inftance of the mUery of bdr- 
bafians. The land, aft open, barren, iandy plain, #herfe 
the wandering natives were guided in their joumeysi by 
the ftars and flights of birds; their food, mllkj lizards, 
locufts, and fuch herbs as the foil produced without cul- 
ture ; and their only defence from the fcorching heat of 
the fun fome miferable tents which they t>itched, as oc- 
cafion required, on the burning fands. 

In 1447 upwards of thirty fhips followed the route of 
ttafBc which was now opened j arid John de Caftilla ob- 
tained the infamy to ftand the flrft on the lift of thofc 
flames whofe villainies have difgraced the fpirit of com- 
merce, and afforded the loudeft complaints againft the 
progrefs of navigation. Diflatisfled with the value of his 
cargo, he ungratefully feized twenty of the tiatives of Go- 
mera, (one of the Canaries) who had aflifted him, and 
with whom he was in friendly alliance, and brought them 
as flaves to Portugal. But Prince Henry refentcd this out- 
rage. 
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Tage, and haTing given them fome vabiaUe prefents of 
clodkst reftor^ the captives to freedom and their native 
cDontry* 

The converfiim and reduftion of the Canaries was alfo 
this year attempted ; but Spain having claimed a right to 
thefe iflands {|, the oqpedition was difcontinued. In the 
Canary iflands was found a feodal cuftom ; the chief man 
or governor was gratified with the firft night of every 
bride in his diflrifl. 

In 1448 Fernando Alonzo was fent ambailador to the 
King of Cabo Verde with a treaty of trade and converfion 
which was defeated at that time by the treachery of the 
natives. In 1449 the Azores were difcovered by Gonfalo 
VeUoy and the coaft fixty leagues beyond Capie Verde was 
vifited by the fleets of Henry. It is alfo certain that fome 
of his commanders pafled the equino£)iaI line. It was the 
cuftom of his failors to leave his mottO| Talent de Bien 
Fairej wherever they came ; and in 1525 Loaya, a Spa- 
nifli captain, found that device carved on the bark of a 
tree in the ifle of St. Matthew, in the fecond degree of 
fouth latitude. 

Prince 



I SometiiDes before this peiM, Jaim de Btkmemnr^ a Frenchman, under ^ 
tlic king of Caftile, had made a fettlement in the Canaries, whith had * 
^n diicoTcred, it is iaid, about 1340, byibme Bifcayneen. 
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Prince Henry had now with the moft inflexible perfe* 
verancc profecuted his difcoveries for upwards of forty 
years. His father^ John I. concurred with him in his 
views, and gave him every afliftance ; hb brother King 
Edward^ during his ihort reign, was the fame as his fa- 
ther had been; nor was the eleven years regency of his 
brother Don Pedro lefs aufpicious to him §. But the miC- 
underftanding between Pedro and his nephew Alonzo V* 
who took upon him the reigns of government in his feven* 
teenth year, retarded the dcfigns of Hepry, and gave him 
much unhappinefsf. At liis town of Sagrez, from whence 
he had not moved for many years, except when called to 
court on fome emergency of ftate, Don Henry, now ia 
his iixty-feventh year, yielded to the ftroke of fate, in the 
year of our Lord 1463, gratified with the certain profped, 
that the route to the eaftern world would one day crown 
the enterprizes to which he had given birth. He had the 
happinefs to fee the naval fiiperiority of his country over 
the Moors eftablifhed on the moft folid bafis, its trade 
greatly upon the increafe, and what he efteemed his great- 
eft happinefs, he flattered himfelf that he had given a 

mortal 

§ The difficulties he iurmounted, and the afliftance he received, are in- 
contcftabie proofs, that an adventurer of inferior birth could never have 
carried his deiigns into execution. * 

I Don Pedro was villainoufly accufcd of treacherous defignsby his bafVard 
brother, the firft duke of Braganza. Henry left his town of Sagrei, to 
defend his brother at court, but in vain. Pedro, finding the young king in 
the power of Braganza, fled, and Toon after was killed in defending him- 
felf againft a party who were tot to feize him. His innocence, after his 
death, was fully proved, and his nephew Alonzo V. gave him an honi^ur-^ 
able burial. 
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mortal wound to MohammedifiDy and had opened the 
door to an univer(al propagation of Chriftianity and the 
dTllization of mankind. And to him, as to their prima- 
ry author, are due all the ineftimable advantages which 
ever have flowed, or will flow from the difcovery of the 
greateft part of Africa, of the Eaft and Weft Indie3. Eve- 
ry improvement in the ftate and manners of thefe coun- 
tries, or whatever country may be yet difcovered, is ftri£l- 
ly due to him ; nor is the diflerence between the prefent 
ftate of Europe and the monklfh age in which he was born^ 
Icfs the refult of his genius and toils. What is an Alex- 
ander H crowned with trophies at the head of his army, 
compared with a Henry contemplating the ocean from his 
window on the rock of Sagrez ! The one fuggefts the idea 
of the evil daemon, the other of a tutelary angel. 

From the year. 1448, when Alonzo V. aflumed the 
power of government, till the end of his reign in 1471s 
Uttle progrefs was made in maritime affairs, and Cape 
Catharine was only added to the former difcoveries. But 
under his fon John XL the defigns of Prince Henry were 
profecuted with renewed vigour. In 148 1 the Portuguefe 

built 



I It has been £iid by ibnie French writers, that the conquefls of Alex- 
ander were intended to civilize, and unite the world in one grand btered ; 
and that for this great purpofe he built cities and cdabliihed colonies in 
Afia. Thofic, however, who have fludied the true character of that vain* 
gbrions conqueror, the wild delirium of his ambition, and his as wild fond- 
nefs of Ailatic manners, will allow this refinement of deitgn to hold no 
pJace in the motives of the pretended fon of Jupiter. 
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built a fort on the Golden Coaft, and the King of Portu- 
gal took the title of Lord of Guinea. Bartholomew DiaZj 
in i486, reached the river, which he named deU Infimte^ 
on the eaftem fide of Africa ^ but deterred by the ftorms 
of that region from proceeding further, en his return he 
had the happinefs to be the difcoverer of the Promontory^ 
unknown for many ages, which bounds the fouth of Afric. 
This, from the ftorms he there encountered, he named 
the Ce^e of Tempers ; but John elated with the promife of 
India, which this difcovery, as he juftly deemed^ includ* 
ed, gave it the name of the Cape of Good Hope, The arts 
and valour of the Portuguefe had now made a great im- 
preffion on the minds of the Africans* The King of Con- 
go, a dominion of great extent, fent the fons of fome of 
his principal officers to be inftru£led in arts and religion \ 
and ambafladors from the King of Benin requefted teach- 
ers to be fent to his kingdom. On the return of thefe his 
fubje£ts, the King and Queen of Congo, with 100,000 of 
their people, were baptized. An ambaflador alfo arrived 
from the Chriftian Emperor of AbyfKnia, and Pedro de 
Covillam and Alonzo de Payva were fent by land to pene- 
trate into the Eaft, that they might acquire whatever in- 
telligence might &cilitate the defired navigation to India. 
Covillam and Payva parted at Toro in Arabia, and took 
different routes. The former having vifited ConaniH*, Ca- 
licut, and Goa in India, returned to Grand Cairo, where 
he heard of the death of his companion. Here alfo he 
met the Rabbi Abrahant of Bcja, who was employed for 

the 
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the fame purpofe by king Jcba. Covillam fent the Rab- 
bi home with an account of what countries he had ieen, 
and he himielf proceeded to Ormuz and Ethiopia, bat, as 
Camoens exprefles it : 



-to bis native fhore. 



Enrich'd with knowledge, be returned no more. 

Men, whofe genius led them to maritime affalrsi began 
now to be poflefled by an ardent ambition to diftinguiih 
themfelves $ and the famous Columbus offered his fervice ^ 
to *the King of Portugal. Every one knows the difcove- 
ries of this great adventurer, but his hiftory is generally 
mifunderftood*. It is by fome believed, that his ideas of 

the 



* Greatly miTimderftood, eren by the ingenious author of the Account 
•f the EatrvpeoH SttUimadi sh jimerica. Having mentioned the barbarous 
ffarte of Europe ; ** Mathematical learning, iays he, was little valued or 
** cultivated. The true fyftem of the heavens was not dreamed of. There 
• was no knowledge at all of the real form of the earth, and in general 
** the ideas of mankind were not extended beyond their fenfible horizon. 
** In this (late of affairs Chriftopher Columbus, a native of Genoa, under- 
** took to extend the boundaries which ignorance had given to the world. 
•* This man's defign arofe from the juft idea he had formed of the figure of 
« the earth.'* — But this is all a midake. Nor is the author of the Hifoire 
PbUoftpbiqiief &c. lefs unhappy. Mifled by the common opinion of Colum- 
bus, he has thus pompoufly doathed it in the drefs of imagination — Uti 
homme obfcwTy fiiys he, plus avance quefonfteeley &c. — thus literally, " An ob- 
"^foire man, more advanced than his cotemporaiies in the knowledge of 
** aflronomy and navigation, proposed to Spain, happy in her internal do- 
*< minion, to aggrandife herfelf abroad. Chriflopher Columbus felt, as i^ 
" by iniKnA, that there mud be another continent, and that he was to diA 
*< cover it. The Antipodes, treated by reafon itfelf as a chimera, and by 
** fbperftxtion as error and impiety, were in the eyes of this man of genius 

^'aQ 
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the fphere of the earth gave birth to his opinion, that there 
muft be an immenfe unknown continent in the weft ^^ 
fuch as America is now known to be ; and that his pro- 
pofals were to go in fearch of it. But the fimple truth is, 

Columbus, 

** an mcontefhible truth. Full of thu idea, one of the grandeft which ooold 
*< enter the human mind, he propofed, &c. The minifters of this 

** princeis (Ifabel of Spain) edeemed as a vifionary, a man who pretended 
*' to difcover a world^^*.** But this dream of difcoTering a world never 
entered the head of Columbus. And be it ours to reftore his due honours 
to the Prince of Portugal. By the moft indubitable and concurrent tefti- 
« mony of all the Portuguefe Hiftorians of this period, Henry had nndeit»- 
ken to extend the boundaries which ignorance had given to the world, and 
had extended them much beyond the fenfible horizon, long ere Columbus 
appeared. Columbus indeed taught the Spaniards the ufc of longitude and 
latitude in navigation, but he himfelf learned theie among the Portugueie. 
Every alteration here afcribed to Columbus, had almoft fifty years before 
been effeded by Henry. Even Henry's defign of failing to India was adopted 
by Columbus. It was every where his propofal. When he arrived in the 
Weft Indies, he thought he had found the Ophir of Solomon t, and thence 
thefe iflands received their general name. And on his return he told John 
II. that he had been at the iflands of India. When he landed in Cuba, he 
enquired for Cipango, the name of Japan, according to Marco Paolo, and 
by the miftake of the natives, who thought he faid Cibao, he was informed 
of the richeft mines of Hlfpanioia. And^ even on his fourth and laA voy- 
age in 1503, three years after Gama*s return, he promifed the king of 
Spain to find India by a weftward pa/Iage. But though ^:eat difcoveries 
rewarded his toils, his firft and laft purpofe he never completed. It was 
referved for Magalhaens to difcover the weftward route to the Eafterp 
World. 

§ Gomara, and other Spanifti writers relate that while Columbus lived in 
Madeira, a pilot, the only furvivor of a (hip's crew, died at his houfe. This 
pilot, they fay, had been driven to the Weft Indies or America by tempeft, 
and on his death-bed communicated the journal of his voyage to Colum- 
bus. But this ftory, as it ftands at large, is involved in contradiction with- 
out proof, and is every where efteemed a fable of malice. 



^ Peter Martyr, ( who lived at that time at the Court of Spain.) 
Dec 1. 1. 1. 
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Columbus, who as we have certain evidence, acquired his 
(kill in navigation among the Portuguefe, could be no 
ftranger to the defign long meditated in that kingdom^ of 
difcovering a naval route to India, which they endeavour* 
ed to find by compai&ng the coaft of Africa. According 
to ancient geographers and the opinion of that age, India 
was iiippofed to be the next land to the weft of Spun. 
And the idea of difcovering a weftem pailage to the Eaft, 
B due to the genius of Columbus ; but no more : To diC* 
cover India and the adjacent iilands of fpices, already fa- 
mous over all Europe, was every where the avowed and 
fole idea of Columbusf . A propofal of this kind to the 
king of Portugal, whofe fleets had already pafled the cape 
of Good Hope, and who efteemed the route to India as 
almoft difcovered, and in the power of hb own fubje£b, 
could at the court of Lifbon expedt no fuccefs. And the 
offered fervices of the foreigner were rejeAed, even with 
fome degree of contempt. Columbus, however, met a 
more favourable reception from Ferdinand and Ifabella, 
the king and queen of Caftile. To interfere with the 
route or difcoveries, opened and enjoyed by another pow* 
er, v^as at this time efteemed contrary to the laws of nati- 
ons. Columbus, therefore, though the objeA was one, 

propofed. 



f And Co deeply had ancient geography fixed this idea, that Sebaftian 
Cabot*s propofal to Henry VII. I497» was to dilcover Cathay, and thence 
India, by the north- weft. See Hakiuit. torn. 3. p. 7. And Ramufius, Pre- 
fat. torn. 3. -—Columbus endeavoured, firft, to difcover India direOly by 
the weft, and afterwards, by the ibuth-weftw 
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propoied, as Magalhaens afterwards did for the fame rea- 
(on, to fteer the weftward courfe, and hairing in 1492 diA 
covered fbme weftern iflaods, in 14931 ^^ ^ return to 
Spain, he put into the Tagus with great tokens of the 
riches of his difcovery. Some of die Portugueie courtiers, 
the laaie ungenerous minds perhaps who advifed the re« 
jeAion of Colun^bus faecaufe he was a foreigner, propoled 
the aflaffination of that great man, thereby to conceal from 
Spain the advantages of his navigation. But John, thoo^ 
Columbus radier roughly upbraided him, looked upon 
him now with a generous regret^ and difmifled him with 
honour. The king of Portugal, however, was alanne4» 
left the difcoveries of Gtlumbus ihould interfere with thoie 
of his crown, and gave orders to equip a war fleet to pro- 
te£t his rights. But matters were adjufted bj embaffies, 
and that celebrated treaty by which Spain and Portugal 
divided the Weftern and Eaftern Worlds between them- 
lelves. The eaftern half of the world was allotted for the 
Portuguefe, and the weftern for the Spanifli navigation. 
A line from pole to pole drawn an hundred leagues to the 
weft of the Azores, was their boundary : and thus each 
nation had one hundred and eighty degrees, within which 
they might eftablifli fettlements and extend their difcove* 
ries. And a papal bull, which, for obvious reafons, pro- 
hibited the propagation of the gofpel in thefe bounds by 
the fubjefts of any other ftatc, confirmed this amicable 
and extraordinary treaty. 

Soon 
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Soon after dus, while the thoughts of king John were 
intent on the difcovery of India, his preparations were in- 
terrupted by his death. But his eameft defires and great 
defigns were inherited, together with his crown, by his 
coufin Emmanuel* And in 1497, the year before Colum- 
bus made the voyage which difcovered the mouth of the 
river Oronoko, Vafco de Gama failed from the Tagus on 
the difcovery of India. 

Of this voyage, the fubjefb of the Lufiad, many parti- 
culars are neceflarily mentioned in the notes ; we fhall 
therefore only allude to thefe, but be more explicit on the 
others, which are omitted by Camoens, in obedience to 
the rules of the Epopoeia. 

Notwithftanding the full torrent of popular clamour 
againft the undertaking, Emmanuel was determined to 
profecute the views of Prince Henry and John II. Three 
floops of war and a ftore (hip manned with only 160 men 
were fitted out } for hoftility was not the purpofe of this 
humane expedition. Vafco de Gama, a gentleman of good 
femily, who, in a war with the French, had given fignal 
proofs of his naval ikill, was commiffioned admiral and 
general, and his brother Paul, for whom he bore the fin^ 
cereft afieAion, with his friend Nicholas Coello, were at 
his requeft appointed to command under him. AH the 
enthufiafm of defire to accomplifh his end, joined with the 
greateft heroifm, the quickeft penetrationi and cooleft pru- 
dence. 
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dence, united to form the charafter of Gama. On his 
appointment to the command, he declared to the king 
that his mind had long afpired to this expedition. The 
king exprefled great confidence in his prudence and ho- 
nour, and gave him, with his own hand, the colours 
which he was to carry. On this banner, which bore the 
crofs of the military order of Chrift, Gama, with great 
enthufiafm to merit the honours beftowed upon him, took 
the oath of fidelity. 

About four miles from Lifbon there is a chapel on the 
fea fide. To this, the day before their departure, Gama 
conduced the companions of his expedition. He was to 
encounter an ocean untried, and dreaded as unnavigable 
and he knew the force of the ties of religion on minds 
which are not inclined to difpute its authority. The whole 
night was fpent in the chapel, in prayei*s for fuccefs, and 
in the rites of their devotion. .On the next day, when the 
adventurers marched to the fhips, the fhore of Belem i, 
prefented one of the moft folemn and affeAing fcenes per- 
haps recorded in hiftory. The beach was covered with 
the inhabitants of Lifbon. A numerous procefiion of 
priefts in their robes fung anthems and ofiered up invoca- 
tions to heaven. Every one beheld the adventurers as 
brave innocent men going to a dreadful execution, as rufh- 
ing upon certain death ; and the vaft multitude caught the 

fire 

I Or Betiilehem, io named from the chapel. 
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fire of devotion, and joined aloud in the prayers for fuc- 
cefi. Tbe relations, friends, and acquaintance of the 
^voyagers wept ; all were afieAed ; the figh was general ; 
Gama himlelf ihed fome manly tears on parting with his 
friends ; but he hurried over the tender fcene, and haften- 
ed aboard with all the alacrity of hope. Immediately he 
gave his fails to the wind, and fo much afieded were the 
many tfaoi^uids who beheld his departure, that they re- 
mained immoveable on the fhore till the fleet, under full 
faii, evaniihed from their fight. 

It was on the 8th of July when Gama left the Tagus. 
The flag fhip was commanded by himfelf, the fecond by 
his brother, the ^ third by Coello, and the (lore fhip by 
Gonfalo Nunio. Several interpreters, iOkilled in the Ethio- 
pian, Arabic, and other oriental languages, went along 
with them. Ten malefactors, men of abilities, whofe fen- 
ten ces of death were reverfed, on condition of their obe- 
dience to Gama in whatever embaflies or dangers among 
the bvbarians he might think proper to employ them, 
were alio on board. The fleet, favoured by the weather, 
pafled the Canary and Cape de Verde iflands ; but had 
now to encounter other fortune. Sometimes flopped by 
dead calms, but for the mofl part tofl by tempefts, which 
increafed their violence and horrors as they proceeded to 
the fouth. Thus driven far to fea, they laboured through 
that wide ocean which furrounds St. Helena, in feas, 
fays Faria, unknown to the Portuguefe difcoverers, none of 
VOL. I. D whom 
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whom had faUed fo far to the weft. From the 28th of 
July, the d^y they paffed the ifle of St. James, they had 
feen no fhore j and now on November the 4th they were 
happily relieved by the fight of land. The fleet anchored 
in a large bay *, and Coello was fent in fearch of a river, 
where they might take in wood and freflx water. Having 
found one convenient for their purpofe, the fleet made 
toward it, and Gama, whofe orders were to acquaint 
himfelf with the manners of the people wherever he 
touched, ordered a party of his men to bring him fome of 
the natives by force or ftratagem. One they caught as 
he was gathering honey on the fide of a mountain, and - 
brought him to the (hips. He exprefied the greateft in- 
difference for the gold and fine clothes which they fliewed 
him, but was greatly delighted with fome glafles and little 
brafs bells. Thefe with great joy he accepted, and was 
fet on fhore ; and foon after many of the blacks came for, 
and were gratified with the like trifles ; and for which in 
return they gave great plenty of their beft provifions. None 
of Gama's interpreters, however, could underftand a word 
of their language, or receive any information of India. 
And the friendly intercourfe between the fleet and the na- 
tives was foon interrupted by the imprudence of Velofo f, 
a young Portuguefe, which occafioned a fcufile, wherein 
Gama's life was endangered. Gama and fome others 
were on fhore taking the altitude of the fun, when in con- 

fequcnce 

• Now called St. Helen's. f See the note, p. lai. 
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feqncncc of Velofo's rafhnefs they were attacked by the 
blacb with great fury. Gama defended himfelf with an 
oar, and received a dart in his foot. Several others were 
likewife wounded, and they found their fafety in retreat. 
The (hot from the fhips facilitated their efcape, and Gama 
dleeming it imprudent to wafte his ftrength in attempts 
entirely foreign to the defign of his voyage, weighed an- 
chor, and fleered in fearch of the extremity of Afric. 

In this part of the voyage, fays Oforius, the heroifm of 
Gama was greatly difplayed. The waves fwelled like 
mountains in height, the ihips feemed now heaved up to 
the clouds, and now appeared as precipitated by gulphy 
whirlpools to the bed of the ocean. The winds were 
piercing cold, and fo boifterous that the pilot's voice could 
feldom be heard, and a difmal, almoft continual darknefs, 
lirhich at that tempeftuous feafon involves thefe feas, add- 
ed all its horrors. Sometimes the florm drove them 
fouthward, at other times they were obliged to ftand on 
the tack, and yield to its fury, preferving what they had 
gained with the greateft difficulty. 

With fuch mad (eas the daring Gama fought 
For many a day, and many a dreadful night, 
Inceflant laboiu'ing round the flormy Cape, 
By bold ambition led— Thomson. 

D 2 During 
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During any gloomy interval of the ftorm, the failors, 
wearied out with fatigue, and abandoned to defpair, fur- 
rounded Gama, and implored him not to fufier himfelf^ 
and thofe committed to his care, to perifh by fo dread- 
ful a death. The impofBbility that men fo weakened 
fhould ft and it much longer, and the opinion that this 
ocean was torn by eternal tempcfts, and therefore had 
hitherto been, and was impafTable, were urged. But Ga- 
ma's refolution to proceed was unalterable. A formidable 
confpiracy was then formed againiV his life ; but his bro- 
ther difcovered it, and the courage and pmdence of Ga- 
ma defeated its defignf. He put the chief confpirators 

and 

f The Toyage of Gama has been called merely a coaftmg one, and there* 
fore much lefs dangerous and heroicnl than that of Columbus, or of Ab* 
galhacns. But this, it is prefumed, is one of the opinions haftily taken up» 
and founded on ignorance. Columbus and Magalhaeas undertook to na- 
vigate unknown oceans, and fo did Gama ; with this difTerence, that iht 
ocean around the Cape of Good Hope, which Gama was to encounter, 
was believed to be, and had been avoided by Diaz, as impadable. Prince 
Henry fuggeftec^ that the current of Cape Bojador might be avoided by 
landing to Tea, and thus that Cape was firft pafTcd. Gama for this rcaibn 
did not coafl, but (lood to iea for upwards of three months of tempeftuous 
weather. The tempefls vihich affliOed Columbus and Magalhaens, are by 
their different hidorians defcribed with circum (lances of lefs horror and dan- 
ger than thofe which attacked Gama. All the three commanders were en- 
dangered by mutiny ; but none of their crews, fave Gama's, could urge the 
opinion of ages, and the example of a living capuin, that the dreadful 
ocean which they attempted was un navigable. Columbus and Magalhacns 
always found means, after detecting a confpiracy, to keep the reft in hope, 
but Gama*s men, when he put the pilots in irons, continued in the utmoft 
defpair. Columbus was indeed ill obeyed ; Magalhaens ibmetimes little 
better : but nothing, fave the wonderful authority of Gama*s command, 
could have led his crew through the tempeft which he furmounted ere he 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope. Columbus, with th crew, mud have 
returned. The expedients with which he uTed to Tooth them, would, un- 
der 
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and all the pilots in irons, and he himfelf, his brother, 
Coello, and fome others, flood night and day to the 
hebns, and direAed the courfe. At laft, after having 
aiany days, with unconquered mind, withftood the tem- 
peft and an enraged mutiny, (moUm perfidi^) the ftorm 
iuddenly ceafed, and they beheld the Cape of Good Hope. 

On November the 20th all the fleet doubled that pro- 
montory, and fleering northward, coafted along a rich 

and 

Acthh authority, have had do avail in the tempcft which Gama rode 
through. From erciy circum (lance it is evident that Gama had determin* 
cd not to return, unlefs he found India. Nothing lefs than fuch refoluti- 
on to perifh or attain his point coold have led him on. But Columbus, ill 
obeyed, indeed, returned from the mouth of the river Oronoko, before he 
had made a certain difcovery whether the land was ifle or continent. When 
Gama met a ftrong current off* Ethiopia, he bore on, though driven from 
his couric. Columbus (leering fouthward in fearch of continent, met great 
currents. He imagined they were the ridng of the iea towards the canopy 
of heaven, which for aught he knew, (ay the Authors of the Univerfal 
Hiftory, they might touch towards the fouth. He therefore turned his 
courie, and (leered to the wed. The pafGng of the (Iraits of Magellan, 
however hazardous, was not attended with fuch danger as Gama experieno- 
cd at the Cape. The attempt to crofs the Pacific was greatly daring, but 
his voyage in thatica was happy. The navigation of the (Iraits of Magel- 
lan and the Pacific are in this country little known ; but the cour(e of Ga- 
ma is at this day infinitely more hazardous than that of Columbus. If Co- 
lumbus found no pilots to conduct him, but encountered bis greated dan- 
gers in (bunding his cour(e among the numerous weftern iflands, Gama, 
though in the Indian ocean aflided by pilots, had as great trials of his va- 
k>ur, and much greater ones of his prudence. The warlike drength, and 
deep treacherous arts of the Moors, were not found in the wed. All was 
(impticity among the natives there. The prudence and forefight of Gama, 
and Columbus were of the highed rate ; Magalhaens was in thefe (bme- 
times rather inferior. He lod his own, and the lives of the greated part 
of his crew, by hazarding a land engagement at the advice of a judicial 
aftrologer. See the note on this line; 

Iq maU6 tby detds fiaU Majailaeiu a^re, Lvsjao X. 
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and beautiful fhore, adorned with large forefts and num* 
berlefs herds of cattle. All was now alacrity ; the hope 
that they had furmounted every danger revived their fpi- 
rits, and the admiral was beloved and admired. Here» 
and at the bay, which they named St. Bias, they took in 
provifionsy and beheld thofe beautiful rural fceneS| de- 
fcribed by Camoens. And here the ftore floop, now of 
no farther fervice, was burnt by order of the admiral. On 
December the 8th a violent ftorm drove the fleet from 
. the fight of land, and carried them to that dreadful cur- 
rent * which made the Moors deem it impoflible to dou- 
ble the Cape. Gama, however, though unhappy in the 
time of navigating thefe feas, was fafely carried over the 
current by the violence of a tempeft ; and having recovered 
the fight of land, as his fafeft courfe, he fleered north- 
ward along the coaft. On the loth of January they de- 
fcried, about 230 miles from their lafl: watering place, 
fome beautiful iflands, with herds of cattle frilking in 
the meadows. It was a profound calm, and Gama ftood 
near to land. The natives of this place, which he named 
Terra de Natal, were better drefled and more civilized 
than thofe they had hitherto feen. An exchange of pre- 
fents was made, and the black king was (b pleafed with 
the politenefs of Gjima, that he came aboard his fhip to 
fee him. On the 15 th of January, in the dufkofthe 
evening, they came to the mouth of a large river, whofe 
banks were (haded with trees loaded with fruit. On the 

return 

* This current runs between the Cape from thence oamed Corricotes, 
and the fouth-wtfl extremity of Madagafcar. 
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rctom of day they faw feyeral little boats with palm-tree 
leases making towards them, and the natives came aboard 
without hefitation or fear. Gama received them kindly, 
gave them an entertainment, and fome filken garments, 
which they received with vifible joy. Only one of them 
however could fpeak a little broken Arabic. From him 
Feman Martinho learned, that not far diftant was a coun- 
try where ihips, in fhape and fize like Gama*s, frequently 
reforted. Hitheito Gama had found only the rudeft 
barbarians on the coafts of Africa, alike ignorant of India 
and of the naval art. The information he here received, 
that he was drawing near to civilized countries, gave the 
adventurers great fpirits, and the admiral named this place 
The River of Good Signs* 

Here, while Gama careened and refitted his ihips, the 
crews were attacked with a violent fcurvy, which carried 
off ieveral of his men. Having taken in frefh provifions, 
on the 24th of February he fet fail, and on the firft of 
March they defcried four iilands on the coaft of Mozam- 
bic. From one of thefe they perceived fcven veflels in 
foil fail bearing toward them. Thefe knew Gama's fhips 
by the admiral's eniign, and made up to her, fainting her 
with loud huzzas and their inftruments of mufic. Gama 
received them abroad, and entertained them with great 
kindnefs. The interpreters talked with them in Arabic. 
The ifland, in which was the principal harbour and trad- 
ing town, they faid, was governed by a deputy of the 
king of Quiloaj and many Saracen merchants, they add- 

cd| 
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edy were fettled here, who traded with Arabia, India^ 
and other parts of the world. Gama was overjoyed, and 
the crew with uplifted hands returned thanks to heaven. 

Pleafed with the prefents which Gama fent him, and 
imagining that the Portuguefe were Mohammedans from 
Morocco, Zacocia the governor, drelled in rich embroi* 
dery, came to congratulate the admiral on his arrival in 
the Eaft. As he approached the fhips in great pomp^ 
Gama removed the fick out of fight, and ordered all thofe 
in health to attend above deck, armed in the Portuguefe 
manner i for he forefaw what would happen when the 
Mohammedans ihould difcover their miftake. During 
the entertainment provided for him, Zacocia feemed 
highly pleafed, and aiked feveral queftions about the 
arms and religion of the ftrangers, Gama fhewed them 
his arms, and explained the force of his cannon, but he 
did not afFeft to know much about religion ; however he 
frankly promifed to fliew him his books of devotion whene* 
ver a few days refrefhment fhould give him a more con- 
venient time. In the meanwhile he intreated Zacocia to 
fend him fome pilots who might conduA him to India. 
Two pilots were next day brought by the governor, a 
treaty of peace was folemnly concluded, and every office 
of mutual friendfhip feemed to promife a lading harmony. 
But it was foon interrupted. Zacocia, as foon as he found 
the Portuguefe were Chriftians, ufed every endeavour to 
deftroy them. The life of Gama was attempted. One 

of 
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of the Mooriih pilots deferted, and fome of the Portu- 
guefe, who were on fhore to get frefli water, were at- 
tacked by feven barks of the natives, but were relcued by 
a timely affiftance from the fhips. 

Befides the hatred of the Chriftian name, infpired by 
their religion, thefe Mohammedan Arabs had other rea- 
fons to wifh the deftrudtion of Gama. Before this pe- 
riod, they were almoft the only merchants of the Eaft. 
Thoagh without any empire in a mother country, they 
were bound together by language and religion, and like 
the modem Jews, were united together, though fcattered 
over various countries. Though they efteemed the cur- 
rent off Cape Corrientes, and the tempeftuous feas around 
the Cape of Good Hope, as impaflable, they were the 
fole mailers of the Ethiopian, Arabian, and Indian feas ; 
and had colonies in every place convenient for trade on 
thcfe coafts. This crafty mercantile people clearly fbrefaw . 
the confequences of the arrival of Europeans, and every 
art was foon exerted to prevent fuch formidable rivals from 
cfie£ting any fettlement in the Eaft. To thefe Moham- 
medan traders, the Portuguefe, on accdunt of their reli- 
gion, gave the name of Moors. 

Immediately after the fkirmiih at the watering-place, 
Cama, having one Moorifli pilot, fet fail, but was foon 
driven back to the fame iiland by tempeftuous weather. He 
now refolved to take in frefli water by force. The Moors 

perceived 
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perceived his intention, about two thoufand of whom rl- 
iing from ambufhi attacked the Portuguefe detachment. 
But the prudence of Gama had not been aileep. His 
fhips were ftationed with art, and his artillery not only 
difperfed the hoftile Moors, but reduced their town, 
which was built of wood, into a heap of a(hes. Among 
fome prifoners taken by Paulus de Gama was a pilots and 
Zacocia begging forgivenefs for his treachery, fent ano- 
ther, whofe ikill in navigation he greatly commended; 

A war with the Moors was now begun. Gama perceiv- 
ed that their jealoufy of European rivals gave him nothing 
to expeft but fecret treachery and open hoftility ; and he 
knew what numerous colonies they had on every trading 
coaft of the Eaft. To imprefs them therefore with the 
terror of his arms on their firft aft of treachery was wor- 
thy of a great commander. Nor was he remifs in his at- 
tention to the chief pilot, who had been laft fent. He 
perceived in him a kind of anxious endeavour to bear near 
fome little iflands, and fufpedting there were unfeen rocks 
in that courfe, he confidently charged the pilot with guiltj 
and ordered him to be feverely whipped. The punifli- 
ment produced a confeflion, and promifes of fidelity. 
And he now advifed Gama to ftand for Quiloa, which he 
aflured him was inhabited by Chriftians. Three Ethiopi- 
an Chriftians had come aboard while at Zacocia's ifland, 
and the current opinions of Prefter John's country in- 
clined Gama to try if he could find a port, where he 

might 



THE DISCOVERY OF INDIA. Ixxt 
might expeA the affiftance of a people of his own religion. 
A Tiolent ftorm, however, drove the fleet from Quiloa, 
and being now near Mombaze, the pilot advifed him to 
enter that harbour, where, he faid, there were alfo many 
Chriftians. 

The city of Mombaza is agreeably fituated on an ifland, 
farmed by a river which empties itfelf intp the Tea by two 
mouths. The buildings are lofty and of firm ftone, and 
the country abounds with fruit trees and cattle. Gama, 
happy to find a harbour where every thing wore the ap- 
pearance of civilization, ordered the (hips to caft anchor, 
which was fcarcely done, when a galley in which were 
loo men in Turkifh habit, armed with bucklers and fa- 
bres, rowed up to the flag fliip. All of thefe feemed defi- 
rous to come aboard, but only four, who by their drels 
feemed officers, were admitted ; nor were thefe allowed, 
till ftript of their arms. As fbon as on board, they ex- 
tolled the prudence of Gama in refiifing admittance to 
armed ftrangers ; and by their behaviour feemed defirous 
to gain the good opinion of the adventurers. Their coun- 
try, they boafted, contained all the riches of India, and 
their king, they profefied, was ambitious of entering into 
a friendly treaty with the Portuguefe, with whofe renown 
he was well acquainted. And that a conference with his 
majefty and the ofiices of friendOiip might be rendered 
more convenient, Gama was requefted and advifed to en- 
ter the harbour. As no place could be more commodious 

for 
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for the recovery of the fick, and the whole fleet was fick- 
ly, Gama refolved to enter the port ; and in the mean- 
while fent two of the pardoned criminals as an embafly to 
the king. Thefe the king treated with the greateft kind- 
nefs, ordered his officers to fhew them the ftrength and 
opulence of his city; and on their return to the navy, he 
fent a prefent to Gama of the moft valuable fpices, of 
which he boafted fuch abundance, that the Portuguefe» 
he faid, if they regarded their own intereft, would feek 
for no other India. 

To make treaties of commerce was the bufinefs of Ga- 
ma ; one fo advantageous, and fo defired by the natives^ 
was therefore not to be refufed. Fully fatisfied by the re- 
port of his fpies, he ordered to weigh anchor, and enter 
the harbour. His own fhip led thq way, when a fudden 
violence of the tide made Gama appreheniive of running 
aground. He therefore ordered his fails to be furled and 
the anchors to be dropt, and gave a fignal for the others 
to follow his example. This manoeuvre, and the cries of 
the failors in executing it, alarmed the Mozambic pilots. 
Confcious of their treachery, they thought their defign 
was difcovered, and leapt into the fea. Some boats of 
Mombaza took them up, and refufing to put them on 
board, fet them fafely on fhore, though the admiral re- 
peatedly demanded the reftoration of the pilots. Thefe 
circumftances, evident proofs of treachery, were farther 
confirmed by the behaviour of the king of Mombaza. In 

the 
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the middle of the night Gama thought he heard fome 
noifc, and on examination, found hb fhips furrounded 
by a great number of Moors, who, in the utmoft privacy^ 
endeavoured to cut his caUes. But their fcheme was de- 
feated ; and fome Arabs, who remained on board confefl^ 
ed that no ChriftiaMs were refident either at Quiloa or 
Blombaza. The ftorm which drove them from the one 
{dace, and their late eicape at the other, were now be- 
held as manifeftations of the divine favour ; and Gama, 
holding up his hands to heaven, afcribed his fafety to the 
care of providence *. Two days, however, elapfed, be- 
fore they could get clear of the rocky bay of Mombaze, 
and having now ventured to hoift their fails, they fteered 
for Melinda, a port, they had been told, where many 
merchants from India reforted. In their way thither they 
took a Moorifh veflel, out of which Gama feleAed four- 
teen prifoners, one of whom he perceived by his mien to 
be a perfon of diftinftion. By this Saracen Gama was in- 
formed, that he was near Melinda, that the king was 
faofpitable, and celebrated for his faith, and that four fhips 
from India, commanded by Chriftian mafters, were in 
that harbour. The Saracen alfo offered to go as Gama*s 
mefliengdr to the king, and promifed to procure him an 
able pilot to conduA him to Calicut, the chief port of 

India. 

As 



, • It afterwards appeared, that the Moorifli king of Mombaza had l^tn 
informed of what happened at Mozambic, and intended to revenge it by 
the total dcfttu^on of the fleet. 
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As the coaft of Melinda appeared to be dangerous^ 
Gama anchored at fome diftance from the city, and un- 
willing to hazard any of his men, he landed the Saracen 
on an ifland oppofite to the town. This was obferved^ 
and the ftranger was brought before the king, to whom 
he gave fo favourable an account of >he politenefs and hu- 
manity of Gama, that a prefent of feveral iheep, and 
firuits of all forts, was fent by his majefty to the admiral, 
who had the happinefs to imd the truth of what his pri- 
foner had told him, confirmed by the mailers of the four 
ihips from India. Thefe were Chriftians from Cambaya. 
They were tranfported with joy on the arrival of the 
Portuguefe, and gave feveral ufefal inftnidtions to the 
admiral. 

The city of Melinda was fituated in a fertile plain, fur- 
rounded with gardens and groves of orange-trees, whofe 
flowers diSiifed a moft grateful odour. The paftures 
were covered with herds, and the houfes built of fquare 
ftones, were both elegant and magnificent. Defirous to 
make an alliance with fuch a ftate, Gama requited the 
civility of the king with the moft grateful acknowledg- 
ments. He drew nearer the fhore, and urged his in- 
ftruAions as apology for not landing to wait upon his ma- 
jefty in perfon. The apology was accepted; and the 
king, whofe age and infirmities prevented himfelf, fent 
his fon to congratulate Gama, and enter into a treaty of 
fricndfhip. The prince, who had fometimes governed 

under 
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under the direftion of his father^ came in great, pomp. 
His drefs was royally magnificent, the nobles who attend- 
ed him difplayed all the riches of filk and embroidery, 
and the mufic of Melinda refounded all over the bay. 
• Garna^ to ezprefs his regard, met him in the admiral's 
barge. The prince, as foen as he came up, leapt into 
it, and diftinguiihing the admiral by his babit, embraced 
him with all the intimacy of old friendfhip. In their con- 
veriation, which was long and fprightly, he difcovercd 
nothing of the barbarian, fays Oforius, but in every 
thing Ihewed an intelligence and politeneis worthy of his 
high rank. He accepted the fourteen Moors, whom Ga- 
ma gave to him, with great pleaiure. He feemed to 
view Gama with enthufiafm, and confefled that the make 
of the Portuguefe (hips, fo much fuperior to what he had 
feen, convinced him of the greatnefs of that people. He 
gave Gama an able pilot, named Melemo Cana, to con- 
duct him to Calicut ; and requefted, that on his return 
to Europe, he would carry an ambaiTador with him to the 
court of Lifbon. During the few days the fleet ftayed 
at Belinda, the mutual friendfhip increafed, and a treaty 
of alliance was concluded. And how, on April 22, re- 
figning the helm to his fkilfiil and honeft pilot, Gama 
hoifted fail and fleered, to the north. In a few days they 
pafled the line, and the Portuguefe with extacy beheld 
the appearance of their native fky. Orion, Urfa major 
and minor, and the other flars about the northern pole^ 

were 
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were now a more joyful difcovery than the fouth f pole 
had formerly been to them. Having pafled the meridian, 
the pilot now flood diredly to the eaft^ through the In- 
dian ocean ; and after failing about three weeks, he had 
the happinefs to congratulate Gama on the view of the 
mountains of India. Gama, tranfported with eztacy, re* 
turned thanks to heaven, and ordered all his prifoners 
to be fet at liberty, that every heart might tafte of the joy 
of his fuccefsful voyage. 

About two leagues from Calicut Gama ordered the Ihips 
to anchor, and was foon furrounded by a number of boats* 
By one of thefe he lent one of the pardoned criminals to 
the city. The appearance of unknown vefieb on their 
coaft brought immenfe crowds around the ftranger, who 

no 



f A circumftance in the letters of Amerigo Vefpucci deferyes remark. 
Dcfcribing his voyage to America, having palied the line, fays he, *' e come 
deftdcrofo (tejfere Autore cbefegnaffi lafieUa defiroot to be the namer and 
difcoverer of the pole Aar of the other hemifphcre, I lofl my flcep many 
nights in contemplating the (lars of the other pole." He then laments, 
that as his indruments could not difcover any ftar of lefs motion than ten 
degrees, he had not the iatisfaOion to give a mame to any one. But as he 
obferved four ftars, in form of an almond, which had but little motion, he 
hoped in his next voyage he fhould be able to mark them out.— All this is 
truly curious, and affords a good oomment on the temper of the man who 
had the art to defraud Columbus, by giving his own name to America, of 
which he challenged the difcovery. Near fifty years before the voyage of 
Amerigo Vefpucci the Portugueie had crofTcd the line ; and Diaz fourteen, 
and Gama near three years before, had doubled the Cape of Good Hope, 
had dilcoverrd fcvcn ftars in the conftcllation of the fouth pole, and from 
the appearance of the four mod luminous, had given it the name of Tbt 
Crofs^ a figure which it better refembles than that of an almond. 
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BO fooner entered Calicut^ than he was lifted from his 
feet and carried hither and thither by the concourfe* 
Thongh the populace and the ftranger were alike earned 
to be underftoodj their language was unintelligible to each 
other, till, happy for Gama in the event, a Moorifh mer-' 
chant accofted his meflenger in the Spanifli tongue. The 
next day this Moor, who was named Monzaida, waited 
ufoa Gama on board his ihip. He was a native of Tu- 
nis, and the chief perfon, he faid, with whom John IL 
had at that port contracted for military ftores. He was 
a man of abilities and great intelligence of the world, and 
an admirer of the Portuguefe valour and honour. The 
^S^gu^g behaviour of Gama heightened his efteem into 
the iincereft attachment. He offered to be interpreter 
for the admiral, and to ferve him in whatever befides he 
could poffibly befriend him. And thus, by one of thoft 
unforefeen circumftances which often decide the greateft 
events, Gama received a friend, who foon rendered him 
the moft critical and important fcrvicc. 

At the firft interview, Monzaida gave Gama the fullcft 
information of the clime, extent, cuftoms, religions, and 
various riches of India, the commerce of the Moors, and 
the charafter of the fovereign. Calicut was not only the 
imperial city, but the greateft port. The kmg or Zamo- 
rim, who refided here, was acknowledged as emperor by 
the neighbouring princes; and as his revenue confifted 
VOL. I. E chiefly 



Ixxxii THE DISCOVERY OF IKDIA, 

chiefly of duties on merchandiie^ he had always encoo* 
raged the refort of foreigners to his harbours. 

Pleafed with this proEniiing profpeft, Gama fent two of 
his ofikers with Monzaida to wait on the Zamorim at ht» 
palace of Pandarene, a few miles from the city. They 
were admitted to the royal apartment^ and delivered their 
embafly ; ta which the Zamorim replied^ that the arrival 
of the admiral of fo great a prince as Emmanuel^ gave 
him inexpreflible pleaiure^ and that he would willingly em- 
brace the offered alliance* In the meanwhile^ as their 
prefent ftation was extremely dangerous, he advifed thtm 
to bring the (hips nearer to Pandarene^ and for this pur* 
pofe he fent a pilot to the fleet* 

A few days after, the Zamorim fent his firft minifter, 
or Catual, attended by fevcral of the Nayres, or nobility^ 
to conduA Gama to the royal palace. As an interview 
with the Zamorim was abfolutely neceflary to complete 
the purpofe of his voyage, Gama immediately agreed to it> 
though the treachery he had already experienced, fince 
his arrival in the eaftern feas, fhewed him the perfonal 
danger which he thus hazarded. He gave the command 
of the fliips during his abfence to his brother Paulus and 
his friend Coello ; and in the orders he left them he dif^ 
played a heroifm, fuperior to that of Alexander when he 
eroded the Granicus. That of the Macedonian was fero- 
cious and frantic, the oflspring of vicious ambition i that 

of 
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of Gama was the child of the ftrongeft reafon^ and the 
mofi valorotis mental dignity : It was the high pride of ho- 
nouTj a pride, which the man, who in the fiiry of battle 
msLj be able to rufh on to the mouth of a cannon, may 
be utterly incapable of, even in idea. 

The revenue of the Zamorim arofe chiefly from the 
traiEc of the Moors ) the various colonies of thefe people 
were combined in one intereft, and the jealoufy and con- 
ftemation which his arrival in the eaftern feas had fpread 
among them^ were circumftances well known to Gama : 
and he knew alfo what he had to expeA both from their 
force and thoir fraud. But duty and honour required him 
to complete the purpofe of his voyage. He left peremp- 
tory command, that if he was detained a prifoner, or any 
attempt made upon his life, they fhould take no ftep to 
fave him, to give ear to no mefTage which might come in 
his name for fuch purpofe, and to enter into no negocia- 
tioo on his behalf. Though they were to keep fome boats 
near the ihore, to favour his efcape if he perceived trea- 
chery ere detained by force \ yet the moment that force 
rendered his efcape impracticable, they were to fet fail, 
and to carry the tidings of the difcovery of India to the 
king of Portugal. For as this was his only concern, he 
would fufier no riik that might lofe a man, or endanger 
the homeward, voyage. Having left thefe unalterable or- 
ders, he went afliore with the Catual, attended only by 
twelve of his own men, for he would not weaken the na- 

E 2 val 
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val force, though he knew that the pomp of attendance 
would have been greatty in his favour at die co«rt of 
India. 

As foon as landed, he and the Catual were carried m 
great pomp, in fofas, upon mens fhoulders, to the chief 
temple ; and from thence, amid immenfe crowds, to the 
royal palace. The apartment and drefs of the Zamorim 
were fuch as might be expend from the luxury and wealth 
of India. The emperor lay reclined on a magnificent 
couch, furrounded with his nobility and miniftefs of ftate. 
Gama was introduced to him by a venerable old man, the 
chief Brahmin. His majefty, by a gentle nod, appointed 
the Admiral to fit on one of the fteps of his fofe, and 
then demanded his embafiy. It was againft the cuftono 
of his country, Gama replied, to deliver his inftruflions 
in a public afiembly, he therefore defired that the king 
and a few of his minifters would grant him a private au« 
dience. This was complied with, and Gama, in a manly 
fpeech, fet forth the greatnefs of his fovereign Emmanuel, 
the fame he had heard of the Zamorim, and the defire 
he had to enter into an alliance with fo great a prince ; 
nor were the mutual advantages of fuch a treaty omitted 
by the Admiral. The Zamorim, in reply, profefled 
great ei^eem for the friendfliip of the king of Portugal^ 
and declared his readinefs to enter into a friendly alliance. 
He then ordered the Catual to provide proper apartments 
for Gama in his houfe ; and having promi&d another 

conference^ 
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conference, he difmifled the Admiral with all the appear- 
ance of fiacerity. 

The tJiaraAer of this monarch is firongly marked in 
the hiflory of Portnguefe Afia. Avarice was his ruling 
paffion ; he was haughty or mean, bold or timorous, as 
his intcreft Tofe or fell in the balance of his judgment; 
wavering and irrefblute whenever the fcales feemed doubt- 
ful which to preponderate. He was pleafed with the prol^ 
pe£t of bringing the commerce of Europe to his harbours, 
but he was alfb influenced by the threats of the Moors. 

Three days elapfed ere Gama was again permitted to fee 
the Zamorim. At this fecond audience he prefented the 
letter and prefents of Emmanuel. The letter was receiv- 
ed with politenefs, but the prefents were viewed with an 
eye of contempt. Gama beheld it, and faid he only came 
to difcover the route to India, and therefore was not 
charged with valuable gifts, ere the friendfhip of the ftate, 
where they might chufe to traffic, was known. Yet that 
mdeed he brought the moft valuable of all gifts, the offer 
of the friendfhip of his fovereign, and the commerce of 
his country. He then entreated the king not to reveal 
the contents of Emmanuel's letter to the Moors, and the 
king with great feeming friendfhip defired Gama to guard 
againft the perfidy of that people. And at this time, it 
is highly probable, the Zamorim was fincere. 

Every 
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Every hour iince the arrival of Gzmi, the Moors had 
held feeret conferences. That one man might not return 
was their purpofe ; and every method to accomplifh this 
was meditated. To influence the king againft the Portu- 
guefe, to aflaiGnate Gama, to raife a general infurreAion^ 
to deftroy the foreign navy, and to bribe the Catual» were 
determined. And the Catual, the mafter of the houfe 
where Gama lodged, accepted the bribe, and entered into 
their intereft. Gama, however, was apprifed of all thefe 
circumftances, by his faithful interpreter Monzaida, whofe 
affe^ion to the foreign Admiral the Moors hitherto had 
not fufpefted. Thus informed, and having obtained the 
faith of an alliance from the fovereign of the firfl port of 
India, Gama refolved to elude the plots of the Moors ; 
and accordingly, before the dawn, he fct out for the fca 
fliore, in hope to efcape by fome of the boats which he 
had ordered to hover about the coaft. 

But the Moors were vigilant. His abfence was imme- 
diately known $ and the Catual, by the king's order, pur* 
fued and brought him back by force. The Catual, how- 
ever, for it was neceiTary for their fchemes to have the 
ihips in their power, behaved with great politenefs to 
the admiral, though now detained as a prifoner, and flill 
continued his fpecious promifes to ufe all his interefl in 
his behalf. 



The 
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The eagernds of the Moors now contributed to the 
fiifety of Gama. Their principal merchants were admitted 
to a formal audience^ when one of their orators accufed the 
Fortngueie as a nation of £iithlefs plunderers : Gama, he 
iaid, was an exiled pirate, who had marked his courle 
with depredation and blood. If he were not a pirate, ftiU 
there was no excufe for giving (uch warlike fcMreigners anf 
footing in a country already fupplied with all that nature 
and commerce could give. He expatiated on the great ier- 
vices which the MooriQi traders had rendered to Calicut^ 
or wherever they fettled ; and ended with a threat, that 
all the Moors would leave the Zamorim's ports, and find 
Ibme other (ettlement, if he permitted thefe foreigners to 
have any ihare in the commerce of his dominions. 

However ftaggered with thefe arguments and threats^ 
the .Zamorim was not blmd to the felf-intereft and malice 
of the Moors.. He therefore ordered that the Admiral 
fliould once more be brought before him. In the mean- 
while the Catual tried many ftratagems to get the fliips in- 
to the harbour ; and at laft, in the name of his mafter, 
made an abfolute demand that the fails and rudders fhould 
be delivered up, as the pledge of Gama*s honefty. But 
thefe demands were as abfolutely refufed by Gama, who 
fent a letter to his brother by Monzaida, enforcing his 
former orders in the ftrongeft manner, declaring that his 
£ite gave him no concern, that he was only unhappy left 
the fruits of all their labours and dangers ihould be loft. 

After 
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After two days fpent in vain altercation with the Csttaal, 
Gama was brought as a prifoner before the king. The 
king repeated his accufation, upbraided him with non- 
compliance to the requefts of his minifter ; yet urged hiuiy 
if he were an exile or pirate, to confefs freely, in which 
cafe he promifed to take him into his fervice, and highly 
promote him on account of his abilities. But Garoa, who 
with great fpirlt had baffled all the ftratagems of the Ca- 
sual, behaved with the fame undaunted bravery before the 
king. He aflerted his innocence, pointed out the malice 
of the Moors, and the improbability of his piracy ; boafted 
of the fafety of his fleet, offered his life rather than his 
fails and rudders, and concluded with threats in the name 
of his fovereign. The Zamorim, during the whole con- 
ference, eyed Gama with the keeneft attention, and clear- 
ly perceived in his unfaultering mien the dignity of truth 
and the confcioufnefs that he was the Admiral of a great 
Monarch. In their late addrefs, the Moors had treated 
the Zamorim as fomewhat dependent upon them, and he 
faw that a cogimerce with other nations would certainly 
leilen their dangerous importance. His avarice flrongly 
defired the commerce of Portugal, and his pride was flat- 
tered in humbling the Moors. After many propofals, it 
was at laft agreed, that of Gama's twelve attendants, hp 
fliould leave feven as hoftages; that what goods were 
aboard his vefTcIs fhould be landed, and that Gama fliould 
be fafely condufted to his ftiip j after which the treaty of 
commerce and alliance was to be finally fettled. And thus, 

when 
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vrhen the afiaffination of Gama feemed inevitable, the Za^ 
moriin iiiddenly dropt the demand of the fsuls and the 
rudders, refcued him from his determined enemies, and 
reftored him to liberty and the command of his ihips* 

As foon as he was aboard || the goods were landed, ac- 
companied hj a letter from Gama- to the Zamorim, where- 
in he boldly complained of the treachery of the CatuaL 
The Zamorim, in anfwer, promtfcd to make enquiry, and 
to punlfh him if guilty ; but did nothing in the afBiir. Ga-^ 
ma, who had now anchored nearer to the city, every day 
fent two or three different peribns on fome bufinefs to Ca- 
licut, that as many of his men as poffible might be able to 
give fome account of India. The Moors, in the meanwhile, 
every day aflaulted the ears of the king, who now began to 
waver ; when Gama, who had given every proof of his 
de&e of peace and friendlhip, fent another letter, in which' 
he requefted the Zamorim to permit him to leave a conful 
at Calicut, to manage the affairs of king Emmanuel. But 
to this requeft, the moft reafonable refult of a commercial 
treaty, the Zamorim relumed a refufal full of rage and in- 
dignation. Gama, now fully mafterof the charafter of the 
Zamorim, refolved to treat a man of fuch an inconftant 
difhonourable difpofition with a contemptuous filence. 
This contempt was felt by the king, who yielding to the 
advice of the Catual and the entreaties of the Moors, feized 
the Portuguefe goods, and ordered two of the feven hof- 

tagcs, 

] Faria y Soufa% 
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tagcsy the two who had the charge of the cargo, to be put 
in irons. The Admiral remonftrated by the means of 
Monizaida, but the king ftill perfifted in his treacherous 
breach of royal faith. Repeated folicitations made him 
more haughty ; and it was now the duty and intereft of 
Gama to ufe force. He took a veflcl in which were fix 
Nayres or noblemen, and nineteen of their fervanu. The 
fervants he fet afhore to relate the tidings, the noblemen 
he detained. As foon as the news had time to fpread 
through the city, he hoifted his fails, and though with a 
flow motion, feemed to proceed on his homeward voyage. 
The city was now in an uproar ; the friends of the captive 
noblemen furrounded the palace, and loudly accufed the 
policy of the Moors. The king, in all the perplexed dif^ 
treis of a haughty, avaricious, weak prince, fent after Ga* 
ma, delivered up all the hoftages, and fubmitted to bis 
propofals ; nay, even folicited that an agent (hould be left, 
and even defcended to the meannefs of a palpable lie. The 
two faflors, he faid, he had put in irons, only to detain 
them till he might write letters to his brother Emmanuel, 
and the goods he had kept on ihore that an agent might 
be fent to difpofe of them. Gama, however, perceived a 
myfterious trifling, and, previous to any treaty, infifted up- 
on the reftoration of the goods. 

The day after this altercation, Monzaida came aboard 
the Admiral's ffaip in great perturbation. The Moors, he 
faid, had ralfed great commotions, and had enraged tho 

king 
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king againft the Portugaefe. The king's (hips were getting 
ready^ and a numerous Moorifh fleet from Mecca was dai- 
ly expeAed. To delay Gama till this force arrived was the 
purpose of the court and of the Moors, who were now con* 
fident of fuccefs. To this information Monzaida added, 
that the Moors, fufpefting his attachment to Gama, had 
determined to aflaf&nate him. That he had narrowly ef- 
caped from them ; that it was impoffible for him to reco* 
ver his effeds, and that his only hope was in the prote£li- 
on of Gama. Gama rewarded him with the friendihip he 
merited, took him, with him, as he defired, to Lifbon, 
and procured him a recompence for his fervices. 

Almoft inmiediately after Monzaida^ (even boats arriv* 
ed, loaded with the goods, and demanded the reftorati- 
on of the captive noblemen. Gama took the goods on 
board, but refufed to examine if they were entire, and alfo 
rdiiied to deliver the prifoners. He had been promifed an 
ambaflador to his fovereign, he faid, but had been fo of- 
ten deluded, he could truft fuch a faithlefs people no long* 
er, and would therefore carry the captives in his power, to 
convince the king of Portugal what infults and injufttce his 
Ambaflador and Admiral had fuffered from the Zamorim 
of Calicut. Having thus dtfmlfled the Indians, he fired 
his cannon and hoifted his fails. A calm, however, de** 
tained him on the coaft fome days, and the Zamorim feiz« 
ing the opportunity, fent what vcflels he could fit out, 
tweiUy of a larger fize, fixty in all, full of armod men, to 

attack 
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attack him. Though Gama's cannon were well played^ 
confident of their numbers, they prefled on to board him, 
when a fudden tempeft, which Gama's (hips rode out in 
fafety, miferably difperfed the Indian fleet, and complet- 
ed their riiin. 

After this viAory, the Admiral made a halt at a little 
ifland near the fliore, where he erected a crois f, bearing 
the name and arms of his Portuguefe majefty. And from 
this place, by the hand of Monzaida, he wrote a letter to 
the Zamorim, wherein he gave a full and circumftantial 
account of all the plots of the Catual and the Moors. Still, 
however, he profeiled his defire of a commercial treaty, 
and promifed to repreient the Zamcnrim in die beft light 
to Emmanuel. The priibners, he faid, fhould be kindlf 
ufed, were only kept as ambailadors to his fovereign, 
and fhould be returned to India when they were enabled 
from experience to give an account of Portugal. The let- 
ter he fent by one of the captives, who by this means ob- 
tained his liberty. 

The fame of Gama had now fpread over the Indian 
(eas, and the Moors were every where intent on his do* 

ftru£tion. 

t It was the cnftom of the firft diicoverers to cre£l crofles on places re- 
markable in their voyage. Gama erected (ix ; one, dedicated to St. Ra- 
phael, at the river of Good Signs, one to St. George, at Mozambic, one 
to St. Stephen, at Melinda, one to St. Gabriel, at Calicut, and one to 
£l Mary, at the ifland thence named, near Anchediva. 
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fbrnOion. As he was near the ihore of Anchediva, he be- 
Held the appearance of a floating ifle, covered with trees, 
advance towards him. But his prudence was not to be 
thus deceived. A bold pirate, named Timoja, by linking 
together eight veflels full of men, and covered with green 
boughs thought to board him by furprize. But Gama^s 
cannon made (even of them fly ; the eighth, loaded with 
iruits and provifions, he took. The beautiful ifland of 
Anchediva now ofiered a convenient place to careen his 
ihips and refireih his men. While he ftaid here, the firft 
minifler of Zabajo king of Goa, one of the moil power- 
ful princes of India, came on board, and in the name 
of his mafter, congratulated the Admiral in the Italian 
tongue. Provifions, arms, and money were offered to 
Gama, and he was entreated to accept the friendfhip of 
Zabajo. The Admiral was fhruck with admiration, the 
addrefs and abilities of the minifter appeared fo confpicu- 
ous. He faid he was an Italian by birth, but in failing to 
Greece, had been taken by pirates, and after various mis- 
fortunes, had been neceifitated to enter into the fervice of 
a Mohammedan prince, the nobknefs of whofe difpofition 
he commended in. the highefl terms. Tet, with all his 
abilities, Gama perceived an artful inquiiltiveners, that 
namelefs fomething which does not accompany fimple ho- 
nefty. After a long conference, Gama abruptly upbraid- 
ed him as a fpy, and ordered him to be put to the 

torture And this foon brought a confeifion, that he 

was a Folonian Jew by burth, and was fent to examine the 

ibength 
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ftrength of the Portugude by Zabajo^ who was moftering 
all his power to attack them. Gama on this immediately 
fet fail, and took the fpy along with him, who foon after 
was baptized, and named Jafper de Gama, the Admiral 
being his godfather. He afterwards became of great fer- 
▼ice to Emmanuel. 

Gama now ftood weftward through [the Indian ocean^ 
and after being long delayed by calms, arrived off Maga- 
doxa, on the coaft of Aftica. This place was a principal 
port of the Moors ; he therefore levelled the walls of the 
city with his cannon, and burned and deftroyed all the 
ihips in the harbour. Soon after this he defcried eight 
Moorifh vefieb bearing down upon him ; his artillery, how- 
ever, foon made them ufe their oars in flight, nor could Ga* 
ma overtake any of them for want of wind. He now reach- 
ed the hofpitable harbour of Melinda. His men, almoft 
worn out with fatigue and ficknefs, here received, a fecond 
time, every affiftance which an accomplifhed and generous 
prince could beftow. And having taken an ambaflador on 
board, he again gave his fails to the wind, in truft that he 
might pafs the Cape of Good Hope while the favourable 
weather continued, for his acquaintance with the eaftern feas 
now fuggefted to him, that the tempeftuous feafon was perio- 
dical. Soon after he fet fail, his brother's ihip ftruck on a 
fand bank, and was burnt by order of the admiral. His 
brother and part of the crew he took into his own ihip, 
the reft he fent on board of Coello j nor were more hands 

now 
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nowaL've than were neceflary to man the two veflels which 
remained. Having taken in provifions at the ifland of 
Zanzibar, where they were kindly entertained by a Mo- 
hammedan prince of the fame feft with the king of Melin- 
da, they fafcly doubled the Cape of Good Hope on April 
26, 1499, and continued till they reached the ifland of 
St. lago in favourable weather. But a tempeft here (epa- 
rated the two fhips, and gave Gam a and Coello an oppor- 
tunity to Ihew the goodnefs of their hearts, in a manner 
which does honour to human nature. 

The Admiral was now near the Azores, when Paulus 
de Gama, long worn with fatigue and iicknefs, was unable 
to endure the motion of the fliip. Vafco, therefore, put 
into the ifland of Tercera, in hope of his brother's reco-* 
very. And fuch was his aflS^ftion, that rather than leave 
him, he gave the command of his fhip to one of his offi- 
cers. But the hope of recovery was vain. John de Sa 
proceeded to Liflx>n with the flag fliip, while the admiral 
remained behind to (both the death bed of his brother, 
and perform his (iineral rites. Coello, in the mean while, 
landed at Liflx>n, and hearing that Gama was not arrived, 
imagined he might either be (hipwrecked, or beating about 
in diftrels. Without feeing one of his family, he immedi- 
ately fet fail, on purpofe to bring relief to his friend and 
admiral. But this generous deflgn, more the elFedb of 
fricndftiip than of juft confideration, was prevented by an 
order from the king, ere his fhip got out of the Tagus. 

The 
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The particulars of the voyage were now difiufed by 
Coello, and the joy of the king was only equalled by the 
admiration of the people. Yet while all the nation was 
fired with zeal to exprefs their efteem of the happy Admi- 
ral^ he himfelf, the man who was fuch an enthuliaft to the 
fuccefs of his voyage, that he would willingly have facrific- 
ed his life in India to fecure that fuccefs, was now, in the 
completion of it, a dejedled mourner. The compliments 
of the court and the fhouts of the ftreet were irkfome to 
him, for his brother, the companion of his toils and dan- 
gers, was not there to fhare the joy. As foon asiie had 
waited on the king, he fhut himfelf up in a lonely houfe 
near the fea fide at Bethlehem, from whence it was fome- 
time ere he was drawn to mingle in public life. 

During this important expedition, two years and almoft 
two months elapfed. Of i6o men who went out, only 55 
returned. Thefe were all rewarded by the king. Coello 
was penfioned with 100 ducats a year, and n^de a fidalgo, 
or gentleman of the kipg's houihold, a degree of nobility 
in Portugal. The title of Don was annexed to the family 
of Vafco de Gama ; he was appointed admiral of the eas- 
tern feas, with an annual falary of 3000 ducats, and a 
part of the king's arms was added to his. Public thanks- 
givings to heaven were celebrated throughout the churches 
of the kingdom, and feafts, interludes, and chivalrous en- 
tertainments, the tafte of that age, demonftrated the joy 
of Portugal. 

As 
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As the prophetic Songin the tendi Lufiad requires a 
commentary, we fhall now proceed to a compendious hii^ 
tory of the negociations and wars of the Portuguefe in In« 
dia ; a hifiory, though very little known, yet of the ut* 
moft importance to every commercial ftate, particularly to 
that nation which now commands the trade of the Eaftem 
World. 
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X H £ power, mtereft, and difpofition of the Moors^ 
the mafters of the eaftern Teas, pointed out to Emmanuel 
what courfe he ought to follow, if he intended to reap 
either honour or advantage from the difcovery of India. 
The accumulated treachery of the Moors had kindled a 
war ; force was now necefiary ; a fleet therefore of thirteen 
fail and 1500 men was fitted out for India, and the com- 
mand of it given to an experienced officer, Pedro Alvarez 
de Cabral. 

The 
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The chief inftruftions of Cabralj were to enter, into a 
treaty of friendfhip with the Zamorim, and to obtain leave 
to build a fort and faAorjr near Calicut. But if he found 
that prince ftill perfidious, and averfe to an alliance, he 
was to proceed to hoftilities on the firft inftance of trea- 
chery. 

Cabral, in this voyage, was driven to America by a 
tcmpeft, and was the firft who difcovered the Brazils. As 
he doubled the fouth of Africa, he encountered a moft 
dreadfiil ftorm; the heavens were covered with pitchy 
darknefs for many days, and the waves and winds vied 
with each other in noife and £ury. Four fhips were loft, 
and all their crews perifhed ; among whom was the cele- 
brated Bartholomew Diaz, the difcoverer of the Cape of 
Good Hope, which, as if prophetic of •his fate, he had 
named the Cape of Tempefts. 

When Cabral reached the coaft of Zofala, he had only 
fix fhips. Here he engaged and took two Moorifh vef- 
fcls, laden moftly with gold duft. But finding they be- 
longed to the Xeque Foteyma, an uncle of the king of 
Melinda, he not only reftored the prizes, but treated the 
Xeque with the greateft courtefy. At Mozambique he 
agreed with a pilot to conduft him to Quiloa. The king 
of this place and the admiral had a pompous interview. 
An alliance was folemnly concluded. But Homeris, bro- 
ther to the king of Melinda, was at Quiloa ; and by him 

F 2 Cabral 
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Cabral was informed of a treacherous preparation to attack: 
hitn. As his deftination was for Calicut, he delayed re* 
venge, and proceeded to Mclinda. Here he landed the 
Melindian ambafiador, who had been fent to Portugal ^ 
and here his generous treatment of Foteyma ftrengthened 
the friendfhip and good offices which had begun with 
Gama. 

When he arrived at Calicut, whither he was conduced 
by two Melindian pilots, he fent Ayres Corrcfk on fhore 
to ftttle the manner how the Zamorim and the admiral 
were to meet. Six principal Brahmins, whofe names were 
brought from Portugal by the advice of Monzaida, were 
given as hoftages for the fafety of the admiral ; and the 
Indian noblemen, who had been carried away by Gama^ 
were returned. After much delay with the wavering Za- 
morim, a commercial alliance, by which the Portuguefe 
veflels were to receive their lading before thofe of any 
other nation, was folemnly confirmed by oath, and a houie 
was appointed as a factory for the Portuguefe. Of this^ 
Correa, with feventy men under his command, in the 
name of the king his mafter, took immediate pofleffion.. 

If the fmalleft circumftances in the hiftory of an infant 
colony are not attended to, the fecret fprings and princi- 
ples of aftion efcape us, and we are fure to be led inta 
error. CabraFs fleet was to be laded with fpicery; but 
the Moorifh merchants, flill intent on the ruin of their 

rivals^ 
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«va3s the Portugodej did every thing in their power to 
retard it, in hope of another rupture. While promifes 
to Cabral trifled away the time, the Zamorim defired his 
^iffihoice to take a large (hip belonging to the king of 
CocluB, who not only intended to invade his dominions^ 
he (aid, but had alfo refiiied to fell him an elephant, 
which was now aboard that fhip. There were two Moor- 
ifli agents with whom Cabral was obliged to tranfa£t bufi- 
neis. One of thefe named Cemireci, pretending great 
friendfhip to the admiral, advifed him by all means to 
graidfy the Zamorim by taking the (hip of Cochin. This 
vefiel was large and full of foldiers, but Cabral appointed 
one of hbimalleft, commanded by Pedro Ataide, not a 
fixth part of her fize, to attack her. When Ataide firft 
made towards the enemy, the Indian infulted him with 
every fign of reproach ; but the Portuguefe cannon drove 
her into the port of Cananor, a place forty miles to the 
north of Calicut. Here ihe lay all the night, while Ataide 
watched the month of the harbour ; and fearing to be 
burnt in the port, in the morning flie again took to Tea. 
But Ataide foon came up with her, and by the dextrous 
ufe of his artillery made her fteer what courfe he pleafedj 
and at laft drove her in triumph before him into the har- 
bour of Calicut. 

This encounter was of great confequence to tlie Portu- 
guefe. It not only raifed a high idea of their valour and 
art of war, but it difcovered a fcene of treachery, and gave 

them 
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them a moft beneficial opportunity to difplay their intC" 
grity and honour. When Cabral convcrfed with the cap- 
tives, he found that the ftory of the elephant and the in- 
vafion were falfe, and that they had bdien warned by Ce* 
mireci, that the Portuguefe, a fet of lawlefs pirates, in- 
tended to attack them. On this, Cabral not only reftored 
the fhip to the king of Cochin, but paid for what damage 
ihe had fuftained, and allured him he had been abu&d by 
the villainy of the Moors. 

The Zamorim profefled the greateft admiration of the 
Portuguefe valour, yet while he pretended to value their 
friendlhip at the higheft rate, he ufed every art to delay 
the lading of their fhips. Twenty days was the time fti- 
pulated for this purpofe; but three months were now 
elapfed, and nothing done. Cabral feveral times com- 
plained to the Zamorim of the infringement of treaty, 
that many Moorifh veilels had been fuffered to lade, while 
he could obtain no cargo. The Zamorim complained of 
the arts of the Moors, and gave Cabral an order, on pay- 
ing for the goods, to unlade whatever Moorifhi veflels he 
pleafed, and to fupply his own. Cabral, however, was 
appreheniive of fbme deep defign, and delayed to put this 
order in execution. Correa, upon this, feverely upbraided 
him with negle£t of duty, and he at laft feized a veflel 
which happened to belong to one of the richeft of the 
Moors. A tumult was immediately raifed, the Portuguefe 
faftory was fuddenly befet by four thoufand of that peo- 
ple, 
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pie, and before any affiftance could come firom the (hips^ 
Correa, and the greateft part of his companions, were 
maffiicred. Cabral, chough greatly enraged, waited fuffi- 
dent time to hear the excufe of the Zamorim ; but he 
waited in Tain. Ten large Moorifh veflels burnt in the 
harbour, the city of Calicut bombarded one day, and 600 
of its inhabitants flain, revenged the death of Correa. 

The king of Cochin, when Cabral returned the (hip 
which he had taken, highly pleafed with his honour, in- 
vited him to traffic in his port. Cabral now failed thither, 
and was treated in the moft friendly manner. A ftrong 
houfe was appointed for a faAory, and a treaty of com- 
merce folemnly concluded. Ambafladors alfo arrived 
from the kings of Cananor, Caulan, and other places, in- 
treating the alliance of the Portuguefe, whom they invited 
to their harbours. 

About eight hundred years before this period, accord- 
ing to tradition, Perimal, the fovereign of India, having 
embraced the religion of Mohammed, in which he had 
been inftruAed by fome Arabian merchants, refblved to 

end his days as a hermit at Mecca. He therefore divided 

» 

hb empire into different fovereignties, but rendered them 
all tributary to the Zamorim of Calicut. From this port 
Perimal fet fail, and the Arab merchants conceived fuch 
a fuperftitious affeAion for this harbour, though not fb 
^mraodious as many others around, that on the. arrival 

of 
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of Gama it was tht great centre of the Moorifb eoiiunerce 
in India. A deilre to throw oiF their dependence od the 
Zamoriroy without doubt had itfr influence in priNapdng 
the tributary kings to invite the Portugoefe to thdr har- 
bours. But it was inipoffible they ihould have {o afled, 
unkfs they had conceived a high idea of the Portugaefe 
virtue and valour, which was thus rewarded by the friends 
fhip of fome powerful princes, who ever after remained 
true to the caufe of Emt&anueU "" 

When Cabral was about to fail from Cochin, he re- 
ceived information from. the king^ that the Zamorimy 
with St large fleet, containing 151OO0 foldiers, intended to 
attack him. Cabral prepared for battle, and the Indiaft 
fleet fled. He afterwards touched at Canaaor, where he 
entered into a . friendly alliance. The king» fiiipc£)iiiig 
from the fmall quantity of fpicery which he bought, that 
the Admiral was in want of money, intreated him to 
give a mark of hb friendfliip by accepting, upon credit, 
of what goods he pleafed. But Cabral flxewed a coofide- 
rable quantity of gold to the king's meflengers, politely 
thanked him, and faid he was already fufficiently loaded. 
Having left {,i£tors on fhore, and received ambafladors on 
board, he proceeded on his homeward voyage. Near 
Melinda he took a large fliip, but finding flie belonged to 
a merchant of Cananor, be fet her at liberty, and told 
the commander, « that the Portuguefe monarch was only 
at war with the Zamorim and the Moors of Mecca, from 

whom 
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vrhom he had received the greateft injuries and indigni- 
tks." The king of Mdinda^ and other Mohammedan 
princes, who had entered into alliances with Gama and 
Cahrai, were not of the tribe or confederacy of thofe who 
had in different parts attempted the ruin of the Portu- 
gnefe. That people were now diftinguifiied by the name 
of the Moors of Mecca^ their principal harbour ; and 
therefore to diftrefs that port became now a principal ob- 
jcft of the Portnguefe. 

Emmanuel^ now fiilly informed by Cabral of the ftates 
and traffic of the Indian feas^ perceiving that the reinfcnrce* 
ment of three vcilel3» which he had fait under John de 
Nova*, could little avail, fitted out twenty fhips, the 
command of which warlike fleet was given to the cele- 
brated Vafco de Gama. At the fame time the Pope if- 
fued a bull, in which he ftyled Emmanuel, Lord of the 
Navigation, Conquefts and Trade, of Ethiopia, Arabia, 
Perfia, and India. 

Gama, having doubled the Cape of Good Hope, touch« 
ed at Sofala, and made a treaty with the Mohammedan 

fovercign 

* ThU officer defeated a large fleet of the Zamorim, but could not be fup- 
poied to effe^ any thing of permanency. On his return to Europe, Nova dif- 
covered the ifle of St. Helena. A Portuguefe, who in India had embraced 
Mohammbdifm, in contrition for his apof^acy became its fir(l inhabitant. 
He defired to be left ailiore to do penance for his crime. Here he continue 
ed four years, and by his knowledge of the iprings, and the vegetables and 
fruit-trees which he planted, rendered that ifle an ufeful place of watering 
and rendezvous. He was named Fernando Lopez. 
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fovereign of that rich a>untr7. Mozsunbic was now go- 
verned by a new monarch, who entreated an alliance with. 
the Portugbcfc, which was granted j and the ifle where 
Gama had the battle with the Moors f , becamei for long 
after, a moft convenient watering-place for the Portugucfc 
navies. In revenge of the plots againft himfelf, and the 
injuries received by Cabral, he battered the city of Qailoa 
with his cannon, and made the king fubmit to pay tribute 
to Emmanuel. As he proceeded for Calicut, he met a 
large fliip of Mecca, which, with many people of diftinc- 
tion who were going on a pilgrimage to the tomb of their 
prophet, had lately left that harbour. This veflel, after 
an obftinate ftruggle, in which 300 Moors were killed %^ 
he took and burnt* And from fome veSkls of Calicut, 
as he approached that port, he took about thirty prifo- 
ners. As foon as he anchored near the city, the Zamo^ 
rim fent a meiTage to ofier terms of friendfhip, to excufe 
the mafTacre of the Portugueie under Correa, as the fole 
action of an enraged populace, with which government 
had no concern ; and added, that the fate of the fhip of 
Mecca he hoped would fu£Bce for revenge. Gama, pre- 
vious to any new treaty, demanded a reftitution of the 
goods of which the Portuguefe fa<Story had been plundered, 

and 



f Sfc the firft Lufiad, 

I Tw-cnty children mtre (»T«d. Thefe wtrc ftnt to LifVon, where they 
v.erc baptutvi, ind educated tn the ferrice of Emmuiucl. The IHiftoguelie 
>h titers mentk^n their capture, and the care taken of them, as the happicA 
fvvtuoe >»hich could podibly have atteoded them. 
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and threatened to put his prifonars to death and batter the 
citj in cafe of refiifal. After waiting fome time in vain for 
an anfwer, Gama ordered his thirty prifoncrs to be hang* 
cd, and their bodies to be fent afhore, together with a let- 
ter^ declaring war againft the Zamorim, in the name of 
the king of Portugal. And next day, having for feveral 
hours played his cannon upon the city, he (leered his 
courfe for the more friendly port of Cochin. 

Here the faftors who had^been left by Cabral gave Ga- 
ma the higheft charafter of the faith of the king, and his 
earned defire to cultivate the ftiendf^ip of the Portuguefe ; 
and their former alliance was mutually confirmed by the 
king and the Admiral. The Zamorim, who with rage and 
regret beheld the commerce of Europe carried to other 
harbours, fent a Brahmin to Gama, while he was lading at 
Cochin, intreating an oblivion of paft injuries, and a re- 
newal of the league of amity. The Admiral, ftill deiirous 
to cultivate friend ihip, gave the command of the fleet to 
his coufin Stephen de Gama, and with two {hips only, in 
order to try the Zamorim's fincerity, failed for Calicut 5 
yet, left treachery fhould be intended, he ordered Vin- 
cent Sodre with five (hips to follow him. On his arrival 
at the city, he found that diifimulation was ftill the cha- 
rafter of the fovereign. Four and thirty vcflels, fiiU of 
armed men, attacked Gama's (hip with great fury ; for the 
other vefiel he had fent to haften the fquadron of Sodre. 
|n this fituation nothing but a briik wind could poiEbly 

have 



/ 
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have faved Gama ; and a briik gale in this extremity arole 
and carried him beyond the reach of the fleet of Calicut. 
But having met the reinforcement of Sodre, he immediate- 
ly returned) and totally deftroyed the fleet of the enemy. 

Difappointed in war, the 2^morim now by entreaties 
and threats endeavoured to bring the king of Cochin into 
hiis intereft. But that prince, with the greateft honour^ 
refufed to betray the Portuguefe ; and Gama having pro- 
mised to leave a fquadron to proteA his harbour, failed 
with thirteen loaded ihips for the port of Cananon Qa 
his way thither, as he paft within a few miles of Calicut, 
he was again vigoroufly attacked by twenty-nine ve^ls, 
fitted out by the Zamorim, on purpofe to intercept him* 
Gama ordered three fliips, which had the leaft loading, to 
begin the engagement, and viAory foon declared in his fa- 
vour. He then proceeded to Cananor, where he entered 
into a treaty with the fovereign, who bound himfelf never 
to make war on the king of Cochin, or to afliil the Zamo- 
rim. And Gama, having left fix ihips under the command 
of Sodre, for the protedtion of Cochin and Cananor, failed 
for Portugal, where, after a profperous vopge, he arrived 
with twelve fliips, loaded with the riches of the Eaft. 

As foon as Gama's departure was known, the Zamorim 
made great preparations to attack Cochin. It was the pur- 
pofe of Emmanuel, that Sodre fliould be left with a fqua- 
dron to cruife about the mouth of the Red Sea, and annoy 

the 



PORTUGUESE ASIA. cix 

tlie Moors of Mecca; but Gama, whofe power was diicre- 
tionaryy ordered him not to kave Cochin, unlets every 
thing bore the appearance of peace with the Zamorim. 
Sodre, however, though hoftility was every day expeded^ 
prepared to depart. Diego Correa, the Portuguefe agent 
left at Cochin, urged him in the ftrongeft manner to do 
bis duty and continue at that port ; but in vain. While the 
kitig of Cochin refblutely refufed, though advifed by many 
of his council, to deliver up the Portuguefe reiidents to the 
Zamorim, Sodre, contrary to the orders of Gama, failed 
for the Red Sea, in hope of the rich prizes of Mecca ; and 
thus bafely deferted his countrymen, and a prince, whofe ' 
£uth to the Portuguefe had involved him in a war which 
threatened deftru^tion to his kingdom* 

The city of Cochin is fituated on an ifland, divided from 
the continent by an arm of the fea, one part of which, at 
low water is fordable. At thb pafs the Zamorim began 
the war, and met fome defeats. At laft, by the force of 
numbers and the power of bribery, he took the city, and 
the king of Cochin fled to the ifland of Viopia. Yet, 
though ftript of his dominions, he ftill retained his faith 
to the Portuguefe. He took them with him to this place, 
where a few men could defend themfelves ; and though 
the Zamorim offered to reftore him to his throne if he 
would deliver them up, he replied, that his enemy might 

firip 
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Jhrtp him of his dominions and his life^ but it was not In his 
power to deprive him ofhisfideUiy. 

While Trimumpara, king of Cochin, was thus (hut up 
on a little rock, Sodre fuffered a punifhxnent worthy of his 
perfidy. His fhip was beaten to pieces by a tempeft, and 
he and his brother loft their lives. The other commanders 
confidered this as the judgment of heaven, and haftened 
back to the relief of Cochin : by ftrefs of weather, how- 
ever, they were obliged to put into one of the Anchidivian 
iflands. Here they were joined by Francis Albuquerque^ 
whoy on hearing the fate of Cochin, though in the 
rigour of the tempeftuous feafon, immediately fet fail for 
that port. When the fleet appeared in fight of Viopia, 
Trimumpara exclaiming Portugal, Portugal, ran in an ex- 
tacy to the Fortuguefe \ and they, in return, with ihouts 
of triumph, announced the reftoration of his crown. The 
garrifon left in Cochin by the Zamorim immediately fled. 
Trimumpara was reftored to his throne without a battle, 
and Albuquerque gave an inftance of his mafterly policy. 
Together with the aiTurances of the friendfhip of Emma- 
nuel, he made the king of Cochin a prefent of 10,000 du- 
cats. An aft which wonderfully excited the admiration 
of the princes of India, and was a fevere wound to the 
Zamorim. 

Francis and Alonzo Albuquerque and Duarte Pacheco 
were now at Cochin. The princes, tributary to Trimum- 
para, 
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para, who had deferted to the Zamorim, were feverely pu^ 
iiiihcd by the troops of Cochin^ headed by the Portoguefe, 
and their depredations were carried into the Zamorim's 
own dominions. A treaty of peace was at laft concluded, 
on terms greatly advantageous to the Portuguefe com- 
merce. But that honour which had been of the greateft 
benefit to their affairs, was now ftained. A fhip of Cali«« 
cut was unjuftly feized by the Portuguefe agent at Cochin ; 
nor would Francis Albuquerque make reftitution, though 
required by the Zamorim. Soon after this, Francis failed 
for. Europe, -but gave another inftance of his infamy ere he 
left India. The Zamorim had again declared war againft 
the king of Cochin, and Francis Albuquerque left only one 
fhip, three barges, and about one hundred and fifty men, 
for the defence of Trimumpara; but this fmall body was 
commanded by Pacheco. Francis Albuquerque, and Ni* 
cholas Coello celebrated in the Lufiad, failed for Europe, 
but were heard of no more. 

Anthony Saldanna and Roderic Ravafco were at this 
time fent from Lifbon on purpofe to cruife about the 
mouth of the Red Sea. The king of Melinda was engag- 
ed in a dangerous war with the king of Mombafia, and 
Saldanna procured him an honourable peace. But Ra- 
vafco aAed as a lawlefs pirate on the coaft of Zanzibar. 
Though the innocent inhabitants were in a treaty of peace 
with Gama, he took many of their ihips, for which he ex- 
torted large ranfoms, and compelled the prince of Zanzi- 
bar 
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bar to pay an unnusl tribute and own himfelf die Taflal o£ 
Emsoaaiiel. The Pope's BjxH, which gave all the Eafi to 
the king of Portugal^ begao now to operate. The Portu- 
guefe efteeoied it as a lacred charter ; the ipattves of the 
Eaft felt the confequence of it, and conceived a iecret jca- 
loufy and diflike of tjbeir new mafters. The exalted pdicjr 
and honour of many of the Portuguefe governors delayed 
the evil operation of this jealoufy, but the remedy was on^ 
ly temporary. The Portuguefe bdicved they had a right 
to demand the vails^e of the princes of the Eaft, and to 
prohibit them the navigation of their own (eas- When 
the ufurpation of dominion proceeds from a fixed prindple, 
the wifdom of the ableft Governor can only fldn over the 
mortal wound; for even the groBjdk barbarians are moft 
acutely fenlible of injuftice» a&d car efuUy remember the 
breaches of honour* 

Along with thefe ideas of their right to claim dominion 
and to conquer, the Portuguefe brought to India an image 
of the degenerated conftitution of Lifbon. The Governor 
adfaed under a few general inftru&ions, which contained 
rather advices * than orders, againft what countries he 
ihould dire& the force of his arms/ And in the executive 
power he was arbitrary. The revenue and regulations of 
commerce were alfo left to his difcretion ; fuch was the in- 

fecure 

• See the Commiflion of the Portugacfe Viceroys and the Noticiai, in 
the ApiKindix. See alfo the letters of the king, queen, and prince of Pot- 
tug»l to John de Caftro, in Andrada*s life of that Goremor. 
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lecure and capricious plan of the Portuguefc commercial 
eftabliihment in India. It was (of all, the moft liable to 
abufe) the worft of all Monopolies, a Regal one. Eve- 
ry ihip which failed from Portugal to India was the king's 
property. Their Indian cargoes were dcpofited in the cuf- 
tom-houie of Lifbon, and managed, for the ufe of the 
crown, by the revenue officers. The tribute paid by the 
vaflal princes of Afia was the king's \ and the &£tories and 
forts were built and fupported at his charge X. In a word, 
a military government was eftablifhed in India, and it was 
the duty of the Governor to fuperintend his majefty's re- 
venues and commercial monopoly. 

The Zamorim had now collefted a formidable power for 
the deftruftion of Cochin. But before we mention the 
wonderful viftories of Pacheco, it will be neceflary to give 
fome account of the land and maritime forces of the Eaft 
And here it is to be lamented, that the Portuguefe authors 
have given us but very imperfe6l accounts of the military 
arts of India. Yet it is to be gathered from them, that 
though fire arms were not unknown, they were but very 
litde ufed before the arrival of the Portuguefe. Two na- 
tives of Milan, who were brought to India by Gama on 
his fecond voyage, deferted to the Zamorim, and were of 
great fervice to him in making of powder and cafting of 
cannon. The Perfians defpifed the ufe of fire arms, as un- 
VOL. I. G manly j 

\ Sec Ofbrius, Faria, Barros, Caflanneda, Commentaries written by Al- 
buquerque's foD, Andrada's life of John do Caftro, &c. S^cpaJ^m in hch. 
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manly ; and the ufe of artillery on board of a fleet is fcvc- 
i*al times mentioned as peculiar to the Moors of Mecca. 
The veflefe of the Zamorim were large barges rowed with 
oars, and crowded with men, who fought with darts and 
other mlflile weapons. We are told by Oforius, that the 
pilot of Melinda, who conduced Gama to Calicut, defpii^ 
cd the Aftrolabe, as if ufed to fupcrior Inftruments. We 
doubt, however, of his fuperior knowledge, for we know 
that he coafted northward to a particular limit, and then 
flood direftly for the rifing fun. We are alfo told by the 
Jefuits of the perfection of the Chinefe navigation, and 
that they have had the ufe of the compafs for 3000 years ; 
but this is alfo doubtful. Some have even fuppofed, that 
Marco Paolo, or fome of the earlieft mercantile pilgrims^ 
carried the loadflone to China ere its ufe in navigation was 
fully known in Europe. Certain it is, that at this day the 
Chinefe cannot arm the needle with the virtues of the load- 
flone, and of confequence have the compafs in great imper- 
fedlion. In place of hanging the needle, they lay the load- 
flone upon cork, and fwim it in water. Vertomannus re- 
lates, that travelling to Mecca, he faw the Arabs ufe the 
compafs to direft them through the fandy deferts of Ara- 
bia. But of this alfo we doubt ; for there is not a name 
in any eaftcrn language, except the Chinefe, for that in- 
ftrument; nor do the Arabs know how to make one. 
They purchafe them of Europeans^ and the Italian word 

Bujfola 
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Si^ffUa is the name of the compafs among the Turks, and 
all the natives of the Eaft, on this iide of China. 

While the Zamorim was preparing his formidable ar- 
mament againft Cochin^ the fecurity which appeared on 
the mien of Facheco, prompted Trimumpara to fufpeA 
fbme fraud : and he entreated that captain to confefs what 
he intended. Facheco felt all the refentment of honour^ 
and aflured him of vi£lory. He called a meeting of the 
principal inhabitants, and uttered the fevereft threats againft 
any perfon who fhould dare to defert to the Zamorim, or 
to leave the i£kind f. Every precaution, by which the paf- 
fage to the ifland of Cochin might be fecured, was taken by 
Facheco. The Portuguefe took the facrament, and devot- 
ed themfelves to^eath. The king of Cochin's troops 
amounted only to 5000 \ the fleet and army of the Zamo- 
rim coniifted of 57,000 menf' Yet this great army, though 
provided with brafs cannon, and otherwifc afEfted by the 
two Milanefe engineers, was defeated by Facheco. Se- 
ven times the Zamorim raifed new armies, fome of them 
more numerous than the firft, but all of them were defeat- 
ed at the fords of Cochin, by the ftratagems and intrepi- 

G 2 dity 

f Soon after this order, two fifliermcn were brought before him, who had 
been following their employment beyond the limits he had prefcribed. Pa- 
chcoo ordered them to be hanged in prifon. The king pleaded for their 
lives, but Pachcco in public was inexorable. In the night, however, he 
fent the two fifhermen to the king*s palace, where he defired they might 
be concealed with the greateft fccrecy ; and the fcverity of their fate was 
publicly believed. Such was the humanity and ftriA difcipline of this 
brave officer. 



/ 
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ditf of Tzchtcoi Though the Zamorim m the latter bat- 
tles expofed his own perfon to the greateft danger, and was 
fometimes fprinkled with the blood of his attendants; 
though he had recourfe to poifon and every art of fraud, 
all his attempts, open and private, were baffled. At h&f 
in deipair of revenge, he refigned his crown, and ihut him- 
felf up for the remainder of his days in one of his idol tern- 
pies. Soon after the kingdom of Cochin was thus reftored 
to profperity, Pacheco was recalled to Europe. The king 
of Portugal paid the higheft compliments to his valour ; and 
as he had acquired no fortune in India, in reward of hb 
fervices he gave him a lucrative government in Africa* 
But merit always has enemies. Pacheco was accufed, and 
by the king's order brought to Lifbon in irons : and thofe 
hands which preferved the intereft of Portugal in India, 
were in Portugal chained in a dungeon a confiderable time, 
ere a legal trial determined the juftice of this feverity. He 
was at laft tried, and honourably acquitted ; but his merit 
was thought of no more, and he died in an alms-houfe. 
Merit thus repaid, is a fevere wound to an empire. The 
generous ardour of military fpirit cannot receive a colder 
check, than fuch examples are (ure to give it. 

Before the departure of Pacheco, a fleet of thirteen flups, 
commanded by Lopez Soarez, arrived in India. The new 
Zamorim beheld with regret the ruined condition of his 
kingdom, his tributary princes not only now independent, 
but pofTefled of the commerce which formerly enriched 

Calicut, 
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Calicut, the fatal confequence of his uncle and predeceC* 
for's obftinacy. Taught by thefe examples, he defircd a 
peace with the Portuguefe ; but Soarez would hear no* 
thing till the two Milancfc deferters were delivered up. 
This the Zamorim refolutely refiifed. And Soarez, re- 
gardlefs of the fate of fome Portuguefe who had been left 
at Calicut by Cabral, battered the city two days, in place 
of granting an honouraUe and commercial peace. Nor 
was ttus his only political error* By {hewing fiich eager- 
nefs to iecure the Milanefe engineers, he told the Zamo- 
rim the value of thefe European artiils. And that prince 
foon after applied to the Soldan of Egypt, who fent him 
four Venetians, able engineers, and mafters of the art of 
the foundery of cannon. 

In the fbtely fpirit of concpiefl Soarez traverfed the In? 
dian feas, deflroyed many Calicutian and Moorifh veflels, 
and made various princes pay tribute and confefs them- 
fdves the vaflals of Emmanuel. But the Soldan of Egypt 
began now to threaten hoftilities, and a ffaronger force of 
the Portuguefe was neceflary. Francifco d'Almeyda, an 
officer of diftinguifhed merit, was therefore appointed 
Viceroy of India, and was fent with two and twenty ihips 
to ailert his jurifdiftion. And according to the uncom* 
mercial ideas of Gothic conqueft with which he fet out, 
he continued to aA. On his arrival at Quiloa, a meeting 
between him and the king was appointed. Almeyda at- 
tended, but the king did not, for a black cat, as he fet 

out. 
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out, happened to crofs his way, and intimidated by this 
evil omen, he declined the interview. On this, Almeyda 
levelled his city with the groimd, and appointed another 
king, tributary to Emmanuel. Some late treacheries of 
Mombaila were alfo revenged by the deftruftion of that 
city and the vaflalage of its monarch. When the Vice* 
roy arrived in India, he defeated the king of Onor, built 
forts and left garrifons in various places. Triumpara^ 
king of Cochin, had now retired to fpend the evening of 
his life in a Brahmin temple, and his nephew, who with 
great pomp was crowned by Almeyda, acknowledged 
himfelf the tributary of the king of Portugal. 

The Soldan of Egypt was at this time one of the grcat- 
cft princes of the world. Much of the lucrative com- 
merce of the Eaft had long flowed to the Weft through 
his dominions. His fleets and, his armies were thus ren- 
dered numerous and powerful, and bound by their politi- 
cal religion, every Mohammedan prince, in a war with 
the Chriftians, was his ally. A heavy revenge of the Cm- 
fades was in meditation, and Europe miferably divided in 
itfelf, invited its own ruin ; when, as it is exprefl^ed by 
the Abbe Reynal, the liberties of mankind were faved by 
the voyage of Vafco de Gama. The arrival of the Por- 
tuguefe in the eaftern feas entirely unhinged the ftrongeft 
fences of the Mohammedan power ; and the finews of the 
Egyptian and Turkifli ftrength were cut afunder by that 
deftrudtion of their commerce which followed th^ prefence 

of 
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of the Europeans. And thus alfo Europe is taught the 
means which will for ever fecure her againft the ravages 
of the Saracens, and other eaftern barbarians, whom (he 
has akeady experienced as more cruel invaders, and whom 
Greece ftill feels as more dreadfiil tyrants, than the Goths 
and the Vandals f. 

Enraged 

t A view of the commerce of the Eaftern world, and the channels in 
which it flowed, before the arrival of the Portuguefe, is thus accurately 
prcn by Faria y Sorfa, '* Before thefc our difcovcrics, the fpiccry and 
riches of the Eaftern world were brought to Europe wjth great charge and 
immenfc trouble. The merchandize of the clove of Malucca, the mace 
and nutmeg of Band^, the Sapdal-wood of Timor, the camphre of Borneo, 
the gold and filver of Luconia, the fpices, diugs, dyes and perfumes, and all 
the various riches of China, Java, Siam, and the adjacent kingdoms, center- 
ed in the city of Malaca, m the golden Cherfonefus. Hither all the trad- 
ers of the countries as far weft as Ethiopia and the Red Sea, rcfortcd, and 
bartered their own commodities for thofe they received ; for filvcr and gold 
were eftcemed as the leaft valuable articles. By this trade the great cities of 
Calicut, Cambaya, Ormuz, and Aden, were enriched; nor was Malaca the 
only iburce of their wealth. The weftem regions of Afia had full poHefTion 
of the commerce of the rubies of Pegu, the filks of Bengal, the pearls of 
Calicare, the diamonds of Narfmga, the cinnamon and rubies of Ceylon, 
the pepper and every fpicery of Malabar, and wherever in the eaftern 
iflands and (bores Nature had lavilhed her various riches. Of the more wef^ 
tern commerce Ormuz was the great mart, for from thence the eaftern com- 
modities were conveyed up the Perfian gulph to Baflbra on the mouth of 
the Euphrates, and from thence diftributed in caravans to Armenia, Tre- 
biibnd, Tartar^", Aleppo, Damafcus, and the port of Barut on the Medi- 
terranean* Suez on the Red Sea was alio a moft important mart. Here 
the caravans loaded and proceeded to Grand Cairo, from whence the Nile 
oonveyed their riches to Alexandria ; at which city and at Barut foi^ie Eu- 
ropeans, the Venetians in particular, loaded their veftels with the riches 
of the eaftern world, which at immenfe prices they diftributed throughout 
Europe." While the eaftern commerce flowed through thcfe channels, the 
eaftern kingdoms were wonderfully ftrengthened and enriched by it. By 
the arrival of the Portuguefe every thing was rcverfed, and the fafety of 
Europe fecured. 
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Enraged with the interruption which his trade had al- 
ready received. The Soldan refolved to prevent its utter 
rnin. He threatened the extirpation of all the Chriftians 
in his dominions, if the court of Rome would not order 
the king of Portugal to withdraw his fleets for ever from 
the eaftern Teas. One MauruSi a monk, was his amba& 
fador to Rome and Lifbon, but in place of promifes of 
compliance, he returned with the feverer threats of Em- 
manuel. War was now determined by the Soldan, and 
a moft formidable fleet, fixty veflels of which were larger 
than the Portuguefe, manned with Turks experienced in 
war, were fent to the afljftance of the Zamorim. But 
by the fuperior naval ikill and romantic bravery of Al- 
meyda and his fon Lorenzo, this mighty armament was 
defeated. 

At this time Trifl:an de Cugna, and the celebrated Al- 
plionfo Albuquerque, arrived in the Eaft, and carried war 
;ind vicTtory from Sofala to India. Allured by the honour 
and commercial treaties of Gama and Cabral, feveral 
prin;:cs of India invited thefe ftrangers to their harbours. 
But the alteration of the behaviour and claims of the Por- 
tuguefe, had altered the fentiments of the natives. Al- 
moft every port now oppofed the entrance of the Portu- 
guefe, and the cargo of almoft every (hip they loaded was 
purcliafed with blood. At the fack of the city of Lamo, 
fome of the foldiers under Cugna cut ofi^ the hands and 
cars of the women, to get their bracelets and ear-rings 
with more expedition. But though thefe mifcreants, by 

overbading 
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overloading their boat with their plunder, were all drown- 
ed, this ftain on the Portuguefe charafter made deftnic- 
tive war againft the Portuguefe name and intereft. When 
Albuquerque arrived before Ormuz, he fummoned the 
king to become the vaflal of Emmanuel, and to be happj 
under the proteftion of fo great a prince. The king of 
Ormuz, who expedled fuch a vifit, had provided an army 
of 33,000 men, 6000 of whom were expert archers, aux- 
ifiaries of Perfia. Yet thefe were defeated, by 460 dif- 
cijdined men, well played cannon, and the dauntlefs va- 
lour of Albuquerque. And the king of Ormuz fubmit- 
tcd to vafialage. Lords of the feas alfo, the Portuguefe 
permitted no fhip to fail without a Portuguefe paflport. 
Nor was this regarded, when avarice prompted that the 
paflport was forged f . A rich Ihip of Cananor was on 
this pretence taken and plundered, and the unhappy crew, 
to conceal the villainy, were fewed up in the fail-cloths 
and drowned. Vaz, it is true, the commander of this 
horrid deed, was broken. But the bodies of the Moors 
were thrown on fhore by the tide, and the king of Ca- 
nanor, the valuable ally of Portugal, in revenge of this 
treachery, joined the Zamorim, and declared war againft 
the Portuguefe. Another powerful armament, command- 
ed by Mir Hocem, a chief of great valour, was fent by 
the Soldan. Perfia alfb affifled. And even the mountains 

of 

f Sometimes, in place of a pafs, the Moorilh TefleU carried their own 
letters of condemnation. As thus, The wwner of this flip is a very ivicied 
Moor. Idefire ibejirfi Pmrtuguefe Captain to vobom this isfiewn may make prize 
•f her. Vid. Faria, 



/ 
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of Dalmatia I, by the connivance of Venice, were robbed 
of their foreftsi to build navies in Arabia to militate againft 
the Portuguefe* 

Almeyda fent bis brave Ton Lorenzo to give battle to 
Mir Hocem, but ^Lorenzo fell the viftim of his romantic 
bravery. While th^e fether prepared to revenge the death 
of his fon, his recall, and the appointment of Albuquerque 
to fucceed him, arrived from Europe; but Almeyda 
refufed to refign till he had revenged his fon's defeat. On 
this, a difpute between the two governors arofe, of fatal 
confequence to thePortuguefeintereft in Aiia. Albuquerque 
was imprifoned, and future governors often urged this 
example on both fides of the queftion, both to protract 
the continuance, and prefs the inftant furrender of office. 
Almeyda, having defeated the Zamorim and his Egyptian 
allies, failed for Europe $, crowned with military laurels. 
£ut though thus plumed in the vulgar eye, his eftablifh- 
ments were contrary to the fpirit of commerce. lie 
fought, indeed, and conquered; but he left more ene- 
mies of the Portuguefe in the Eaft than he found there. 
The honours he attained were like his, who having ex- 
tinguilhcd a few houfes on £re, marches out of a city in 
triumph, forgetful of the glowing embers left in every 
corner, ready to burft forth in a general flame. It was 

left 

I The tunWr wv brought thriMtgh the Meditctruiein to Cairo, aa4 
iKMtt thcnof >ftAs cA!»i<\l hv C4mcl» lo ihc port of Sud. 
J See hi>u;c, p. ii^» 
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left for the great Albuquerque to eftablifli the Portuguefe 
empire in Aiia on a furer bafis, on zQs of mutual beae* 
£t to the foreign colonifts and native princes. 

Albuquerque, as foon as he entered upon his government, 
turned his thoughts to the folid eftabliihment of the Por- 
tuguefe empire. To extinguifh the power of Calicut, and 
to ereft a fortified captal for the feat of govemmenti were 
his firft defignsj and in thefe he was greatly aflifted, 
both by the arms and the counfel of Timoja the pirate, 
who, very much injured by the Indian princes, was glad 
to enter into alliance with the Portuguefe. Don Fernando 
Coutinho, previous to the advancement of Albuquerque, 
had arrived in India, vefted with a difcretionary power inr 
dependent of the will of the governor. The natural con-r 
fequences of this extraordinary policy foon appeared. 
With Airty vefTels and 2400 men, Albuquerque and 
Coutinho (ailed from Cochin to befiege Calicut. It was 
agreed, that the troops under Coutinho fhould have the 
honour to land firft. Thofe under Albuquerque, howe- 
ver, galled by the enemy, leapt firft afhore. Coutinho, 
on this, roughly upbraided him : To conquer the feeble Iti" 
diansy he faid, wat no fuch honour as fome hoafled. And I 
will tell the ling of Portugal^ he added, that I entered the 
palace of the Zamorim with only my cane in my hand, Albu- 
querque remonftrated the danger of raflinefs in vain. 
Coutinho ordered Jafper de Gama, the Polonian Jew, to 
conduA him to the p^ce ; to which, with 800 men, he 

marched 
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marched in confufed fpeed. Albuquerque, whofe mag* 
nanimitj could revenge no infult when his country's mte-» 
reft was at ftake in the hour of battle^ foUowed in good 
order with 600 men, and left others properly ftationed, 
to fecure a retreat ; for he forefaw deftru£tion. O)utinho» 
after feveral attacks, at laft, with the lofs of many men, 
entered the palace, and gave his foldiers liberty to plunder. 
All was now diforder among them. And Albuquerque^ 
who perceived it, entreated Coutinho, by mefiage, to be- 
ware of a fiercer attack. He was anfwered. He might take 
care of the troops under his own command* After two hours 
ipent in plundering the palace, Coutinho let fire to it, 
and marched out. But ere he could join Albuquerque^ 
both parties were furrounded by enraged multitudes. 
Coutinho and his braveft ofiicers fell ; Albuquerque was 
wounded by arrows in the neck and left arm. At laftj 
ftruck on the breaft by a large ftone, he dropped down^ 
to appearance dead. On his fhield he was carried off* with 
great difficulty. All was confufion in the retreat, till the 
body of referve, placed by Albuquerque, came up, and 
repulfed the enemy. Albuquerque was carried on board 
without hope of recovery. His health, however, was reC 
tored at Cochin, and the Zamorim allowed a fort to be 
iDuilt near Calicut, and fubmitted to the terms of peace 
propofed by the Portuguefe governor. 

The ifland of Goa, on the coaft of Decan, a moft com- 
modious fituation for the feat of empire^ and whofe prince 

had 
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had been treacherous to Gama, after various defperate en- 
gagementSy was at laft yielded to Albuquerque* Accord- 
ing to his defign, he fortified it in the beft manner, and 
rendered it of the utmoft coniequence to the prefervatlon 
of the Portugueie power. He now turned his thoughts to 
Malaca, the great mart of the eaftem half of the oriental 
world. Under the government of Almeyda, Sequeira had 
failed thither, and while about fettling a treaty with the 
natives, narrowly efcaped a treacherous maiTacre, in which 
feveral of his menJirere flain. Albuquerque offered peace 
and commerce, but demanded atonement for this injury. 
His terms were rejefted, and this important place, won by 
moft aftonifhing viflories, was now added to the Portu- 
guefe dominion. 

Albuquerque now devoted his attention to the grand ob- 
jcft of his wiflies, the permanent eftablifhment of the Por- 
tugueie dominion in Ada. His ideas were great and com- 
prehenfive \ and his plan, perhaps, the beft ever produced 
under an arbitrary government. His predeceflbr Almey- 
da had the fame objeft in view, but he thought the con- 
queft and fettlemcnt of cities would weaken and divide the 
Portuguefe ftrength. Superiority at fea he efteemed as the 
fureft method to command all India ; and one fafe ftation, 
where the fliips might winter, was all the eftablifliment he 
defired. Albuquerque on the contrary, deemed the poC. 
feflion of many harbours, and adjoining territory, as the 
only effectual means to enfurc the continuance of the na- 
val 
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marched in confufed fpced. Albuquerque, whofc mag^ 
nanimity could revenge no infult when his country's intc- 
reft was at ftake in the hour of battle, followed in good 
order with 600 men, and left others properly ftationed, 
to fecure a retreat j for he forefaw deftruftion. Coutinho, 
after feveral attacks, at laft, with the lofs of many men, 
entered the palace, and gave his foldicrs liberty to plunder- 
All was now diforder among them. And Albuquerque, 
who perceived it, entreated Coutinho, by meflage, to be- 
ware of a fiercer attack. He was anfwered. He might take 
€are of the troops under his own command. After two hours 
ipcnt in plundering the palace, Coutinho fet fire to it, 
and marched out. But ere he could join Albuquerque, 
both parties were furrounded by enraged multitudes. 
Coutinho and his bravcft oiBcers feU j Albuquerque was 
wounded by arrows in the neck and left arm. At laft, 
ftnick on the breaft by a large ftone, he dropped down, 
to appearance dead. On his fhield he was carried ofF wnl 
great difficulty. AH was confiifion in the retreat, tlU \ 
body of referve, placed by Albuquerque, came up, 
repulfed the enemy. Albuquerque was carried on 
%yIthout hope oji^very. His health, however, 
rored at Co^^^^^tl^e ^amciyi^#o^^*^^ 
{>ui]t near C^^^^Kjijl^ru] 
propofcd^by tM^ igu^ 
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gae(e with the natives f. His female captives he treated 
with the utmoft kindnefs, and having married them to his 
fbldiers, gave them fettlements in the iflandof Goa. And 
hence, during the regency of John de Caftro, little more 
than thirty years after, the ifland of Goa itfelf was able to 
build the fleets and to levy the armies, which, by faving 
the important fort and city- of Dio, preferved the Portu- 
gueie mtereft in India. 

In confequence of his plan of empire, Albuquerque con- 
ftituted Malaca the capital of the eaftern part of the Portu- 
guefe dominion. Here, as at Goa, he coined money, and 
by his juftice, and afiable, generous manner, won the af- 
fe£tion and efteem of the people whom he had conquered* 
He received from, and fent ambafladors to the king of Siam 
and other princes, to whom he offered the trade of Malaca 
on more advantageous conditions than it had hitherto been. 
And an immenfe commerce from China and all the adja- 
cent regions foon filled that harbour. For here, as at Or- 
muz and Goa, the reduction which he made in the cuftoms, 
gave an increafe of trade which almoft doubled the revenue 
of the king of Portugal. When Albuquerque returned to 
Goa, he was received, fays Faria, as a father by his family. 

The 

f The defcendants of theie marriages people the coafts of the Eaft at 
this day. They are called Meflkas or Mejii%esy are become favages, fpeak a 
broken Portugaefe, called lingua Franco by the Tailors. Many of the black 
fenrants brought to Europe are of this race. 
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The iiland was at this time befieged by 20,000 of Hydal 
Can, the lord of Decan's troops, yet viftory declared for 
Albuquerque, But to difplay the terror of the Portugueie 
arms was only the fecond motive of this great man. To 
convince the Indian princes of the value of his iBriendfhip 
was his firft care, and treaties of commerce were with mu- 
tual fatisfa£lion concluded with the king of Bifnagar, the 
king of Nariinga, and other powerful princes. The city 
of Aden, near the mouth of the Red Sea, was of great im- 
portance to the fleets of the Soldan. Albuquerque twice 
attacked this place, but could not carry it for want of mi- 
litary ftores. By the vcflels, however, which he kept on 
thefe coafls, he gave a fevere wound to the Egyptian and 
MooriCh commerce ; and by the eftabliihments which he 
made in India, entirely ruined it. Mahomet, the ex- 
pelled tyrant of Malaca, ailifted by 2o,poo Javans attempt- 
ed to recover his throne } but the wiih of the people was 
fulfilled, and Albuquerque, who failed to its relief, was 
again viflorious. The Periians, to whom Ormuz had been 
tributary, endeavoured to bring it again under their yoke *; 

but 

* When the Perfians fent a demand of tribute, Albuquerque faid it 
Should be paid ; and a large diver bafon, under cover, was preiented to 
the ambaflador. When uncovered, leaden bullets and points of fpears ap- 
peared. There, faid Albuquerque, is the tribute which the kings of Por- 
tugal pay. Admiration of the virtues of their enemies was the ancient 
character of the Perfians. Ifmael the Sophi from whom Ormuz was rent, 
ibon after profefled the highcft idea of the valour of Albuqu(;rque. He court- 
ed his friendihip, and fent ambafladors to Emmanuel. In this correipond- 
ence the progrefs of fire-arms in the eafl may be traced. In 15 15 he folictt- 
cd that Portuguefe artifts might be fent to teach his fubje^s the art of 
calling cannon. Vid. Oibr. I. x. 
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but Albuquerque haftened from Malaca, and totally de- 
feated them, to the fincere joy of the inhabitants. Here 
he fell ficky and being advifed by his phyiicians to go to 
India for the recovery of his health, the king of Ormuz^ 
who called him his father, parted from him with tears. On 
his way to India he received intelligence, that a fleet, arriv- 
ed from Portugal, had bit)Ught his recall; that Lopez 
Soarez was appointed to iucceed him, and that lago Men- 
dez was come to be governor of Cochin. When he heard 
this, he exclaimed. Are thofe ivhom I fent prifoners to Por* 
iugai fir heinous crimes^ are thofe returned to be governor^ ! 
Old man. Oh, fir thy grave ! Thou hafi incurred the kin^s 
£/^afurefiir the fake of thefubjeilsy and the fubjeSis for the 
fake of the king / Old man, fly to thy grave, and retain that 
honour thou haft ever prefervedl A profound melancholy 
now feized him; but finding the certain approaches of 
death, he recovered his cheerfulnefs, and with great fer- 
vour gave thanks to God, that a new governor was ready 
to fucceed him. On the bar of Goa, in the fixty-third 
year of his age, he breathed his laft f , after a regency of 
VOL. I. H little 



f A little before he died he wrote thi* manly letter to the king of Por- 
tugal. •* Under the pangs of deatby in the difficult breathing of the lafi hour, I 
write tbit my laji letter to your Higbnefs ; the lafi of many J haw vrriUen to you 
full of life, for Ixvat then employed in yourfervice. I have afon^ Bias de Albu- 
querque ; I entreat your Higbnefs to make him as great as myfermees defer'oe, the 
affcars of India xuill anf'werfor tbemfches, and for me.** Oforius fays, the lat- 
ter part of the Gofpel of John was, at his defire, repeatedly read to him ; 
and he expired with the grcatcft compofure. Long after his death his bones 
<wcrc brought to Portugal ; but it was with great difficulty, and after long 
delays, ere the inhabitants of Goa would confentto part with his remains. 



exxx PORTUGUESE ASIA. 

Uttle more than five years. Tet in this fhort fpace, he not 
only opened all the eaftem world to the commerce of For*- 
tugal, but by the regulations of his humane and exalted 
policy, by the ftrift diftribution of juftice which he cfta*- 
blifhed, i^cured its power on a bafis, which nothing but the 
difcontinuance of his meafures could fubvert Under Al- 
buquerque the proud boaft of the hiftorian Faria was jufti- 
fied« The trophies of our viSiories, fays he, are noi hrmfed 
helmets and tuar/He engines hung on the trees of the $nountains ^ 
hut citieSf ijlands^ and kingdoms^ Jirft humbled under ourfeei^ 
and then joyfully Huorfbipping our government. The princes of 
India, who viewed Albu^erque as their father, clothed 
themfelves in mourning on his death, for they had expe- 
rienced the happinefs and prote£tion which his firiendfhip 
gave them* And the ilncerity of their grief ihewed Em- 
manuel what sufubjeA he had loft. He was buried at Goa, 
and it became cuftomary for the Mohammedan and Gen- 
too inhabitants of that city, when injured by the Portu- 
guefe, to come and weep at his tomb, utter their complaints 
to his manes^ and call *upon his God to revenge their 
wrongs. 

Accuffomed to the affable manners of Albuquerque, die 
referved haughty dignity affiimed by Soarez gave the Indi- 
an allies of Portugal the firft proof that the mourning 
which they wore for his predeceflbr was not without caufe. 
Now, fay the Portuguefc authors, commenced the period 
when the foldier no more followed the dictates of honour ^ 

when^ 
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when thofe who had been captains, became traders^ and 
rapacious plunderers of the innocent natives. Hitherto 
the loading of the king's veflels had been the principal mer- 
cantile buiinefs of the Portuguefe. They now more parti- 
cularly interfered with the commerce of the Moors and 
Indians. Many quitted the military fervice, and became , 
private adventurers ; and many who yearly arrived from 
Portugal, in place of entering into the king's fervice^ fol- • 
lowed this example. But their commerce was entirely 
confined to the harbours of the £aft> for it was the fole 
prerogative of the king to fend cargoes to Europe. This 
coafting trade in the hands of the Portuguefe increafed the 
revenue of the royal cuftom-houfes. But the fudden riches 
which it promifed, drew into it many more adventurers 
than, it was feared, the military government of India 
could afford to lofe. And thence the difcouragement of 
this trade was efteemed the duty, and became a principal 
objedt of the Portuguefe viceroys. And indeed in its beft 
ftate it was only worthy of tranfported felons. It was go- 
verned by no certain laws. The courts. eftablifhed by Al- 
buquerque were either corrupted or without power, and 
the petty governor of every petty fort was arbitrary in his 
harbour. Under thefe difadvantages, fo inaufpicious to 
honeft induftry, the Portuguefe adventurers in this coaft- 
ing trade became mere pirates, and it was ufual for them 
to procure the loading of their fhips, fays Faria, in the 
military way, as if upon the forage in an enemy's country. 
Nor was this coafting trade folcly in the hands of private 
H 2 adventurers. 
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adventurers. The king had a large (hare in it, and undoubt- 
edly the moft advantageous- This is confirmed by Faria 
((lib. ann. 1540 and 1 541) who mentions his majeft/s goods 
carried from port to port, and committed fi-om one officer 
to the charge of another. Such was the miierabie ftate of 
the free trade of the Portuguefe in India, a trade, whofe 
fiiperior advantages, (for fuperior aivantages muft be im- 
plied in the argument) have lately been held forth f as an 
example and proof of the expediency of depriving the Eng- 
lifh Eaft India Company of their charter. In the conclth* 
fion we fhall cite the word*' of the philofopher to whom wc 
allude. And an attention to the fa£ts of this hiftory wiU 
prepare the reader for a difcuffion of that important 
queftion. 

Where there are no fixed laws of fupreme authority^ 
immediate confiifion muft follow the removal of the bcft 
governor. Such confiifion conftituted the political cha- 
rafter of the regency of Soarez. His military expeditions 
do him as little honour. Having performed the parade of 
a new governor, in vifiting the forts> and in breaking and 
raifing officers, Soarez prepared, according to his orders, 
to reduce the coafts of the Red Sea to the obedience of 
Portugal. Another great Egyptian fleet, commanded by 
a Turk, named Raez Solyman, had failed from Suez 5 and 
Soarez, with twenty-feven ihips, fet fail in fearch of it. 

When 

t In Smith's Inquiry into tbt Nature and Cauf:s of tbc Wtaltl of Nations. 
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When he came before Aden, he found that ftrong city de- 
lenceleis. The governor had offended the court of Egypt, 
and Solyman, by order of the Soldan, had levelled a part 
of the waiL The governor of Aden, thus at his mercy, 
artfully ofiered the keys to Soarez, and intreated hb 
friendfliip* Secure of the Moor*s honefty, Soarez delayed 
to take pofleffion, till he had given battle to the Soldan's 
fleet. This he found m the port of Gidda or Jodda, un- 
der protedtion of the cannon of the walls. He therefore 
did not engage it; and after burning a few defencelefs 
towns, he returned to Aden. *But the breaches of the 
fort were now repaired, and his own force, which had fuf- 
fered greatly by tempeftuous weather in the Red Sea, was, 
he deemed, unable to take that city, which now refiifed to 
furrender. While Soarez was employed in this inglorious 
expedition, Goa was reduced to the greateft danger. A 
quarrel about a Portuguefe deferter had kindled a war, 
and Hydal Can, with an army of 30,000 men, laid iiege 
to that important city. But the arrival of three Portuguefe 
fhips raided the fiege, at a time when famine had almoft 
brought the garrifon to defpair. Nor was Malaca happier 
than Goa. The uncurbed tyranny of the Portuguefe had 
almoft driven trade from that harbour, and the dethroned 
king once more invaded the ifland with a great army. But 
Alexis de Menezes, appointed governor of that place, ar- 
rived, in the moft critical time, with 300 men, and faved 
Malaca. The trade with China after this greatly increafed, 
and the king of Ceylon, with whom Albuquerque had 

eftablifhed 
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eftabliflied a valuable commerce, was compelled by Soarez 
to pay tribute to the king of Portugal. A furvcyor of the 
king's revenue about this time arrived in India, vcftcd with 
a power, which interfered with, and leffened that of the 
governor. Hence complaints and appeals were by every 
fleet carried to Europe, and by every fleet that returned 
the removal of officers was brought. Integrity now afford- 
ed no proteftion, and to amafs wealth with the utmoft ex- 
pedition, was now the beft way to fecure its pofleffion. 
Rapacity prevailed among the Portuguefe, and all was 
difcontent among the natives, when in 15 iS, after a re- 
gency of about three years, Soarez was recalled, and in 
power and title of governor fucceeded by lago Lopez dc 
Sequeyra. Albuquerque left Portuguefe Afia in the moft 
flouri(hing condition. Soarez left every thing embarrafl^ 
ed, and in the decline. Albuquerque was dreadful to his 
enemies in war, and to his foldiers on the leaft appearance 
of difobedience : but at other times, his engaging man- 
ners won the hearts of all. And his knowledge of hu- 
man nature, which formed his political conduA, was of 
the firft rate. Soarez, on the contrary, the man who re- 
fufed an equitable treaty offered by the Zamorim, and was 
for fuch a£b of incapacity fent prifoner to Lifbon by Al- 
buquerque, betrayed in all his tranfa^lions the meaneft 
abilities. All his capacity Teemed to reach no farther than 
to preferve that folemn face of dignity, that haughty re- 
ferved importance with which men of flender abilities 
tranfad the moft trifling affairs } a folenuiity of which 

heavy 
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lieavy intenefb are extremely jealous and careful, which 
die ignorant revere, and which the intelligent defpife. 

Sequeyra, ihc difcoverer of Malaca, began his regency 
with the relief of that important mart ; and the king of 
Bintam, the befieger, after feveral attempts, was compeU 
led to fubmh to a treaty di£lated by the Portuguefe. 
Forty-eight fhips, under the command of the governor, 
lailed to reduce the ftrong fort and harbour of Diu or 
Dio, on the coaft of Cambaya, an objefl of great impor- 
tance to the Portuguefe, but- nothing was attempted. 
Continual ikirmifiies, however, dyed every fhore with 
blood, while no method of cultivating the friendfliip of 
the hoftile natives was even in view* Every thing on the 
contrary tended to inflame them. John de Borba, ihip- 
wrecked on the coaft of Achem, was generoufly relieved 
by the Ibvereign. George de Brito arrived foon after, 
and Borba informed him, that in the fepulchres of the 
kings were immenfe treafures of gold ; and that the pre- 
fent king, his benefaflor, had formerly robbed fome Por- 
tuguefe veflels. Brito, at the head of 200 men, immedi- 
ately began hoftilities, but was defeated and killed, and 
the kings of Achem became the inveterate enemies of the 
Portuguefe, and often gave them infinite trouble. The 
Malucco iflands were now diicovered. The kings of thefe, 
at ftrife with each other, were each eameft for the alli- 
ance of the Portuguefe. But they, led by their ufud 
ideas, foon involved themfelves in war and flaughter. 

Ormuz, 
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OrmuZy where Albuquerque was beloved as a father, was 
now unable to bear the Portuguefe yoke. The tribute 
was raifed, and the king complained that his revenues 
could not afford to pay it. Sequeyra on this fent Portu- 
guefe officers to impofe and coUeft the king's cuftoms. 
This impolitical ftep was foon followed by its natural con- 
fequence. The infolence and oppreffion of the officers 
produced a revolt. Sequeyra, however, defeated the peo- 
ple of Ormuz, and almoft doubled the tribute which be- 
fore they were unable to pay. It is truly aftonifhing how 
men fhould expeA that dominion thus fupported fhoukl 
continue long ; that they could not fee that fuch vidories 
both fowed and nourifhed the feeds of future war. Even 
the Portuguefe hiftorians adopted the impolitical uncom- 
mercial ideas of their governors. Faria y Soufa makes an 
apology for mentioning the fate of the &vA Portuguefe 
who traded to China, calls it a matter of commerce, a 
fubjeft unworthy of grave hiftory. The political philofo- 
pher, however, will efteem it of more importance, and 
will draw the heft of precepts from it. The king of Por- 
tugal defirous of the trade of China, fent an ambaflador 
and one of his captains to propofe a commercial alliance. 
The ambaffador was gladly received, and fent by land to 
Nankin, and the honourable behaviour of Pedro de An- 
drade gained the important traffic of the harbour of Can- 
ton. On this officer's return to India, Sequeyra the go- 
vernor fent Simon de Andrade, brother to Pedro, with 
five fhips to China ; and whatever were his inftruftions, 

the 
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the abfurdity of his actions was only equalled by his grofi 
infoleDce. As if he had arrived among beings of an infe- 
rior order, he aflumed an authority like that which is 
claimed by man over the brute creation. He feized the 
iiland of Tamou, oppofite to Canton. Here he erefted 
a fort and a gallows ; and while he plundered the mer- 
chants, the wives and daughters of the principal inhabi- 
tants were dragged from their friends to his garrifon, and 
the gibbet punifhed reiiftance. Nor did he ftop even 
here. The Portuguefe in India wanted flaves, and An- 
drade thought he had found the proper nurfery. He 
publifhed his defign \o buy the youth of both fexes^ and 
in this inhuman traffic he was fupplled by the moft pro- 
fligate of the natives. Thefe proceedings, however, were 
foon known to the emperor of China, and the Portuguefe 
ambailador and his retinue died the death of ipies. An- 
drade was attacked by the Chinefe Itao, or admiral, and 
efcaped with much lofs, by the favour of a tempeft, after 
being forty days harafled by a fleet greatly fuperior to his 
own. Next year, Alonzo de Melo, ignorant of thefe 
tranfa^lions, entered the harbour of Canton with four 
veflels. 4 But his fliips were inftantly feized, and the crews 
maflacred, as fpies and robbers, by the enraged Chinefe. 
And though the Portuguefe afterwards were permitted to 
Ibme trade with China, it was upon very reftrided and 
difgraceftil * conditions, conditions which treated them 

as 

• The Chineie had too much Dutch policy utterly to expel any mer- 
chandize from their hatbours. A few years after this, the Portuguefe 

who 
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as a nation of pirates, as men who were not to be truft* 
ed unlefs fettered and watched. 

While Sequeyra was engaged in a fecond attempt upon 
Dio, Duarte de Menzes arrived in India, and fucceeded 
him in office. Unmeaning flaughter on the coafts of Ma- 
dagafcar, the Red Sea, India, and the Malucco iilands, 
comprife the whole hidory of his regency. 

About this time died Emmanuel, king of Portugal. If 
this hiftory feem to arraign his government, it will alfo 
prove how difficult it is for the moft vigilant prince al- 
ways to receive juft intelligence. For Emmanuel was both 
a great and a good king. Of great vigilance in council, 
of great magnanimity in the execution of all his enterpri- 
zes : of great capacity in diftinguifhing the abilities of men, 
and naturally liberal in the reward of merit. If fuch a 
prince as Emmanuel erred, if his adminiftration of Indian 
affiiirs in any inftange arraign his policy, let it thence be 

inferred, 

who brought gold from Africa and fpicery from India were allowed to pur* 
chafe the fiiks, porceLun, and tea of China, at^he port of Sanciam. And 
an event, which refutes all the Jefuitical accounts of the greatncft of the 
power and perfection of the Chinefe goTerament, ibon gave them a better 
fettlement. A pirate, named Tchang-fi-lao, made himfelf mafter of the 
little ifland of Macao. Here he built fleets which blocked up the ports of 
China, and laid fiege to Canton itfelf. In this criiis of diftreis the Chineie 
implored the afllftance of the Portuguefe, whom they had lately expelled 
as the worft of mankind. Two or three Portuguefe (loops efleOed what 
the potent empire of China could not do, and the illand of Macao was given 
them by the emperor, in reward of this eminent ienrice. The porcelain of 
China is not fo brittle, nor the 6gnres upon it more awkward, than the 
Chinefe ftrength and policy muft appear in the light which this eveiit 
throws upon them. 
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inferred, what exaAitude of intelligence b neceflary to the 
happy government of a diftant colony. 

The nialadxniniftration of Indian afiairs was now the po- 
pular complaint at the court of Liibon. The traffic of 
India, which had railed the Caliphs of Egypt to the height 
of their formidable power, and which had enriched Ve- 
nice, was now found fcarcely fufficient to fupport the mi- 
litary method of commanding it, pra^lifed by the Portu- 
gnefe. A general of the firft abilities was wanted, and 
the celebrated Vafco de Gama, old as he now was, ho- 
noured with the title of Count de Vidigueyra, was ap- 
pointed Viceroy by John III. In 1524, Gama, arrived 
the third time in India. Cochin, the faithful ally and 
chief trading port of the Portuguefe, was threatened by a 
powerful army of the Zamorim, and the Indian feas were 
infefted by numberlefs fleets of the Moors, whom their 
enemies called pirates. To fuppreis thefe Gama fent dif- 
ferent fquadrons, which were fuccefsfiil in executing his 
orders. But while he meditated far greater defigns, de- 
figns of the fame exalted and liberal policy which had been 
begun by himfelf, and fo glorioufly profecuted by Albu- 
querque, death, at the end of three months, clofed the 
regency of Gama. It was the cuftom of the kings of 
Portugal to fend commiiHons, or writs of fucceffion, 
fealed up, to India, with orders, which fhould be firft 
opened when a fucceflbr to government was wanted. 
Gama, who brought with him three of thefe, finding 

the 
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the approach of diflblution, opened the firft writ of flic* 
cefQon. And as Henry de Menezes, therein named, was 
at Goa, he appointed Lopez Vaz de Sampayo, a man of 
great abilities, to take the command till Menezes arrived. 
When Menezes arrived at Cochin, he prohibited the 
ufual marks of public joy on his elevation, and faid, it 
was more necejfary to mourn for the lofs of their late Fi^eroy. 
Nor did the public conduct of the new governor, the firft, 
fays Faria, who honoured the memory of his predeceflbr, 
deviate from this generous principle. A Portnguefe veC- 
fel at this time committed feveral depredations on ftates at 
peace with Portugal. This fliip, by order of Menezes, 
was taken, and the crew were impaled. A noble inftance 
of juftice, of more political fervice than all the viAories of 
a Soarez. The danger of Cochin required war, and Me- 
nezes carried it into the territories of the Zamorim, whom 
he feverely humbled. The Portuguefe arms cleared the 
feas of pirates, took the ftrong city of Dofar, and reduced 
fome valuable iflands on the Red Sea. Great preparati- 
ons were alfo made for the reduction of Dio, when Me- 
nezes, after a regency of thirteen months, died of a morti- 
fication in his leg. That he left the military power of the 
Portuguefe much more formidable than he found it, is 
the leaft of his praife. Every where, at Ormuz in parti- 
cular, he curbed the infolence and rapacity of his coun- 
trymen, and proved that time was only venting for him 
to have reftored the fituation of India as left by Albu- 
<}uerque. He convinced the Indian princes that rapacity 

was 
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was not the charaAer of all the Portuguefe, for he accepted 
of no prefent, though many, as is the cuftom of the coun- 
try, were offered to him. At his death, which happened 
in his thirtieth year, thirteen reals and an half, not a 
crown in the whole, was all the private property found in 
the pofleffion of this young governor. 

Other tranfa£Uons now fucceed. The fecond and third 
commiffions, brought by Gama, were unopened, and left 
he who was firft named (hould be diftant, Menezes, on 
his death-bed, appointed Francis de Sa to aflume the com- 
mand till the arrival of the proper governor. On open- 
ing the fecond commiffion, Pedro de Mafcarenhas was 
found named. As this officer was at Malaca, a council, 
was held, wherein it was refolved to fet afide Francis de 
Sa, and open the third commiffion. Sampayo, who in 
this was appointed, took an oath to refign on the arrival 
of Mafcarene, and immediately he affiimed the power of 
government. Mafcarene about thb time performed fome 
actions of great military fplendor in defence of Malaca. 
The king of Bintam, with feveral auxiliary princes, who 
with numerous armies threatened deftru£lion to the Por- 
tuguefe fettlement, were defeated by this brave officer. 
The Spaniards about this time took pofTeffion of fome of 
the Malucco iflands, where the treachery of the Portuguefe 
had made their name odious. Don George de Menezes 
and Don Garcia Enriquez, two captains on this ftation, 
put one another alternately in irons. They at laft came 

to 
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to a civil war, wherein Garcia was worfted ; and Meneze» 
was defeated by the Spaniards, who publicly executed 
fome of his officers, as traitors to Charles V. to whom they 
owed no allegiance. Oppreflcd by the tyranny of the 
Moors, the king of Sunda implored the protection of the 
Portuguefe, offered to pay a confiderable tribute, and en- 
treated them to build a fort in his dominions. Yet 
it was not in the power of Sampayo to reftore the tran- 
quillity of the Maluccos, or to improve the offers of Sunda. 
He had engaged in a fcheme of policy which fettered his 
operations. One villainy muft be defended by another, 
and the public intcreft muft be fecondary in the politics of 
the moft able ufurper of power. Sampayo was refolved to 
withhold the regency from Mafcarene, and therefore to 
ftrengthen himfelf at Cochin was his firft care. Where 
bis own intereft and that of the public were one, Sampayo 
behaved as a great commander ; but where they were leis 
immediately connected, that of the latter was even neceC- 
farily neglected, and even fell into ruin. It was his inte- 
reft to4ru(h the Zamorim, and he gained confiderable vic- 
tories over Cutial, admiral of the moft formidable fleet 
which had hitherto been fitted out from the po^rts of Cali- 
cut* Sampayo then failed to Goa, where Francis de Sa 
refufed to acknowledge him as governor. This difpute 
was fubmitted to the council of the city, and the man in 
power vras confirmed. Sa was then fent to build a fort in 
Sunda, but the politics of Sampayo could not (pare a force 

fufficient 
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fiifficient to overawe the Moors^ and Francis de Sa was un- 
abk to effedt his defign. 

The artful Sampayo now wrote to the king of Portugal, 
that a moft formidable hoftile alliance was in meditation. 
The northern princes were ready to aiBft the king of Cam- 
baya, and Solyman, the Turkifh admiral, had promifed 
die Sultan to drive the Portugueie from India, if he would 
give him a competent armament. It was the intereft of 
Sampayo to make every preparation for defence, and eve- 
ry excuie for preparation. But he ftlll kept near Cochin. 
The brave He£h>r de Sylveyra was fent to Dio and other 
places, and the reputation of the actions he performed 
ftrengthened the authority of the ufurper. A fleet of five 
Ihips now arrived from Portugal and brought two new 
writs of fuccefiion. The(e, according to the royal autho- 
rity, ought not to have been opened while an unrecalled 
governor was alive. But, confcious undoubtedly of their 
contents *, thefe, in defiance of the eftabliOied rule, were 
opened by Mexia, infpeAor of the revenue, and Lopez 
Vaz de Sampayo, contrary to the former commiflions, was 
fimnd in thefe new writs prior to Pedro de Mafcarene. 
The fraud of ofiice is here evident ; and from the refent- 
ment of the king, if we fuppofe he had one idea of juflice, 
it afterwards appeared that this new commifilon was fur- 

reptitioufly 

* The hidorian Faria exprefsly fays, that Mexia opened them on pur^ 
pofe to kindle llrife, and diAurb the public tnmquilUty 
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reptitioufly obtained. Sampayo, when he took the oath 
to refign to Mafcarenei difpatched a meflage to Malaca 
with the tidings. Mafcarene immediately ailumed his 
power there, and Sampayo, who now expedled his arrival, 
held a council at GKhin. It is almoft needlefs to name the 
refiilt. He was prefent, and in power ; and it was refolv- 
ed that Mafcarene fhould not be acknowledged as governor. 
Sampayo then retired to Goa, and left Mexia at Cochin to 
give Mafcarene the reception concerted between them* Im- 
mediately as Mafcarene landed, Mexia's fpear run him 
through the arm, feveral of his company were wounded by 
the armed attendants of Mexia, and a retreat to the fleet 
faved the lives of Mafcarene and hb friends* 

When the tidings of this reached Goa, Henry Figaera, 
fuppofed the friend of the ejefted governor, was difpofleffed 
of the command of Coulam, and Mexia was by Sampaya 
appointed to fuccecd. Anthony de Sylveyra was fent to 
give Mafcarene at fea, to put him in irons, and to deliver 
him prifoner to Simon de Menezes, commander of Cona- 
nor ; all which was performed. This haughty tyranny, 
however, produced loud complaints. X^^ murmur was 
general at Goa. Souza, commander of Chaul, reraonftrat- 
ed, and the brave Heftor de Sylveyra boldly upbraided 
Sampayo for his unworthy treatment of Mafcarene, to 
whom a trial had been refufed. Sampayo, fierce, and re- 
folute to perfift, Heftor retired, and fummoned the coun- 
cil of Goa. A letter figned by three hundred, who pro- 

mifed 
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mifed to fupport him as governor, was fent to Mafcarenc. 
It was alfo agreed to feize Sampayo, but he was no ilran* 
gcr to this defign, and imprifonment was the fcn-tune of the 
brave Heftor. Menezes, governor of Cananor, as foon as 
he received information from Goa of the caufe why Mafca- 
rene was in chains, fet him free, and, together with Sou- 
za, commandant of Chaul, and Anthony de Azevedo, ad>- 
miral of the Indian Teas, acknowledged him governor. The 
Portuguefc were now on the eve of a war among them- 
felves, when Azevedo and other leaders propofed to ac- 
commodate difputes by arbitration. Sampayo with great 
addreis managed this affair. He delayed his confent, 
though on the brink of ruin, till he knew who were nam- 
ed as judges, and till he had procured a p^don for Alon- 
zo Mexia, his friend, who had attempted the life of Maf- 
carene. Yet, though the defenders of this brave officer 
had influence to remove one of the appointed judges, and 
to add £ve others of their own nomination, the arts of 
Sampayo prevailed. The chief inhabitants of Cochin at- 
tended, and confcious of their former vote in council 
againft Mafcarene, declared, that if his title was preferred, 
they would revolt to the Moors. He who does a man an 
injury, generally becomes the rancorous enemy of the in- 
jured man ; and even the friends of him whofe power is 
on the decline, cautioufly withdraw from his inte»*eft. The 
council of Goa, who had promlfed to fupport, now dcfert- 
ed Mafcarene^ forward to make their peace where they 
feared to oppoie. Sampayo was declared lawful governor, 
VOL. I. I and 
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and Mafcarenc embarked for Lifbon, where he was ho^ 
nourably received by the king, and in reward of his merits 
appointed governor of Azamor in Africa ; on his return 
from whence he perifhed at fca. 

Sampayo, now undifturbed by a rfval, but confcious of 
the accufations which MaTcarene would lay againft him, cx- 
encd all his abilities to recommend himfelf to his fovereign. 
But Almeyda, not Albuquerque, was the pattern he imi- 
tated. The principal leaders of the Turkifli fleet had been 
aflaffinated by the friends of each other, and their war 
fhips were fcattercd in different places. Sampayo fent 
Azevcdo to deftroy all he could find, and Alonzo de Mclo 
was difpatched with a proper force to ereft a fort on the 
itiand of Sunda. What heavy accufation of his former con- 
duft, devoted to his private intereft, was this late executi- 
on of thefe important defigns ! Other captains were lent 
upon various expeditions. He^lor de Sylveyra, one of the 
moft gallant captains ever fent from Portugal to India, 
greatly diftinguiihed himfelf; John Deza deftroyed the re- 
mains of the Zamorim's fleets, commanded by Cutiale, a 
Chinefe admiral ; and Sampayo himfelf fpread flaughter 
and devaftation over the feas and fhores of India. Every 
where, fays 'Faria, there was fire and fword, ruin and de- 
Itruftion. In the midft of this bloody career, Nunio de 
Cunha arrived with a commiflion to fucceed Sampayo. 
Sampayo pleaded to finifti what he had begun, to clear the 
Teas of pirates ; and Nunio, according to the honour of 

that 
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that age, granted his requeft, that it might not be faid he 
Had reaped the laurels already grafped by another. Some 
time after this, Nunio, in his way to Cochin, put into the 
harbour of Cananor. Sampayo, who happened to be 
there, fcnt his brother-in-law, John Deza, to Nunio, in- 
viting him to come afhore and receive the refignation of 
the governor. But Nunio perhaps feared a fnare ; he in- 
fifted that Sampayo ihould come on board. He came, ^nd 
having refigned with the ufual folemnities, was ordered by 
Nunio to attend him to Cochin, where, by order of the 
new governor, his effeAs were feized, and his perfon im- 
prifoned. And ibon after, amid the infults of the crowd, 
he was put on board a fhip, and fent prifoner to Lifbon, 
where his life and his property were left to the determina- 
tion of the fovereign f, by whom he was condemned, and 
puniihed for ufurpation. 

la The 



f When Sampayo was arrefted, " TM Nunio y faid he, I have imprifoned 
dbersy amd am ntnu ifitfrj/oMeJj and one tvill come to imprifbn bim.^* When this 
was reported, " Tell Sampayo^ faid Nunio, that 1 Joubt it not ; but there Jhall h 
ibit differ enee betiveen «/; ke dcferves imprifonment^ but 1 Jhall not deferve it.^* 
When the (hip which catried Sampayo arrived at the ifle of Tcrcera, an 
ofScer, who vvaited his arrival, put him in irons. When he landed at Lif. 
bon, he was fet upon a mole, loaded with chains, and amid the infuUs of 
the populace, carried to the caftie^ and there confined in a dungeon, where 
not even his wife was permitted to fee him. After two years, ths Duke of 
Biaganza, who admired his military exploits, procured his trial. When 
he was hronght before the kiog, who was furrounded with his council and 
judges, his long white beard, which covered his face, and the other tokens 
of his futft;inos, fays Faria, might ha\rc moved Mafcareoe himfclf to for- 

givenefs. 
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The aAs and character of this extraordinary man de«^ 
mand the attention of every country poilefled of colonies. 
His abilities were certainly of the firft rate, but having 
made one ftep of villainy, the ncccflity of felf-defence ren- 
dered his talents of little benefit, rather of great prejudice 
to his country. The Portuguefe writers, indeed,* talk in 
high terms of hts eminent fervices and military glory. But 
there is a furer teft than their opinion. The Indian prin* 
ces iincerely mourned over the a(hes of Albuquerque,, 
whom they called their £ather ^ but there was a general 
joy on the departure of their tyrant Sampayo ; a certaia* 
proof that his conduA was of infinite prejudice to the in- 
tereft of Portugal. However high and dreadful they may 
feem, men in his fituation never dare to puniih witfaoot 
refpe^t of the ofiender's connections. The tyranny of 
George de Menezes, governor of Mafaicco, under Sampayo, 
diigraces human nature. He openly robbed the houfes of the 
Moorifh merchants, cut off the hands of fome, and looked 
on, while a magiftrate, who had dared to complain, was, by 

his 



gtvenefs. He made a long m^fterly fpeech, wherein he enumerated his 
fervices, pleaded the necc(Gties of public affairs, and urged the examples of 
others, who had been rewarded. His defence daggered the king's refolo- 
tion againft him, but his ufurpation could not be forgiven. He was (cd^ 
tenced to pay Maicarene 16,000 ducats, to forfeit his allowance as gover- 
nor, and to be baniibed into Africa. But he was afterwards allowed to re- 
turn in a private ftation to Portugal. His friend, Alonzo Mexia, the in- 
fpe^or of the revenue, was alfo feverely punished, if left than his rapadtf 
deferred may be called fevere. 
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ids order, devoured by dogs %. If the embarraflinent of 
Sampayo was the only protection of this mircreant, others, 
however, had his fan£tion. Camoens, that enthufiaft of 
his nation's honour, in an apoftrophe to Mafcarene, thus 
charadkerifes the regency of the ufurper : *« Avarice and 
ambition now in India fet their face openly againft God 
and juftice ; a grief to thee, but not thy ihame !^ And 
Camoens is exceeding accurate in the fa£b of hiftory, 
though with the reft (^ his countrymen, he admired the 
military renown of Sampayo. But if Sampayo humbled 
the Moors, it ihould alfo be remembered, that^ according 
to Faria, thefe people had improved the divifions made by 
his politics, greatly to the hurt of the Portuguefe fcttlc- 
ments. And when he did conquer, puQied on by the 
rage to do fomething eminent, every viftory was truly 
Gothic, and was in its confequence uncommerciaL Ma- 
laca, while governed by the injured Mafcarene, was the 
only divifion of Portuguefe Afia where commerce flourifh* 
ed. After his departure, all was wretchednefs ; Portu- 
guefe againft Portuguefe, piracy and rapine here and at the 
Maluccos. In what condition the reft were left by Sam- 
payo will foon appear. 

The king of Cochin, the valuable ally and auxiliary of 
the Portuguefe, was confined by the fmall-pox when Nu- 

nio 

\ This tyrant, on his return to Lilbon, was banifhed to the' Brazils, 
where, in a rencounter with the nati? es, he was taken prUbner, and died 
the death of an American captive. A deatli proper to awake the remem- 
brance of his own cnicltics. See IntroduAion, p. ▼. 
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nio arrived. Nunio offered to wait upon him, but the 
king declined the interview on account of the infe£iion, 
though a fight of the new governor, he added, he was furc 
would cure his fever. Nunio waited upon him, and heard 
a long lift of the injuries and rapine committed by Sam- 
payo and Mexia. Thefe, in true policy, Nunio redrefled ; 
and the king, who complained that he had been kept as a 
flave in his own palace, was now made happy. Nunio 
viiited the other princes in alliance with Portugal, and at 
every court and harbour found oppreflion and injuftice. 
At Ormuz in particular, tyranny and extortion had defied 
refiftance. Nunio foothed, and relieved the wrongs of the 
various princes. Proclamation was every where made, in-* 
viting the injured Moors and Indians to appear before him, 
and receive redrefs. Many appeared, and to the aftonifhr 
ment of all India, jufticc was confpicuoufly diflributed* 
Raez Xarafo, the creature of Sampayo, prime minifler, 
or rather tyrant of the king of Ormuz, ftood accufed of 
the mofl horrid crimes of office. His rapine had been de- 
fended by murder ; and the fpirit of induftry, cruflied ta 
the ground, fighed for fupport amid the defolate Greets. 
Innocence and induftry were now protefted by Nunio ^ 
and Xarafo, though a native of India, was fent in irbns to 
Lifbon to take his trial. Nor was Nunio forgetful of the 
enemies, while thus employed in reftoring to profperity the 
allies, of Portugal f. Heftor de Sylveyra, with a large fleet, 

made 

I Before his arrival, Nunio greatly diftingui'^rj I'ni" )f on the Elhiopi- 
^n coaft. T.ie king cl' Mombaza, in hali^'' ..< :: . Portugucfc, had again 

reduced 
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made a line acrofs the gulph at the mouth of the Red Sea, 
and fiifiered not a Mooriih or Egyptian veflel to efcape. 
Anthony Galvam, a very enthuiiaft in honef^, was fent 
by Nttnio to fucceed Ataide, governor of the Maluccos, a 
tyrant who trod in the fteps of Menezes. All was confu- 
fion when Galvam arrived; but he had infinltelv more dif- 
ficulty, fays Faria, to iiipprefs the villainy of the Portu- 
guefe, than ta quell the hoftile natives. By his wifdom, 
however, refolution, and moft fcrupulous integrity, the 
Maluccos once more became a flourifhing fettlement, and 
the neighbouring kings, forae of whom he had vanquiOied, 
entreated his continuance when he received his recall. 
Anthony de Sylveyra fpread the terror 'of his arras along 
the hoftik coaft of Cambaya, and frocn thence to Bengal. 
Stephen de Gama, Ton of the great Vafco, was fent to 
Malaca, which be efl^fhially fecured, by the repeatec^ de- 
feats of the neighbouring princes in hoftility^ and the go- 
vernor himfelf attempted Dio. But while he was employ- 
ed in the reduAion of the ftrongly fortified ifland of Beth» 
where the brave Hcftor de Sylveyra fell, a great reinforce- 
xpent, commanded by Muftaph?^ a Turk, entered Dio, and 
enabled that city to hold out agamft all the vigorous at- 
tacks of Nunio :|:. 

While 

reduced the kings of Melinda and Zanzibar to great diftrefi. Nunio laid 
Mombaza in afhes, and left a garrifon at Melinda, which afterwards reni> 
dered confiderabte fervice to that city. ' 

I Daring this fiege Nunio diicorered the greatcd perfonal bravery. One 
^ay, in attempting a mod defperate landing, as his boat haftened from 

place 
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While the governor was thus employed in reftoring the 
ftrength of the Portuguefc fettlements, fcenes, new to the 
Porttiguefe, opened, and demanded the exertion of all his 
wifclom and abilities. One of thofe brutal wars, during 
v^hich the eaftern princes defolate kingdoms and fhed the 
blood of millions, n6w broke forth. Badar king of Gu^ 
7arat or Canibayai one of thofe horrid charaders common 
in oriental hiilory, afcended the throne, through the 
blood of his father and elder brothers. Innumerable other 
murders, a^ of perfidy, and unjuft invaiion of his neigh- 
bours, increafcd his territories. The Mogul, or king of 
Delhi, fent a demand of homage and tribute ; but Badur 
flayed the ambafTadors alive, and boafted that thus he 
would always pay his tribute and homage. Armies of 
about 2co,ooo men were raifed on each fide, and alternate- 
ly deftroyed, fometimes by the fword, fometimes by fa- 
mine. New armies were repeatedly muftered, inferior 
kingdoms were defolated as they marched along, and Ba- 
dur was at lafl reduced to the loweft extremity. In his 
didrefs he implored the affi (lance of the Portuguefe, and 
the Mogul who had alfo made large offers to the governor ; 

but 

I)lace to place, he was known by the enemy, for he was cloathed in red, 
and flood up in the pofiure of command. All their artillery was now di- 
re^led again ft him, and D. Vafco de Lima's head was levered from his 
fliouMf rs by a cannon ball. A gtentlemao who had entreated toaccomp»- 
ny him, fliockcd with fuch danger, eyclaimed, Alat! wj/ it fvr tkis I tame 
titLer, To \ihom, and the others, Nunio replied, with a fmilc of 
nc oiiccrn, HumilHdfe capita tM^r^a.— >Thls allafion to a part of the Rom2fli 
^rvicc, amid fuch imminent danger, was a handibme rebuke of their fears^ 
and in the true high military fpirit of Lufian heroifm. 
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bnt Badur^s terms were accepted. His territory lay near- 
eft to Goa, and he not only yielded Dio, a city among aU 
moft inacceffiblc rocks, the great objeft of the Portuguefc 
plan of empire, but gave permiffion to Nunio to fortify it 
as he pleafed *. And the king of Delhi's army foon after 
withdrew from Cambaya. The king of Dccan, entitled 
Hydal Can, had about this time laid fiege to Golconda' 
with an army of near half a million, but Cotamaluco, the 
prince whom he befieged, found means to defeat him byf 
£aunine. The Hydal Oin died fuddenly, and Abraham, 
his fon by a flave, one of his principal officers, ufurped 
the throne, and thruft out the eyes of his legitimate fon 
Mubcham, or Mealecan, who was yet in his nonage. 

Abraham 



* One lago Botello performed the moff wonderful voyage, perhaps, up- 
on record, on thi& occafion. He was an exile in India, and as he knew how 
carneftly the king of Port gal defired the poflefGon of Dio, he hoped, that 
to be the meflengcr of the agreeable tidings would procure his pardon. 
Having got a draught of the fort, and a copy of the treaty with Badar, 
he fet fail on pretence for Cambaya, in a vcffei only fixtecn feet and an 
half long, nine broad, and four and a half deep. Three Portuguefe, his 
fenrants, and fome Indian flares, were his crew. When out at Tea he dif- 
covered his true purpofe : this produced a mutiny, in which all that were 
Tailors were killed. Botello, however, proceeded, and arrived at Li/bon, 
where his pardon was all his reward, though in confcquence of his intelli- 
gence, a fleet was immediately fitted out, to fupply the new acquired gar- 
rifon. His veflcl, by the king's order, was immediately burned, that fuch 
evidence of the &fety and eafe of the voyage to India mig|ic not remain. 

f The Afiatic armies, though immenfe in number, very fcldom come to 
a general a^ion. To cut off the enemy's provifions, which produces fa- 
mine and pefttfence among foch enormous armies, is one of the gieatcd 
flrokes of Indian generalfliip. 



dlr PORTUGUESE ASIA^ 

Abraham continued the war^ and Azadacam, an expert 
Mohammedanj at the head of a large army, endeavoured 
to revenge RJulacham, when the people of Decan, defolat- 
cd by thcfe brutal wars, entreated Nunio to take the do- 
minion of their country, and deliver them from utter ruin. 
As the Decan forms the continent pppofite to Goa, the 
x)Sct was accepted, and ratified by the confent of Azada- 
cam. Azadacam now fled to the king of Bifnagar, the old 
enemy of the Decan, and Abraham, now affifted by Co- 
tamaluco, the prince who had be^ beiieged in G9lconda, 
invaded Bifnagar with an army of 400,000 men and 700 
elephants. But while huqfian blood flowed in rivulets, 
Azadacam made bis peace with Abraham, and Cotamaluco, 
in difguft of the favour fl^ewn to his enemy, joined the 
king of Bifnagar. Badur who owed the polleflion of hi$ 
crown to the Portuguefe, now meditating their ruin, en- 
tered into a league with the Hydal Can. And Azadacam| 
who had ratified the treaty, by which the miferable inha- 
bitants of Decan put themfelves under the prote£Uon of 
the Portuguefe dominion, now advifed his maftcr to re- 
cover his territory by force of arms, A war enfued, but 
neither Azadacam, nor Solyman Aga with his Perfian 
auxiliaries, could expel the Portuguefe. Hydal Can tired 
by the groans of the people, ordered hoftilities to ceafe, 
but was not obeyed by Azadacam, who, to cover his trea-r 
fon, attempted to poifon Hydal Can. His treachery was 
difcovered, yet foon after the traitor bought his pardon 
with gold, for gold is omnipotent in the fordid courts of 

the 
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the Eaft. Nunio, however, compelled Azadacam to a 
tnice> when a new enemy immediately arofe. The Zar 
morim, encouraged by Badur, raifed an army of about 
50,000 men, hot was fix times defeated by the Portuguefe, 
Sadur had now recourfe to perfidy. He entreated a con- 
ference with Nunio at Dio, and with Souza, the governor 
of the fort, with intention to aflafiinate them both. But 
ere his fcheme was ripe, Souza one day, in ftepping into 
Badur's barge, fell intp the water. He was taken up in 
fafety, but fooie Portuguefe, who at a diftance beheld his 
danger, rowed up haftily to his afliftance, when Badur, 
troubled with a villain's fears, ordered Souza to be killed. 
Four Portuguefe gentlemen, feeing Souza attacked, im- 
mediately, boarded the barge, and ruflied on the tyrant, 
lago de Mefqueta wounded him, but though thefe brave 
9ien loft their lives in the attempt, they forced Badur to 
leap overboard for fafety. A commotion in the bay en- 
fued, and the king, unable to fwim any longer, declared 
aloud who he was, and begged affiftance. A Portuguefe 
officer held out an oar, but as Badur laid hold of it, a com- 
mon ibldier, moved with honeft indignation, ftruck him 
over the face with a halbert, and repeating his blows, de- 
livered the world of a tyrant, whofe remorfelefs perfidy 
and cruelty had long difgraced human nature. 

In this abridged view of the dark barbarous politics, un- 
blufixing perfidy, and defolating wars of king Badur, the 
king of Delhi, and the Hydal Can, we have a complete 

epitome 
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epitome of the hiftory of India. Century rftcr centuiy 
contains only a repetition of the fame changes of policy, 
the fame deflations, and the fame deloges of fp^t blood. 
And who can behold fo horrid a pi^re, without per- 
ceiving the ineflrmable benefits which mat be diffused 
over the Eaft by a potent fettlement of Europeans, benefits 
which true policy, which their own intereft demand from 
their hands, which have in part been given, and certainly 
will one day be largely diflfufed. Nunio, as much as pof- 
fibly he could, improved every opportunity of convincing 
the natives, that the friendfhlp of his countrymen was ca- 
pable of affording them the fureft defence. Greatly fupe- 
rior to the grofs ideas of Gothic conqueft, he addreflfed 
himfelf to the reafon and the interefts of thofc with whom 
he negociated. He called a meeting of the principal in- 
habitants and merchants of Cambaya, and laid the paper$ 
of the dead king before them. By thefe, the treacherous 
defigns of king Badur fully appeared, and his negociatiofi 
to engage the grand Turk to drive the Portuguefe from 
India was deteftcd. Coje Zofar, one of the firft ofiicer? 
of Badur, and who was prefent at his death, with feverat 
others, witneflcd the manner of it : and Moors and Pagan9 
alike acquitted the Portuguefe. Letters to this purpofe, in 
Arabic and Perfic, figned by Coje Zofar and the chief 
men of Cambaya, were difperfed by Nunio every where in 
India and the coafts of Arabia. Nor did this great poEti- 
' cian ftop here. Superior to bigotry, he did not look to 
the Pope's Bull for the foundatkm of authority. The free 

exercife 
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exercife of the Mohammedan and Brahmin religions was 
permitted in every Portugueie territory, and not only the 
laws, the offices afipointed, but even the peniions given 
by king Badair, were continued. The Portuguefe fettle- 
ments now enjoyed profperity. A privateering war with 
the Moors of Mecca, and fome hoftillties in defence of the 
princes, his allies, were dae fole incumbrances of Nunio, 
while India was a^slin fieeped in her own blood. While 
the new king of Cambaya was dethroned, while Omaum 
king of Delhi loft an army of above 400,000 men in Ben- 
gal, and ^ile Xercham, the king of that country, toge- 
ther with his own life, loft almoft as many in the iiege of 
Calijor, Nunio preTerved bis territory in the Decan in a 
ftate of peace and fa&ty, the wonder and envy of the other 
provinces of India. But the armament of the Turk, pro- 
cured by Badur, now arrived, and threatened the deftruc- 
tion of the Portuguefe. Selim, Sultan of Conftantinople, 
a few years before, had defeated the Soldan of Egypt, and 
annexed his dominions to the Turkifh empire. The Mo- 
hammedan ftrength was now more confolidated than ever. 
The Grand Turk was at war, and meditated coaquefts in 
Europe. The traffic of India was. the mother and nurfe 
of his naval ftrength, and the prefents fent by king Badur 
gave him the higheft idea of the riches of Indoftan. Se- 
venty large veilels, well fupplied with cannon and all mili- 
tary ftores, under the command of Solyman, Bafhaw of 
Cairo, failed from the port of Suez, to extirpate the Por- 
tuguefe firom India* The feamen were of diSerent natious, 

many 
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many of them Venetian galley-flaves, taken in war^ all c^ 
them trained failors ; and 7000 Janifaries were deftined to 
aA on fkore. Some Portuguele renegadoes were alio in 
the fleet ; and || Coje Zofer, who had ^hitherto been the 
friend of Nunio, with a party of Cambayans, joined Soly- 
man. The hoftile operations began with the fiege of Dio ; 
but when Nunio was ready to fail to its relief with a fleet of 
eighty vefliis, Garcia de Noronha arrived with a commiC- 
fion to fucceed him as governor. Nunio immediately re- 
ilgned, and Noronha, in providing a greater force, by a 
criminal lofs of time, reduced the garrifon of Dio to the 
greateft extremity. Here the Portuguefe flicwed miracles 
of bravery. Anthony de Sylveyra, the commander, was 
in every plate. Even the women took arms. The oflicers 
ladies went from rampart to rampart, upbraiding the leaft 
appearance of languor. Juan Roderigo, with a barrel of 
powder in his arms, pafled his companions ; Make nvay^ 
he cried, / carry my own and many a matCs death. His own, 
however, he did not, for he returned fafc to his Aation : 
but above a hundred of the enemy were deftroyed by the 
explofion of the powder, which he threw upon one of 
their batteries. Of ^o men, who at firft were in the gar- 
rifon, forty were not now able to bear arms 5 when Coje 

Zofar, 

II This officer was by birth an Albanefe, of Catholic parents, and had 
ferred in the wars in Italy and Flanders. Having ccmmenced merchant, 
he was taken at lea by the Turks and rariie.^ ro Conriantinople, from 
whence he went to Cambaya, where he emhract-d Mohammediiin, and be- 
came the prime minifter and favourite of king Badur. 
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Zofar, irritated by the infolence of Solymani forged a let- 
ter to the garrifotiy which promifcd the immediate arrival 
of Noronha. This, as he dcfigncd, fell into the hands of 
Solyman, who immediately hoifted his fails, and with the 
ihattered remains of his formidable fleet, fled to Arabia, 
where, to avoid a more dreadful punifhment, he died by 
his own hands. 

But while Nunio thus reftored the aflsurs of India, the 
uncommercial principles of the court of Lifl3on accumula- 
ted their malignity. He did not amufe the king and no- 
bility with the glare of unmeaning Gothic conquefts, and 
the wifdom of his policy was by them unperceived. Even 
their hiftorians feem infenfible of it, and even the author 
of the Hiftmre PkUofophique^ in his account of Portuguefe 
India, pays no attention to Nunio, though the wifdom and 
humanity of his politics do honour to human nature; 
though in the arts of peace he efiedked more than any of 
the Portuguefe governors; and though he has left the 
nobleft example for imitation, which the hiftory of Portu- 
guefe Afia aflTords. Recalled from his profperous govern- 
ment by the mandate of a court blind to its true interefl:, 
chains in place of rewards were prepared in Portugal for 
this great commander ; but his death at fea, after a hap- 
py regency of about ten years, prevented the completion 
of his country's ingratitude. 

Noronha, 
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Noronha, the new Viceroyi the third who had been 
honoured with that fuperior title *, began his government 
with an infamous delay of the fuccours deftined by Nunio 
for Db. Coje Zofar, by the fame fpirit of delay, was 
permitted, long after the dq^arture of Solyman, to h»* 
rafs the Portuguefe of that important place. The Hydal 
Can, many other princes, and even the Zamorim himfelf, 
awed by the dignity and juftice of Nunio's government, 
had entreated the alliance of Portugal, and Noronha had 
the honour to negociate a general peace ; a peace, which, 
on the part of the Zamorim, gave the Portuguefe every 
oj^rtunity to ftrengthen their empire, for it continued 
thirty years. 

Thefe tranfa£tions, the privateering war with the 
Moors I fome ikirmifhes in Ceylon ; the deiign, contrary 
to the king's commii&on, to appoint his fon to fucceed 
him ; his death, and the public joy which it occafioned ; 
comprife the hiftory of the regency of the unworthy fuc- 
ceflbr of the generous Nunio. • 

Both the Portuguefe and the natives gave unfeigned de* 
monftrations of joy on the appointment of Stephen de 
Gama, the fon of the great Vafco. By his firft a^H: he 
ordered his pri^^ate ellate to be publicly valued, and by 

his 



* AlmcyJa anU Gama were the only tiro vho had been thus honcarri 
bcfoK hiiu. 
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bk iecond he lent a great fiim to the treafiiry, which hj 
Noronha was left cxhaufted. He vifited and repaired the 
forts, and refitted the fleets m every harbour. By his 
officers he defeated the king of Achem, who difturbed 
Malaca. He reftored tranquillity in Cambaya, where the 
Portuguefe territory was invaded by a very powerful army, 
led by Bramaluco, a prince who had been dethroned by 
king Badur; and his brother Chriftoval he fent on an ex- 
pedidon into Ethiopia *. The Moors of Mecca, as al- 
ready obferved, were the moft formidable enemies the 
Portuguefe had hitherto found in the Eaft. In naval art 
they were greatly fuperior to the other nations of Afia, 
and from their numerous fleets, which poured down the 
Red Sea, the Portuguefe had often experienced the great- 
eft injury ; and a check to their power was now wanted. 
The Governor himfelf undertook this expedition, and 
failed to the Red Sea with a fleet equipped at his own 
private expence. Here he gave a fevere wound to the 
naval ffarength of both the Turks and the Moors f ; But 
VOL. I. K while 

* For this melancholy fate, lee p. 466. 

f During this expedition he took the important city and Tea port of Toro 
in Arabia ; after which he marched to moont Sinai, where he knighted fe- 
Tcral of his officers, a romantic honour admired by Charles V. D. Luis de 
Ataide, having behaved with great courage as a volunteer, at the battle 
where Charles V. defeated the Duke of Saxony, was offered knighthood by 
the Emperor ; but he replied, he had already received that honour upon 
mount Sinai. The Emperor, fb far from being offended, declared in pre- 
ience of his officers, that he more envied that honour than rejoiced in his 
vi^ory. The fame (pirit of romantic gallantry, arillng from religious yene- 
latioo, (cems to have pofleiled Don Stephen himfelf. He ordered his epi- 
taph 
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while every thing was in profpcrily under the brave and 
generous Stephen, he was fuddcniy fuperfeded by the ele- 
vation of Martin Alonzo de Souza. Though no policy 
can be more palpably ruinous than that which recaUs a 
governor of decided abilities ere he can poiBbly complete 
any plan of importance, yet fuch recalls, ere now, had 
been frequently iffued from the court of Liibon. But 
none of them, perhaps, gave a deeper wound to the For- 
tuguefe intereft than this. Stephen de Gama trod in the 
ftcps of his father, of Albuquerque, and of Nunio. Sou- 
za's aflions were of a difFerent charafter. He began his 
government with every exertion to procure witnefies to 
impeach his predeceflbr ; but though he pardoned a mur- 
derer f on that condition, every accufation was refuted, 
and Stephen de Gama was received with great honour at 
Lifbon. Having refufed, however, to give his hand to 
a bride, chofen for him by John III. he found it conve- 
nient to banifli himfelf from his native country, the coun» 
try which his father had raifed to its higheft honours. 
And he retired to Venice, his eftate 40,000 crowns left 



taph to con fid of thefe words, " He that made Jhmgbis w/dw mtauit Sinai adti 
bit ewrfi here. ** Don Alvaro, the fon of the great John de Caftio, was 
alio one of thefe knights, and his father thought it fo great an honour, that 
he took for his crcfl the Catharine-wheel, which his family (Hll continue. 
There is a chapel dedicated to St. Catharine on mount Sinai, faid, by the 
popifli writers, to have been built by angels. 

•f lago Sduicz de Mclo, who having fled from the fentence of death ia 
Portugal, was at this time a pirate in the Indian Teas, commander of two 
TcfTcIs and 120 men. Of this adventurer afterwards. 



k 
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ikm when he entered upon his Ihort government of two 
years and one month. 

' Wars of a new charaAer now took place. By the tole- 
ration which Nunio gave to the religions of the natives, 
he rendered the Portuguefe fettlements happy and flou- 
riihing. But gloomy fuperftition now prevailed, and 
Souza was under the diret^ion of priefts, who efteemed 
the butcheries of religious perfecution as the fervice of 
heaven. The temples of Malabar were laid in afhes, and 
tfaoufands of the unhappy natives, for the crime of idola- 
try, were flaughtered upon their ruined altars. This 
the Portuguefe hiftorians mention as the greateft honour 
of the piety of their countrymen, ignorant of the detefta- 
tion which fuch cruelty muft certainly bring upon the re- 
ligion which inlpires it : ignorant too, that true religion, 
under the toleration of a Nunio, poflefles its beft oppor- 
tunity to conquer the heart by the difplay of its fuperior 
excellence. Nor was Souza's civil government of the Por- 
tuguefe lefs capricious. Highly chagrined to fee the mili- 
tary rank unenvied, and his forces weakened by the great 
numbers who quitted the fervice on purpofe to enrich 
themfelves in the coafting trade, he endeavoured to ren- 
der commerce both difadvantageous and infamous. He 
laid the Cuftom-houfes under new regulations. He con- 
iiderably lowered the duties on the traffic of all Moorilh 
and Afiatic merchants, and greatly heightened the rates on 
the Portuguefe traders. And felons and murderers, ba- 
K z HijQied 
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ni(hed from Lifbon, were by Souza protefted aad encoa-' 
raged to become merchants, as only proper for fuch em* 
ploy. Yet while he thus laboured to render the military 
fervice as only worthy of Portuguefe ambition, he began 
his regency with a reduAion of the pay of the military. 
At the fiege of Batecala, the Portuguefe foMiers quarrel- 
led about the booty, and while fighting with each other^ 
were attacked by the natives, and put to flight. Souza 
commanded them to return to the charge and revenge 
their repulfe. Let thofe nvho are rich revenge it, exclaimed 
the foldiers, we came to make good by plunder the pay ofvihich 
nve are unjujlly deprived. — / do not know you, replied Souza^ 
you are not the fame men I left in India two years ago* To 
this the foldiery loudly returned, yes^ the men are the fornix 
but the governor is not the fame. Finding the mutiny vio- 
lent, Souza retired to the fliips ; but the next day he re- 
newed the iiege, and the city was taken, and the ftreets 
ran with blood : fuch was the rage of the army to recom- 
penfe themfelves by plunder. The yearly tribute impofed 
by Albuquerque upon the king of Ormuz was 12,000 
ducats. It was now raifed to 100,000, and the king, 
unable to difcharge fuch an enormous burden, was 500,000 
ducats in arrear ; and a refignation of all the revenues of 
his crown was propofed, and accepted by Souza. Azada- 
cam, now in open war with his mafter the Hydal Can 
Abraham, drew Souza to his ^arty. The defign was to 
dethrone Abraham, who was then in alliance with the 
Portuguefe, and to place Meale Can his brother in his do^ 

minions. 
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nunions. The Portugaele officers murmured at this 
fhamdeis injuftice, but only Pedro de Faria, trufting to 
his venerable years^ had the courage to remonftrate with 
die governor. Souza, haughty as he was, liftened to the 
man of fourfcorci and confefled that he had faved both 
his life and his honour. The attempt, however, was 
hig^y refented t^ the Hydal Can, who gathered fuch a 
ftorm to crufh the Portuguefe, that Soaza, fbrefeeing the 
tempeft which was hovering over hiin, threatened to open 
the writs of fucceffion, and reiign to the governor next 
named. He complained that he could not govern men 
who had neither truth nor honour : he did not confider, 
however, that his unjuft treatment of the common {oU 
diers occafioned their diforder and difobedience. But while 
he thus meditated a treacherous and cowardly retreat, 
treacherous becaufe it was to defert his poft in the hour 
of danger, a fleet from Portugal brought the great John 
de Caftro, the fucceflbr of the emharrafled undetermined 
Souza. 

Tlic naval and military ftrength of the Portuguefe in 
India was in a V^ry fickly condition. Great difcontent 
among the few who were honeft ; all was villainy and di& 
order, rapine and piracy, among the reft. On the folici- 
tations of Souza, Meale Can took refuge in Goa. When 
the Hydal Can made his formidable preparations for war, 
he demanded, as the previous condition of peace, that 
Meale fliould be delivered up to him* This Souza refu£- 
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ed, but promifed to fend him to Mdaca, where he ihoiild 
remain under guard. Immediately on the acceffion of 
Caftro, the Hydal Can renewed his propofal for the HjoT'' 
render of Mcale, who was yet at Goa ; but the new go- 
vernor rejected this demand with firmnefs. It was deein« 
ed good policy by feveral of the Portuguefe gOTcrnors to 
efpoufc the caufeof ♦ this injured prince. They efteemed 
him as an engine, which, under their management, would 
cither over-awe the Hydal Can, or dethrone him when 
they pleafcd. But the event did not juftify this theoreti- 
cal wifdom. It had been pufillanimity in Caftro, had he 
furrendered a prince who was under prote&ion of the 
Portuguefe faith; but the contrary condud, the confe- 
qucnce of Souza^s policy, produced an iilvafion of the Por- 
tugirefe continental territory ; and though Caftro was vic- 
torious, the Hydal Can continued ever ready far hofitli- 
ties, and occafion was ever at hand. Scarcely had Caftro 
given Hydal Can the firft repulfe, when Mahumud, the 
nephew of king Badur, the heir of his crown and fierce 
difpofition, inftigated by Coje Zofar, and af&fted by the 
Hydal Can and about 8000 troc^s from Conftantinople, 

among 



• The PortugHcfc hiftorians difagree in their accounts of this Hydal Can 
Abraham. Barros fays, he vis not of the blood royal. But Faria, who 
iUeAed his work from Barros, and fcvtni other authors, ctils hin the bro- 
ther of Mcale, whom he unjuftly dethroned. When Souca, on pretence 
of doing jufticc, endeavoured to place Meale on the throne, the ufurper in 
an artful epiftle adeed him wliat right the Portuguefe had to dethrone the 
kings of the £a(l, and then pretend to do juftice to an exiled prince. PoT* 
ftfCioHf he faid, proved the approbation of God ; and the Portuguefe, he 
added, had no other title to dominion in Afia* 
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«mong whom were looo Janizaries, commenced hoftili- 
ties, and threatened the total extirpation of the Portugu^fe. 
Their warlike operatimis began with the fiege of Dio. 
John de Maicarene^ the governor, made a brave defence, 
and the Portuguefe difpbyed many prodigies of valour. 
Azadacaodi Coje Zofar, and others, of the greateft mili<- 
tary repntation, direAed the attacks, and periihed in their 
attempts. Whenever a breach was made, the Turks and 
Indians prefHed on by ten thoufands, but were always re- 
pulfed. Nor were the ladies of the officers lefs aOive and 
courageous than in the former fiege. Various reinforce- 
ments were fent by the governor, one of which was com- 
manded by his ion Don Fernando. Unnumbered artillery 
thundered on every fide, and mines were fprung, by one 
of which Fernando was with his battalion blown up in 
the air. When Caftro received the tidings of this difafter, 
he was at Goa. He bore it with the greateft compofure, 
and thoagh it was the tempeftuous feafon, he immediate- 
ly difpatched his other fon Don Alvaro with another rein- 
forcement to Dio. After eight months had elapfed in 
this desperate fiege, the governor arrived with a large 
fleet, and without oppofition entered the fort. From 
thence he marched out at the head of 2500 Portuguefe, 
and fome auxiliaries of Cochin. The numerous army of 
Mahumud continued in their trenches, which were de- 
fended with ramparts and a profiifion of artillery. But 
the enemy were driven fix>m their works, and purfued 
with incredible flaughter through the flreets of the city. 

Rume 



clxviii PORTUGUESE ASIA. 

Rume Can, the fon of Zofar, rallied about 8000 of his 
braveft troops, and was totally defeated by Caftro ♦. It 
was neceflary to profecutc the war ; and the governor, in 
great want of money to carry it on, meditated a loan of 
20,000 pardaos from the citizens of Goa. He ordered 
the grave of Don Fernando his fon to be opened, on pur- 
pofe to fend his bones as a pledge ; but the putrid ftate 
of the carcafe prevented this, and he fent a lock of his 
own muftacheos as a fecurity for the loan ; a fecurity in- 
deed uncommon, but whiqh included in it a fignal pawn 
of his honour. The pledge was refpe6tfully returned, 
and more money than he required was fent ; and even 
the women ftript themfelves of their bracelets and other 
jewels to fupply his want. 'The ladies of Chaul followed 
the example, and by the hands of their little daughters 
fent him their richeft jewels. The jewels, however, he 
returned, and having with great affiduity improved his na- 
val and military ftrength, he and his captains carried fire 

and 

* During the heat of this engagement, Father Cazal, with a crucifix on 
the point of a fpear, greatly animated the Portngucfc. Rume Can, not- 
withHanding all the efforts of Cafhio, put his troops at laft in great difbr* 
der. But though the General could not, the Prieft led them to vi^ory. A 
weapon broke off an arm of the crucifix, and Cazal exclaiming aloud, fa* 
triUge, facnlege^ revenge the facriUge^ infpired a fury which determined 
the battle. In many other engagements the leaders promoted their intereft 
in this manner. They often faw the fign of the crofs in the air, and at 
diflfcrent times fbme Moorifh prifbners enquired after the beautiful young 
woman, and venerable old man, who appeared in the front of the Porto- 
gue^ fquadrons. And the Portuguefe foldiers, who faw no fuch perfbna- 
ges, were thus taught to believe themfelves under the particular care of the 
Virgin and St. Jofcph. 
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ud fword oyer the dominions of the hoftile princes, while 
Rydal Can, with an army of 150,000 men, retired be- 
fore him. The king of Achem was alfo defeated at Ma- 
laca, and the ftubborn villainy of the debauched Portu- 
guefe foldiers and traders was the only enemy unfubdued. 
To prevent the ruin of the Jtatty fays his hiftorian Andrada^ 
he made it unlawful fir a foldier to become merchant* But 
while he laboured in tlus much more arduous "war, in 
corre£Hng the abufes of the revenue, and the diftribution 
of juftice, grief, it is faid, impaired Caftro's health, and 
haftened his end, at a time when Hydal Can and all who 
had been in arms againft the Portuguefe were fuing for 
peace. On the approach of death he appointed a council 
of feleA perfons to take the management of afiairs. And 
ib poor was the great Caftro, that the firft aA of this com- 
mittee was an order to fupply the expences of his death- 
bed from the king's revenue j for a few reals, not half a 
dozen, was all the property found in hb cabinet *. 

With 



* Caftro, though he difdained private emolimieiit, was fond of public mag- 
nificence. After his vi^toi ies he frequently entered Goa in the manner of 
a Roman triumph. That, after his happy return from Dio, was Co re- 
markably fplendid, that the queen of Portugal faid, he had conquered like 
a Chriilian, but had triumphed like a heathen. The gates and houfes 
were hung with (ilk and tapedry. The cannon and arms taken from the 
enemy were carried in the front. The officers in armour, with plumed 
helmets followed : Cadro crowned with laurel, and with a laurel bough in 
his hand, walked upon filk, while the ladies from the windows (howered 
flowers and perfumes upon him ; and Cazal, with the maimed crucifix, 

u-alked 
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With the eulogium of Caftro, Camoeos concludes his 
prophetic fang, and here alfo the moft glorious period 
of the Portuguefe empire in Afia terminates. But the cir« 
cumftances of its fell, and the noble and pardy fuccelsfiil 
ftruggles which it fometimes made, when its total extincti- 
on ieemed inevitable, are highly worthy of the attention of 
the political philofopher, and form alio the necefiary con* 
clufion of this hiftory. 

Garcia de Sa, an experienced officer, fucceeded Caftro^ 
and concluded the various treaties of peace, procured Iqr the 
arms, and in agitation at the death of that great man, higb«- 
]y to the advantage and honour of Portugal. The cele- 
brated ^/. Francis Xavier was now a principal charafter in 
Portuguefe AHa. And wliile the converfion of the Eaft 
was all he profeiled, he rendered the throne of Portugal 

the 

walked in his futplice immediately before him. Military and church ma- 
fic by turns rcibunded. And Juzarcati, the general of the Indian horicy 
and 600 prifoners guarded and in chains, dofcd the proceflion. When he 
wrote to the king of Portugal the particulars of the relief of Dio, he iblicited 
his recall, but this was rejected, and he was appmnted to continue three 
years longer, with the additional honour of the title of Viceroy. His fchool- 
companion, the Infant Don Lewis, wrote him an aflTe^ionate letter re- 
queuing his acqniefcence, in which he uTes this expreflion. ** AJ^eryettr 
ferfwrmance of the rvjal ^vili^ Itrmftyw roill cover the tops of the rocks of Cmtra 
vjitb chapels and trophies ofyomr mOorieSf amdlomg emjoy them in profound repofe^ 
Cintra, for rocky hills, woods, and rivers, the moft romantic fituation in 
nature, was the family eftate of Caftro. It is faid he was the firft who 
brought the orange-tree to Europe, and that he efteemed this gift to his 
country, as the greated of his a^Hons. Three orange-trees are ftill preferr- 
ed at Cintra, in memorial of the place where he firft planted that Yaluable 
fruitage. He died, ibon after he was named Viceroy, in his forty-eighth 
year. His family (till remain. 
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the moft political fenrices. His unremitting diligence, and 
the danger and toil of hk jottrnies from kingdom to king* 
dom, befpeak a great mind, ardently devoted to his enter- 
prize ; aoid the various princes who received baptifm from 
his hands, and the many thott(ands who, on his preaching, 
afibmed the Chriftian name, difplayed a Aiccefs which his 
admirers efleemed miraculous. Nothing, however, could 
be eafier than fuch converfion. Xavier troubled his new 
converts with no reftraint, and required from them no 
knowledge of the Chriftian principles. He baptized them, 
and gave them crucifixes to worfliip, and told them they 
were now fure of heaven. But while he was thus fuperfi- 
cial as an Apoftle, as a Politician he was minute and com- 
prehcnfive. Several friars of difierent orders had ere now 
attempted the converfion of fome Indians ; but a regular 
fyftem, of the moft extenfive operation, was rcferved for 
the fons of Ignatius Loyola ; and Xavier, his friend and 
arch-difciple, laid the bold and ardous plan of reducing the 
whole Eaft to the fpiritual yafialage of the papal chair. 
What is implied in this he well knew, and every offer of 
religious inftru£Hon which he made, was attended with the 
moft flattering propofals of alliances ; of alliances, how- 
ever, which were calculated to render the natives depen- 
dent on the Portuguefe, and mere tributaries. In this plan 
of operation the great abilities of Xavier were crowned 
with rapid fuccefs. Kings and kingdoms, won by his 
preaclung, fued for the friend (hip of the Portuguefe. But 
while the olive of peace fecmed ready to fpread its boughs 

over 
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over India, the unrelentiug vUlainy of the Portuguefc fol- 
diers and merchants countera£ted the labours of Xavier} 
and feveral of the new baptifed princes, in refentment of 
the injuries they received, returned to paganifm and hofti- 
lity. Xavier, who ailed as a fpy on the military and civil 
government of India, not only, from time to time, laid 
thefe abufes before the king of Portugal, but alfo intereft- 
ed himfelf greatly both in the military f and civil councils 
of Portuguefe Afia. He was the intimate friend and coun- 
fellor of the great Caftro, and his political efforts were on- 
ly baffled by the hardened corruption of the Portuguefe 
manners* 

While Xavier thus laboured in the direAion of the 
fprings of government, Garcia de Sa died fuddenly, and 
in authority was fucceeded by George de Cabral. The Za- 
morim, the king of Pimenta, and eighteen vaflal princes, 
among whom was the late converted king of Tanor, who 
now had renounced his baptifm, joined in a league againft 
the king of Cochin, the faithful ally of Portugal, and took 
the field with near 200,000 men< Cabral hafled to the 
affiftance of Cochin, and in feveral expeditions gained con- 
fiderable advantages over the enemy. The enemy's main 

army 

f In 1547 Malaca was faved by Xavier. Tlie king of AAem^ the iiiTete- 
rate enemy of Portugal, fitted out 60 yefleU againft that port. And wheo 
the governor rcfufcd to fail in fearch of the enemy, ere they were fully 
€quipi>cd, Xavier pcrfuaded the merchants to fit out ten veflels. He went 
on boa*-d. . id by his perfuafions, and frophecitt of iuccefs, (b encourage^ 
this fmali fquadroo, that they gained a complete vi^lory over the fiect of 
A<htm, 
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army was now in the ifland of Cochin, and Cabral with 
loo fail, and an army of 40,000 Cochinians, had reduced 
them to the loweft extremity ; when, on the very day, up- 
on which the eighteen vaflal princes were to have been 
given up as hoftages, a new viceroy, Don Alonzo de No- 
ronha, arrived, and inftantly ftopped the operations of 
Gibral : and by the mifunderftanding between the two go- 
vernors, the whole army of the enemy efcaped. Xavier 
remonftrated, by letter, in the ftrongeft terms, to the king 
of Portugal, and advifed the feverity of punifliment ; but 
to thefe falutary warnings no attention was paid by the 
court of Liibon. 

During Sa's government, the coafting trade of the pri- 
vate adventurers became more and more piratical, and con- 
tinually gave birth to an endlefs fucceffion of petty, but 
bloody wars. Though the king of Cochin had ever been 
the faithful ally of Portugal, Cabral ordered, without even 
the pretence of complaint, one of his richeft pagodas f to 
be plundered. This attempt, in the true fpirit of the pri- 
vate traders, was defeated ; but the royal monopoly, al- 
ready miferably inadequate both to its means and objedt, 
fuffered by this breach of faith. It was the caufe, fays 

Faria, 

f The Indian pagodas or temples are the repofitories of their moft ralu- 
able treafures. When they intend to build a pagoda, fays Faria, they fow 
the ground with kidney-beans. When thefe are green, they bring a grey 
cow to feed among them, and on the fpot where (he firft dungs, they ereft 
the throne of the idol to whom the pagoda, which they build around it, is 
to be dedicated. Pythagoras*s ▼eneration for beans, to gether with hismc- 
tempfichoiis, was perhaps borrowed from the Indians. 
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undeciiive expedition of Pirbcc, two other formidable Tur- 
kifh fquadrons were fent againft the Portuguefe. But both 
of thefe were commanded by officers of mean abilities^ and 
were totally defeated by (hipwreck and battle- The Za^. 
morim and the king of Pimenta^ whofe combined army 
Noronha had formerly permitted to efcape, had continued, 
during the war in Ceylon and with the Turks, to harafs 
the Portuguefe fleets, and the king of Cochin, their ally. 
Noronha, now at leifure, went in perfon to revenge thefc 
infultSy and the rich iflands of Alagada, fubje£t to the 
king of Pimenta, after a defperate defence, were deftroy- 
ed with fire and fword. Our military poet, Camoens, at 
this time arrived in India, and difcovered hb valour as a 
volunteer in this expedition. 

While the ropl monopoly and the coafting trade were 
thus reduced and expofed, under the languor and weak- 
nefs of the military operations, the active fpirit of Xavier 
was untired. Having vilited almoft every fettlement, 
every where endeavouring to infpire political vigour and 
unanimity, he was now bufied in adding the Chinefe lan- 
guage to his other laborious acquirements of the oriental 
tongues ; for the fpiritual dominion of China was the 
grand obje£l of his ftupendous plan. But, alarmed at the 
fpreading odium raifed by the cruel and unjuft afbions of 
Noronha in Ceylon, he hafted thither, for he forefaw the 
malign influence of the Portuguefe infolence and oppref- 
fion. From Ceylon he went to the Maluccos and Japan, 

smd 
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and when ready to enter China, hb death in the ifle of 
Sancyon clofed his unwearied labours of twelve years in 
the Eaft. To reftrain the Portuguefe injuftice and tyran- 
ny^ and to win the affection of the natives, were the means 
by which Xavier endeavoured to eftablifli his ftupendous 
plan of the vaflalage of the eafle^ world. And, had he 
lived in the more virtuous days of Albuquerque, his views- 
would probably have been crowned with fucceis. By the 
mean artifices and frauds of the Jefuits who fucceeded in 
his miffion, whofe narrow minds were eameft for prefent 
emolument, what good eiFeAs the fuperior mind of Xa- 
vier had produced, were foon counteracted, and totally 
loft. 

After a regency of three years, Don Alphonfo de No- 
ronha was fucceeded by Don Pedro de Mafcarenhas, a 
gentleman in his feventieth year. Meale Can was now at 
Goa. Mafcarene adopted the former policy of fupporting 
Mcale's title to the throne of Hydal Can, and proclaimed 
him king of Vifapor. But Mafcarene's death, ere he had 
governed thirteen months, clofed his regency, and Fran- 
ciico Barreto, his fucceilbr, entering into his views, and 
deilrotis of the immenfe emoluments of an Indian . war, 
profecuted hb defigns. The great Caftro, by his patro- 
nage of Meale, had kept the Hydal Can in awe i but 
Caftro's faith and abilities were now wanting. In breach 
of a treaty of peace with the Hydal Can, and on pre- 
tence of doing juftice to an exiled prince, Barreto kindled 

VOL. I. L a war. 
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a war, which proved highly injurious to the Portuguefc** 
Meale wis defeated and taken prifoner in his kingdom of 
Virapor ; and feveral bloody undecifivc campaigns dis- 
played the refentment of the Hydal Can ♦. Nor were the 
affairs of the Maluccos lefs unhappy. Deza, the Portu- 
gufefe governor, treacWroufly itoprifoned the king of 
Ternate and his whole &mily, and ordered them to be 
ftarved to death. He was relieved, however, by the 
neighbouring princes, who took arms in his defence ; 
and the fubmiffion of the Portuguefe, who deprived Dez» 
of his command^ ended the war. 

While the military reputation of the Portuguefe had 
almoft loft its terrors, while their empire in the £aft was 
thus haftening to its fall, John III. was fucceeded by Se- 
baftian, an infant y and Don Conflantine de Braganza, 
of the blood royal, was appointed deputy-king of India, 
He governed three years, and never performed one aflion 
which did honour to his abilities. The officers he fent 
out on various expeditions were generally defeated, parti-^ 
cularly in a war with the Turks on the coafts of Arabia* 
He himfelf fliafed the fame fate, and once faved his life, 
at the city of Jafanapatan,^ by inglorious flight. His views 
were of no importance. He imprifoned Luis de Melo 
for lofing too much time in a viftorious expedition on the 
coaft of Malabar. In a defcent on Ceylon, the Portuguefe 

ieized 

♦ See the note on Barreto, in the Life of Camocns. 
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leized the tooth of a mookey, a rdick held facred by the 
Pagans, for which, according to Unfchoten, 700^000 
ducats were otkxtd in ranibm ; but Conftantine ordered 
it to be burned. The kings of Siam and Pegu pretended 
the real tooth was faved iiy a Banian, and each a£&rtjng 
dmt he was in pofleffion of the genuine one, Uoody wars, 
which much endangered the Portuguefeeaftem fettlements, 
were kindled } and Coiiftantinc, finding himicif embarraC- 
fed, refigned, contrary to the defire of the council of Lif- 
bon. He b celebrated for his great politenefs and afiabi- 
lity ; and his gDvemment b diftinguiffaod by the eilabllih* 
ment of the in<|uiikion at Goa. 

Don Conftantine was fucceeded by theC>unt de Re- 
dondo. Petty wars continued as ufiial on every coaft. In 
1564* A Portugude fliip, contrary to the treaty of peace, 
was attacked by three vefleb of Malabar ; Redondo com- 
plained, and was anfwered by the Zamorim, that^iTir rr- 
his bad dom it, v/iom be was tvelcome to feizi and chaflife. 
Irritated by thb reply, and on purpofe to retort it, he fent 
Dominic de Mefquita with three ihips to fcour the coaft 
of Malabar. And Mefquita foon murdered above 2000 
Malabrians, the greateft part of whom he fewcd up in 
their own fail-cloths and wantonly drowned, Redondo, 
however, died fuddenly, ere the Zamorim complained ; 
but fuch was the famenefs of idea among the Portuguefe, 
that Juan de Mendoza, his fucceilbr, in anfwer to the 
Zamorim's complaint, adopted the intended witticifm of 

L 2 Redondo, 
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Redondoy and retorted the Zamorim's reply ; it was done 
ty rebels, whom he was tvelcwne tofevze and cha/Hfe. A fpi- 
rited repriM is often the moft decifive meafure ; but this 
inhuman one, furely, Was fidt dictated by wifdom. A 
bold woman of quality, whofe hufband had been murder- 
ed by Mefquita, with ^11 the fury afcribed to an ancient 
Druidefs, ran from place to place, execrating the Portu- 
guefe, and exciting to revenge. Matiy of the Moors en- 
tered into an oath, never to lay down their arms till they 
had rooted the Portugucfe otl of Irtdia. They fuddcnly 
befet the fort of Ginanor, and burned above thirty Por- 
tuguefe (hips that rode under its cannon \ and a tedious 
war enfued. Mendoza, after fix months, was fuperfeded 
by Don Antonio de Noronha, who ended the war of 
Cananor with the defolation of the adjacent country/ Con* 
fi&fion and blood (hed covered the rich ifland of Ceylon, 
and the new converts, the allies of Portugal, were hunt*- 
ed down by the other natives. Thfe kihg of Achem and 
other princes began now to meditate a general league for 
the extirpation of the Portuguefe. And the Grand Turk, 
dedrous of acquiiition in India, became a zealous auxiliary. 
But though the firfl attempt upon Malaca was defeated by 
the valour of Don Leonis, the commander, the league 
continued in agitation, while the Portuguefe feemed to 
invite and to folicit their own deftrudion. The rapine 
of individuals became every year more fhamelefs and ge- 
neral. While an idolatrous devotion to faints and images 
tendered them inexorable in their cruelty to thofe of a 

different 
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dUfierent wbrilup^ they abandoned themfelves without re- 
ftraint to the moft lafcivbus luxury, and every officer had 
his feragUo of £ve, fix, or eight of the fineft women. 
Indian wocnen of quality were puUicl^ dragged froin 
dxeir kindred by Pprti^efe raviihers. The jahabitants 
of Amboina bad received the Pertuguefe with the gre^teft 
friendfliip* At a banquet given by the natives, a young 
officer, in the face of all the .company, and in prefence 
of her huft>and, attempted to ravifh one of the principal 
ladies, and was unreproved by ^is count;rymen. The ta- 
bles were inftantly overturned, and the Portuguefe exr 
pelled the iiland. And here, as at Ceylon and other 
parts of India, the popular fury was firft glutted with the 
\Aood of thofe natives, now ei^eejcned ^s traitors, wh^ 
had embraced the religion of the Portuguefe* Immedir 
ately another .moft daring breach of humanijty caUed aloud 
upon the jninces of the £a^ft .to unite ^i |he defence of 
rach other. Aycro *, king pf Temate, had always been 
friendly and tributary to the Portuguefe, yet on renewing 
9 treaty of alliance, after having i?:iutuall^ fworn pn th^ 

^rmjs 



T This is the (ame prince whom Deza treacheronfly impriTojied and at- 
tempted to Oarvc. He continued, however, faithful to the Portuguefe, 
till his nephew was murdered by fome of their officers. Three of the ag- 
greflbrs were feized by the king's order, and put to death. On renewing 
the alliance with the Portuguefe, he was trcachcroufly murdered by the 
commandant's nephew. As he was (fobbed, he laid hold of a cannon which 
jtpre the arms of Portugal, and exclaimed, Ab / Cavaliers , u it tints you n-^ 
Vfard the moji faithful fubje^ of your iing, myfoverfign I 
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arms of Portugal, he was ftaUxd by order of the Por<* 
mguefe comaiaiidaiit. Nor did this treachery appeafe 
the marderer. In prefeace of his queen and daughters, 
who in vain iinpk>red permiffion to bury him, his body 
was cut into pieces and fatted, put into a cheft, and thrown 
into the fea. He had a fon, however, Ch3 Babu, who^ 
in revenge of this, proved the moft fermtdaUe enemy the 
Portugoele had ever known in the Eaft. His ambafla- 
dors halted from court to cowt, and the princes of India, 
harafTed by their cruel awful tyrants, who trampled on 
every law of humanity and good poUcyi combined with 
him in a general league for the utter expuifion ot the Por* 
tugueie ; and fo confident were the natives of fuccefs^ 
that not only the divifion of the Portuguefe fetdements^ 
but the pofieffion of the moft beautiful of their wives and 
daughters, was alfo (ettled among them. Five years was 
this league in forming, and eaftem politics never produ« 
ced a better concerted plan of operation. The various 
forts and territories of the Portuguefe were allotted to the 
neighbouring princes. Goa, Onor, and Bracalor were 
.to reward the viftories of the Hydal Can ; Chaul, Da- 
mam, and Bacaim were to be taken by Nizamaluco, a 
king of the Decan ; the Zamorim was to poflefs himfelf 
of Cananori Mangalor, Cochin, andChale; the king of 
Achem was to reduce Malaca j and the king of Temate 
was to attack the Maluccos. Befides thefe, many other 
princes had their appointed lines of adtion ; and this tre- 
mendous ftorm was to burft, in every quarter, at the fame 

inftant. 
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inftaDt. Don Luis de Ataide was governor of India 
when this war began. The Hydal Can, with an army 
which confifted of loojooo in&ntry^ 35,000 horie^ 2140 
^ephants, and 350 pieces of cannoBi covered the conti- 
nent oppofite to Goa lor feveral leagues^ and the difpofi- 
tion of his cztenfive pofts dj^Iajed great generalfhip. 
Every eminence was fortified, and his batteries, of two 
leagues in extent^ thundered npon Gpa. The difpofiti<Mis 
-of Ataide, hpwever^ not only protected that ifland, but 
his unexpe£ted inroads often carried terror and flaughter 
through this immenfe encanpoaept. The Hydal Can, 
though gready diipirited,'began to plant gardens and orch- 
ards^ Uid build baaquetting houfes, as if reiolved to con- 
quer, at wjhatever difiaoce of time. While Goa was thus 
befiq;edj Chaul^ a place of lefs defence, was invefted by 
Nizamaluco, at the head of an army of jjOjCoo men, 
Turks, Moors, Ethiopians, Periians, and Indbns. The 
king of Temate attacked the Maluccos ; the queen ofCar- 
xopa carried ber ^nns ;s|gain& Onor ; and Surat was feized 
by Agalachem, a prince tributary to t^ic Mogul. And 
even the anckntf X^rifti^s of .St. Thomas, perfecuted by 
the inquifition of Goa, for non-fubmiffion to the See of 
llome f , joined the f agans ^nd Mohammedans againft the 

natives 

t Sec Gcddcs's Hiflory of the Malabrian Church. The Chriftians of St, 
ThomaSy according to the Portuguefe hiftorians, difhirbed the new conyerts, 
by telling them that the religion the Portuguefe taught them was not 
Chiiftianity. This gave great offence to the Jefuits, who in revenge peife* 
cutcd the Thomifts with all the horrors of the newly cftablifhcd Inquifition. 
The following fliort account of the CbrUlians of the Eafl may perhaps be 

acceptable. 
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natives of Portugal. But where even the embers of 
haughty valour remain, danger an an able general will 
awake thex^ into a Same. Don Lnis, the viceroy, was 
advifed to withdraw the Portuguefe from the exterior parts 
for the fupport of Goa, the feat of their empire. Bot this 
he gallantly refufed, and even permitted a fleet with 400 
men to fail for Portugal *. The Zamorim and the king 
of Achem, having met fome repulfes at fea, were not 
punAual in the agreed commencement of hoftility. Thb 
favoured Atalde ; and no fooner did he gain an advantage 
in one place, than he fent relief to another. He and the 
bed troops haflened from fort to fort, and vi^ory followed 
victory, till the leaders of this moft formidable combination 
fued for peace. A fignal proof of what valour and mili- 
tary art may do againft the greateft multitudes of undii^ 
ciplined militia. 

An 

acceptable. In the Couth, parts of Malabar, about loo^ocx:) of the inhabi- 
tants profefled Chriftianity before the anival of the Portuguefe. They 
called themfeUes the Chriftians of Saint Thomas, by which apoftle their 
ancedors had been converted. For 1300 years they had been under the 
Patriarch of Babylon, who appointed tlieir MeUratu or Archbilhop. Dr. 
Geddes, in the HUtory of the Church of Malabar, relates, that Frmeifcm 
HoZf a Jefuit mifConary, complained to Menezes, the Portuguefe archbiihop 
of Goa, that when he fliewed thefe people an image of our Lady, they cried 
out, ** Away with that fiithinefs, we are Chriftians, aJid do not adore idols 
*• or pagods.*' 

D»ii Frey Aleixc de Mene%ety archbifhop of Goa, did " endeavour to thni(l 
** upon the church of Malabar the whole mafs of popery, which they were 

" before unacquainted with.*' To this purpofc he had engaged all the neigh- 
boring princes to aflifl him, ** and had fecured the major part of the prieAs 

' ** prefent, in all one hundred and fifty-three, whereof two-thirds were or- 
** daincd by himfelf, and made them abjure their old religion, and fubferibe 
«* the creed of pope Pius IV."— Millar's Hiftory of the Propag. of Chriftia- 

Aity. 

* This was the trading fleet, or regal monopoly, the delay of which 
n^ight have produced his recall. 
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An highly honourable peace was concluded with Niza- 
maluco 'y but while the Hydal Can was in treaty, and while 
the Zamorim, who was now in arms both by fea and land^ 
propoied conditions to which Ataide would not liften *, 
that brave commander was fuperfeded by the arrival of his 
facceflbr, Antonio de Noronha. "When Ataide left India, 
the Hydal Can was ftill before Goa, and the new viceroy 
had the honour to conclude the treaty of peace. But 
the important fortrefs of Chate, near Calicut, furrendered 
to the Zamorim, who was ftill in arms. And the new 
commiffioQ of Noronha involved the Eaft in perplexities 
unknown hetotp. At the very time when the league be« 
gan to exert its apparently invincible force, at that very 
time king Sebaftian, now about his iixteenth year, divid- 
ed his eaftern empire, as if it had been in the moft flou- 
rifhing ccmdition, into three governments, independent of 
each other. Noronha was to command from Cape 
Gardafu, on the mouth of the Red Sea, to the coaft of 
Pegu, with the title of Viceroy of India. From Gardafu 
to Cape Corrientes, below Madagafcar, was given to Fran- 
cifco Barreto, late governor of Portuguefe Afia, now en- 
titled Governor of Monomotapa ; and from Pegu to China, 
with the title of Governor of Malaca, was appointed to 
Antonio Moniz Barreto. In this pompous divifion of em- 
pire, Moniz Barreto was to be equipped from India ; but 
Portuguefe India could not affi3rd the force which his pa* 

tent 

* He tvould wiah mo peace ^ he iaid, but uponfucb terms as the Zamorim mi^ls 
txpea were the Poitugueie w tbe mofi JUarifiutg cMdHUm. 
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tent appointedi and Moniz refuied to fail to Mblaca with 
an inferior equipment. The celebrated Echebar, tho 
Great Moguls or eaqieror of Hindoftaa, had now poile& 
fed hirofelf of the throne of Cambaya % and as Bacaim 
and Damam had foro^erlj bdkx^ed to that kifigdom» he 
meditated the recovery of th^fe ttrrkories from the Pott 
tuguefe : bttt while he was ready to inveft Diunam, No-* 
ronha entered the river with fo feroudid^le a fleet, that 
Echebar confented to a peace, which confinned the Portur 
guefe right of pofleffion, on condition of their aUinnoe. 
The king of Achem, who according to the feague was to 
have invaded M^ca, now performed his pact, and i«du<? 
ced that fettlenteat, which had no governor^ 1:j9 4he deepr 
eft diftrefs. Ihe arms icf Tcmaie were aifo pcD^erous in 
the Malttccos. To ^e mriief of Atfc Norooha imt ibme 
AippUes, hut whik he was frepaiung to (end mame, aft orr 
der frott IV)rtugal arrived, which empowered .Don Gaiper 
archbiflMip of Goa tro Aepofe Noronha, and ittyeft Mooic 
with the govermnent of indta. Don Leonis de Pereyra 
was at the fame time appobted governor of Malaca. 
Monie ujiged hin to fail to the f^elief of bis Settlement, 
but Leonifi r^iufed to go thitfaer with lefettfaan the appoint^ 
td equipment. Thoogh on the qiriivate accdations of Mo- 
nies Noronha was<degraded fi»r aUlieaiefiifal-; though No^ 
ronha was then at wac, and Moniz mow at ^peace ; and 
though Leonis abated in his demand* JMoniz was immove- 
able. 

* Mahumud, nephew of king Badur, was betrayed mto Echebar's hands 
by one of his officers. The traitor was beheaded by order of Echebar, 
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abk. Leonis therefore failed for Portugal, whiere his con- 
du& was juftified, yet no punifhment allotted to Moniz ^ 
filch was the unUnfliing partiality with which the minir- 
tors of Sebaftian governed the faUiog empire of Portugueie 
Afia* 

While Mdaca was thas dcCerted by its governor, the 
king of Achem and the queen of J^ara, with numerous 
fleets and armies, poured ail the horrors of war upon that 
^akiahk territory. Time after time, as the fhattered fleets 
of the one retired to repair, the new armaments of the 
other immediately filled their ftations. And the king of 
Temate, the author of the League, was viAorious in the 
ifles of Maiucco. The fevcral fupplies of relief, fent by 
Moniz, one of ^rfiickconiifted of 2000 troops, all perilhed 
by flu^wieck ere they reached their deftined ports. The 
murderer of king Ayero was ftabbed by the populace, 
and the Portuguefe were totally expelled from this fettle- 
floeot, which commanded the fpice iflands. Nor was the 
government of Francis Barreto, in Monomotapa, lefs un- 
happy. He, who had been governor of India, fays Faria 
accepted of this diminiihed command for three reaibns ; 
bec^ufe he was poor, becaufe it was the king's will, and be- 
caufe it was a poil of great danger. His commiffion was to 
make himfdf matter of the mines which fupply Sofala 
and the neighbouring ports with gold and filver : and one 
Monclaros, a Jefuit, accompanied him, without whofe con- 
currence he was prohibited to ad. He failed from Lifbon, 

with 
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ivith only three fhips and a thoufand men, in 1569, and 
having received fome fupplies at Mozambique, together 
with tools for miners, camels % and other beafts of borden^ 
he proceeded to his vifionary government. He landed in 
the river of Good Signs, and propofed to march to the 
mines by the route of Sofala. But to this Monclaros would 
not confent, and by his direfllon he took a more diftant 
courfe. After a march of ten days along the river 21am* 
beze, during which his fmall army fuffin*ed greatly by ex* 
treme heat and thirft, he faw the mountains and valleys 
covered with innumerable multitudes of armed men. 
Thcfc, however, were difperfcd by his fire-arms ; and foon 
after another army, as numerous as the former, fharcd the 
fame fate. The Cafres now fued for peace, and cffexei 
to difcover the mines. But when now on the eve of iuc* 
cefs, Monclaros commanded him to defift from his minoiis 
expedition, and immediately to return to Mozambique* 
And fo deeply was Barreto afieAed with this difappoint^* 

ment 

I Cortez is juftly admired for the ready dexterity with which he improv- 
ed every opinion of the Mexicans to his own advantage. Barreto gave an 
inftance of this art upon this expedition. When the Cafres were filing for 
peace, and Barreto in great want of provifions, one of the camels having 
broke loofe from its Iieepers, and after running till tired » happened to be 
met by Barreto, to whom it infhmtiy kneeled, as is ufbal for that creatnre 
when it receives its burden. The Cafres, who had never before feen fuch 
an animal, thought it fpoke to the governor, and earnef^ly alked what it 
faid. Thefe creatures, replied Barreto, live upon human fleih : and thison« 
has been fent from its brethren to beg I would not make peace with you, 
otherwife they muft be ftarved. After much entreaty, Barreto promifed 
to perfuade the camels to be contented with the flefli of beeves ; upon whid) 
the Cafres gladly fupplied him with a« many herds as he dcfired. 
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mcnt and diflionour, that overwhebned with the fever of 
indigoationi without any other fymptom of ail, he breathed 
out his life in iighs, after the violent mental agitation of 
two days. Among his papers was found a commiflion for 
Vafco Homem, his major, to fucceed him ; who, perfuad* 
ed by the Jefuit, immediately returned to Mozambique* 
But Monclaros having failed for Portugal, Hpmem, up- 
braided by the officers of that ftation, returned to Mono- 
motapa. He landed at Sofala, and from thence, by a (hort 
and eafy march, arrived at the place were the mines were 
cxpefted. After ibme fkirmiflies with the Caft*es, the king 
of Chicanga pretended to be friendly, and offered to fhew 
the mines. Having led the Portuguefe from province to 
province, he at laft brought them to a place where he had 
ordered ibme ore to be buried and fcattered, and here he 
told them was a rich iilver mine. While the Portuguefe 
were feveral days buiied in^ digging around, the Caft*es et 
caped ; and Homem, his provifions beginning to fail, re- 
turned to Sofala, leaving a captain named Cardofo, with 
200 men, to make farther trial. Fearlefs of thb fmall par- 
ty the Cafres returned, and with confident promifes offer* 
ed to difcover the richeft and eafieft worked mines in their 
country. Cardofo believed them, and was led into defiles, 
where he and all his men perifhed by the weapons of the 
artftd barbarians. Such was the end of the government of 
Monomotapa, the golden dream, the ill- concerted and ill- 
condufted plan of the weak minifters of a giddy empire 
haftening to its fall. 

Moniz, 
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Monizy after he had goTcmed three jears^ the term 
now ufually named in the writs of fiKocffien, was ik c c e eJU 
ed by Don lago de Menezes, under whom the bloodihed 
of the ufbal petty wars wkh the Moors and Mabbrtans 
continued. His r^ency is diftingoifhed fay no warlike 
event of note : and after he had held the fword of coai* 
mand about two years^ he was fuperfeded by the brave 
Ataide Count de Autouguia^ whofe art and valour had lately 
triumphed over the moft formidable efforts of the General 
League. 

To fuppofe that Sebaftian or his miiufters perceived the 
j»-ecarious and ruinous ftatc of their Eaftern Em^nre^ when 
they appointed this able officer to that very critical com- 
mand, were to allow them a merit, which every other 
part of their conduA relative to India diiclaims. Don 
Sebaftian's ideas were totally <^ebauched by the moft ro- 
mantic thirft of military glory, and it was his ambition 
from his childhood to diftinguifli himfelf at the head of an 
army in Africa. Ataide ftrenuoufly oppofed this wild expe- 
diti<Mi, which, he was juAly convinced, was ill-adapted to 
the ftate of his country. But Sebaftian, now in his twenty- 
fourth year, to be relieved of his difagreeable counfel, or- 
dered him to refume the viceroyfliip of India. The ipeech 
which Sebaftian made to Ataide, upon this his fecond ap^ 
pointment, ftrongly charaflerifes the ft*ivolpufne{s which 
now prevailed at the court of Lifbon. Don Conftantine 
de Braganza, of the blood royal, was one of the weakeft 

governors 
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governors that ever rakd India. Ataide, on the contrary, 
had performed moft incredible aAions ; had favcd the Por- 
tttguefe firom the greateft dangers they ever furmonnted in 
Afia. Tet Sehaftian did not bid hkn reign as he had for* 
merly done. No, he bade him reign like Don Conftan- 
tine — a man, whofe alMlities reached no farther than per- 
haps to open a ball gracefiiUy, for his politeneis was his 
only commendation. When errors in government begin, 
the wik fee the (ecret difeafe, but it is the next generaticm 
which feels the worft of its cSsQs. Camoens, who(e poll* 
txcal penetration was perhaps mequaUed in his age and 
country, faw the decknfion of manners, and foretold in 
Vain the fall of empit^. Btntugal owed its exiftence to the 
Ipirit of chivriry and the ideas of liberty, which ware con- 
firmed by the ftatutes of Lamego. Camoens, in a fine al- 
legory, laments the decay of the ancient virtues. Under 
the charaAer of a fanntfman he paints the wild romantic 
purfuits of kmg Sebaftian, and wifhes that he may not fall 
the vi£Um of his blind paflion. The courtiers he chara£^e- 
rifes, as the moft venal of fel£-interefted flatterers : and the 
clergy, the men of letters, he fays, 

trim'd the lamp at night's mid hour. 
To plan new laws to arm the regal power, 
Sleeplefs at night's mid hour to raze the laws. 
The facred bulwarks of the people's caufc. 
Framed ere the blood of hard-earn'd viftory 
On their brave fathers' helm-hackt fwords was dry. 

Unperceived 



cxdi PORTUGUESE ASIA; 

Unperceived bj the unlettered nobility, the principles of 
the conftitutlon gradually expired under the artful increafe 
of the royal prerogative. If Sebaftian was more abfolute 
than John I. his power Wks bought by the degeneracy of 
his fubjefb, and weaknefs of the ftate, the certain price 
With which monarchs purchafe their beloved defpotifm. 
The neglefl of one man of merit is the fignal for the worth<i> 
\e£s, if rich, to crowd to court. Many of thefe fignals were 
given in the reigns of Emmanueli John IIL and Sebaftiaoi 
and thus the labours of an Albuquerque, a Ntinio, a Caftro, 
and an Ataide, were fruftrated and reverfed. Thefe go- 
vernors, bred in war, enthufiafts in honour, aU died poor. 
Xarafb, the creature of Sampayo, the tyrant of his ihafter 
the king of Ormuz, juftly accufed of murders and the 
moft unbounded extortion, was fent in irons to liibon. 
But he carried his treafures with him, and was reftored to 
his employments^ Anthony Galvam ^ the moft honeft of 
men, faved the Maluccos, returned poor to Portugal, and, 
like Pacheco, died in an alms-houfe^ But thefe the errors 
and crimes of farmer reigns, were of little effefi compared . 
to the evil confequences of the inattention to, and ignorance 
of Indian afiairs, difcovered by the minifters of Sebaftian. 
They ordered Don George de Caftro, who furrendered the 
fort of Chale to the Zamorim, to be tried and beheaded ; 
and he died on the fcafibld at Goa. Yet a year after this, 
the court of Lift)on ifliied a commlffion appointing him 
to command on another ftation. The poverty of an Al- 
buquerque, a Nunio, and a Caftro, was now the public jeft 

of 
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of the Portuguefe f commandants. Under the (hade of 
lilken umbrellas, fome of the late viceroys rode to battle^ 
in chairs carried on men's fhoulders. All was difunion, 
grofs luxury, and audacious weaknefs in Portuguefe Afia, 
when Sebaftian loft his crown in his African expedition. 
And what greatly haftened their ruin, the natives now per- 
ceived their weaknefs, and foretold their approaching h\L 
About fifty years before this period, it was the general opi- 
nion of India, that the Portuguefe were among men what 
lions are among beafts : and for the fame reafon^ faid an In- 
dian captive to a Portuguefe officer, nature has appointed 
that your fpeciesfbould be equally fnv. But as foon as their 
luxury began to appear, their fentiments were changed. 
Let them alone, faid one Indian prince to another, the frauds 
^ their revenue, and their love of luxury nvill foon ruin them. 
What they gain as brave foldiers they nvillfoon kfe as avaricious 
merchants. They now conquer Afia, but Aiia will foon con^ 
quer them. And a king of Perfia afked a Portuguefe cap^ 
tain how many of the Indian viceroys had been beheaded 
by the kings of Portugal. None, replied the officer. Then 
you will not long, returned the Periian, be the mafters of 
India, 

VOL- I. M When 



f In particular, Don A. de Noronha, viceroy in Z568, is recorded for 
publicly branding fach conduA as madnefs. But the motives of thefe he- 
roes perhaps diTplayed the troeft policy and higheft magnanimity. Of this 
hereafter. 



/ 



cxdt PORTUCUESE ASIA. 

When Ataide failed for India on his fecond vkeroyih^ 
he dreaded the difafters which would follow the precipi- 
tate, ill-concerted expedition of Sebaftian* And it was hit 
firft care, after his arrival in the Eaft, to prevent the evS 
confequentes of the unhappy event. He immediately fit- 
led out a fleet which ftnick the princes of India with awe 
and terror. Any particular deftination of this surmametit 
%ras never known ; for fo formidable did Ataide appear^ 
that the tidings of the death and totsA defeat of Sebaftian 
in Africa, produced no war in India. Sebaftian was foe* 
ceeded by an old weak man, his grand uncle^ the cardi* 
nal Henry. Two years clofed Henry's pusillanimous (way. 
And Philip 11. of Spain (ban after made himfelf maAer of 
the kingdom of Portugal. The brave Ataide, after having 
humbled the Hydal Can for a breach of treaty, and con«> 
eluded a peace, fell into a deep melancholy, of which he 
died in the third year of his regency ; fo iincerely was he 
affeAed with the fall of his country, which he forefaw and 
foretold f . He was fucceeded by Heman TeHez de Me- 
nezesy appointed by the five regents who governed Portu- 
gal after the demife of Henry. Under Menezes, Mafcate 
was plundered by the Turks. A fquadron was fitted out 
to its relief; but this the commander never attempted. He 

avoided 



f So clear was his heart from the infection of avarice, fays Faria, that 
while others carried immeoie treafures from ATia to Portugal, he only 
brought four jars of water, filled from the four great rivers, Tigris, Eu- 
phrates, lodus, and Ganges, which were many years preferved as his tro- 
phy in his caftle of Penicbe^ 



PORTUGUESE ASIA, cxcf 

svoided die Turkifli gallies^ but plundered and laid in aih- 
es the rich cities of PeTani, Gaudel, and Teis, on the coaft 
' of the Naytaques, near Cambaya, with whom the Porta- 
gueie were not at war. After a government of fix months 
Menezes was fuperfeded by Don Francifco de Mafcaren- 
has, the firft viceroy appointed hy Philip. His brave de- 
fence of Chaul againft Nizamaluco entitled him to this di& 
tinftion ^ and Philip, for obvious reafons, loaded him with 
honours, powers, and emoluments, fuperior to thofe en- 
jx^ed by any former viceroy. He was commiiBoned to 
proclaim Philip in India ; but Menezes, though he loft his 
reward, had already performed this confirmation of the 
ufurper's title*. But though Mafcarene found Philip 
peacefully acknowledged, all was confuiion and weaknefs 
in the Portuguefe fettlements. Turks and Moguls, the 
Zamorim, and other princes, in little fquadrons, uncon- 
neAed with each other, fpread all the horrors of piratical 
war from Melinda to Malaca. The Portuguefe fquadrons 
were frequently defeated, and their military reputation 
was in deep decline. Cochin had. long been the faithful 
and valuable ally of Portugal ; but the preient king, unable 
to pay the enormous, ungenerous taxes demanded by 
Mafcarene, reiigned his revenues to the Portuguefe. 
Twenty thoufand Cochinians bound themfelves in an oath 
to die in defence of their ancient rights, and Mafcarene 

M 2 was 



* By the (Ututes of lamego, the Magna Cbatta of Portugal, a foreigner 
cannot hold the Portuguefe fceptre. 
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was neceffitated to fufpend his acquirement, an acquire* 
ment which was relinquiftied by D. Duarte de Menezes^ 
who, after the ufual regency of three years, fiicceeded him 
in command. Malaca, invefted by the king of Ujantana, 
was now defolated by famine. About an hundred peofde 
died every day, and mothers exchanged their children that 
they might not eat their own ofispring. The ifland of 
Ceylon was alfo fteeped in blood, and the Portuguefe there 
reduced to the deepeil diftrefs. But though Don Paulo de 
Lima difplayed the ancient valour of his countrymen in the 
relief of Malaca and the fort of Columbo in Ceylon, the 
frequent repulfes of the Portuguefe emboldened the natives 
to fcize every opportunity of hoftility. 

Under the government of Menezes, a court of chance- 
ry, in 1 586, was erefted at Goa. The citizens, long op- 
preiled by military tyrants, had requefted Philip for fuch 
jurifdi^lion. But what chiefly diftinguifhes this period, is 
the alteration of the Royal Monopoly^ and the eftablifhment 
of a Portuguese East India Company. The re- 
venues of India, received by the exchequer of lifbon, 
amounted to little more than a million of crowns. This, 
yearly fent to Portugal in Indian goods on board of his 
majefty's fhips, had long been inadequate to the expence 
of the armaments almoft annually equipped in Portugal for 
the fupport of the Indian dominion ||. And Philip, un- 
willing 

\ According to Faria, the royal revenues, about this time, flood thus : 
The cufloms of Dio, above 100,000 crowns; thole of Goa, 160,000 ; thofe 

of 
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nvilling to continue fuch prepoftcrous courfe, farmed the 
trade of India to. a company of merchants, under regulati- 
ons of the fame fpirit bj which the Spanifii trade to Mexi- 
co, and the Portuguefp commerce with * Brazil, have ever 
been governed. As in thefe the fovereign is fole tnafter of 
the garrifons and territory, which are protefted by his 
fleets and armies, fo Philip remained fovereign of Portu- 
guefe India. And as the annual flotas which fail to Mexi- 
co and Brazil are under fevere reftriftions, but have the 
txclu/ive privilege of trading to thofe regions, fo the mer- 
chants who undertook the annual equipment of the Indian 
fquadron, in reward of the revenue ftipulated to be paid, 
received the exclufive privilege of trading with India. An 
eftabliihment upon other principles would have been incon 
fiftent with every idea of colonization, underftood, or ever 
pra£tifed, by the courts of Spain and Portugal. 

When this new commercial regulation was known in In- 
dia, it excited the greateft difcontent. And all the autho- 
rity of the viceroy and of the clergy was hardly fufEcient to 

fupprefs 

Malaca, 70,000; the tribute of princes and territories, 200,000 ; which to- 
gether with the king^s fhare of the prizes taken by his own (hips, amoant- 
ed to above a miUioft of crowns yearly. It ought to have been two milli- 
ons, (ays our hiflorian, but was thus reduced by the frauds of office, and 
enormous falaries of the commanders of the various forts, which article 
alone amounted to more than half a million per annum* 

* The trade to thefe places is confined to particular ports, annual flotas 
and regider (hips, and even the quantity of goods limtted. See Account 
of the European Settlements in America, fifth edit. vol. i. p. 234, &c. 
and 315. * 
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fupprefs an infurreftion at Goa. By its due operatioot tlie 
lucrative licentioufnefs of the private traders would have 
received feme bounds ; and a check upon thdr immenle 
profits gave a general alarm. There were fiated voyages 
performed under the direction of the viceroy to collefl the 
king's revenues in the difierent (ettlements. And the com- 
manders of thefe fquadrons, aAed now, without reftraint, 
as private merchants, and their profits were almoft incredi- 
ble J, The idea of preventing the military to become mer- 
chants was now no more. And even the viceroys, after 
Caftro and Ataide, became private traders. Befides their 
yearly falaries, now ralfed to 18,000 crowns, fbme of them 
cleared 3, fomc 5, and fome 800,000 ducats, by their own 
merchandifc. And thofe who bore the title of Don were 
not now afhamed to command their own piratical mer- 
chant fliips. After Caftro, fome of the firft nobility of 
Portugal were fent to govern India ; and their hiftorians 
bluntly confefs, that they went thither to repair their for- 
tunes. But though the new regulations were in the fpirit 
of the Spanifh trade to Mexico, nothing like the regulari- 
ty of the flotas was retained in India. The viceroy ftill re- 
tained the care of fitting out the homeward fhips, and the 
exigencies of India rendered their number ^nd cargoes ever 
precarious. 

Don 

\ According to Faria's eftimate, the voyage from Goa to China and Ja- 
pan, brought the captain ioc,ooo crowns, for only the freight of the goods 
of others which he catried ; that from Coromandel to Malaca, 20,000 ; from 
Goa to Mozambique, 24,000; and the fhort voyage to Ceylon, 4000. 
And the profits of their own trade were equally great. 
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Don Duarte de Menezes was fucceeded, in 1588, by 
£manuel de Souza Coutinno, who in 1590 refigned the 
fword to Matthias de Albuquerque^ who governed aboiit 
leven years. In 1597^ Don Francifco de Gama, Count 
de Vidigueyraj and grandfon of the difcoverer of India, 
afcended the throne of Portuguefe Afia. But not more de- 
g^erated were the times, than were his aftions and man- 
ners from thofe of his illuftrious anceftor. He was the 
moft detefted and moft infulted ruler f that ever governed 
India 5 and the meanneis of his abilities, the ferocious un- 
graceful haughtinefs of his carriage, and his grofs injuftice, 
merited the fignal contempt with which he was treated. 
The peninfula of Pudepatam, between Goa and Cochin, 
was at this time poflefled by a Mooriih pirate named 
Mahomet Cunnale Marca, who made war alike on the Por- 
tuguefe and the fubjefls of the Zamorim. The Zamorim 
and the Viceroy entered into a treaty to crufh this pirate j 
and the former, with an army of 20,000 men, and Don 
Luis de Gama, brother of the latter, with a fleet of above 
fifty veflels, laid fiege to Marca's peninfula ; but both were 
ignominioufly repulfed; and the Portuguefe arms under 
Don Luis received the greateft difgrace, fays Faria, they 
had ever, except at Ormuz, experienced in the Eaft. 
Andreas de Furtado, the only Portuguefe officer of this 
period whole name is recorded with honour, foon after 
compelled Marca to furrender on condition of life } a con- 
dition 

t For inftances of theie, fee the notes on the life of Camoens. 
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dition which was brutally violated by the ungenerous 
Gama J. But what principally marks the fatal regency of 
this count de Vidigueyra, is the arrival of the firft warlike 
fquadron of the Dutch in India, the heralds of the total 
fubverfion of the Afiatic empire of Portugal. 

For the laft twelve years, the Portugucfe cruelties f in 
Ceylon had difgraced human nature. And for many years^ 
annual fleets had regularly been fent to the coafts of Mala* 
bar and the north of Goa, to make piratical wars, on pre- 
tence of the fupprei&on of pirates. Yet, as if all their for- 
mer cruelties had been too little, a Bull of Croifadiy in 1594, 
arrived in India, commanding the Portuguefe to reduce 
the infidels to the faith by the force of arms. This was a 
new pretence to plunder the pagodas, the repofitories of 
the Gentoo treafures, and was procured by the Jefuits, 
who now governed the fprings of a£tion over aU Portuguefe 
Afia. Though moft adroit in fraudful cabals, that which 
bears the difhoneft name of low cunping was their only ta- 
lent. Cruel, obftinate, and narow in their minds, the 

grofleft 

% Vid. Notes on the life of Camoens. 

f Don Hierome de Azevedo commanded in Ceylon during the niinbus 
wars already mentioned. When he kept the field, and had gained any ad- 
vantages, he compelled the Indian mothers to caft their children between 
milflones, and to look on while they were ground in pieces. At other times 
he ordered his foldiers to hold up the Hi rieking infants on the tops of their 
pikes. This he did for a moft wretched pun. The natives of fceylon call 
themfeWes Galku^ and GaUcs is Spanilh for a cock. Hark bow thefe young 
tocii erow»-is recorded as his ufual fpecch, when the infants icreamed on 
the lance. 
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grofleft compulfion, and the horrors of the inquifition U, 
were the methods by which they endeavoured to propagate ^ 
their religion. Avaricious of power and riches, and eager 
for immediate poficffioni they thruft themfelves into every 
public tranfaAion. The idle luxurious military eaiily fuf- 
fered themfelves to be guided by th^m : and their intrigues 
and ignorance of the arts of civil and military government, 
embroiled and perplexed every operation. In almoft every 
expedition was a Monclaros : and it became ufual for the 
defeated commanders to vindicate themfelves by accufing 
the Jefuits. Impreft with the enumeration x>f the hOs 
from which the above conclufions are drawn, and having 
mentioned a difpute amicably adjufted by a Jefuit, The Re* 
ligiws, fays the hiftorian Soufa, are fuccefsful agents in the 
promotion of peace between Lay Governors ; hut when they tale 
upon themfelves the government of fecular affairs^ they bring 
every thing to confufion and ruin* 

While the Jefuits thus cankered and confounded every 
fpring of government, the civil and military officers, intent 
only on their own prefent gain beheld the public weak- 
nefs with the moft languid indifference. Almoft totally 

engrofled 

I So diiferent from Xavier were the Jefuits of this period, that they to* 
tally impeded the conTerHon of the Gentoos, by the moft abfurd topics of 
conteft. The Gentoos wear a Ttfera of three threads, (of which fee p. 473) 
and are bigotted to the ufe of this their ancient badge. But the Jefuits, 
who faid it was inftituted by the Devil, obHinately iofifted that it fhould 
be relinqui(bed by their new converts. The badge and their old religion 
were therefore continued. 
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engrofled by their immenfe American empire^ aod the 
politics of Europe, the Spaniih court paid little attention 
to Portuguefe India. The Will of the Viceroy, now 
more arbitrary than ever, was the Supreme Law; head- 
long in its operation in his prefence, and headlong where 
his creatures, who fhaped it to their pleafure, were armed 
with power ; but it was feeble and mifinterpreted, often 
contemned and difobeyed, in the diftant fettlements. The 
commanders on the difierent ftations ceafed to a£t in con- 
cert with each other; and their forts were often in a ftate 
of blockade, under all the miferies of famine. It was now 
uiiial for commanders and whole bands of the Portuguefe, 
without the content of their fuperiors, to undertake pira- 
tical expeditions, and to enter into the fervice of the Afia- 
tic princes * : and in many actions they. fought againft each 
other with the greatefl rancour. Their mother country 

groaned 

* About 1586, the Turks with powerful armies inraded Perfia. Some 
years after, the immenfe armies of the Mogul invaded the regbns beyond 
the Ganges. And the great kingdoms of Pegu and Siam were alternately 
laid wafte by each other. Portuguefe adventurers diftinguinied themfelves 
In all thcfe wars ; nor did they confttlt the viceroy when they went off with 
their (hipping and foldiers. Two of thcfe renegadoes, by the moft deteila- 
ble treachery and cruelty, rofe to the fovereign rank ; and, under the regal 
title, negociated with the Portuguefe viceroys. Of thefe hereafter. 

The hidory of one of thefe renegadoes throws light on Portuguefe Afia. 
Ii^o Soarez de Melo, guilty of murder, fled from the fentence of death in 
Portugal. He was feveral years a pirate in the eaftern feas. On his pro- 
mife to accufe Don Stephen de Gama, he was pardoned by M. Alonzo 
de Souza, the new governor. He afterwards, with above 1000 Por- 
tuguefe, who renounced allegiance to their ibvereign, went to Pegu, 
where he was appointed general of the army, gratified witii im- 
menfe treafure, and entitled the king's brother. In this height of his 

fortune. 
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groaned under the yoke of Spain* Moftly natives of the 
Eaft, the Portugaefe in India loft all afieAion for Portu* 
gal^ and indeed the political chain which bound them to- 
gether was now but a flender thread. Unreftrained by 
reguba* goyemment^ the will of the captain of the fort was 
abfolute, and his proteftion of the moft audacious plun« 
derers was the fupport of his power. Detefted by the na- 
tives, at ftrife among themfelves^ every circumftance con- 
curred to invite other merchants to India. In this wretch- 
ed condition of Portuguefe Afia, Houtman, aDutchmer- 
chanty while in jail for debt at Lifbon, planned the efta- 
bKfhment of his countrymen in the Eaft. The Hollan- 
ders paid his debts ; he failed for Afia, and returned with 
credentials of his promife, which gave birth to the Dutch 
India Company, an inftitution of deep commercial wifdom : 
a regular machine, conneAed in all Its operations, and the 
very reverfc of that blind monfter, that divided Polypus, 
the Portuguefe defpotical anarchy. 

The 

fortune, he happened to pafs by the h<m£e of a rich merchant on the day of 
fais daughter's weddhig. He entered in with his armed followers, and was 
invited to partake of the fumptnous entertainment. Struck with the 
beauty of the young lady, he attempted to take her away by force ; the 
bridegroom and his kindred who offered refinance, were flaughtered upon 
the banqueting tables ; and the frantic bride fled from the fcene of horror, 
and ended her life with a cord. Soon after, however, the power of Melo, 
and the h ouiand Portuguefe who fervcd under him, were not fuffident to 
protect him from the rage of the people. The king delivered him up, and 
he was torn in pierces by the multitude. 



cciy PORTUGUESE ASIA.. 

The fpice iflands oflfered the faircft field For the Dutch 
operations. Here the Portuguefe were both weakcft 
and moft detefted. And at Amboina and Ternate the 
Grangers were gladly received, and conditions of com- 
merce fettled f. In 1600, Ayres de % Saldanna fuccecdcd 
the weak Count de Vidigueyra; but he was equally renaife, 
and made no head againft the Dutch. One of his captains 
only, the brave Furtado, for five years carried on a petty 
war with the Hollanders among the Maluccos ; but though 
he gained feveral viftories, he was unable to expel the new 
intruders. And new fquadrons from Holland arrived 
yearly, and carried their hoftilities from Mozambique to 
Bengal and other parts of India. The Portuguefe valour 
feemed to revive, and the Dutch, in many engagements, 
were defeated. Their vanquifhed fleets, however, carried 
rich cargoes to Europe, and brought frefh fupplies. The 
Jefuits omitted no device, no fraud, that might inflame 
the natives againft them *, even their republican form of 
government was reprefented as big with ruin to the Indian 



f Nothing but the deep deteftation of the Portuguefe could haTe procured 
fuch favour ; for previous to this, the very firft operation of the Dutch had 
difplayed their character. They were dete^ed in oiTeiing money of bafe 
metal for the cargo of the firft Ihip which they loaded with fpicery. Thoie 
who offered it were feized by the natives ; and the fquadron which fird ar- 
rived at Ternate, endeavoured to refcue their countrymen at Java, by force 
of arms, but were repulfed, and compelled to pay the nmfom which the 
natives demanded. 

f He renewed the treaty of alliance with the celebrated Echebar, or 
Akbar, who was now mafter of all India, as far fouth as Vilapor« 

princes. 
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princes. But.the deteftation of the-Portuguefe name was 
deep in India ; and that rooted odium, to which their vil- 
lainies and cruelties had giveiA>irth, and had long nourifli- 
ed, was now felt to militate againft them more than milli- 
ons in arms. Had the general conduct of the Portugnefe 
governors been like that of Albuquerque, had the princes 
of India mourned over their graves, no ftrangcrs had ever 
eftablifhed themielves on the ruin of fuch allies. Though 
repeatedly defeated in war, the Dutch commerce increafed, 
the harbours of India received them with kindnefs, and 
gave them affiftance ; while the friendlefs detefted Portu- 
guefe, though viftorious in almoft every ikirmifh, were 
harailed out and daily weakened. Like beafts of prey in* 
their dens, or mountaineer banditti, they kept their gloomy 
fortrefles, their deftruftion the wifh of the natives, who 
yet were afraid too openly to provoke the rage of thefe 
wolves and tygers. About four years after the arrival of 
the Dutchy the Englifh alfo appeared in India. The 
Dutch, who pleaded the law of nature, without ceremony 
entered the beft harbours, and endeavoured to drive the 
Portuguefe from their fettlements. The Englifh, in 1601, 
under Sir James Lancader, erefted feveral faftories in In- 
dia, but they went to ports open to all, and offered injury 
to neither Dutch, Portuguefe, nor Moorifh fettlement. 
Twenty Englifh fleets made the voyage to India without 
hoflility with the natives, when the Portuguefe Jefuits 
brought on a rupture, which ended in the lofs of the Por- 
tuguefe 
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tugueie military reputation. Every treacherous art which 

the Moors praftifcd againft Gama was repeated by the Je- 

litits^ and the event was the/ame : for he who fights with 

the weapons of fraud, whenever he mifles his blow, ftands 

naked and weakened, and every wound he receives is 

mortal. 

In 1604 Saldanna the viceroy was fucceeded in office 
and languid negligence, by Don Alonzo de Caftro ; and 
on Caftro's death, in the third year of his government^ 
Don Frey Alezio de Menezes, archbiihop of Goa, was 
invefted with the authority, though not with the title of 
viceroy. The patronage of the Inquifition, and the re- 
duAion of the Chriftians of St. Thomas, of Ethiopia and 
Armenia, to the See of Rome, were the fole employ- 
ments of this governor. In 1608, the brave Furtado re- 
ceived the fword of command : he was a foldier ^ and his 
firft ambition was the expulfion of the Hollanders. He 
called the council and principal citizens of Goa, and urged 
them to afiift him in ftriking a deciflve blow, which might . 
ruin the Dutch. His fpeech was heard with joy ; but when 
he had filled the port of Goa with a formidable navy, Ruy 
Lorenzo de Tavora arrived from Portugal, and fuperfeded 
Fortado, in the Third Month of his regency. The only 
circumftance for which Tavora is diftinguifhed is his gene- 
rous acknowledgment, that he thought it was Furtado 
who governed, when he faw fuch warlike preparation, 

and 
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aiKl that he was unhappy to fuperfede fo worthy a gover- 
nor. And unhappy it was for the Portuguefe intereft. It 
was now twelve years fince the Englifh^ and fifteen fince the 
Dutch, had portended the rum of the Portuguefe ; yet, ex- 
cept the armament of Furtado,^ no regular plan had ever 
been concerted for the expulfion of fuch formidable rivals. 
About this time, captain Beft, In a large Englifh fhip, and 
captain Salmon, in a bomb-ketch, lay near Surat -y Nunno 
de Cundo, with four large galliots, and twenty-five fri- 
gates, part of the armament prepared by Furtado, was 
feat by Tavora to take or deffaroy them. The Mogul had 
an army at this time upon the ihore. The beach and the 
eminences were covered with fpe£lators. And now thofe 
who had deemed the Portuguefe invincible at fea, with 
aftonifhment beheld nine and twenty fhips vanquifhed and 
put to flight by two veflcls *. And a few days after, Tho- 
mas Befl, in a harder confllA, was again vi£lorIous. Don 
Hierome de Azevedo, whofe cruelties in Ceylon difgraced 
the name of man, in i6i 2 fucceeded Tavora in the viccroy- 
fhip of India. In every view of importance, the hiftory 
of Portuguefe Afia terminates with his government. And 
the occurrences of his regency are flrongly charafleriftic, 
not of a falling, but of a fallen empire. 

The 



* An Indian, who had been aboard the Englifli (hips, told Nunno that 
they had not above a week*s provifion, and that he had nothhig to do but 
to prevent them to take in frefli water. Nunno replied, that betoouUnai 
Jpinda wtcfs proviftont upon b'u own men to purcbafe a viHory that mi^bt It gained 
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The moQ: fearlefs infolence and treachery were now the 
chara£teriftics of the Portuguefe commanders on every fta- 
tion. Pereyra, captain of the fort of Mombafia^ treache- 
roully bribed the Cafres to murder the king, whofe head 
he fcnt as a trophy to the viceroy Azevedo. The iniblence 
of Don Luis de Gama brought the hoftilities of the Turks 
and Perfians upon Ormuz and the adjoining territories. In 
Ceylon^ the common foldiers robbed the natives at plea- 

fure. 



in an hour. And in the fame high Tpirit he Tent Canning, an Englifh priib- 
ner in his cuftody, to help his countrymen to fi^t, boafting, that b* wvdi 
foontaktbim again with more company. As Nunno advanced, with red banners 
difplaycd, Beft weighed his anchors, and began the fight in the centre of 
the four Urge galliots ; and Captain Salmon, in the bomb ketch, behaved 
with equal courage. Withington, a writer of king James's time, thus men- 
tions the engagement : " Captain Salmon, of the bomb ketch, the Ofian- 
^ dcr, was like a Salamander amid the fire, dancing the hay about the 
" Portuguefe, friflcing and playing like a falmon." The Portuguefe wri- 
ters aicribe thefe vi^orics to the excellence of the Englilh and incapacity of 
their own gunners^ Soon after, however, the EngUlh commerce in In- 
dia greatly declined. The Dutch pretended that their hodilities in India 
were in revenge of thd Spanifh tyranny in the Netherlands, Portugal 
alio bowed down beneath the fame cruel yoke; yet this, in the 
Dutch logic, was her crime ; and thus, becaufe the Portuguefe groaned 
under Spaniih oppreflion, the Spanish oppreffion in the Netherlands 
was revenged upon them. The truth is, the Portugueic fettlements were 
tittle regarded by Spain, and the Dutch intruded upon them as the 
ftronger boais in a German forefl (houldcr tiie weaker ones from the 
bed fall of acorns. Though beat off by the hetdfmen, the ftronger 
boars perfift and return ; fo the Dutch perfided, till they iccured poC- 
feflion. Every thing, howevei, was dilfercnt in the firft fettlement of the 
Englifli. The Author of the Hifioirt Philofipbifui^ \^c, feems to decry the 
policy of their firll captains, who made themftlves mafters of no port, but 
bought their cargoes of the native merchants. But he ought to have owned 
that the hoftilities of the Turks and Moguls, and the treachery of the.lat- 
ter in expelling the £ngli(h fa£tors, rendered retribution juft. But with all 

the 
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iurCf and the commanders added rapes and adulteries ^ till 
the people^ fays Faria, fought refuge among the wild teqfis of 
the mountains i tojbun the more brutal outrage of men* Near 
Surat, a Portuguefe captain, in breach of the peace, togk 
a rich (hip from Mecca, the property of the Mogul, and 
carried her in triumph into the harbour of Goa. Reftitu- 
tion was refufed, and the Mbgul^ whofe docnuiion was 
VOL. I. N now 



tbe/ov /r«V of a M»teriaUft, the Boj^Uh perceived, %& be, that great rich- 
et tmddita^ he acquired •without great htjufiice ; and that to attain the advantages 
cajoled bfthe Poitiigneie and Dnu^, thty niu(t aHb adopt their meafares, 
and eftablifli thcmrelres by force of arms. But James, he adds, as if he con* 
demned fuch narrow policy, was too pufillanimous, and too much engaged 
in eontiovccfial divinity, to allow warUke operatioos. The treaty of the 
Engiilh with the potent king of Perfia, however, he mentions »$ an efToit 
of great political wifdom. But Sir D. Cotton's embafly into Perfia, m the 
Clarendon State Papers, Vol. I. p. 36. fol. throws another light upon this 
afiair. The treaty with Perfia was the idled ftep the £ngli0) could pofli^l/ 
have taken. According to thts authentic record, the great monarch of 
Perfia appears little better than a captain of Italian banditti ; and his prime 
miniHer, raifcd from the meaneft ftation, as a greater ibuffier and villain 
than hisroafter. The treaty with Perfia, indeed, alarmed the Mogul, the 
Portogueft, and the Dutch, and brought hoiUHties upon the Engliih, which 
the pufillanimous James would not aJlov them to puoiih as juilice required. 
But it was not two months together in the mind, nor was it in the power 
of the tyrant of Perfia to give any c0eAual afliftance to the Engliih. A Per* 
fian ftruck JUord Shirley, the Spphi's ambaflador, in the prefcnce of James, 
and each charged the other with impoflnrc. The king of Perfia and his 
minifier did nothing but fcniple the credentials fent from England, and en* 
deavour to extort prefents. While James thus ^mufed himfe^f with his 
Perfian negodation, as fagacious and fruitiefs as thofe he held with the 
court of Spain and tlie Prince Palatine, the commerce of his Mje^ Ian- 
gnUhed in India. Hopelefs 0/ any help from Perfia, they entered into a 
kind of partnerfhip in fome of the Dutch fettlements. But when the Hol- 
lander found his opportunity, the Engliih of Amboyna and oth^r phieea 
experienced i9Juries and cruelties which are yet uoatoned, and which fftf 
many years rendered them of little or no cenfequence in the faft. 
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now extended from the kingdom of Delhi to the confined 
of Calicut, detained all the Portuguefe (hips in his harbours ^ 
and^ together with his tributary the king of Decan, laid 
iiege to Damam, Chaul and Bacaim, and defolated the 
country around. Even the unwarlike Chinefe were exaijpe^ 
rated, and the humUe fubmiffion of the Portuguefe to new 
and fevere laws, preferved their continuance at Macao. la 
1606, a Dutch fleet had blocked up the mouth ef the Ta- 
gus, and prevented the annual fupplies to India ; and their 
ptower was now greatly increafed in the Eaft. The natives 
in hatred of the Portuguefe, in every part favoured them : 
the kings of Achem and Ternate often aflifted them with 
powerful armies againft Malaca and the Maluccos^ and the 
Hollanders were now frequently viftorious. While the 
eaftern world was thus in arms againft the Portuguefe, in- 
furrcftions among themfelves raged in every fettlement« 
While the goldfmiths and mercers of Goa had a bloody en* 
gagemetit, the peace officers robbed the ihops of both par- 
ties. An armament of feven fhips and 250 foldiers was 
found ncccflary to fopprcfs the murderous tumults at Me- 
liapor. In the tumults of Chaul, Bacaim, Trapor, and 
Tana, fome of the Portuguefe were almoft daily flaughter- 
ed by each other ; and while they were murdering one ano- 
ther in Ceylon, the natives iflued from the forefts and 
mountains, and reduced them to the greateft extremity^ 
lago Simaens, for fervices rendered to the emperor of Mo- 
nomotapa, had received a grant of all the mines of that 
country in favour of the king of Portugal, and had built 

fome 
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fome forts on the river Zambeze. To enfore his fuccefs, 
he iblicited a reinforcement from the viceroy, which was 
ient under the command of Fonfeca Pinto, a lawyer. But 
this reinforcement turned their arms againft Simoens, and 
brought him and his fettlement to utter ruin. Fonfeca, who 
was ient as judge to Mozambique, enriched himfelf by the 
moft flagitious aAs of injuftice aud tyranny f, an example 
whkh was followed by his fucceilbrs, who without jhe au- 
thority of Azevedo, condemned an officer to the gibbet, 
and alternately imprifoned each other. 

By conceffions and prefents the viceroy had now purchaA 
ed peace with the Mogul, who influenced by the arts of the 
Jefuit Pereyro, interdiAed commerce with the Englifli a^d 
Dutch ; and the Portuguefe merchant fhips which were de- 
tained in his harbours were relieved. During the laft thir- 
ty years, the ftrengthand commerce of the Turks had con- 
iiderably increafed on the coafts of Arabia {. Their trade 
N 2 with 

t He even foU the provifioos^ unpleaients, itid mining tools which he 
carried to Simoent, whom he accufed to the emperor as a tebel againft th« 
viceroy, and urged the emperor to kill Um. He feized the lands of Simoens, 
and ibid bis flaves and eiledt. He dcpoied Rny de Meb, governor of Mo- 
zambique, and alio feized his eftate, which he appropriated to himftlf. 
Melo was acquitted at Goa. lago de Cunha, another lawyer, was app<rint- 
ed to authority eqnal with Fonieca, with command to raftore Melo. When 
they arrived, they imprifiooed Fonfeca, but ao officer named Onerra reliev- 
ed him, and impriibned Cunha. And he, as Fonfeca had done, bribed his 
keepers, and eicaped to Mombafla, where Meb then vras. Melo and 
Cunha now failed for Mozambique, and Fonieca with immenie wealth fled 
to Goa ; but Guerra, who remained, was tried by Cunha, and ezecv^. 

§ By Xhu i:.creafe, the cuftoms of Ormux and MafcaW were gr^ly* re* 
duced. Vid, Jtd.ria, fub Ann. i6x6. 
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with the ports of the Mogul was great, and ico&fidersiUc 
quantities of the jM'oduce of India were now again fent to 
Europe bf Egypt and Conftantinople. Tlie fubje^ of the 
Mogul refiifed commerce with the Englifh, and the Turb 
had o^ed hoftilities to Sir Henry Middleton in the Red 
Sea. Middleton therefore appealed to the force of arms^ 
but he did not aft as a pirate. He feized fome Mogul veC* 
fels near Aden, but for the Indian traffic which he took 
from them, he gave them foil value in Englifh goods, ac- 
cording to the eftimation of the Baft, profoffing that he 
only defired an equitable commerce. Fearful of fuch rivals^ 
Azevedo fitted out a fleet of eight ihips, fome of 8, fome 
of 6, 5, and 400 tons, befides 60 frigates, and fome fly 
boats. But after a faint attack, Azevedo withdrew ; and 
though often braved by the Englifh, reinforced only with 
four veHels, to the deeper afionifhment of India, he de- 
clined the combat, and fufiered the enemy, unmolefted, ta 
proceed homeward with loaded fliips. 

Nor was Miranda, the admiral- of the feas of Malaca, 
more profperous. After a hard engagement with a great 
fleet of Achem, he was totally defeated f by a Dutch fqua- 
dron of eight veilels. Tb^ trade with China was now an-* 
nually interrupted by the Dutch, who, not fatisfied with 
the route by the Cape of Good Hope, had now pafled the 

flraits 

f So completely was he defeated, tliat he efcaped to fliore with only fix 
men.' 
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ftraits of Magdlaoi and opene d a trade with Japan f . A 
Portwgaefc adventurer, named Sebaftian Gonfalez Tibao $, 
who, by betraying the Indian princes who favoured him^ 
eftabliflied himfclf in Sundava, was there proclaimed king, 
and became an independent monarch. Confcious that the 
king of Arracam, his late ally, whom he had treacheroufly 
deferted when inTaded by the Mogul, would meditate re- 
venge, he fent an embafly to Azevedo, to whom he ofier- 
cd alliance, and proposed a war with the king of Arracam. 
Allured by Tibao's report of the immenfe treaTurcs of that 
prince, Azevedo, contrary^ fays Faria, to all laws human 
and divine, concluded the defired treaty witk the renegado, 
and invaded Arracam* But here alfo the Portugueie arms 
were difgraced, and Tibao, deprived of every foot of ter- 
ritory, was reduced to his original meannefs* Even more 
unfortunate was Philip de Brito e Nicote. By the mod un- 
grateful treachery to the king of Tangu and other Indian 
princes, he alio had raifed himfelf to the fovereign power, 
had been proclaimed king of Pegu, and his name was the 

terror 

4 This coaatiy was cUTcoTered by the Portuguefe, who opened a trade 
frith it, about 1543. 

5 This adventurer went to India aprirate foldier. He deferted from the 
ienrice, and became a feller of fait in Bengal. His profits incrcafcd, till he 
finnd huafelf maAer of a fquadron of ten veflels, with which he commenc- 
ed piratical wars ; and haying aiTumcd regal power, he extended his territo- 
ries, and made treaties with the neighbouring princes. The king of Arra- 
cam, threaUfled with an invafion from the Mogul, entered ii^to a league with 
llbao. But, bribed by the Mogul, he fuffercd his army to pafs him ; and 
while the Moguls plundered one part of the rich kingdom of Arracam, he 
piondered the dtics of the other dde. 
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terror of Siatn and the neighbouring regions. The king of 
Ava, in revenge of his vaflal the king of Tangu, with an 
army of 120,000 men, and a fleet of 400 veflels, laidfiege 
to Brito in his ftrong fort of Siriam. Azevedo in hope 
that he might prove an aufpicious ally, fent an armament 
6f five galliots to the fupport of Brito ; but Brito, ere its 
arrival, was overpowered, after a brave defence %» His 
wife and foldiers were maimed and fent into ilavery ; and 
he himfelf and his male kindred were impaled pn the ramr 
parts of his garrifon. 

Such were now the civil iniiirreAions, fiich the wars § of 
the Portuguefe ; the fpirit of Azevedo's treaties are even 
more charaAeriftic. Won by Middleton's gallant behavi- 
our, and regardlefs of the viceroy^s refentment, the Mor 
gul contrary to the late treaty, not only admitted the £ng^ 
lifh to free^icommerce with his fubjeAs, but tl^e Engliih 

admiral 



I Brito had no powder to repel the enemy, an oflicer whom he had fent 
Mith money to porphaie that article having never retnmed. He was iropaU 
cd with his face to his houfe, and liyed two days, fays Faria, in that dread- 
ful oondition. 

$ Though under the iamc monarch, the Spanifli governor of the Philip- 
pine ifles fent a party of men, in 1603, who, in de6ance of the remonftraii- 
ces and th resits of the Portuguefe commander, huUt a fort at the port of 
FinaL Some years after, however, the increafe of the Dutch power indhi- 
ed the governor of Manilla to folirit the afliflance of Azevedo, to expel the 
Dutch from the Maluccos. But the viceroy could only af!brd an armament 
which confided chiefly of tratifported felons. And thefe wholly delerted 
ere they came to aAion. The admiral having, contrary to his orders, tou^ 
ed at Malaca, gave tbem the final opportunity. 
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admiral was entertained, by his order, with all the fplen- 
dour of eaftem pomp. The Zamorim, the king of Cochin, 
and the king of the little ifhiid of Paru, prepared for hof- 
^ties4 Azevedo fcnt rich prefcnts, and begged for peace; 
the prefents were accepted, but the moft contemptuous 
pretencesexcufed delay, and the conditions were never fet- 
tled. An embafly, with rich prefents, was fent to Abas Xa, 
king of Perfia, who meditated the conqueft of Ormuz ; but 
this was alio treated with (com, and the Perfians, af&fted 
hf the Englilh, foon after wrefted Ormuz and its territory 
from the Portuguefe. Idle, undetermined treaties^ were 
renewed with the Mogul, and tranfaded with the king of 
Siam, who would not confent to expel the Englifh from 
Ills harbours. The reafons he urged fpeak the deepeft con- 
tempt : he excufed the hoftilities of the queen of Patane, 
his Taflal, by faying Ihe was mad ; an4 he liked the Englifli, 
he faid, becaufe they were ufefiil te him, and (hewed him 
great refpeA. The prince of Pandar, a kingdom of Cey- 
lon, though the Portuguefe had lately murdered an ambaf- 
fador from his neighbour the king of Candea, fent propofals 
of peace and ofiered tribute to the viceroy ; but finding the 
Portuguefe lefs formidable than he had efteemed, he recant- 
ed ; and Azevedo concluded the treaty, on condition of on- 
ly one half of the tribute firft propofed. But the mott con- 
temptuous treatment is yet unmentioned. The king of Ava, 
alarmed at the treaty with Siam, and apprehenfive of re- 
venge for the death of Brito, fent an embafly to the viceroy 
^zevedo accepted his propofab, an4 Martinho de Co(hi 

Falcam, 
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Falcam, his ambafiador, went to ratify the treaty at the 
court of Ava. But the monarch's fears^ and the reputati- 
on of the Portuguefe valour, were now no more. After 
many days fpent by Falcam in vain foUcitations for an au- 
dience, the hour of midnight was at laft appointed. In the 
dark he was brought to an apartment, and in the dark alio 
was ordered to deliver his embafiy, for the king, they faid, 
was there, and liftened. He delivered it, and received no 
anfwer. Tet, though this haughty illence told him he had 
been talking to the walls, Fakam ftill meanly foiicited to 
fee the fovereign ; and the former refined contempt was 
renewed. A day, and a place in the ftreet were named, 
where Falcam might fee his majefty as he rode out on his 
elephant. The day came, but the king never deigned 
turn his eye to the place where the ambaflador ftood. 
And Falcam, thus loaded with the moft contemptuous dis- 
grace, returned to Goa. 

On a voyage to Dio, Azevedo fell in with four Englifli 
vefiels. He held a council of war, and it was refdved not 
to fight, bccaufe the ftate of India, (houkl victory declare 
againft them, could not fuftain the lofs of the large galleon 
in which the admiraji failed. Such was the poverty of the 
Portuguefe cuftom-boufes in the Eaft ; and the exchequer 
of Liibon received an equally fmall and precarious revenue 
from the Compiny of Merchants who were the proprietors 
of th6 goods brought to Portugal. In fome of the laft fif« 
teen years, not a Portuguefe fliip failed from India to Eu- 
rope-, 
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rope; and hadf of thofe which Tentured out, were either 
taken by enemies, or, havhig failed late in the feafon, were 
deftfoyed by tempeft. 

While thus degraded and broken down^ the Spanifli 
court completed the ruin of the Portuguefe Eaftem empire. 
The expence of the fupplies, lately fent againft the Dutch 
and Engliih, far exceeded the taxes of the Company, reap- 
ed by Spain ; and Azevedo receiyed an order from the 
court of Madrid, to diipole of every employment, of every 
oflGIce under him, by public fale, that money might be raid- 
ed to iupport his government. We now need add few cir« 
cumftances more, for the hiftory of the fall of the Portu- 
guefe empire in Aiia, is here eflentially complete. 

While the Indian ftate was fo poor, that it could not 
afibrd to riique the lofs of a fingle galleon, Azevedo the 
viceroy was immenfely rich. As he complained one day 
of the great lofles fuftained by his trading veileis, near the 
latter part of his reign, one of his officers told him he was 
ftill worth 4 or 500,000 ducats. To this he replied, lam 
JliU nvorib more than thatfum in cattle onlj. 

Though the miniftry of Spain feemed to have abandon- 
ed India, they beheld the fuccefs of the Dutch with great 
refentment. Becaufe he had not defeated the Dutch and 
Engliih, Azevedo was recalled, was ftripped of his riches, 

and 
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and condemned to a dungeon, in which he * ended his 
life, and in which he was maintained by the Jefiiits, ^^ 
afterwards honourably buried him : a debt, no doubt, of 
gratitude for the fervices which he had rqidered that fo- 
c^ety in India^ 

Even deeper declenfion followed die reign of Azevedo. 
The numerous Portuguefe forts, almoft every were ftrip* 
ped of territory, had been long fuffered to fall into decay j 
for their commanders were only intent on their own iiid* 
den aggrandifement. Shipwrecks and dreadful tempefts adr 
ded to the xxiiferies of the Portuguefe : and the moft remarkr 
able Events of the government of John Count de Redondo, 
who in i6i 7 fuperfeded Azevedo, are the £blemn£ifisheld 
at Goa, In feme of thefe, the citizens lay day and night on 
the floors of the churches, imploring the divine mercy, in 
the deepeft and moft awful filence, while not a found wa^ 
Jo be heard in the jnournful ftreets. 

Though Azevedo was punifhed for not defeating the 
Dutch and Englifh, fo little regard did Spain pay to India^ 
that Heman de Albuquerque, who after Redondo govern^ 
cd for three years, never received one letter from the court 
of bis fovereign. In 1622, Don Francifco de Gama fail- 

ed 

^ To the innances of Azevedo's cruelties already mentioned, let another 
be added. He ufed to amufe himfelf and his foldien, by throwing his pri« 
loners over the bridge of Malvana, to fee the crocodiles devour them. The 
crrtodilcs, fays Faria, were fo ufed to this food, that they would lift theif 
beads above water and crowd to the place, at the fight of the vi^Ums. 
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%d Stom lifbon with four ihips, and' the commiffion of 
viceroy. Oq his yoyage, the three veflels which attended, 
coQtemptuoufly left him ; and, to faye himfelf from a Dutch 
(quadron, he burned his own fhip on the coaft of Mozam- 
bique, from whence in a galliot he proceeded to India, 
After a regency of five years, in which he neither execut- 
ed nor planned one a^ion of the fmalleft confequence, he 
refigned the gpvemment to Don Luis de Brito, the bifhop 
of Cochim. Malaca, again befieged by the king of 
Achem, was again reduced to the deepeft diftrefs ; but the 
bifhop would fit out no armament to its relief; jealous, it 
was thought, left the commander of it ihould be appomt- 
ed viceroy. On the bilhop's death, which happened after 
his having benumbed every bufincfs of ftate for near two 
years, the writs of fuccefl;on were opened, and two go- 
vernors were found named, one for the civil, the other for 
the military department, ^ut fo vague were the terms of 
expreffioui that two gentlemen of different names claimed 
the fword of command. The difpute was fubmitted to the 
council of Goa, and Alvarez Botello was declared gover- 
por. By a vigorous efibrt he relieved Malaca ; but he fell 
foon after in an engagement where the Hollanders were vic- 
torious ; and Malaca was again invefted by the neighbour- 
ing princes, ai&fted by a fquadron of twelve Dutch Ihips. 
Mozambique, Ceylon, various forts of the Moluccas and 
on every coaft of India, were alternately loft and recover^ 
ed, were again repeatedly attacked by the enemy, and at 
laft finally abandoned by the Portuguefe. In 1632, unde^ 

the 
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the viccroyalty of the Count dc Linarezi Our Burtfean 
enemies^ fays Faria^ roved over thefeas vnthtmt o^p^tionj took 
many ofourjhips^ and ruined our trade. They alfo every f»bir0 
tncenfed the Indian ^nces againft us ; for we tad no agent at 
any of their courts to vindicate our cau/e. Yet, deep as fiick 
declenfion appears, lanarez, on hb return to Europe, pre- 
iented the king of Spain with a hat-band, and the queen 
with a pair of pendants, a gift valued at ioo,oco crowns. 
In 1639, while another archbiihop of Goa was governor, 
a fquadron of nine Dutch veflels rode in triumph in the 
river of Goa, and burnt three galleons in the harbour, 
without oppofition ; for the fort, fays Faria, was deftitute 
both of ammunition and men. In 1640, the kingdom of 
Portugal, by one of the noUeft efibrts upon record, threw 
off the yoke of Spain ; and the Portuguefe in India ac- 
knowledged the duke of Braganza as their fovereign. And 
in 1642, a viceroy was fent to India by John IV. But 
though the new monarch paid attention to India, and 
though the Englifh, during their civil wars, abandoned the 
commerce of the Eaft, the Dutch were now fo formidable, 
and their operations fo well conneAed, and continued, that 
every exertion to recover the dominion of India was firuit*> 
lefs and loft. Soon after the civil wars, the Englifh arofe 
to more power and confcquence, than even the Dutch, in 
Afia ; and many of the Portuguefe merchants became their 
agents and naval carriers. Towards the end of the feven- 
tecnth century, the court of Lifbon tamedTts ^attention to 
the Brazils, and neglected India. A fuccefiion of viceh>y9 

Was 
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was however continued ; but of all their numerous fettle- 
ments on every coift of the eaftem world, the ports of Goa 
and Dio in India, and the ifle of Macao in the bay of Can« 
ton, only remain ift the pofleflion of the Portugueie. And, 
according to the information procured by the abbe Reynal 
(who publilhed his Hijtoire Phihfophique, is^c, about ten 
years ago) two fmaU veflels, often Chinefe, once in the 
year carry Ibme porcdaine to Goa and Dio : but thefe 
muft touch at Surat and other ports to complete their re* 
turn of filks and fptcery. And one ihip, with a poor car- 
go, partly fiirnifhed by the two floops of Macao, and partly 
purchafed from the Englifli, fails once in the year from 
Goa to Lifbon. Such is the fall of that Power, which 
once commanded the commerce of Africa and Afia, from 
the ffaaits of Gibraltar to the eaftem fide of Japan. 

But Dio and Goa are unrivalled ftations ; and the ifland 
of Macao, on the coaft of China, is a pofleffion of the ut- 
moft value, a pofleffion which might be envied by the firft 
power of Europe. Would the Portugucfe abolifh the In- 
quiCtion of Goa, fays Reynal, and open their ports upon 
liberal principles, the Portuguefe flag might again flow 
triumphant over the eaftem ocean. But though this flou- 
rifh cannot be realifed, while the power of the Britifh and 
Dutch continue, there is a wide and favourable field open 
for the increafe of the Portuguefe Indian commerce ; and 
a beginning that promifes future importance has already 
taken place. In 1773} the late king of Portugal new- 
modelled 
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modelled the government of his Aiiatic fettlements^ By 
the new * laws the power of the governor is altered, and 
the title of Viceroy is changed to that of dptain General. 
The Inquiiition of Goa, formerly more dreadful in its 
cruelties than even that of Portugal, is utterly abolifhed ; 
and about fix or fevenveflels are now annually cleared from 
Lifbon for India, but the commerce of thefe fleets is a 
Royal Monopoly^ and regulated in the fame fjfnrit by which 
the trade to Brazil is now, and has always been, con- 
dudted and governed. 

The hiftories of wars, from the earliefi times, are much 
alike ; the names of the countries ravaged, the towns de- 
ftroyed, and captains flain, are different ; the motives and 
conduA of the oppreflbrs, and the miieries of the opprefled, 
are the fame. Portugal railed the firft commercial em- 
pire of the modem world \ the hiflory of her £ite there- 
fore opens a new field for the moft important fpeculation; 
The tranfa£Uons of the Portuguefe in India are peculiarly 
the wars and' negociations of commerce, and therefore of- 
fer inftniftions to every trading country, which are not to 
be found in the campaigns of a Caefar or n Marlborough* 
The profperity and declenfion of foreign fettlcments, rc- 
fulting from the wifdom or errors of the fupreme power 
at home, from the wifdom or imprudence, the virtues or 
vices of governors abroad ; The fhipendous effefts of un- 

* For which fee the NtHidas^ in the Appendix. 

fbined 
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ftained honour and faith ; The miferable ruinous embar- 
raiSnents which attend difhoneft policy, though fupported 
by the greateft alnlities in the field or in the council ; The 
uncommercial and dreadful confcquences of wars unjuftly 
provoked, though crowned with a long feries of viAories ; 
The ielf-deftruftive meafures, uncommercial fpirit, and in-> 
herent weaknefs of defpotic rule; The power, affluence, 
and ftability which reward the liberal policy of humane go^ 
Temment ; in a word, All thofe caufes which nourifh the 
infancy, all thofe which as a fecret difeafe undermine, or ' 
as a violent poifon fuddenly defVroy the vital flrength of a 
commercial empire ; all thefe are developed and difplayed, 
in the moft exemplary manner, in the hiftory of the tran- 
fa£Hons of Portuguefe Afia. 

And all thefe combine to afcertain the great principles 
upon which that ftupendous Common Wealth the Britifh 
Eaft India Company muft ezifl ar fall. The commerce of 
India is of moft efiential value to the Britifh nation. By 
the Indian goods diffaibuted over Europe, the eflential ba- 
lance of trade is preferved in our favour. But whether the 
Indian commerce fhould be conduced by an Excluiive 
Company, or laid open to every Adventurer, is the qud^ 
tion of the day, a qucftion of the very firft importance 
to the Britifh empire. And to this qucftion the ex- 
ample of the Portuguefe is of the firft confequence. 
Both in the Senate, and in the works of fome poli- 
tical Writers, thfa example has been appealed to; an 

exafl 
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czaA knowledge of the comincraal principles of Portn* 
gaefe Afia is tbaeEotc highly neccflaiy ; particularly, if 
the moft grois mifreprdentations of it have already been 
g^en, with the pcofiefled view of infloendng the LegiUb- 
tore. And an authenticated ftate of the principles of the 
Portugneie Afiatic coounercet were it only to guard us 
againfl the vifionary and dvigtroas fchemes of Theory, 
cannot but be of Ibme utility to that nation which now 
commands the commerce of India. 

Tbrougbo^t the foregoing Hifiory of Portuguefe Afia, 
the charafteriAics and principles of the Portuguele mili- 
tary and commercial government, have been dated and 
authenticated* But a retrofpe£l will be neceflary, to bring 
the Portuguefe example decifively home ; and ieveral fa^, 
as for their proper place, have been hitherto reierved for 
the following 
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When Gama arrived in India, the Moors, great mat 
ters of the arts of traffic, were the lords of the eaftern 
feas. They had ftttlements on every convenient ftation, 
from Sofala to China ; and though under different go- 
vernments, were in reality one great commonwealth. 
They clearly forefaw what injury their trade would fut 
tain, were Europeans to become acquainted with the Aiia- 
tic icas. They exerted every firaudful art, that not one 
man of Gama's fleet might return to Europe. And when 
thefe arts were defeated, with the moft determined zeal 
they commenced f hoftilities. 

Garrifbns and warlike fleets were now abfolutely neceC- 
fary to the exiftence of a naval commerce between Eu- 
rope and Aiia. And on the return of Gama, Cabral was 
fent with an armed fleet of thirteen .veflels. His commif^ 
fion was to make alliances, to eftablifh forts and factories, 
and to repel hoftilities. His commiffion he executed, and 
the commanders who fucceeded him greatly extended the 
Portuguefe fettlements, which were reduced by Albu- 
querque into a regular plan of empire. 

VOL. I. O To 

t To tlie above let it be ^ded, that the Soldan of Egypt, and the Grand 
Turk, for near a century, continued their (Irenuous efibrts for the utter 
expulfion of the Portuguefe. 
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To increafe the population and riches^ and thence the 
ftrength of the mother country, by the exportation of her 
domeftic manu&AureSj raifed from the domefttc ftaples, 
is the great and only real advantage of foreign fettlement.. 
But this was not underftood by the Portuguefe. To raiie 
% revenue for the king his mafter was the idea of Albu- 
querque. And the ftupendous fabric which he raifed does 
his genius immortal honour : for it mufl be remembered^ 
that even had he underftood the domeftic advantages of a 
Free Trade, it was not in his power to open it. The king 
of Portugal was fole merchant, every fa£lory was his^ and 
the trafHc between Portugal and India was, in the ftriAeft 
fenfe, a Regal Monopoly. There was zfpecies of free trade 
indeed allowed in the eaftern feas ; but from this the mo- 
ther country received no benefit ; and the principles upon 
which it exifted, naturally produced the fall of the Portu- 
guefe eaftern empire. We need not repeat its piratical 
anarchy. The greateft and moft accomplifhed of the Por- 
tuguefe governors faw its fatal tendency, and every method 
Was attempted to reftrift and render it infamous. 

The tribute of the vaflal princes, the territorial levies, 
and the duties of the various cuftoili*hou(es» produced un- 
der fome governors a confiderable revenue. But how mi- 
fcrably obvious is this fyftem to every abufe ! The foregoing 
Hiftory demonftratcs how, period after period, it fell into 
deeper and deeper diforder. The yearly falary of Almeyda, 
the firft viceroy, was only 15,000 rials (/. e. 1041/. 13/. i\J. 

fierling) \ 
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fterling) ; about fourfcore or an hundred years after, the 
falary and profits of three years viceroyalty amounted to 
about one million and an half of ducats. Faria y Sdufa has 
given, from the archives of Portugal, an exaft lift of all 
the fhips cleared from Portugal for India, from the dif^ 
covery of Gama to the year 1640 f. During the firft fifty 
years, which was the moft flourifhing period of Portuguefe 
Afia, only nine or ten vefieb failed yearly from Portugal 
for India. And firom that period to the end of the Spanifh 
ufurpation, only one or two vefiels carried the annual traf- 
fic of India to Portugal. 

Befides the mifconduA which naturally refults from that 
worft of all monopolies, a Regal one, many were the other 
circumftances which included the future ruin of the Por- 
tuguefe. 

O 2 The 

f From the commencement of the Indian commerce under Cabral, in 
1500, to the death of the great Caftro, in 1548, 494 Aiips bailed from Lif- 
bon for India, of which 41 were loft on the voyage. On an average, there- 
fore, about 19 fliip$ in each two years arrived in India. As many of thefe 
were war Ihips, ient to continue in the Eaft, we cannot fnppofe that, 
making allowance for (hipwrecks, more than five returned annually to Por- 
tugal. From 1548 to the acceffion of Philip, 173 failed from Liflx>n for 
India, of which 17 were loft. The yearly average is therefore near five 
ihips fent, and the return, as above proportioned, about three. During 57 
years under the crown of Spain, only 285 failed for India, whereof only 236 
arrived, Some years not one ihip failed, either from Lifbon to India, or 
from India to Liftx>n. At this period, fay all our authors, the (hips were 
moftly overloaded, and failed at improper feafons, by which means many- 
were loft, and many were taken by the Dutch and Englifh. And thus, 
upon an average, at leaft, from about the year 1616, not more than three 
veilcls m ^cb two years arrived at LiA>on. 
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The vague terms of the viceroy's commiffion {far fvhicb 
fa the Appends) and his arbitrary power, from which 
there was no appeal to any body of laws of fuprcme au- 
thority, naturally produced the unjuft wars, the infolence^ 
cruelty, and fcarlefs rapine of the Portuguefe governors 
and their dependent officers. 

From every circumftance it appears, that the courts of 
Lifbon and Madrid never confidcred the commerce of In- 
dia as an objeft worthy of their attention. Sovereignty 
and revenue were the advantages they expected, and en- 
deavoured to find in the Eaft. 

Every hiftorian of Portuguefe Afia complains of the iud- 
den recalls of the viceroys ; and the ftated term of three 
years viccroyalty is moft apparently abfurd and ruinous. 
Every hiftorian of thefe tranfaflions mentions It as the ge- 
neral praftice, that the new viceroy flopped and reverfed 
every preparation and plan of his predeceflbr. 

Though no veflTels but thofe of his majefty carried the 
commodities of India to Europe^ a contrabtod traffic of 
the officers and failors had been, moft affiiredly, of the 
earlieft commencement. By a ftatute paflcd in 1687, it 
appears that the viceroys had formerly obtained the privi- 
lege for themfelves, and of granting licences to others, to 
carry certain articles and quantities of their own private 
traffic, on board of his majefty's vedels, to Portugal. 

When 
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When this grant commenced, we have not been able to de- 
tennine. Certain it is, however, that it muft have been 
mentioned, had it been in eziftence when Caftro, Ataide, 
and other viceroys exerted the moft ftrenuous efforts to 
difcourage the mercantile purfuits of the native Portu« 
goefe. Were we allowed to venture a conjeihire, we 
would place this exclufive grant to the viceroy and his crea- 
tures in the reign of John IV. who made a faint and vain 
endeavour to recover the dominion of India. And it outrages 
probability to fuppofe it older than the extraordinary but 
uncertified emoluments recorded as given by Philip IL to 
the viceroys of India* Whenever it commenced, how- 
ever, in 1687 the legal right to this private traffic was abo- 
IMhed i but the contraband praAice, which certainly began 
with the firft voyage of Cabral, was as certainly continued. 

The Exclufive Company of Merchants, who in 1587 
contraAed to fit out the Indian fleets, appear to have had 
little influence in the afi[airs of India. The power of the 
viceroy and the piratical anarchy were ftill predominant. 
While only one or two failed annually for Portugal, the 
floops and other vefiels employed in the trade of the pri- 
vate adventurers amounted to a confiderable number. 
Captain Beft met a trading fleet of 240 Portuguefe vefiels 
on the coaft of Cambaya : and when the Mogul declared 
war againft the Portuguefe, in 161 7, the number of their 
vefiels, detained in his harbours, {vid. Far, fub ann.) was 
209* Yet were the adventurers in this trade liable to eve- 
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rjr inconvenience ufually iiifiered by fmugglers and free- 
booters. It is true they carried the commodities of Ethiopia 
and the coafts around Ormuz, to Malaca and China i and 
in return diftributcd the produfts of the eaftem over the 
wcftcrn ihores of the India ocean* But they had no cer- 
tain proteAion of their property, and they were fiirroundcd 
with monopolies. The viceroys and commanders of forts 
had monopolies of their own in every ftation between 
Ethiopia and China. And it is eafy to conceive how their 
creatures muft have lorded it over all thofe who dared to 
interfere with ihcir profits. To render a foreign trade 
profpcrous, the honeft merchant muft have every poffible 
encouragement. If it is eafy to acquire an handfome inde- 
pendence in an honourable channel, the fons of men of 
property and of connexions will adventure ; and where ca- 
pital ftock and real abilities are beft rewarded^ commerce 
muft greatly increafe. Ifon the other hand, the merchant 
is fettered with dijQiculties, only men of defperate fortune 
will fettle in a diftant climate. And thefe, confcious of the 
reftraints under which they labour, confcious that they 
have much to gain and little to lofe, will, in the nature of 
things, be folely influenced by the fpirit of the mere adven- 
turer ; by that fpirit which utterly ruined the Portuguefe in 
India. 

Each of the fleets which failed annually from Lifbon to 
India, carried out, upon an average, about 3000 men. 
Very few of thcfe ever returned to fettle in Portugal. 

They 
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They married in the Eaft^ and became one people with the 
deicendants of thofe Portuguefei who, at various periodsi 
liad fettled and married with the natives, in the numerous 
colonies of Fortuguefe Aiia. Their great commonwealth, 
in the beginning of the feventeenth century, was a mere 
anarchy, and its revenue of fo little value to the mother 
country, that Philip UL abandoned India in the moft ex- 
traordinary manner : he made an ediA, that every office 
under the government fliould be fold by public fale, an 
ediA that merit ihould be negle£led, and that only the moft 
worthkfi and rapacious ihoukl be entrufted with the afiairs 
offtate. 

THE APPLICATION 

Of the example of Portuguefe Alia cannot be better 
enforced than by an examination of the popular arguments 
relative to the Britlih commerce with India. A recent 
writer on the nature and caufes of the wealth of nations^ has 
ftood forth as the phllofophical champion for the abolition 
of the monopoly of the Engliih United Eaft India Compa- 
ny. His arguments may be reduced to thefe four pofi- 
tlons. 

I. Exclufive Companies are in every refpeA pernicious. 

II. In the Portuguefe commerce with India, for more 
than a century, there was no exdufive company \ iuch 

monopoly 
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monopoly is therefore unnecefTary for the fupport of 
the Indian commerce. 

III. Under a Free Trade, faftors will fettle in India of 
their own accord, and every commercial accommo^ 
dation of felling and purchafing cargo will natu-* 

rally follow. 

IV. Where forts and garrifons are abfolntely neceflary, 
thefe will be heft under the immediate protection of 
the fovereign, under whofe care his native fnlijefb 
will find themfelves perfeBlyfafe and eafy. 

The fable of Procruftes, and his iron bed, was perhaps 
defigned by the ancients to fignify a fyftem builder and his 
fyftem. The reader will foon be enabled to form his own 
judgment on the juftice of this explanation. 

The firft poiition is thus maintained by our Author ; 
^< Of all the expedients that can will be contrived to Jlunt 
** the natural growth of a new colony, that of an exclu- 
« five company is undoubtedly the moft effeftual." Vol. 
ii. p. 171. 

Having diftinguifhed monopolies into two kinds, our 
Author thus concludes his* chapter; *< Such exclufive 
«« Companies, therefore, are nuifances in every refpeB^ al^ 
M ways more or lefs inconvenient to the countries in which 

<' they 
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«* thcf arc cftaWiflicd, and dcftniaivc to thofc which 
« have the misfortune to fall under their government." 
Vol. ii. p. 256. 

Thus, and throughout our Aothor^s whc^e work, mo- 
Aopolies are reprefcntcd as always, every where, and in 
every refieB pernicious. Yet when feme hiftorical fafts, 
and the manners of nations, are put in the other balance, 
the fcale, loaded with thcfe affcrti<ms, will inftantly fly 
up and kick the beam. 

However fome meil may declaim, there was a time when 
the founding of abbeys and monafteries was the moft poli- 
tical method by which the monarchs of Europe could in- 
troduce civilization among their barbarous fubjcfts. And, 
however ill adapted to the prefent times, that old mono- 
poly, the inftitution of corporations, was at one period 
highly political, and abfolutely neceflary to fupport infant 
commerce againft the furrounding oppreffions and uncom- 
mercial fpirit of the fcodal fyftem. The commerce of the 
Hans towns began not only with incorporated companies, 
but alfo with a general flipulated league of thefe compa- 
nies, for fiich union was abfolutely neceflary to proteft the 
infancy of their naval commercial intercourie againft the 
numerous bands of favage pirates, who at that time infeft- 
ed the Baltic, the Danifh, and the German feas. 

When 
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ever fo deep a Theorift as to take upon himlelf the enor- 
mous and uncertain expence of conquering and bridling dit 
tant and warlike nations, in order that, after enriching 
tbemfelves with the commerce of fuch countries, his fub- 
jeAs might be better enabled to pay what future taxes he 
might think proper to impofe upon them. 

The fecond pofition afcribed to our Author is deduced 
from thefe fentences : ** The Portuguefe carried on the 
<< trade both to Africa and the Eaft Indies, without any 
<< exclufive Companies." Vol. ii. p. 248. 

« Except in Portugal^ and within thefe few years in 
«« France, the trade to the Eaft Indies has, in every Eu- 
<< ropean country, been fubjeAed to an exdufive Compa- 
« ny/* Vol. ii. p. 242. 

<' That fuch companies are not in general necefiary for 
** carrying on the Eaft India trade, h ftjfficiently demonfiraied 
« by the eMpertence of the Portuguefe, who enjoyed al- 
^ moft the whole of it for tmre than a century together^ 
" without any exclu/ive Company.'* Vol. ii. p. 246. 

In political philofophy an exdufive Company and exdufive 
Trade are exa£Uy the fame. Our Author himfelf gives the 
very worft of charafters of a Regal Monopoly; but it 
feems to have been utterly unknown to him, that fuch 
ever w;^, and is, the Portuguefe commerce between Eu- 
rope 
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rope and India ; utterly unknown to himi that the Por* 
tuguefe free trade in the Indian feas was a difgrace to 
commerce, was ruinous in every principle, was efteemed 
in£mious, only fit for felons, in the days of the Portuguefe 
proiperity; and in order to its fuppreffion, was taxed 
greatly beyond the trade carried on by the natives. The 
continuance or abolition of the Eaft India Company is a 
matter of the firft importance. If either method be 
adopted ixfoafalfe principles, the confequences will be fe- 
verdy felt. We fhall therefore claim fome merit in hold- 
ing up a confpicuous example to future philofophers, how 
imprudent it is to truft to the felf-fufficiency of/peculation^ 
when, on the moft important topics, they appeal to hi£- 
toricai £i£b as a fugiaent demonfiration of the eaie and fafety 
of their theoretical ichemes. 

The third pofition afcribed to our Author will be found 
at great length in his Fourth Book. In Sweden and Den- 
mark he owns that the encouragement of a monopoly was 
ncceflary to their trade with India. But where monopo- 
lies are neceflary, fuch countries, he fays, ought not to 
trade dire&ly to the Eaft Indies. He takes it for granted, 
that the fmallnefs of the national capital (iock, which can- 
not be rpared in the flow returns of fo diftant a trade, 
produces this neceSIty. And it were better, he adds, for 
fuch countries to buy their Indian goods <' ibmewhat dear- 
" er" from other nations. But when a nation is rich 
enough to trade with India, a free commerce, according 

to 
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to our Author^ would naturally fpring up in the moft beau* 
tiful order. He ftates the objedion of the impoflibility of 
a private merchant's capital being able to fupport bAors 
and agents in the different ports of India } to which he 
thus replies, (vol. ii. p. 246.) " There is no great branch 
*< of trade in which the capital of any one private mer- 
<< chant is fufficient for carrying on all the fubordinate 
" branches, which muft be carried on in order to carry 
<< on the principal branch. But when a nation is ripe for 
« any great branch of trade, fome merchants naturally 
<^ turn their capitals towards the principal, and fome to- 

«( wards the fubordinate branches of it If a nati- 

« on therefore is ripe for the Eaft India trade, a cer- 
« tain portion of its capital will naturally divide itfelf 
<< among all the different branches of that trade. Some 
<< of its merchants will find it for their intereft to refide in 
<< the Eaft Indies, and employ their capitals there in pro- 
*< viding goods for the fhips which are to be fent out by 
<« other merchants, who refide in Europe." 

When this fcheme of commerce with India cannot be 
effeAed, it is a proof, according to our Author (p. 247.) 
that fuch country, at that particular time, was not ripe for 
that trade j and had better buy their Indian goods, " even 
*« at a higher price," from other nations. But had the 
Portuguefe, Dutch, and Englifh, waited for fuch theoreti* 
col rtpcnefsf they had never yet fet one foot in India. 

In 
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In the moft fnvourabk* view of fuch eftablifliment of 
connnerce with the great world of Afia, its perfection can- 
not fpring up in a few years, and would be always preca- 
rious. When the Moors were in force, fuch peaceful ef- 
tabliihinents were impoffible, for they knew their prefent 
intereft too well to liften to the promifes of European fpe- 
culation ; and the prefent charaAer of the Indian nations 
gives no prophecy when forts and garrifons will become 
nnnecefiary to the European refidents in India. Our Au- 
thor feems aware of this, in the fentence which immedi- 
ately follows the lafl cited, and which vindicates the fourth 
pofition into which we have divided his argument. 

But it will be here neceflary to give a fhort Analyils of 
the great principles of our Author's fyftem. 

The wealth of nations, he fays, arifes from labour ; 
the value of which, he often tells us, is only to be 
fixed by the higgling of the market. That fhare of 
land^rent which is claimed by the fbvereign, is his fa- 
vourite fource of revenue. And were every fubje£t al- 
lowed a free trade too, the whole nation would be en- 
riched, and this fource of revenue, of confequence, 
greatly enlarged. But monopolies of all kinds, hjjiunt- 
ing the ufe of flock and the confcquent increafe of 
riches, Jlunt the fources of revenue. Monopolies are 
therefore every where and in every rcfpcft prejudicial 
to fovereign and people. As the fovereign is chiefly in- 

terefled 
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terefted in the fiouriifhing ftate. of the land^vnt reveime» 
it is moft likely to flourifli under his care. And aver and 
above as the population of foreign colonies muft eidarge 
the above natural fource of rerenue^ for all other fources 
are round about ; fo the peculation of foreign colonies is 
the chief end of colonization* 

From this analyfis, which challenges the ferereft teft^ 
the propofitioa to put the forts and territory of Britifli 
India into the hands of the fovereign, naturally follows. 
We fhall give it in our Author's own words : 

" The fcttlcmcnts, fays he, which different European 
** nations have obtained in the Eaft Indies, if they were 
«' taken from the exclufive C3ompanics to which they at 
« prefent belong, and put under the immediate prote£tion 
** of the fovereign, would render this refidencc" (i. e. of 
the voluntary unconneBed adventurers before mentioned) <* both 
** fifi and eafy^ at leaft to the merchants of the particular 
^ nations to whom thofe fettlements belong/' 

But ere we examine this bold propoiition, our Author's 
great obje^ons againft the Dutch and Englifh Eaft India 
Companies require our previous attention. «* Thcfc, fays 
*« our Author, though poffcffed of many confiderable fet- 
<< tlements, both upon the coaft of Africa and in the Eaft 
« Indies, have not yet eftablifhed in either of thofe coun- 
^ tries fuch numerous and thxiving colonies as thofe in the 

<< iflands 
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<< iflands and continent of America, (p. 247.) .... In 
<* the Ipice iflands, the Dutch burn all the fpicery which 
*' a pienti^l feafon produces^ beyond what they expe6): to 
*' diijpofe of in Europe with fuch a profit as they think 

*' fufficient They have reduced the population of 

«* feveral of the Moluccas. Under the government even 
*« of the Portuguefe, however, thofe iflands are faid to 
«' have been tolerably well inhabited. The Englifh Com- 
^' pany have not yet had time to eftablifh in Bengal fo 
«* perfectly deftruftive a fyftem. The plan of their go- 
«* vemmcnt, however, has had cxaftly the fame tendcn- 
« cy. It has not beeo uncommon, I am well affured, 
" for the cbief, that is ihRjirft clerk of a faftory, to order 
•* a peafant to plough up a rich field of poppies, and fow 
«* it with rice of fome other grain. The pretence was to 
" prevent a fcarcity of provifions j but the real rcafon to 
" give the chief an opportunity of felling at a better price 
<< a large quantity of opium, which he happened then to 
" have upon hand. Upon other occafions the order has 
<* been reverfed, and a rich field of rice or other grain 
^< has been ploughed up, in order to make room fof a 
*« plantation of poppies." p. 250. And thus, as our Au- 
thor exprcHTes it, p. 253, Monopolies "^tfi//// the natural 
" growth of fome parts, at leaft, of the furplus produce 
«* of the country, to what is barely fufficient for anfwer- 
<< ing the demand of the Company." 

VOL. I. P Our 
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Our Author's abhorrence of commercial purfuits, ahcf 
his keen predileAion for land rent revenue, are ftrongly 
marked* in the following fentence : ** A Q)mpany of mcr-' 
^< chants are, it feem^> incapable of coniidering them- 
<* felves as fovcrcigns, eveti after they have become fuch* 
«< Trade, or buying in order tc fell again, they ftill con- 
^* fidcr as their principal buiinef^, and by a ftrange ab^ 
« furdify, regard the character of the fovereign as but an 
*^ appendix to that of the merchant, as femething which 
•« ought to be made fubfervient to it, or by means of 
«« which they niay be enabled ta buy cheaper in India^ 
" and thereby to fell with a better profit in Europe. 
^^ They endeavour for thb purpofe to keep out, as 
«* much as poflible, all competitors. • . . Their mercantile 
« habits draw them in this manner, almoft neceffiu-By^ 
«« though perhaps infenfibly, to prefer, upon all ordinary 
^ occaiions, the little and tranfitory profit of the monopo-^ 
<* lift, to the great and permanent revenue of the fove^ 
^ reign,** p. 252. 

Such are the evils which attend the Dutch and Englifh^ 
£aft India Companies : The advantages which would fol- 
low, were fuch monopolies to be abolifhed, and the fo-^ 
vereign to be fole matter of Indian acquifition are thcfc t 
all his fubjeSs, who pleafed, might turn their ftock W 
the commerce of India. By fuch means, the population* 
of the colonies, and, of confequence, the regal fhare of 
tUeir revenue, would be greatly increafed. 

And 
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And thus, according to our Author, commerce is of 
▼crj inferior confequence ; and the importation of the So* 
vereignH revenue the very fummum honum of the political 
wifdom of colonization. But thefe very fufpldcus data 
demand a much deeper inveftigation than our Author has 
beftowed upon them. In many places he expreflcs the 
moft cordial afieAion for the kingly power. Bccaufe it is 
the fovcreign's intereft that his colonies fhould profper, 
he fiippofes, therefore, that colonies, if under his imme- 
diate proteftion, will and muft ♦ flourifli. And becaufe 
a monarch, at the head of a {landing army, may defpife 
the rudeft and moft licentious libellers, he concludes, 
p. 311. that a ftanding army is propitious f to the caufe 
of Liberty. That perfection of wifdom, magnanimity, 
and attention, which is moft eftentially implied in thefe 
fuppoiitions, is not, however, to be found in a Succes- 
sion of monarchs. No, not in an individual fovereign, 
if we may believe an ailertion v;hich has efcaped from our 
Author, p. 441. <* The fervants, fays he, of the moft 
<* carelefs private perfon, are, perhaps, more under the 
" eye of their mafter, than thofe of the moft careful 
" pruicc.''. 

P 2 When 

* This argument, abfolutely eflential to bis fyftcm, is fupported by our 
Author, Vol. ii. p. aji, &c. &c. &c. 

f What a pity it is, that France and Spain have never found o«it this fe- 
aet ! What arbitrary impriibnments might be avoided, and what czpenca 
of legions of fpies might be iaved, could they perceive oar Author's advan« 
tages of a (landing army. 



« 
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When the Portuguefe Indian conunerce was fanned^ 
by a Company of merchants, in 1 587, about 87 years 
after its commencement, the Regal monopoly was altered, 
not abolifhed ; for this commerce was continued, accord- 
ing to every idea ever known in the Spanifh or Portuguefe 
colonies. It was carried on in a limited number of Re- 
gifler fliips ; and the fovereign authority of the Indian^ 
viceroys was dill predominant. Our Author confefles^ 
p. 171. that the commerce of regifter fhips is ** very 
** nearly upon the fame principles as that of an excta/ive com** 

pany/* And certainly, with refpeft to his fyftem, they 
are exactly the fame. In defcribing the management of 
trade, where it is the fole property of the fovereign, our 
Author has given, though very undefignedly, a very accu- 
rate Iketch of the regal monopoly of Portugal. Talking 
of the mercantile purfuits of princes ; ^ They have fcarce 
" ever fucceeded, (fays he» p. 414.) The profiifion 
<< with which the affairs of princes are always managed, 
<< renders it almoft impoffible that they fhould. The 
** agents of a prince regard the wealth of their mafter as 
" inexhauftible ; are carelefs at what price they buy ; arc 
«* carelefs at what price they fell 5 are carelefs at what cx- 
*^ pen^e they tranfport his goods from one place to ano- 
•* ther. Thofe agents frequently live with the profiifion 
« ofprinqes, andfometimes too, in fpite of that profiifion,. 
'« and by a proper method of making up their accounts^ 
'f acquire the fortunes of princes. It is thus, we are tdd 
" by Machiavel, that the agents of Lorenzo of Medicis, 

^ not 
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^ not a prince of mean abilities, carried on his trade." 
And thus, alfo, the corrupted viceroys of India conducted 
the trade of the kings of Portugal. 

But it may be faid, the confequences of the above are 
inapplicable, for a regal monopoly of revenue, and not of 
trade, is our Author's fyftem. His fyftem is held forth as 
fuch indeed, yet we apprehend its confequences would be 
the fame. A hoftile country, of vaft extent, bridled and 
awed, and the revenue of an immenfe territory, governed 
by the troops and officers of a diftant fovereign, is fome- 
thing exceedingly like the Portuguefe plan. The confe- 
quences of the Portuguefe fyftem, therefore, require our 
ftri£left attention. 

The Portuguefe viceroys, it may be faid, were arbitrary, 
and governed by no code of known laws : and the officers 
of a Britifh fovereign will not be armed with fuch power. 
Yet our Author is of opinion that the fervants of the In- 
dia Company ajfume fuch power, and that it is completely 
fxlijh to expeft they would not. Monopoly, he fays, is 
the intereft of a Company and its fervants. A free trade, 
and revenue is the intereft of a fovereign. But does it fol- 
low, as our Author's argument implies, that fuch is the 
intereft of his fervants alfo ? By no means. We may well 
enquire, what is that wonderful virtue, eflential to our 
Author's argument, which is conferred by the ropl com- 

miffion ; 
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xniiBon; the virtue, which would . correft all the felfifh 
paiEons which influence the clerks of a counting-houfe, 
and would fave the poppies and the rice of Bengal from 
an untimely plough ? ^ If the territory of Britifh India is 
to be the king's, he muft have men in office to manage it 
under him, and thefe will have their private interefts to 
ferve, as well as the officers of a Company. Whence, 
then, are we to expeft their fuperior virtue ? Not, furely, 
from their greater opportunities of extortion, and of evad- 
ing enquiry — But we ihall here adopt a fentence from our 
Author, (vol. ii. p. 253.) only fubftituting the word JCrVr^, 
where he writes Counting Houfe : <« Nothing can be more 
** completely fcoli/b than to expeft that-rfie clerks of a great 
** King, at ten thou/and miles diftance^ and confequently 
*< almoft quite out of ftghty fhould, upon a fimple order 
•* from their mafter, give up, at once, doing any fort of 
** buCneis upon their own account abandon for ever all 
** hopes of making a fortune, of which they have the 
•* means in their hands, and content themfelves with the 
«' moderate falaries which their mafter allows them." — 
Our Author purfues his argument, how the fervants of a 
Company eftablifli monopolies of their own ; and fuch, at- 
tended with every circumftance of unreftrained enormity, 
was the conduft of the crown officers of Portuguefe Afia. 

The fuperior opportunities of extortion and rapine enjoy- 
ed by the military governors of a very diftant and rich 

country, 
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^country, arc fdf-evidcnt. The clerks of a crown office 
have infinitely better opportunities of evading dete£lion» 
and of amaffing perquiiites, than thofe of a compfiny. 
Our Author has already been cited to explain how the 
fervants of a prince abufe their traft. << It is perfectly in- 
f* different,** fjiys he, voL ii. p, 255. «« to the fervants of 
^< the India Company^*' when tliey have carried their 
** whole fortune sj^ith them, if, the day after they left it, 
•« the whoje country was fwallowed up by an earthquake." 
And, in the name of God, will not fuch difafter be equally 
^different to a royal general, or a royal cuftomhoufe offi- 
cer, whenever he finds it convenient to retire from India p^ 

But this is not applicable, it may be faid, to our Au- 
.thor's fyftem, which is to plant colonies, like thofe of 
America, iq India, on purpofe to draw a revenue from 
them I and the profperity of the country wiU then be the 
intereft of the roy^l officers. But a hard qucftion here 
obtrudes itfclf ; JFill it be the defire of fixed Refidents to ex* 
port a revenue^ or to he careful of it ? Though many of the 
Portuguefe were natives of the Eaft, war was their harvcH: \ 
and, like the favages of Louifiana, who cut down the tree 
when they defire the fruit, their rapacity deftroyed the 
roots and fources of revenue. The nature of their fituation, 
explained by our Author in the cafe of Lorenzo of Medi- 
cis, vindicates this afiertion, and every period of Portu- 
guefe Afia enforces its truth. Though all the artillery of 

arguments. 
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arguments, drawn from the abufcs committed if the fcr- 
vants of a company, may thus, with accumulated fbrce^ 
be turned againft the fervants of a prmcc ; arguments of 
deeper import ftill remain. 

Whenever a fociety emerges from what is called the^^ 
herdjiate^ luxuries become its infeparablc attendants. And 
imported luxuries, however negleftcd and undervalued in 
our Author*s eftimate, offer not only a plentiful, bat the 
fafcft mode of taxing the wages of labour, the profits of 
flock, and the rent of land. The induftry of the manu- 
fafturer and hufbandman can never thus be impeded or in- 
jured, which they mod certainly are, for a time, by every 
new tax upon labour and land. The luxuries imported by 
the Eaft India Company have afforded a revenue * which 
has been equal to the land-tax of England. The queftion 
then is, whether would this valuable revenue be diminifhed 
or increafed, w^ere every port open, and every adventurer 
free to fit out what fhipshe pleafed, to traffic with India? 

But were this allowed, what an army of cuftomhouie 
officers, muft there be in waiting at every port of the 
kingdom ? for who knows what port a veflel from India, 
once in feven years, may chufe to enter } What a door 

for 

* The revenue paid by the goods of the company, and the rerenucs of 
tliclr fervants, together with the former annual donation, have been aboTC 
two millions yearly. The land tax falls fhort of two millions. 
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for fmuggUng the luxuries of India would this open ! And 
we need not add, what a diminution of revenue ! 

Befides the great revenue which it pays, the Eaft India 
Company forms one of the moft aftive finews of the ftate. 
Public Funds are peculiar to England. The credit and 
intereft of the nation depend upon their fupport* ; and the 
Eaft India Company is not the leaft of thefe. It has often 
iupported Government with immenfe loans, and its conti- 
nuance includes the promife of future fupport on the like 
emergencies. 

And muft this (lupendous and important fabric be demo* 
lUhedj to make way for an J untried Theory ? 



For 



• •* The credit and the intereft of the nation depend on the fupport 
of the public funds — While the annuities, and intereft for money advanced, 
IS there regularly paid, and the principal infured by both prince and people, 
(a fecnrity not to be had in other nations) foreigners will lend us their pro- 
perty, and all Europe be interefted in our welfare ; the paper of the ^om- 
fanies will be converted into money and merchandize, and Great Britain 
can never want cafti to carry her fchcmcs into execution. In other nations, 
credit is founrded on the word of the prince, if a monarchy ; or on that of 
the people, if a republic; but here it is eftablilhed on the intcreftsof both 
prince and people, which is the ftrongeft fecurity— ** Guthrie, 

f ** In the progrcfs of fociety, additional props and balances will often 
become neceflary. That of pulling down a whole edifice, to ere^ a new 
building, generally ends in the dcftruAion of the community, and always 
leads to convulfions wliich no one could forefee." Su Governor Johnftoac's 
^Thought* on our acquijitiont in tb* Eafl Indiis^ 
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For a free trade, which, while it encreafed our imports 
cd hixuries, would greatly diminiih the revenue which 
arifes from them : 

For a trade which would injure our own f manufa^hircs, 
were the prefent reftridtions abolifhed : 

For a trade which could not be eftablifhed in India for 
many years, and which, perhaps, is in its nature imprac- 
ticable : 

** For a tranfition, which, though poflible, muft be 
«* attended with innumerable difficulties, confidering what 
^< convulHons, even the fmalleft flroke of legiflative au- 
** thority upon private property generally produces, not- 
>* withftanding all the precautions which may be % ufed :" 

For a fyftem, which muft render the fovereign the mi- 
litary Defpot of animmenfe and rich § territory, and make 

him 

f Silks, miifiins, callicoes, embroidery, cottony, toys, and many of the 
Indian manufactures, would greatly injure thoie of this country, were a 
free importation allowed. The woven manufadures of India, imported by 
the Company, arc reftri£lcd to foreign markets. 

\ This fentence in inverted commas is from a pamphlet* entitled, 
Toougbts on our acquifitioHs in ibe Eaji /m&v— written by Governor John- 
Oone. 

§ " The immcnfc power which would be added to the crown, by our 
dominions in the £a(l falling immediately under its management, mufl be 
a ferious consideration, with every one who believes the preponderating 

weight 
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lum tbe fole mafter of an unconftitutional revenue. A 
revenue, whichj in the hands of a corrupt miniflry, would 
eafUy defeat the nobleft check againft arbitrary power pro- 
vided by the Britifli ConfHtution> the right of tax;ition in 
the Houfe of Commons. 

America, paflively fubmiffive at the feet of a junto in 
power, could not, for feveral centuries, afford the means 
of corruption, which India, already deeply enflaved, would 
freely yield, for at leaft a few years. 

In every probability, for only a few years — ^however 
highly our Author may think of the great and permanent 
revenue of the fovereign } and however he may defpife the 
Utile and tranfitory profit of the merchant, we will venture 
to fupport the very oppofite opinions. 

Our Author laments, that merchants will never confider 
themielyes as fovcrcigns, when they have really become 
fuch. Commerce was defpifed, aud fbvereignty was the 

ambition 

weight which that part of the conftitution already poflefles ; and who 
wiihes, at the fame time, to preferve the jaft balance. Every intelligent 
mind muft forefee the immenfe additional influence that would accrue, by 
the command of fuch a numbef of troops, the adminiftration of fuch ex- 
tenfire revenues, and the diipofal of Co many offices. The Author of thefe 
refle^ons Is peiiiiaded, we mig^t expe^the fame efTeOs that followed the 
#innexation of the rich orders of St. lago, Calatrava, and Alcantara, to the 
CTown of Spain ; which, a celebrated Spanifti hiftorian fays, contributed 
more towards enHaving that country, than all the other infidious art&an4 
expedients of Ferdinand and JfabelU." G<w. Jdbmjhiut Tbwgbts l^<. 
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ambition of the Portugueie. Immenfe cxtenilon of domi* 
nion, greatly fuperlor to the fettlements of both the Dutch 
and Engliih, became therefore their objed : and uncom- 
mercial, often unjuft wars, naturally followed this fearch 
for revenue. And this fyftem as naturally produced the 
deepeft ruin. Wars after wars will ever be produced by a 
fovereignty afTumed in a diftant region. The Spanifli me- 
thod of extirpation is the only preventive. Some territory 
is neceflary to fettlements in India. But fuch extenfion as 
would deprefs the grand fyftem of the Indian commerce, 
muft, like the Portuguefe fovereignty, end in ruin. The 
plan of fovereignty direftly leads to war with the jealous 
natives of India. Such revenue, therefore, cannot be 
pcnnaneniy and moft probably will not be great for a length 
of years. Our Author upbraids the India Company, bc- 
caufe their colonics in India are not fo populous and thriv- 
ing as thofe in America. But were the Indian colonies as 
fafc from the natives, as his fcheme of unconnefked fct- 
tlcrs requires ; as populous, and their revenue as gr^ai^ as 
his idea of perfc<Slion may podlbly include, how long would 
he INSURE the permanency of their revenue againft the in- 
terruption of a Revolt or Rebellion^ or fuch colonies them- 
felves from a fudden and final dlfmemhermcnt ? — Alas ! at 
this prefent hour we feel a moft melancholy proof of the 
difficulties and difappolntmcnts of raifing a revenue in a 
diftant country. May God never curfe Great Britain, 
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by fixing her views and hopes on fuch diftant, iUch little 
and iranfitory fupport ! 

If properly watched and defended, if not facrificed to 
the dreams and dotage of Theory, the Grand Machine of 
her Commerce will ever render Great Britain both profpc- 
rous and formidable. In this grand machine the £aft India 
Company forms a' principal wheel. The concentered fup- 
port which it gives to the public credit \ the vaft and 
MOST RATIONAL home //ix which its imported luxuries 
afford, a tax which forms a conjlitutional fource of revenue, 
ever in our own hands, never to be afie^ed by the politics 
of diftant colonies ; the population which it gives to the mo^ 
tber country^ by the domeftic induftry employed upon the 
ftaple f commodities which it exports ; and the eilentiat 
balance of Trade given and fccured by the exportation of 

its 

f The firft fource of the Wealth of Nations, however neglected in our 
Author's edimate, moft certainly confifts in its ftaples ; and the plenty of 
theie, and the degrees of their importance, in adminiflering to the wants and 
4lc(ires of mankind, fix the ifatera/diflercnce between the riches of countries. 
And to this fource, the labour neccffary to fit thefe flaples to their refpc£livc 
ufes, is dependent and fecondary, if the fruit may be called dependent 
on, and fecondary to the root of the tree. It is therefore the great duty of 
the ftatcfnr.an to protcft, dircA, and cherifli the manufafture of ftaples; 
and by making colonies contribute to this purpofe, he produces the natural, 
advantageous, and permanent uie of foreign acquifitios. This, bowever, 
is fo far from being a part of our Author's fyftem, that he even reprobates 
the idea, that the Legiflature (hould give any protedtion or direftion to any 
branch of manufadure. He calls it a power with which no minider can 
fafely he trvJleJ. Vol. ii, p. 36. " It is," he fays, " in fome meafure to direft 
people in what manner they ought to employ their capitals," of which, he 
tells us, p. IS* they are much better judges than any Aatofman or lawgiver. 

Nay, 
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its importSj are the great and permanent confeqnences 
of the conunercial fyftem^ confequences which can never 

arife 



Kay, he even aflerts, p. 37, &e. that were any branch of manofadare, for 
he excepts none, to fall into utter decay, by the freedom of foreign impor- 
tation, the country would loie nothing by it. The manufaAurers, he owns, 
might Ibftain the loft of their tools and f workfliops, but they would imme- 
diately turn their capitals and indnftry into other channels, which would be 
of equal advantage to their country. Nay, farther, goTemment bounty to 
the introduAion of a new manufa^re is hurtful ; for that wiU diminiih the 
jtrenne, and, of coniequence, the national capital, p. 38. 

Thus iays Theory. But let it be a&ed, if branches of our mannfa^Hire 
muftthus, for the good of the nation, be fuflfered to fall into decay, what 
mnft become of the ftaples, for our Author excepts no materials, upon 
which the abandoned manufa£bire was employed ? Their former value muA 
be greatly diminifhed, if ibid unworked to foreigners; and if unfold, anni* 
hilated. And thus the national capital will be moft effedually injured. 
Our Author talks very confidently of the eafe with which individuals will 
find a proper field for their induftry ; but, fiirely, where a number of the 
llai^s are thus reduced, the field for domejlu induftry muft be proportionally 
narrowed ; for it it bard to wiak< bricks voitbotit Jircnv. " Every individual, 
** iays our Author, p. 32. is continually exerting himfelf to find out the 
** moft advantageous employment for whatever capital he can command." 

I Some people are apt to apprehend the greateft inconveniency, from 
fettins a number of artificers adrift in fearch of new employment. But this 
is nothing, according to our Author, who tells us, that ioo,oco foldiers and 
ieamen, difcharged at the peace, immediately found employment. Very 
tiue, for the labourer took to his fpade, the taylor to his needle, the ihoe- 
maker to his awl, and the icaman to the merchant iervice. But were only 
10,000 weavers thrown out of employ, the cafe would be widely altered. 
But the certainty of finding an tmhrnvn employment, fully as advanugeous 
as the branch perfeSly knvwn^ forms a part of our Author's {yiXcm. It was a 
ftUsMotioHy he tells us, vol. ii. p. 136. to defend Portugal, laft war, for the 
fake of its trade. Had that trade been loft, fays he, it wouM tJy have 
thrown the Portuguefe merchants out of bufinefs for a year or two, till they 
found out as good a method of employing their capitals. Some politidaos 
have thought, the more channels of commerce, the more fuccefs ; but our 
Author does not care how many were (hut up; for this good realbn, new 
ones are/«r« to be found. But this is like knocking a man down, becaufe be 
\sfure to get up again. ^ 



Bat 
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«rife from the importation of the greateft revenue. And 
ibon would all thefe advantages be loftj were the India 

Company 

fiut this poHtioo, ablblutely neceflary to our Author's fydem, vre flatly de* 
fiy. There is not only a torpor on the gneneral mind of foch diftriAs a» are 
ignorant of commerce, which requires to be roufed into a^on by thofe of 
fuperior intelligence ; but theie is alfo a ftubbom attachment in fuch minds 
to their ancient ufages, which half a ccntnry can hardly remove. Our Au- 
thor might have ieen both this ftupor and obflinacy (Irongly exemplified ia 
the vaft difficulty of introducing modern agriculture into a certain country* 
Bitrty ** No regulation of commerce, fays he, p. ih, can increafe the quanti- 
« ty of induftry in any ibciety beyond what its capital can maintain.** It 
is our Author's great leading principle, that no nation ought to attempt 
any branch either of manufacture or commerce, till its capital be ripe for 
Tuch bianch ; and till fuch time, it is their intereft, he iays, to buy the ar-* 
tides of fuch branches from their neighbours. But here let it be aflced, how 
is the capital to be increafed in this (late of torpor ? Elizabeth, and ibme 
of her predeceflbrs, imagined that bounties and regulations of commerce 
would roufe to a^ion, and thence to the increafe of capital. At great ez^ 
pence they introduced the manufactures of the continent into their own do- 
minions* And hence England became what (he now is. But a view of the 
fiate of our Author's native country will bting his theory to the fuUeft and 
faireft trial. According to his (ydem, Scotland ought to be the moft flou- 
ii(hiag commercial country in Europe ; for certain it is, and he himfelf of- 
ten tells it, that the trade of North Britain is under much fewer regulations 
and reftridtions than that of England, Holland, or any of her commercial 
neighbours. There was a time, indeed, before and in the (ifteenth century, 
when her Jameies a(rumed the tmfafe trufi of direCling the channels of in- 
du(try ; when they penfioned foreign artificers to fettle in their kingdom, 
and made regulations of commerce. The confequence was, the Scots were 
the maders of their own fiiheiies, and the (hipping of Scotland were then 
greatly fuperior to their prcfcnt number. Soon after, however, our Au- 
thor's plan, that Government (hould leave every fubjedl to the courfe of his 
own induftry, took place, in the fuilcA latitude. And the confequence of 
Government cea(ing to watch over and direct the channels of commerce, as 
fully appeared. The Scottilh navy fell into deep decline ; .and their iilhery, 
perhaps the mod valuable in the § world, was fcized by thofe monopolijh 

the 

^ Of fuch value is this fifbery, that the arrival of the fird fleet of bufles is 
celebrated in Holland with public RJoicings, (imikr to thofe o( the Egypti- 
ans on the overflow of the l<ilc. 
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miffion; the virtue, which would, correft all the felfifli 
paffions which influence the clerks of a counting-houfe, 
and would fave the poppies and the rice of Bengal from 
an untimely plough ? . If the territory of Britifh India is 
to be the king's, he muft have men in office to manage it 
under him, and thefe will have their private interefb to 
ferve, as well as the officers of a Company. Whence, 
then, are we to cxpeft their fuperior virtue ? Not, furely, 
from their greater opportunities of extortion, and of evad- 
ing enquiry — But we (hall here adopt a fentence from our 
Author, (vol. ii. p. 253.) only fubftituting the word JK/jg-, 
where he writes Counting Houfe : <* Nothing can be more 
<< completely fcoli/h than to expeft that the clerks of a great 
** King, at ten ihoufand miles dijlance^ and confequently 
•« almoft quite out of ftght^ fhould, upon a fimple order 
** from their mafter, give up, at once, doing any fort of 
<< buCnefs upon their own account abandon for ever all 
•* hopes of making a fortune, of which they have the 
«* means in their hands, and content themfelves with the 
«* moderate falaries which their matter allows them/* — 
Our Author purfues his argument, how the fervants of a 
Company eftabliih monopolies of their own 5 and fuch, at- 
tended with every circumftance of unrcftrained enormity, 
was the conduft of the crown officers of Portuguefe Afia. 

The fuperior opportunities of extortion and rapine enjoy- 
ed by the military governors of a very diftant and rich 

country, 
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tOKmtTYf are felf-evident. The clerks of a crown office 
have infinitely better opportunities of evading detection, 
;uid of amaffing perquifites, than thofe of a compiiny. 
Our Author has already been cited to explain how the 
fervants of a prince abufe their truft. " It is perfeftly in- 
** different,** IJiys he, vol. ii. p, 255. ** to the fervants of 
^* the India Company^** when Jtbey have carried their 
*< whole fortune mth them, if, the day after they left it, 
** the whole country was fwallowed up by an earthquake." 
And, in the name of God, will not fuch difafter be equally 
jbdifferent to a royal general, or a royal cuftomhoufe offi- 
cer, whenever he finds it convenient to retire from India } 

But this is not applicable, it may be faid, to our Au- 
thor's fyftem, which is to plant colonies, like thofe of 
America, ip India, on purpofe to draw a revenue from 
them ; and the profperity of the country will then be the 
Intereft of the roy^l officers. But a hard quedion here 
obtrudes itfelf ^ JT/// // ie the dejtre of fixed Refidents to ex-, 
port a revenue J or to be careful of it ? Though many of the 
Fortuguefe were ns^tives of the Eaft, war was their harvcft ; 
and, like the favages of Louiiiana, who cut down the tree 
when they defire the fruit, their rapacity deftroyed the 
roots and fources of revenue. The nature of their fituation, 
explained by our Author in the cafe of Lorenzo of Medi- 
cis, vindicates this afiertion, and every period of Portu- 
cuefe Afia enforces its truth. Though all the artillery of 

arguments^ 
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arguments, drawn from the abiifes committed by the fcr- 
vants of a company, may thus, with accumulated force^ 
be turned againft the fervants of a prince ; arguments of 
deeper import ftill remain. 

Whenever a fociety emerges from what is called ihtjbep' 
herdjiatcy luxuries become its infeparable attendants. And 
imported luxuries, however neglcftcd and undervalued in 
our Author's eftimate, offer not only a plentiful, but the 
fafeft mode of taxing the wages of labour, the profits of 
ftock, and the rent of hnd. The induftry of the manu- 
fa(fhirer and hufbandman can never thus be impeded or in- 
jured, which they mod certainly are, for a time, by every 
new tax upon labour and land. The luxuries imported by 
the Eaft India Company have afforded a revenue * which 
has been equal to the land-tax of England. The queftion 
then is, whether would this valuable revenue be diminifhed 
or increafcd, were every port open, and every adventurer 
free to fit out what fhips he pleafed, to traffic with India ? 

But were this allowed, what an army of cuftomhoufe 
officers, muft there be in waiting at every port of the 
kingdom ? for who knows what port a veflel from India, 
once in feven years, may chufe to enter ? What a door 

for 

* The revenue p^ by the goods of the company, and the revenues of 
tlicir fervants, together with the former annual donation, have been above 
two millions yearly. Ihc land tax falls fliort of two millions. 
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for fmuggling the luxuries of India would this open ! And 
we need not add, what a diminution of revenue ! 

Befides the great revenue which it pays, the Eaft India 
Company forms one of the moft aftive finews of the ftate. 
Public Funds are peculiar to England. The credit and 
intereft of the nation depend upon their fupport* ; and the 
Eaft India Company is not the leaft of thefe. It has often 
fiipported Government with immenfe loans, and its conti- 
nuance includes the promife of future fupport on the like 
emergencies. 

And muft this ftupendous and important fabric be demo* 
HQied, to make way for an J untried Theory ? 



For 



• ** The credit and the intereft of the nation depend on the fupport 
of the public funds— While the annuities, and intereft for money advanced, 
is there regularly paid, and the principal infured by both prince and people, 
(a fecurity not to be had in other nations) foreigners will lend us their pro- 
perty, and all Europe be interefted in our welfare ; the paper of the com" 
fames will be converted into money and merchandize, and Great Britain 
can never want cafh to carry her fchcmes into execution. In other nations, 
credit is founded on the word of the prince, if a monarchy ; or on that of 
the people, if a republic; but here it is eftabliflied on the intereftsof both 
prince and people, which is the ftrongeft fecurity-^—" Guthrie. 

\ ** In the progrcfs of fociety, additional props and balances will often 
become neceilary. That of pulling down a whole edifice, to creA a new 
building, generally ends in the dcftruAion of the community, and always 
leads to convulfions wliich no one could forefec." Bee Governor Jobnftoac*s 
tbov^U on our acquijitiotu in tbe Eajl Indies* 
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corruptions be correAed. And happily the Britlfh Parlia* 
ment is poilefTed of the power of fuch infpe£tion and cor- 
rcftion ; and happily alfo fuch authority is the very revcrfe 
of a regal power to raife a foreign revenue : this parliamen- 
tary power is conJiitutionaL 

The Abbe Reynal^ in his reflef^ions on the fate of the 
Portuguefe, informs his reader, that while the court, of 
Li£bon projeAed the difcoTcry of India, and expelled in- 
exhauftible riches, the more moderate and enlightened 
forefaw and foretold the evils which would follow fuccefs. 
And time, fays he, the fupreme judge of politics, haften- 
ed to fulfil their prediAions. He, however, who is ac- 
quainted with the Portuguefe hiftorians, muft perceive the 
errors of this reprefentation. The objeftions againft the 
voyage of Gama, were by no means of the enlightened 
kind. They Were thefe : Nothing but barren defcrts, like 
Lybia, were to be found ; or, if the difcovcred lands were 
rich, the length of the voyage would render it unprofita- 
ble: or, if profitable, the introduction of wealth would 
beget a degeneracy of manners fatal to the kingdom. Fo- 
reign fettlements would produce a depopulation and ne- 
glcft of agriculture ; or, if foreign colonies were neceflary, 
Ethiopia ofiercd both nearer and better fettlements. And 
the wrath of the Soldan of Egypt, and a combination of 
all Europe againft Portugal, completed the prophecy of 
the threatened evils. But it was neither forefeen nor fore- 
told. 



PORTUGUESE ASIA. tdxxxi 

toldf that the' unexampled miicondtt^l of the Portugueie 
vo^ld rovler the moft hicrative commerce of the world an 
h€av7j aad at laft infupportaUe expence on the treafury of 
LUbon or Madrid j nor was it foretold, that the ihamekis 
villainy, the fiuthlefi piracies and rapine of their country- 
men would bring down deftni^lion upon their empire* 
Of the objeAions here enumeratedi few are named by our 
Auth<H*. Nor does the evil of the increafe of wealth, the 
depopulation and negleA of agriculture, which he mentions 
as the confequences of the navigation to India, do honour 
to the political wifdom, either of thofe who foretold them, 
or of thofe who adopt the opinion. The great population 
of Holland ariics from its naval trade } and had the fcience 
of commerce been as well underftood at the court of Lis- 
bon as at Amfterdam, Portugal, a much £ner country, 
had foon become more populous, and every way more fiou- 
rifhing than Holland is now. 

Mines of gold,, though moft earneftly defired, are the 
leaft valuaWe parts of foreign acquifition. The produce of 
mines, like the importation of revenue, neither puts into 
motion, nor cherifhes domeftic induftry. To increafe the 
population of the mother country is the only real wealth ; 
and this can only be attained by increafing the means of 
employment, in fuch manner as will naturally infpire the 
fpirit of induftry. The ftaple commodities of a country 
muft therefore be manufa£bired at home, and from hence, 

agriculture 
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agriculture of neceffity be improved. He, therefore, who 
foretells the negleft of agriculture on the increafe of com- 
merce, foretells an event contrary to the nature of things ; 
and nothing but an infatuation, which cannot at a diftance 
be forefecn, may poffibly fulfil the prcdiftion. To export 
the domeflfc manufafture, and import the commodities of 
foreign countries, are the great, the only real ufes of 
foreign fettlements. But did Spain and Portugal derive 
thefe advantages from their immenfe acquifitions in the 
Eaft and Weft ? Every thing contrary. The gold of 
Mexico aud Peru levied the armies of Charles V. but 
eftablifhed or encouraged no trade in his kingdom. Po- 
verty and depopulation, therefore, were not the natural 
confequences of the difcoveries of Columbus ; but the cer- 
tain refult of the evil pdicy of Spain. We have fcen how 
the traffic of India was managed by Portugal. That com- 
merce, which was the foundation of the maritime ftrength 
of the Mohammedan powers, and which enriched Venice, 
was not only all in the power of the Portuguefc ; but it was 
theirs alfo to purchafe that traffic on their own terms, with 
the commodities of Europe. But fovereignty, with its 
revenue, and not commerce, was the fole objeft of the 
Portuguefe ambition. 

Many have pronounced, that the fame evils which over- 
whelmed the Portuguefe, are ready to burft upon the 
BritiQi empire. Ignorance of the true principles of com- 
merce, that great caufe of the fall of the Portuguefe em- 
pire. 
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pire, does not at prefent, however, threaten the Britifh ; 
nor is the only natural reafon of that fall applicable to Great 
Britain. The territory of Portugal is too fmall to be the 
head of fb extenfive an empire as once owned its authority. 
Auxiliaries may occafionally affift ; but permanency of do- 
minion can only be infured by native troops. The nume- 
rous garrifons of Portugal in Brazil, in Africa, and Afia, 
required more fupplies than the uncommercial feat of em- 
pire could afford, without depriving itfelf of defence in 
cafe of invafion. In the event, the foreign garrifons were 
lofl for want of fupplies ; and the feat of empire, on the 
fhock of one difafler, fell an eafy prey to the ufurpation of 
Spdn. Great Britain, on the contrary, by the appoint- 
ment of nature, reigns the commercial emprefs of the 
world. The unrivalled ifland is neither too large nor too 
fmall. Ten millions of inhabitants are naturally fufHcient 
to afford armies to defend themfelves againft the greateft 
power ; nor is fuch radical ftrength liable to fall afunder by 
its own weight. Neither is nature lefs kind in the variety 
of the climate of the Britifh ifles. That variety in her dif- 
ferent provinces alike contributes to the produftion of her 
invaluable flaples and hardy troops. Won and defended 
from the Mohammedans in wars efteemed religious, the 
circumflances of Portugal, produced a high and ardent 
fpirit of chivalry, whicK raifed her to empire ; but when 
fuccefs gave a relaxation to the aftion of this fpirit, the ge- 
neral ignorance and corruption of all ranks funk her into 
ruin. The circumflances of the Britifh empire are greatly 

different. 
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different Her military fpirit is neither ch^oflxci bf , not 
dependent upon^ caufes which ei^ift in one age and not in 
another. Nor is the increafe of wealth big with fuch evils 
as fome efteetn. Portugal did not owe her ftU to it, for 
ihe was not enriched by the commerce of India. If Great 
Britain ever fuffcr by enormous wealth, it muft be by a 
general corruption of manners. This, however, is infi- 
nitely more in the power of government than the many 
furmife. To remedy an evil, we muft trace its fource. 
And never was there national corruption of manners, which 
did not flow from the vices and errors of government. 
Where merit is the only paflport to promotion, corruption 
of manners cannot be general. Where the wortjilefs can 
purchafe the offices of truft, univerfal profliga(:y muft fol- 
low. Mankind, it may be faid, are liable to be cornipted^ 
and wealth affords the opportunity. But this axiom ivill 
greatly miflead us from the line of truth, if talpen in a ge- 
neral fenfe. The middle rank of men is infinitely more 
virtuous than the loweft. Profligacy of manners is not, 
therefore, the nztural confequence of affluence ; k is the 
accident which attends a vulgar mind, in whatever exter- 
nal fituation. And when vulgar minds are preferred to the 
high offices of church or ftate, it is the negligence or wicked- 
nefs of government, and not the increafe of wealth, which is 
the fource of the national corruption. Some articles oF 
traffic have an evil influence on a people. But neither is 
tUs in juftlce to be charged on the increafe of national 
trade. The true principles of commerce, on the contrary, 

require 
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require tbe reftri^tion of mmj *» and perhaps the prohi- 
bition of ibme articles. And ignorance of the true fpirit 
of congitHercei and negkA in the legiflature^ are therefore 
the real iburces of thefe evik. 

While our popular df ckimers forefce nothing but ruin 
in the increafe of commerce and weakh, thej overlooic, or 
know not| the greateft danger to which foreign acquifition 
lie$ open) and which it even invites. The rapacity of 
diftaot governors^ fo ftrongly exemplified by the Portu- 
gueie, has a dir^ A tendency to the production of every evil 
which can aSefl a coounercial empire. Every governor 
feels two obje& Soliciting his attention, ob]e£ls frequently 
incompatible, at leaft not eafily to be reconciled— the pub- 
lie and bis own private intereft. If iaftitutions cannot be 

devifed 

^ That private vices, the luxury and extravagance of individuals, are pub- 
lic benefit*, has been confidently aderted, yet no theoretical paradox was 
ever more falfe. Luxuries, indeed, employ many hands, but all hands in 
cmpLoyment conduce not alike to the fervice of the flate. Thofc employed 
on the natural ftaples arc of the firft rate fervice; but thofc engaged on 
lux a ties often require materials which contribute to turn the balance of 
trade againd the country where they rcfide ; and as the fale of their labours 
depends upon faihton and caprice, not upon the real wants of life, they are 
apt to be thrown out of employ, and to become a dangerous burthen on the 
commonwealth. Nor is all which is (pent by individuals, gained, as fome 
aflert, by the public. National wealth confifts of the labour of the people, 
added to the value of the materials biboured upon. Every bankruptcy, 
therefore, annihilates the value of as much labour as its deficiency of pay- 
ment amonnts to; and thus the public is injured. Nor is this all ; uhere 
private luxury is cheriOied as a public benefit, a national coimption of man- 
ners, the moQ dreadful political difcafe, will be Aire to prevail, fure to re- 
duce the moft Dourithing kingdom to the mod critical weakneis. 
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devifed to render it the true intereft of governors^ to make 
tbat of the public their firfl care, ftability cannot be pre- 
lerved. The voluntary poverty of Albuquerque and of 
Nunio was nobly adapted to the high and romantic ideas 
of Spanifh honour ; and without doubt had a wide effeft. 
But no government has a right to require fuch an example ; 
and in Britifh India it would be ufelefs and abfurd, for we 
have no vifionary principles, on which it could poffiUy 
operate. He who devotes his life to the fervice of his coun- 
try, merits a reward adequate to his ftation. An eftimate 
of the reward which true policy will give, may be drawn 
from the fate of the Dutch fettlement at Brazil. Prince 
Maurice of Naflau, the general of a Dutch Weft India 
Company, expelled the Portuguefe from one half of this 
rich and exteniive country. ' In reward of his fervice he 
was appointed governor ; but his mercantile matters earneft 
for immediate gain, and ignorant of what was neceflary for 
fiitiire fecurity, were offended at the grandeur in which he 
lived, the number of fortreflcs which he built, and the ex- 
pence of the troops which he kept. They forced him by 
ill treatment to refign, and the ideas of the mere counting- 
houfe were now adopted. The expence of troops and of 
fortreflcs was greatly reduced ; even that of the court of 
juftice was retrenched j in their commerce with their new 
fubjefts, every advantage of the fordid trader was taken, 
and payment was enforced with the titmoft rigour. Cent, 
per cent, was now divided in Holland, and all was happy 
in the idea of the Burgo-maftcrs, the Lords of this colony ; 

when 
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when the Portuguefe, invited by the defencelefi condition, 
and joined by the difcontented fubje£ls of the Datcb, over- 
whelmed them with ruin. Though the States now inte- 
refied themfelves vigoroufly, all the great expence of their 
armaments was loft. Brazil was recovered by the Portu- 
guefe, and this Dutch Weft India Company was utterly 
extinguiihed. 

Nor can we clofe our obfervations without one more. 
Nunio acquired an extenfive territory in India. Haraflcd 
by the horrible wars of their native princes, the regions 
around Goa implored the Portugueie to take them under 
proteftion. And, fafe and happy, while all around was 
ftecped in blood, the territory under the dominion of 
Nunio was the envy and wonder of India. Taught by this 
example, every humane breaft muft warm on the view of 
the happinefs which the Britiih India Company mat dif- 
fufe over the Eaft ; a happinefs which the Britifh f are 
peculiarly enabled to beftow. Befides the many inftances 

of 

f The form of the government, and the national character of the BritiHi, 
peculiarly enable them to diffuie the bleflings which flow from the true 
fpirit of commerce. The Dutch have a penurioofnefs in their manners, 
and a palpable fclfiflmefs In their laws, ill relifhed by the neighbours of 
their fettlements. They want a mixture of the blood of gentlemen ; or, to 

drop the metaphor, they want that liberal turn of idea and fentiment which 
arifes from the intercourfe and converfation of the merchant, with the man 
of property, educated in independence. India, perhaps the mod fertile 
country in the world, has lulfcred more by famine than any other. For 

the thoufands who ha^c died of hunger in other countries, India has but ied 
millions of her fons, who have thus perilhcd. Amazingly populous, the 

failure 
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of Portugude tyrannj and mifconduA already enumerated, 
there was a defeA in their government, which muft ever 
prove fatal to a commercial empire. All the ftupendous 
fabrics of Portuguefe colonization were only founded on 
the fands, on the quick-fands of human caprice and arbi- 
trary power. They governed by no certain fyftem of laws. 
Their governors carried to India the image of the court of 
Liibon ; and againft the will of the ruler there was no ap- 
peal to fuprcme civil power. Confidence in the high jufticc 
of a Nunio may give nations habituated to oppreffion a tem- 
porary fpirit of induftry ; but temporary k muft be, as a 
hafty journey made in the uncertain intervals of a tempeft. 
The cheerful vigour of commerce can only be uniform and 
continued, where the merchant is confcious of prote£lion, 
on his appeal to known laws of fupreme authority. On the 
firm bafis of her laws, the colonies of Great Britain have 
wonderfully profpered, for fhe gave them an image of her 
own conftitution. And even where the government of 
the natives cannot be new modelled, an eafy appeal to the 
fupremacy of civil laws, muft place commerce upon the 
fureft foundation. It is not the fpirit of Gothic conqueft ; 
it is not the little cunning finefle of embroiling the Indian • 
princes among tbemfelves ; of cajoling one, and winning 
another ; it is not the groveling arts of intrigue, often em- 

barrafled. 



failure of a crop of rice i$ here dreadful. It i& the true fpirit of commerce 
to prevent famine, by briu^ing proTifion from one country to another. 
And may thi« tiue fpirit of it be exerted by the Britiih in India ! 
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barrafied^ always flufting, which can give lading fecurity. 
An efiential dedfive predominancy of the juftice of laws 
like the Britifh, can alone iecure the profperity of the mod 
powerful commercial fyftem» or render its exiftence ad* 
VANTAGEOus or evcn SAFE to the feat of Empire. 



THE 



THE 



LIFE OF LUIS DE CAMOENS. 



W HEN the glory of the arms of Portugal had reach- 
ed its meridian fplendor. Nature, as if in pity of the 
literary rudenefs of that nation, produced one great 
Poet, to record the numberleis actions of high ipirit per* 
formed by his countrymen. Except Oforius, the hiftorians 
of Portugal are little better than dry joumalifts. But it is 
not their inelegance which rendered the poet neceflary. 
It is the peculiar nature of poetry to give a colouring to 
heroic actions, and to ezprefs an indignation againft the 
breaches of honour, in a fpirit which at once feizes the 
heart of the man of feeling, and carries with it an inftanta- 
neous convi£Uon« The brilliant aAions of the Portugueie 
form the great hinge which opened the door to the moft 
important alteration in the civil hiftory of mankind. And 
to place thefe actions in the light and enthuiiafm of poetry, 

that 
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that enthufiafm which particularly affimilates the yoathfiil 
breaft to its own fires^ was Luis de Camoensi the poet of 
Portugal^ born. 

Different cities claimed the honour of his birth. But^ 
according to N. Antonio, and Manuel 0>rrea his intimate 
friend, this event happened at Lifbon, in 1517* Hb fa- 
mily was of confiderable note, and originally Spanifh. In 
i37o> Vafco Perez de Caamans, difgufted at the court of 
Caftile, fled to that of lAQyOR^ where king Ferdinapd im- 
mediately admitted him into his council, and gave him the 
lordfibips of Sardoal, Punnete, Marano, Amendo, and 
other confiderable Istnd^ ; st certain proof of the emmefice 
of hh rank and abilities. In the waf Ibr the fucceffioti, 
which broke out on the death of' Perdtiand, Caamatns, 
fidcd with the king of Caftilc, and was killed iii the battle 
of Afjabarrota. But though John I. the viftor, feized a 
gteat part of his eflate, his widow, the daughter 6f Goii- 
fefoTeirfroi, gtaftd mafter of the order bf Chrift, and ge- 
neral of the Portuguefe arniy, was not reduced beneath 
her fatik. She had thi'ee fons, who to6k the name of 
Cartidens. The family of the eldeft inter-married with th« 
firft nobility of Portugal, atid e^en, according to Caftera, 
With the blood royal. But the family of thtf fecond brother, 
whofe fortune was flender, had the fuperior honcfuf to pro-' 
duce the Author of the Lufiad. 

Early 
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toifc from the importation of the greateft revenue. And 
foon would all thefe advantages be loft, were the India 

Company 

But this pofition, abfolutely ncccflary to our Anthor's fyftem, we flatly de- 
tiy. There is not only a torpor on the general mind of fach diftriAs as are 
Ignorant of commerce, which requires to be roufed into a£Uon by thofe of 
fuperior intelligence ; but there is alio a ftubborn attachment in fuch minds 
to their ancient ufages, which half a ointnry can hardly remove. Our An* 
thor might have feen both this ftupor and obflinacy (Irongly exemplified in 
the vaft difficulty of introducing modern agriculture into a certain country. 
But, << No regulation of commerce, fays he, p. U, can increafe the qoanti- 
** ty of induftry in any fociety beyond what its capital can maintain.'* It 
is our Author's great leading principle, that no nation ought to attempt 
any branch either of manufacture or commerce, till its capital be ripe for 
fuch blanch ; and till fuch time, it is their intereft, he fays, to buy the ar^ 
tides -of fuch branches from their neighbours. But here let it be aiked, how 
is the capital to be increafed in this (late of torpor ? Elizabeth, and ibme 
of her predeceilbrs, imagined that bounties and regulations of commerce 
would rouie to a^on, and thence to the increafe of capital. At great ei^ 
pence they introduced the manufa^res of the continent into their own do* 
minions. And hence England became what (he now is. But a view of the 
Aate of our Author's native country will biing his theory to the fulled and 
faired trial. According to his fyflem, Scotland ought to be the mod ilou- 
riibing commercial country in Europe ; for certain it is, and he himfelf of- 
ten tells it, that the trade of North Britain is under much fewer regulations 
and redriCHons than that of England, Holland, or any of her commercial 
neighbours. There was a time, indeed, before and in the fifteenth century, 
when her Jameies afliimed the unfa/e trufi of dire^ing the channels of in* 
dudry; when they penfu>ned foreign artificers to fettle in their kingdom, 
and made regulations of commerce. The confequence was, the Scots were 
the maders of their own fifhcries, and the ihipping of Scotland were then 
greatly fuperior to their prefent number. Soon after, however, our Au- 
thor's plan, that Government fliould leave every fubjcdt to the courfe of his 
own indudry, took place, in the fulled latitude. And the confequence of 
Government ceafing to watch over and direct the channels of commerce, as 
fully appeared. The Scottilh navy fell into deep decline ; .and their fi/hery, 
perhaps the mod valuable in the § world, was fcized by thofe mompoUJ!* 

the 

§ Of fuch value is this fifbery, that the arrival of the fird fleet of buflcs is 
celebrated in Holland with public rtjoicings, iunikr to thofe of Uic Egypti- 
ans on the overflow of the Nile. 
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He now retired to his mother's friends at Santarenc*- 
Here he renewed his ftudies, and began his Poem on the 
Difcovery of India. John III. at this time prepared an ar- 
mament aga-nft Africa. Camoens, tired of his inafbivc 
obfcure life, weiit to Ceuta in this expedition, and greatly 
diftinguifhed his valour in feveral rencounters. In a naval 
engagement with the Moors, in the ftraits of Gibraltar, in 
the confli^ of boarding he was among the foremoft, and 
loft his right eye. Yet neither the hurry of afhial fervicej 
nor the diilipation of the camp, could ftifle his genius. 
He continued his Lujtadasy and feveral of his moft beauti- 
ful fonnets were written in Africa,, while, as he exprefies it^ 

One hand the pen, and one the fword employed. 

The fame of his valour had now reached the court, and 
he obtained permiffion to return to Lafbon. But while he 
folicired an eftablifhment which he had merited in the ranks 
of battle, the malignity of evil tongues, as he calls it in 
one of his letters^ was injurioufly poured upon him. 
Though the bloom of his early youth was effaced by Jeveral 
years relldence under the fcorching heavens of Africa, and 
though altered by the lofs of an eye, his prefence gave Unea- 
finefs to the gentlemen of fome families of the firft rank^ 
where he had formerly vifitcd. Jcaloufy is the charaAe^ 
riftic of the Spanifh and Portuguefc ; its refentment knows 
no bounds : and Camoens now found it prudent to banifh 

himfell 
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himielf from his native country. Accordingly in 1553, 
he failed for India, with a refolution never to return. As 
the fhip left the Tagus> he exclaimed, in the words of the 
fepulchral monument of Scipio Africanus, Ingraia patriae 
non poffidebis ojja mea / Ungrateful country, thou ihalt not 
poffefs my bones ! but he knew not what evils in the Eaft 
would awake the remembrance of his native fields. 

When Camoens arrived in India, an expedition was 
ready to fail to revenge the king of Cochin on the king of 
Pimenta. Without any reft on fhore after his long voyage, 
he joined this armament, and in the conquest of the Ala- 
gada iflands, difplayed his ufual bravery. But his modef- 
ty, perhaps, is his greateft praife. In a fonnet he menti- 
ons this expedition : We went to punifh the king of Pi- 
menta, fays he, efuccedeones bem^ and nve fucceeded welL 
When it is confidered that the Poet bore no inconfiderable 
(hare in the vi£bory, no ode can conclude more elegantly, 
more happily than this. 

' In the year following, he attended Manuel de Vafcon- 
cello in an expedition to the Red Sea. Here, fays Faria, 
as Camoens had no ufe for his fword, he employed his pen. 
Nor was his aftivity confined in the fleet or camp. He vi- 
fited Mount Felix, and the adjacent inhofpitable regions of 
Africa, which he fo ftrongly pidlures in the Lufiad, and 
in one of his little pieces, where he laments the abfence of 
his miftrefs. 

R 2 When ' 
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When he returned to Goa, he enjoyed a tranquiSity 
which enabled him to beftow his attention on his Epic Poem. 
But this ferenity was interrupted, perhaps by his own im« 
prudence. He wrote fome fatires which gave offence, and, 
by order of the viceroy, Francifco Barreto, he was baniflbcd 
to China. 

Men of poor abilities are more confcious of their em- 
barrafTment and errors than b commonly believed. When 
men of this kind are in power, they afieA great (blemnity j 
and every exprciSon of the moft diftant tendency to leflen 
their dignity, is held as the greateft of crimes. Confcious 
alfo how feverely the man of genius can hurt thdr intereft,. 
they bear an inftin Aive antipathy againft him, • are uneafy 
even in his company, and, on the flighteft pretence, arc 
happy to drive him from them. Camoens was thus iituat- 
ed at Goa ; and never was there a fairer field for fatires 
than the rulers of India at this time afibrded. Yet, 
whatever efteem the prudence of Camoens may lofe in our 
idea, the noblenels of his difpofition will doubly gain. And, 
fo confcious was he of his real integrity and innocence, 
that in one of his fbnnets he wifhes no other revenge on 
Barreto, than that the cruelty of his exile fhould ever be 
remcmberedf. 

The 

f CaQera, who always condemns Camoens-, as if guilty of iacrilege, 
when the flighted reproach of a grandee appears^ tells us, " that pofterity 
** by no means enters into the reientment of our poet ; and that the For* 
<< tugueie hiftorians make glorious mention of Barreto, ^o was a man of 
^ true meriu'* The Portuguefe hiftoriftosi however, knew not what true 

merit 
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The accomplifhments and maimers of Carooens fbon 
fband him friends, though under the difgrace of banifli- 
ment. He was appointed comraiilary of the eftates of the 
DefunA in the iiland of Macao, on the coaft of China. 
Here he continued his Luiiad ; and here alio, after five 
years refidence^ he acquired a fortune, though fmall, yet 
equal to his wifhes. Don Conftantine de Braganza was 
now viceroy of India, and Camoens, ddirous to return tp 
Goa, refigned his charge. In a ihip, freighted by himfeif, 
he fet fail, but was ihipwrecked in the gulph near the 
mouth of the river Mecon, in Cochin-China. All he had 
acquired was loft in the waves : his poems, which he held 
in one hand, while he faved himfeif with the other, were 
all he found himfolf pofiefled of, when he ftood friendleis 
on the unknown ihore. But the natives gave him a moft 



metit was* The brutal nacommercial wars of Sampayo are by them 
snentioiied as much more glorious than the lefs bloody campaigns of a 
Nunio, which efiablifhed commerce and empire. But the actions of Barreto 
(hall be called to witoefi for Camoens. 

We have already (een his ruinous treaty with Meale Can, which ended 
in the difgrace of the Portuguefe arms. The king of Cinde defired Bar- 
reto's afliftance to crufh a neighbouring prince, who had invaded his domic 
nsons. Barreto went himfeif to relieve him ; but having difagreed about 
the reward he required, (for the king had made peace with his enemy) he 
burned Tata, the royal dty, killed above 8000 of the people he came to 
proteA ; for eight days he deftroyed every thing on the banks of the Indus, 
and loaded his ve^lels, fays Faria, with the richcft booty hitherto taken in 
India. The war with Hydal Can, kindled by Barreto's treachery, continu- 
ed. The dty of Dabul was deftroyed by the viceroy, who, fbon after, at 
the head of 1 7,000 men , defeated Hydal Can's army of 20,000. Horrid de- 
folation followed thefe victories, and Hydal Can continued the implacable 
enemy of Portugal while he lived. Such was Barreto, the man who exiled 
Camoens! 

humane 



J 



f 
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humane reception : this he has immortalifed in the pro- 
phetic fong in the tenth Lufiadf ; and in the feventh he 
telb us, that here be loft the wealth which fatUfied his 
wifhe^ ; 

Agora da efperanga ja adquirida^ &:c. 

Now blcft with all the wealth fond hope could crave. 
Soon I beheld that wealth beneath the wave 

For ever loft } 

My life, like Judah's heaven-doom'd king of yore. 
By miracle prolonged 

On the banks of the Mecon, he wrote his beautiful pa- 
raphrafe of the pfalm, where the Jews, in the fineft ftrain 
of poetry, are rcprefented as hanging their harps on the 
willows by the rivers of Babylon, and weeping their exile 
from their native country. Here Camoens continued fome 
time, till an opportunity offered to carry him to Goa. — 
When he arrived at that city, Don Conftantine de Bra- 
ganza, whofe chara£teriftic was politenef$| admitted hioi 

into 

I Having named the Mecon : 

£fh recekera piacidot e hremdo^ 
Nofeuregafoo Canto, fuemolbado, &c. 

Literally thus : « On his gentle hofpitable bofom fju brando pceticej fliaU 
he receive the fong/ wet from woeful unhappy fliipwreck, cfcaped from de- 
(Iroying tempers, from ravenous dangers, the t(Cc£i of the unjuft fentence 
upon him, whofe lyre (hall be more renowned than enriched.'* When 
Camoens was commlflary, he vilited the ifkmds of Temate, Timor, dec* 
dcferibed in the Lixfiad. 
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into intimate friendfhip, and Camoens was happy till 
Count Redondo aflumcd the government. Thofe who 
'had formerly procm-ed the banifliment of the fatirift, were 
£lent while Conftantine was in power ; but now they excrt- 
•ed all their arts againft him* Redondo^ whenhe entered 
on office^ pretended to be the friend of Camoens ; yet, 
with all that unfeeling indifferenoc with which he planned 
his moft horrible witticifm on the Zamorim^ hefuffered the 
innocent man to be thrown into the common prifon. Af- 
ter all the delay of bringing witnefies, Camoens, in a pub* 
lie trial, fully refuted every accufation of his conduifl, while 
commiflary of Macao, and his enemies were loaded with 
ignominy and reproach. But Camoens hadfome creditors ; 
and thefc detained him in prifon a confiderable time, tiH 
the gentlemen of Goa began to be afhamed, that a man 
pf his fingular merit ihould experience fuch treatment 
among them. He was fet at liberty ; and again he ailumed 
the profeffion of arms, and received 'the allowance of a 
gentleman volunteer, a character at that time common in 
Portuguefe India. Soon after, Pedro Barreto, appointed 
governor of the fort at Sofala, by high promifes, allufed the 
poet to attend him thither. The governor of a diftant 
fort, in a barbarous country, {hares, in fome meaiiire, 
the fate of an exile. Tet, though the only motive of Bar« 
reto was, in this unpleafant fituation, to retain the con- 
verfation of Camoens at his table, it was his leaft care to 
.xender the life of his gueft agreeable. Chagrined with 
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his treatment! and a confiderable time having dapfed in 
vain dependence upon Barreto, Camoens refolved to re- 
turn to his native country. A (hip> on the homeward 
.voyage^ at this time touched at Sofala, and feveral geiitle<* 
men § who were on board| were defirons that Camoeas 
fhould accotnpany them. But this the governor ungeae* 
roufly endeavoured to {prevent, and charged him with a 
debt for board. Anthony de Cabral, however^ and Hec* 
tor de Sylveyra, paid the demand *> and Camoens^ fays 
Faria, and the honour of Barreto» were fold together. 

After an abfence of fixteen years, Camoens, in I5<%b 
returned to Lifbon, unhappy even in his arrival, for the 
pedilence then raged in that city, and prevented his publi* 
cation for three years. At laft, in 1572, he printed his 
liuilad, which, in the opening of the firft book, in a moft 
elegant turn of compliment, he addrefled to his prince, 
king Sebadian, then in his eighteenth year. The king, 
fays the French tranflator, was fo pleafed with his merit, 
that he gave the Author a penfion o£ 4000 reals, on condi* 
tion that he fhould refide at court. But this falary, lays 
the fame writer, was withdrawn by cardinal Henry, who 
fucceeded to the crown of Portugal, loft by Sebaftian at the 
battle of Alcazar. 

But 

§ According to the Portagucfe Life of Camoens, prefixed to Gedron*s, 
the bed edition of his wotks, Diego de Couto, the hiftoiian, one of the 
company in this homeward voyage, wrote annotations upon the Lofiad, 
under the eye of its author. But thefe unhappily have never appeared in 
public. 
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Bot this ftory of the penfion b very doubtful. Correa, 
and other cotemporary 3iOthon, do not mention it, though 
ibme late writers have given credit to it. If Camoens, 
however, had a penfion, it is highly probable that Henry 
deprived him of it. While Sebaftian was devoted to the 
chace, his grand uncle, the cardinal, prefided at the coun- 
cil board, and Camoens, in his addreis to the king, 
wluch clofes the Lufiad, advifes him to exclude the clergy 
from ftate afiairs. It was eafy to fee that the cardinal was 
here intended. And Henry, befides, was one of thofe 
ilatefinen who can perceive no benefit refulting to the pub- 
lic from elegant literature. But it ought alio to be added 
in completion of his charadler, that under the narrow views 
and weak hands of this Henry, the kingdom of Portugal 
fell into utter ruin ; and on his death, which clofed a ihort 
inglorious reign, the crown of Lifbon, after a faint ftrug- 
gle, was annexed to that of Madrid. Such was the dege- 
neracy of the Portuguefe, a degeneracy lamented in vain 
by Camoens, and whofe obfervation of it was imputed to 
him as a crime. 

Though the great % patron of one ipecies of literature, 
a fpecies the reverfe of that of Camoens, certain, it is that 

the 

I Cardioal Henry's patronage of Learning and leaned men is mentbned* 
with cordial efteem by the Portugue(e writers. Happily tliey alfo tcU us 
vhat that learning was. It was to him the Romifli Friars of the Eaft 
traniinitted their childifh forgeries of inicriptions and mirades (farfimtf 
vfbieb,fee f be note m p. 41$, J He correrponded with them, directed their 
labours, and received the fiift accounts of their fucceis. Under his patro- 
nage 
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the author of the Lufiad was utterly negleAed by Heniy, 
under whofe inglorious reign he died in all the nuTery 
of poverty. By fome it is faid he died in an alms- 
houfe. It appears, however, that he had not even the 
certainty of fubfiftence which thefe houies provide. He 
had a black fervant, who had grown old with him, and 
who had long experienced his mafter's humanity. This 

grateful 

nage it was difcovercd, that St. Thomas ordered the Indians to woifhip the 
Crofs; and that the Moorifli tradition of Pcrimal, (who, having embraced 
Mohammedirm, divided his kingdom among his officers, whom he rendered 
tributary to the Zamorim,) was a malicious mifreprefentation ; for that 
Perimd, havipg turned ChriAian, refigned his kingdom, and became a iponk. 
Sudi was the learning patronifcd by Henry, who was alio a zealous patron 
of the inquifition at Lilbon, and the founder of the inquifition at Goo, to 
which place he fent a whole apparatus of iioly fathers to fuppreis the Jews 
and reduce the native Chridians to the See of Rome. Nor mud the treat- 
ment experienced by Buchanan at Li(bon be here omitted, as it aiibrds a 
convincing proof, that the fine genius of Camoens was the true fource of 
his misfortunes. John III. earned to promote the cultivation of polite 
literature among-his fub]e£ts, engaged Buchanan, the moft elegant Latinit^ 
perhaps, of moderii times, to teach philofophy and the belUs lettra at Lif- 
bon. But the defign of the monarch was foon frudrated by the cardinal 
Henry and the clergy. Buchanan was committed to priibn, becauie it 
was alledged be had eaten fie lb in Lent ; and becaufe, in his early youth, 
at St. Andrew's in Scotland, he had written a fatire againd the Francifcans; 
for which, however, ere he would venture to Lid)on, John had promifed 
him abfolute indemnity. John, with much difficulty, procured bis releafe 
from a loathfome jail, butxould not effeA his redo]:ation as a teacher. Hf 
could only change his prifon ; for Buchanan was fent to a monadery, te 6e 
injlruffed by tbt monks, the men of letters patronifed by Henry. Theie are 
thus chara^terifed by their pupil Buchanan,— ir«v inbumatdsy mc wuUh^fed tmms 
religlonu ignar'u. ** Not uncivilized, not flagitious, but ignorant of every 
religion.** A fatyrical negative compliment, followed by a charge of gro& 
barbarifm. In this confinement, Buchanan wrote his elegant verfion of 
the pfalms. Camoens, about the fame time, failed for India. The blefled 
effeAs of the fpirit which perfecuted fuoh men, are well exprefled in the 
ptovexb, A Spaaiardy frlpt of all hit virtues^ makes a good Fortttgm/e» 
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grateful Indian, a native of Java, who, according to fomc 
writers, iavcd his matter's life in the unhappy fhipwreck 
where he loft his effefts, begged in the ftrects of Lifbon 
for the only man in Portugal on whom God had beftowed 
thofe talents, which have a tendency to ereA the fpirit of 
a downward age. To the eye of a careful obfcrver, the fete 
of Camoens throws great light on that of hb country, and 
will appear ftriftly conncfted with it. The fame ignorance, 
the fame degenerated fpirit, which fufiered Camoens to 
depend on his fhare of the alms begged in the fireets by his 
old hoary fervant, the fame fpirit ^hich caufed this, funk 
the kingdom of Portugal into the moft abjeA vailalage ever 
experienced by a conquered nation. While the grandees of 
Portugal were blind to the ruin which impended over them, 
Camoens beheld it with a pungency of grief which has- 
tened his exit. In one of his letters he has thefe remarkable 
words, ** Em Jim accaberey a vsda, e verrim Udor que fuy 
afeicoada a minho patriae &c/' " I am ending the courfe of 
my life, the world will witnefs how I have loved my coun- 
try. I have returned, not only to die in her bofom, but 
to die with her." In another letter, written a little before 
his death, he thus, yet with dignity, complains : " Who has 
fben, on fo fmall a theatre as my poor bed, fuch a reprefen'- 
tion of the difappointments of fortune ? And I, as if 
ihe could not herfelf fubdue me, I have yielded and be- 
come of her party j for it were wild audacity to hope to 
iusmount fuch accumiilated evils." 

In 
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In this unhappy fituation, ui 1579, in his iixty*{econd 
year, the year after the fatal defeat of Don Sebaftian» died 
Luis de Camoens, the greateft literary genius ever produ- 
ced by Portugal ; in martial courage, and fpirit of honour, 
nothing inferior to her greateft heroes. And in a manner 
fuitable to the poverty in which he died was he buried. 
Soon after, however, many epitaphs honoured his memo- 
ry I the grcatneis of his merit was univerfally confeiled, 
and his Lufiad was tranflated into various languages*. Nor 
ought it to be omitted, that the man fo miierably neglefb- 
ed by the weak king Henry, was carncftly enquired after 
by Philip of Spain, when he aflumed the crown of Ulboo. 
When Philip heard that Camoens was dead, both his words 
and his countenance expreifed his dtfappointment and grief. 

From tlie whole tenor of his life, and from that fpirit 
which glows throughout the Lufiad, it evidently appears 
that the courage and manners of Camoens flowed from 
true greatncfs and dignity of foul. Tho' his p(^(hed con- 

verfation 

* According to Gcdron, a fecond edition of the Lufiad appeared in the 
fame year with the firft. There are two Italian and four Spanifli tranflati- 
ons of it. An hundred years before Caften*s verfion, it appeared in 
French. Thomas de Faria, biOiop of Tai^ in Africa, tranflated it into 
Latin, and piinted it without either his own or the name of Camoens : a 
mean, but vain, attempt to pais his Terfion upon the public as an or^^naL 
Le P. Niceron fays, there were two other Latin tranflations. It is tranA 
lated aUb into Hebrew, with great elegance and ^irit, by one Luzzetto, a 
learned and ingenious Jew, author of fevenl poems in that languige, vsd 
>vho, about thirty years ago, died in the Holy Land. 
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verfation % was often . courted by the great, he appears Co 
diftant from fervility, that his imprudence in this refpeft 
is by fome highly blamed. Yet the inftances of it by no 
means deferve that feverlty of cenfure with which fome 
writers have condemned him* Unconfcious of the feelings 
of a Camoens, they knew not that a careleilhefs in fecuring 
the fmiles of fortune, and an open honefty of indignation, 
are almoft infeparable from the enthufiafm of fine imagi- 
nation. The truth is, the man poflefled of true genius 
feels his greateft happinefs m the purfuits and excurfions 
of the mind, and therefore makes an eftimate of things 
very different from that of him whofe unremitting atten- 
tion is devoted to his external intereft. The profiifion of 
Camoens is alfo cenfured. Had he diflipated the wealth 
he acquired at Macao, his profufion indeed had been cri- 
minal ; but it does not appear that he ever enjoyed any 
other opportunity of acquiring independence. But Ca- 
moens 

Camoens has hot efeaped the fate of other eminent wits. Their igno- 
tant admirers contrive anecdotes of their humour, which in reality difgracc 
them. Camoens, it is (aid, one day heard a potter Tinging fome of hU 
▼crfes in a miserable mangled manner, and by way of retaliation, broke a 
parcel of his earthen ware. " Friend, faid he, you deftroy my verfes, and I 
deftroy your goods." The fame fooiifli ftory is told of Ariofto; nay, we 
are even informed, that Rinaldo*s fpeech to his horfe, in the firfl book, 

Ferma Baiardo ww, Arc. 
was the pafRige mlduoed ; the injured poet replied, *^ I have only broken a 
few baie pots of thine, not worth a groat; but thou had murdered a fine 
" ftanaa of mine, worth a mark of gold." But both thefc fiUy tales are 
borrowed fjom Plutarch's lifeof Arcelilaus, where the fame dull humour is 
told of Philoxenus. " He heard fome brickmakers miftune one of his fongs, 
« and in return he deftrovcd a number of their bricks." 
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moens was unfortunate^ and the unfortunate man is viewed 



-through the dim fhade his fate cafts o*er him : 



A fliade that fpreads its evening darknefs o'er 
His brighteft virtues, while it fhews his foibles 
Crowding and obvious as the mignight ftars. 
Which in the funfhine of profperity 
Never had been defcried— — 

Tet, after the ibiAeft diicuffion, when all the caufes are 
weighed together, the misfortunes of Camoens will appear 
the fault and difgrace of his age and country, and not of 
the man. His talents would have fecured him an apart- 
ment in the palace of Auguftus, but fuch talents are a cuHe 
to their pofleflbr in an illiterate nation. In a beautiful di- 
greiSve exclamation, at the end of the fifth Lufiad, he 
gives us a flriking view of the negle£l which he experienc- 
ed. Having mentioned how the greateft heroes of anti- 
quity revered and cheriihed the Mufe, he thus chara^teri- 
fes the nobility of his own age and country : 

Alas ! on Tago's haplefs fhores alone 

The Mufe is flighted, and her charms unknown. 

For this, no Virgil here attunes the lyre. 

No Homer here awakes the hero's fire. 

Unheard, in vain their native poet fings. 

And cold negledt weighs down the Mufe's wings. 

And 
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And what particularly feems to have touched him 

Even he whofe veins the blood of Gama warms * 
Walks by, onconfcious of the Mufe's charms : 

For 

• The political evils impending over his country, which Camoens almoft 
alone foresaw, gave not, in their fulfilment, a ftronger proof of bis iupelior 
abilities, than his prophecy of Don Francifco de Gama— 

Nem as Filbas do Tejo, que deixajjem 
As uUas dBwreJiHOy e que o cantaffem, 

N» Hymph rf Ta^s JbttU Uente her goiden emknidered nueh^ and ftng of itm^^ 
afibrds of his knowledge of men. Camoens was fuperior to a mean refent- 
ment ; he mod undoubtedly perceived that ignorance, unmanly arrogance^ 
and infignificance of abilities, which 1 8, and 38 years after his death, dii^ 
graced the two viceroyalties of his hero's grandibn. Juflice to the memory 
of Camoens, and even to the cauHrof polite literature itfelf, requires fome 
fliort account of this nobleman, who appears to have treated our author 
with the moO mortifying negle£l. He was named Don Francifco de Gama, 
Count de Vidigueyra. Fa£ls will beft give his charaAer : He had not one idea, 
thatthe elegant writef who immortalized his anceftor had tlie lead title to 
his countenance. Several years after the deat(i of Camoens, he was made 
viceroy of India, by the king of Spain. Here he carried himfelf with (uch 
ftate, fays Faria, that he was hated by all men. When he entered upon his 
government, he beftowed every place in his gift upon his parafites, who 
publicly fold them to the befl bidders. And though Cunnale, the pirate, 
who ha4 disgracefully defeated Don Luis de Gama, the viceroy's brother, 
had furrendered upon the fble condition of life, to the brave Furtado, Cun- 
nale, his nephew Cinale, and 40 Moors of rank, were brought to Goa. But^ 
the Moors were no fooner landed, than the lawlefs rabble tore them in 
pieces, and Cunnale and his nephew were publickly beheaded, by order of 
the viceroy. And thus, fays Faria, government and the rabble went hand 
in hand in murder and the breach of faith. Over the principal gate of 
Goa ftood a marble Qatue of Vafco de Gama. This, in hatred of the grand<» 
ion, the enraged inhabiunts broke down, in the night, and in the rootn* 
ing the quarters were found gibbeted in the mod public parts of the city. 
And^thus the man who defpifed the wreath with which Camoens crowned 
his grandfather, brought that grandfather's effigies to the deepeft infult 
which can be offered to the memory of the deceafed. Nor were his own 
effigies happier. On his recall to Europe, the firfl obje^ that ftruck hin^ 

whca 
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£or him no Mufe ihall leave her golden loom. 
No palm {hall blofibm, and no wreath fhall bloom. 
Yet fhall my labours and my cares be paid 
By feme immorta l ■ 

In fuch an age» aiid among fuch barbarous nobility, what 
but wretched negleA could be the fate of a Gunoens ! After 
all, however, if he was imprudent on his 6r& appearance 
at the court of John III. if the honefly of his indignation 
led him into great imprudence, as certainly it did, when at 
Goa he fatirifed the viceroy and the firfl Goths in power ; 
yet let it alfo be remembered, that « The gifb of imagina- 
<< tion bring the heavleft taik upon the vigilance of reafbn ^ 
*< and to bear thofe faculties with unerring reftitnde or in- 
<' variable propriety, requires a degree of firmnefs and of 
« cool attention, which doth not always attend the higher 
^* gifts of the mind. Yet difficult as nature herfelf feems 
'< to have rendered the tafk of regularity to genius, it is the 
<< fupreme confolation of dulnels and of folly to point with 
<< Gothic triumph to thofe excefles which are the overflow- 

•* ings 

ivhen he went on board the (hip appointed Co carry hini, was a figure hang* 
ing by the neck at the yard arm, exactly like himfelf in feature and habit. 
He aiked what it meant ; and was refolutely anfwered, It refrtfenit Tav, 
ami tbefe art tht mat vfbo bung it up* Nor muft another infult be omitted, 
^fter being a few days at fea, he was neceifiuted to return to the port from 
whence he had failed, for frefh provifioos, for all his live-ftock, it was found, 
was poiibned. After his return to Europe, he ufed all hJs intereft ta be 
retnftated in India, which, in his old days, after twenty years folidtatioa 
at the court of Madrid, he at lad obtained. His fecond government, is 
wrapped in much oblcniity, and is diftingoiflied by no important action or 
event. 
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€€ ]]]g( of fiiculties they nwer enjoyed. Perfe£^y uncon- 
^< fjbious that they are indebted to their ftoindity for the con- 
^* B&tncj of their conduA, they plume themfelyes on an 
*< imaginary virtue^ which has its origin in what is really 
*< their di/grace. — ^Let fuch, if fuch dare approach the 
<< ihrine of Camoens, withdraw to a refpedful diftance ; aQ4 
<< fhould they behold the ruins of genius, or the weakneis 
«< of an exalted mind, let them be taught to lament, that 
*' nature has left the nobleft of her woAs iroperfeft jj/' 

And Poetry is not only the nobleft, but alfo not the leaft 
ttfeiiil^ if civilization of manners be of advantage to man- 
kind. No hu)ral trudi may be more certainly demonftrated, 
than that a Virgil or a Milton ^re not only the firft orna- 
ments of a ftate, but alfo of the firft confequence, if the 
laft refinement of the mental powers be of importance. 
StrajQge as this might appear tQ^t Burleigh or a Loicke, 

VOL. I. S it 

ll This paflage in inyerted commas is cited, with the alteration of the 
name only, from Dr. Langhorne's account of the life of William Collins. 

J^ BurUigh, though an able politician, and deep in ftate iotr^e, had no 
idea, that to introduce polite literature into the vernacular tongue,\was of 
an/ benefit to a nation ; though her vernacular literature was the glory of 
Rome when at the height of empire, and though empire fell with its deden- 
%n. Spen(cr,.the man who^eatly conduced to refine the Englifti MuTeSp 
was by Byrleigh eftc<uned a ballad-msiker, unworthy of regard. Yet the 
Bngliih polite lit6riitare,.ro^reatly indebted to Spenfer, is at this day, in the 
edcem which \t cof^ipjui^s abroad, of more real fervice to England, than all 
the repuUtiqn qr intrigues of Burleigh. And ten thoufand Buileighs, ac- 
cording to Sir W. Temple, are born for one Spenfer. Ten thoufand arc 
bom, fays Sir William, with abilities requifitc to form a great Statefman, 
for one who is bom with the talents or genius of a great Poet. Locke's 

idaas 
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it is philofophically accounted for by Bacon; nor i) 
£ockeV opinion either mexpHcaUe or irrefutable. The 

great 



Ideas of pdetrf are aocoonied for in oae^flxirt ftateooe ; He krxw ko^ 
THING ABOUT TBB UATTBR. An cxtimA froiB hu conefpondcnoe with 
Mr. Moiyneux, and a citation from one of his tieatiies, flodT dcmoaOtntc 
the trath of thSsaflertioo. 

Molynenz wribr to Loeke :' 

** Mr. Cbnidiiil fardnred me with the pitfent of Sir IL Bladunocc's Ki 
Arthur. ! had read Pr. Arthur before, and read it with admintion, which 
is not at all leflened by this fecond piece, jill mr Ei^Jb ptds (except Mil* 
Ion) btne btemwun taihd^mahn m emmfar^m U him^ Upon the pnblicatiaa 
of his firft poem, I intimated to him, through Mr. Churchill's hands, how 
Excellently I thought he mrght perform a philofophic poem, from many 
tooches he gave in his Pr. Arthur, particularly from Mopas's long. An<f 
I perceive by his preface to K. Arthur he has had the like intimations from 
others^ but reje^ them, as being ah enemy to alTphilolbphic hypotheles.*^ 

Mr. Locke anfwers ; 
*' I (hall, when I fee Sir R. Blackmore, diibourie him as you defire; 
There is, I with pleafnre find, s ftxun^ harmony throoghott, b etween * 
your thoughts and mine.'^ 

Moiyneux replies : 

<* I perceive you are fo happy as to be acquainted with Sir Rich. Black- 
more ; he is an extraordinary perfon, and I admire his two preCuxs aa 
Much as I do any parts' of his books : The 6rft, wherem he expofes «* the 

licentionfneis and immorality of our late poetry," is incomparable; and* 
the fecond, wherein he profecutes the ikme fubje^ and delivers his thoughta* 
concerning hypothcfes, is no left judicious; and ! am whoUy of his optnion 
rekting to the hitter. However, the Biftory and phenomena of nature we 
may venture at ; and this is what I propofe to be the fubjeft of a phOoib- 
phic poem. Sir R. Blackmore has exquilite touches of this kud, diiperied 
in many places of his books; (to pafs over M6pas*s fong) 1*11 hiftance one 
pirticobu- in the moft profound fpecnUtions of Mr. Newton^s phlloibphy^ 
«Iiw curlouay touched in Ring Arthur, Book IX. p. 043^ 

Th# 
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grcal genius of Ariftotle, and that of his great refembler. 
Sir Francis Bacon^ faw deeper into the true ipirit of poe- 

S a trj 



The 0ODfteIUit]on& (hint at his commaiK!, 
He formM their radiant orbs, and with his hand^ 
He wcigh*d, and put them off with fuch a force 
As might preienre an evetlafiiog coniie *. 

* I donht not bnt Sir R. Blackmore, in theie lines, had a regard to the 
proportionment of the projeAive motion of the w tentrifeta, that keepf 
the phnets in their continued conrfes* 

** I have by me fome obfenrations, made by a judicious friend of mine, 
on both of Sir R. Blackmore*s poems. If they may be any ways acceptable 
to Sir R. I fluUl fend them to you." 

Mr. hocke again replies t 

" Though Sir R. B.*s vein in poetry be what etery body mud allow him 
to have an extraordinary talent in ; and though, with you, I exceedingly 
valued his iirft preface, yet I muft own to you, there was nothing that 1 fb 
much admired him for, as for what he fays of hypothefcs in hb laft. It 
feems to me Co right, and is yet (b much out of the way of the ordinary 
writers, and praAitioners in that faculty, that it (hews as great a ftre&gth 
and penetration of judgment as his ptettj bat Jbnvm figbu of fancy** 

As the beft comment on this, let an extraO from Locke*s£flayon Edu- 
cation fully explain his ideas. 

<* If he have a poetic vein, 'tis to me the (Irangeft thing in the world that 
the father fhouid defire or fuffer it to be chcrifbed or improved. Methinks 
thi parents fliould labour to have it ftifled and fupprefled as much as may be ; 
and I know not what reafon a father can have to wifh his fon a poet, who 
does- not defire to have him bid defiance to all other callings or bufinefs ; 
which is not yet the word of the cafe ; for if he proves a fucceisful rhymer, 
and gets once the reputation of a wit, I defire it may be confidered, what 
company and places he is like to fpend his time in, nay, and eftate too ; for 
it is very ieldom (een that any one discovers mines of gold or filver in Par- 
naflas. 'Tis a pleafant air, but barren foil, and there are very few indan« 
ces of thofe who have added to their patrimony by any thing they have 

reaped 

* Thefe Imcs, however, are a dull wretched paraphrafe of fome parts of 
the PiaUns. 
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try and the human afibAions than a Burkigh* In ancU 
cient Greece, the works of Homer were called die lefioir 

or 

rtaped from thence. Poetry and darning, wHich uftially go together, are 
alike in this too, that they feldom bring any advantage but to thofe who^ 
have nothing elie to live on. Men of eftates almoft conftantly go away lo- 
fers ; and *tis well if they efcape at a cheaper rate, than their whole efhitev 
or the grcateft part of them. If therefore you would not have your fbn the 
fiddle to every jovial company, without whom the fparks oMild not relilh 
their wine, nor know how to ipcnd an afternoon idly; if yoa would not 
have him wafle his time and efbte to divert others, and oonteum the dirty 
acres left him by his anceftors, I do not think you will much care he ihould 
be a poet.*' 

This ignorance of poetry is even worfe than the Dutch idea of it. But 
this, and his opinion of Blackmore, fully prove, that Locke, howevet 
great in other refpedh, knew no difference between a Shakefpeare, that 
unequalled philofopher of the pafllons, and the dulled Orub>ftrect plodder; 
between a Milton and the tavern rhymers of the days of the iccond Char* 
les. But Milton *s knowledge of the affedtions difcovered in the oultivatioa 
of the Mnfes an ufe of the firft importance. A tafte formed by the great 
poetry, he efteems as the ultimate re6neraent of the underibnding. « This 
(fays he, in his Tra£bite on the £ducation of Youth) would make theni> 
foon perceive, what defpicable creature* oar common rhymers and play 
writers be ; and (hew them what religious, what glorious and magnificent ufe 
might be made of poetry, both in divine and human things. From hence, 
and not till now, will be the right feafon of forming them to be able writers 
and compoTcrs in every excellent matter. . . whether they be to fpeak in 
parliament or council, honour and attention would be waiting on theit lips. 
There would then alfo appear in pulpits other viiagcs, other geAures, and 
ftuif other wife wrought, than what we now fit under." Milton evidently 
alludes to the general dulnefs of the furious fedaries of his own time. 
The futious bigots of every feA have beei^ as remaikable for their inelegance 
as for their rage. And the cultivation of polite literature has ever been 
found the bed preventive of gloomy cnthufiaim, and religious intolerance. 
In Milton, and every great poet, the poet and fublime philofopher are uni- 
ted, though Milton was perhaps the only man of his age, who perceived 
this union or famenefs of charaOer. Lord Clarendon fecms to have confi- 
dered poetry merely as puerile fmg-fong. Waller, he iays, addi^ed him- 
felf to poetry at thirty, the time when others leave it off. Nor was Char- 
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or philofophy of kings ; and Bacon defcribes the eflfefls of 
poetry in the moft exalted tenns. What is deficient of 
perfedion in hiftory and nature, poetry Jupplies ; it thus 
'cre&s the mind, and confers magnanimity, morality, and 
delight ; « and therefore, fays he, it was ever thought to 
liave fome participation of divinenefs j:," The love of po- 
etry 

4es I. leff ufihappy in his cftimate of it. .in the dedication of Sir Joha 
Denham's works to Charles TT. we have this remarkable pafTage : « One 
^ morning, waiting upon him (Charles I.) at Qujfham^ fmiling upon mc^ 
^ he fald he could tell me ibme news of myfelf, which was that he had feen 
.** ibme Terfes of mine the evening before, and afking me when I made 
* them, I told hup two or three years -fince ; he was pleafed to fay, that 
" having never ieen them before, he was afraid I had written them fince my 
'* return into England, and though he liked them well, he wpuld achrife me 
** to wfke po more, allepng, that when men are young, and have liuUtffe 
** Itdif they might vent the overflowings of their fancy that way ; but wheii 
** they were thought fit for moie fcriMis employments, if they Aill p^rfift- 
•* ed in that eourfe, it would look as if they minded not the way to any 
.^ better.'* Yet this monarch, who could perceive nothing but. idle puerility 
in poetry, was the zealous patron of architecture, fculpture, and paintmg; 
and his favourite, the duke of Buckingham, laid out the enormous Turn of 
400flo6L on paintings ;ind curiofities. But had Charles's .bounty given a 
Bhakefpeare or a Milton to^he public, he would have done his kingdoms 
infinitely more fervice than if he had imported into England all the pic- 
tures and aU the antiques in the world. 

The reader who is dcfirous to fee a philofophical oLaraAer of the natural 
and acquired qualifications nece/lary to form a great poet, will find it deli- 
neated, in a ma(lei4y manner, in RaHclas, prince of Abyllinia, an £a(lem 
tale, by Dr. Johnfon. 

^ His high idea of poetry is thus philofophieally explained by the great 



*< So likewife } finde, fbme particular writings of an elegant nature, touch- 
ing fbme of the afTcAionS, as of ang£r, of comfort, upon adverfeaccidemts^ of 
tendemefle of countenance, and other. But the poets and writers of hido- 
ries are the beft dolors of this knowledge ; where we find painted forth 
with the life, how afle^ons are kindled and incited, and how pacified and 
retrained : andhovv againe contained from aA and farther degree : how 

they 



DISSERTATION ON THE J.USIAD, 



AKD 



OBSERVATIONS UPON EPIC POETRY. 



V OLTAIREy when he was in England^ previous cp 
the publication of his Henriade, pabliihed in f Engliih an 
Eflay on the Epic Poetry of the European nations. In this 

he 

f lo hif French edidons of this EfTay, fae has made rarious 
alterations^ at different timesy in the article of Camoens. The 
original Englifh, however, (hall be here cited, and the French 
alterations attended to as they, occur. Nor is it improper to pre* 
mife, that fome moft carious falfities will be deteded ; the grofs 
mifreprefenta.tion of every objection refuted ; and demonffa^tion 
brought, that when Voltaire wrote his Engliih Effay, his icnow* 
ledge of the Lufiad was entirely borrowed from a very flight a& 
quamtance with the bald» harlh> unpoetical verfion of iF'anfhaw. 

« While 
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he higMy praifed and fererely attacked the Lufiad. Yet 
this criticifoij though moCt fuperficial and erroneous, has 

been 

^ While TiiffinOy fays Voltaire, was cleariog away the rubr 
faSlh in Italy, which barbarity and ignorance had heaped up for 
ten eentories, in the way of the arts and fciences, Camouens in 
Portugal fleered a new courle, apd acquired a repuution which 
lafts ftill among his countrymen, who pay as much refped to his 
inemory, as the Englifh to Milton. 

** He was a ftrong inftance of the irrefiftible impulfe of nature^ 
which determines a true genius to follow the bent of his talents, 
in Ipight of all the obftacles which would check his courfe. 

** His infancy loft amidft the idlenefs and ignorance of the 
court of Li{bon ; his youth ipent in romantic Joves, or in the war 
againft the Moors ; his long voyages at Tea, in his riper years ; 
his misfortunes at court, the revolutions of his country, none of 
allthefe could fupprefs his genius^ 

*' Emanuel the fecond king of Portugal, having a mind to find 
a new way to the Eaft Indies by the ocean, fent Velafco de Ganu 
with a fleet in the year I497> to that undertaking, which being 
Eew, was accounted ra(h and impradlicable, and which of courfe 
gained him a great reputation when it fucceeded. 

'* Camouens followed Velafco de Gama in that dangerous voy- 
age, led by his friendfhip to him, and by a poble curiofity, 
which feldom fails to be the charad^er of men bom with a great 
imagination. 

** He took his voyage for the fubjed of his poem ; he enjoy'd 
the fenfiblepleafure, which nobody had known before him, to ce- 
lebrate hjs friend, and the things he was an eye-witnefs of. 

« Hp 
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licen generally efteemed throi^hout Europe, as the true 
chara£ler of ti^t Pojem. The great .gbjedions upon which 

he 

^ He wrote his Poein» put oo the Atlanric Sea, aod partly 
on the Indian (here. I ought not to omit, that on a fliipwreck 
on the coafts of Malabar, he fwam a ihore, holding np his poem 
in one hand, which ptherwife had been perhaps loft for erer. 

** Such a new (ubjedl, managed by an uncommon genius, could 
not but produce a fort of Epic Poetry unheard of before. There 
no bloody wars are fought, no heroes wounded in a thoufand di& 
ferent ways ; no woman enticed away, and the world overturned 
for her caufe ; no empire founded ; in (hort, nothing of what 
was deem'd before the only fubjed of poetry, 

^ The Poet conduds the Portu^efe fleet to the month of the 
Ganges, round the coafb of Afric. ' He takes notice in the 
way, of many nations who live \xpon the African fliore. He 
interweaves artfully the hiftory of Portugal. The fimplidty of his 
fabje£t, is rais'd by fome fidions of different kindsj which 1 think 
not improper to acquaint the Reader with* 

** When the fleet b failing in the fight of the Cape of Good 
Hope, call'd then the Cape of the Storms, a formidable fliape 
appears to them, walking in the depth of the iea ; his head 
reaches to the clouds, the ftorms, the winds, the th mders, and 
the lightnings hang about him ; his aims are extended over thA 
waves. Tis the guardian of that foreign ocean unplow^d befete 
by any fliip. He complains of being obliged to fnbmit to fate, 
and to the audacious undertaking of the Portuguele, and foretells 
them all the misfortune which they muffc undergo in the Indies. 
i believe, that fuch a fidion would be thought noble and proper, 
^ all ages, and in all nations. 

** These 
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he condemns it, are, an abfurd mixture of Chriftian and 
Pagan mythology, and a want of unity in the action and 

conduA. 

** There is another, which perhaps would have pleasM the Ita^ 
Kans as well as the Portuguefe, but no other nation befides : It 
is the inchanted iiland, call'd the Ifland of Blifs, which the fleet 
finds in her way home, juft rifing from the fea, for their comfort 
and for their reward : Camouens defcribes that place, as Tailb 
did fome years after, his ifland of Armida. There a fupematur^ 
power, brings in all the beauties, and prefents all the pleafures 
which nature can afford, and which the heart may wifh for ; a 
Goddefs enamour'd with Velafco de Gama, carries him to the 
top of an high mountain, from whence ihe (hews him all the 
kingdoms of the earth, and foretells the fate of Portugal. 

*^ After Camouens hath given loofe to his fancy, in the lafcit 
yious defcription of the pleafures which Gama and his crew en,- 
joy'd in the ifland, he takes care to inform the Reader, that he 
ought to underftand by this fi^lion, nothing but the fatisfa^ion 
which the virtuous man feels, and the gloiy which accrues to him 
by the praAice of virtue j but the beft excufe for fuch an inven- 
tion, is, the charming ftile in which it is delivered (if we be- 
lieve the Portuguefe) for the beauty of the elocution makes fome- 
times amends for the faults of the poets, as the colouring of Ru- 
bens makes fome defers in his figures pafs unregarded. 

*^ There is another kind of machinery continued throughout all 
the Poem, which nothing can excufe, in any country whatever ; 
'tis an unjudicious mixture of the Heathen Gods with our Religi- 
on. Gama in a fh>rm addrefles his prayers to Chrift, but it's 
Venus who comes to his relief; the heroes are chriftiaos, and the 
poet heathen. The main defign which the Portuguefe arc fuppos'd 
to have (next to promoting their trade] is to propagate ChrifUa- 

nityj 
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cOnduft. For the mixture of mythology, a defence (hall 
be offered, and the wild exaggerations of Voltaire expofed. 
And an examen of the conduft of the Lufiad will clearly 
evince, that the Eneid itfelf is not more perfeA in that 
conneftion, which is requifite to form One whde, accord- 
ing to the ftrifteft rules of Epic Unity. 

The 

tiity ; yet Jupiter, Bacchns, and Venas, have in their hands all 
the management of the voyage. So incongnious a machinery, 
tafb a blemifh upon the whole Poem ; yet (hews at the fame time, 
how prevailing are its beauties, fince the Portuguefe like it with 
all its faults. 

** Caroooens hath a great deal of true wit, and not a little 
fliare of Mk ; his imagination hurries him into great abfurditiet. 
I remember, that after Velafco de Gama, hath related his adven- 
tures to the king of Melinda, now, fays he, O king, judge if 
Uly£es, and ^neas, have traveli'd (b far, and undergone fo many 
hardships. As if that barbarous A£rican was acquainted with 
Homer and VirgiL 

** His poem, in my opinion, is full of numberless &uks and 
beauties, thick fown near one another ; and almofl in every page 
there is fomething to laugh at, and fomething to be delighted 
with. Among his moft lucky thoughts, I muft take notice of 
two, for the likenefs which they bear to two moft celebrated paf^ 
(ages of Waller, and Sir John Dcnham. 

** Waller fays, in his Epiftlc to Zelinda ; 



Thy matchlcfs form will credit bring, 
To all the wonders I can ling. 



" Camouens 



cccxzH DISSERTATION. 

The tcnn Epopoeia is derived from the Greek 'c*^^ Sj^ 
antrfe^ and hence the £pic» may be rendered the narrative 

poem* 

** Camoaess (ayi^ in %eakiag of the voyages of the Argooaa- 
tes, and of Ulyfles, that the undertakings of the Poftugnefe fliall 
^re credit to all tho(e labksy infiirpaiEng thenu 

<< Sir John Denham, m his Poem on Cooper's HiU» fays to 
the Thames; 

O could I Bow like tliee, aod make thy ftreatt^ 
My great example, as it is my tlieme ; 
Tho' deep, yet dear, tho* gentle, yet not dull. 
Strong withoat rage, withont o'erflowing fiilL 

^ Camouens addrefies the Nyni{^ of Tagus in the like mao' 
ner ; *' O Nymphs» if ever I fang of yon, inifHre me nov with 
new and ftrong lays ; let my ftile flow like your waves ; let it be 
deep and clear, as your waters» &c." 

Such is the original criticifm of Voltaire on the Lufiad. And 
never, perhaps, was there fuch a random reverie, fuch a mafs of 
roiireprefenutions and falfities as the whole of it exhibits. The 
moft excofable parts of it are fuperfidal in the higheft degree. 
Both the poet and the hero are mifnamed by him. The name of 
the hero has been corrected, that of Camouetu remains fbll in 
Voltaire, the only author who ever (pelled it in this manner.-— 
There never was an Emmanuel the fecond of Portugal. Camoens 
was not fliipwrecked on the coaft of Malabar, but on the river 
Mecon in Cochin-China. ** That Gama went a mw way to the 
Eaft Indies By the ocean,** though correded in the edition of 
1768, affords a moft ftriking proof of Voltaire's very carelels 
peruial of the Lufiad, at the time when he firft prefimied to con- 
deaui it. For it is often repeated in the poem, that there was 

no 
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tK)em. InthefuU latitade of this definition, fome Italian critics 
have contended, that the poems of Dante and Ariofto were 
Epic. But thefe confift of various detached adions, which 
do not conftitote one whole. In this manner Telemachus 
and the Faerie Queene are alfo Epic poems. A definition 
more reftri^d^- howevef, a definition defcriptive of the 

nobleft 

ho way to India by the ocfean before. Hiat tie infancy of Ca« 
moens was h^ anud/t the idknefi and ignorance eftbe court of I^hn^ 
is certably falfe. His youib could DOt have been ipent in idle&efi 
or ignorance, for his works diiplay a mofE mafterly accuracy in 
every branch of ancient literature. 

Though Voltaire has corredled his error in fending Canoens 
to the £aft Indies along with Gama» fiich an original unparallel- 
ed romance ought to be recorded. Gama failed on the difcovery 
of India in 14974 Camoens was bom in 15179 and was not fe- 
vcn years of age whtn Gama died. Thefe 6ds were tmmediateiy 
objeded to Voltaire, but, at firft, he would not yield. Contrary 
to the teftimony of Camoens himfelf, and every circumftance of 
his life, an * hypothefis muft defend this favourite fuppofition. 
In his Amflerdam edition of 1738, Voltaire boldly aflerts that 

Camoens 

* This 5««^ hypothefis, which makes Camoens a Spaniard, is of a piece 
with another of the fame ingenious Author. In his vnhafpj f £{]ay on 
Epic Poetry, he afTertedfthat Milton built hit Paradife Loft upon an Italian 
Comedy, written by one Andreino. This was immediately denied, and 
even fome Italian Literati declared, that no fuch Author of Comedy wat 
known m Italy. Voltaire, howeyer, would not yield, and very grarely he 
tells the reader, « Jlm*efftu etmnant-^it is not at all aftonifliing, that hav- 
inff carefully fearched in England for whatever related to that great maa 
^Siikm) I (hould difcorer drcumftances of his life, of which the public were 
^orant."— This, therefore, Is the authority from which we are to believe 

that 

t Yet, m the £ime Eflay, he gives a true V^Uainfm ; he condemns this 
▼ery aflertion : talking of the phigiaries afcribed to Virgil, ^ All that,** 
lays he, *' ought to be flatly denied— *Tisja(l as fome people iay Miltaa 
*< hath ftolca his poem from an Italian ftroller call'd wIw^mw." 
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noUeft fpecies ^of poetry^ has been given by Ar iftatle } aa4 
tbe greateft critics have followed him, in approjpriating to 
this i(jpecies the term of Epopceia, or £pk. The fubjeft of 

the 

Camoens was a %)aniard) born in the reigo of Ferdinand and 
Ifabely that he came to Lifbon in the firft year of Emmanuelf 
and was in intimate friend(hip with Gama> whom he accompani- 
ed in his iirft Toyage* Certain it is, however, by ihe archives 
of Portugal, that Camoens was in the Eaft about feventy-two 
years after this voyage ; and that, according to this hypothecs of 
Voltaire, he muft have been near an hundred years old when he 
publiflied his Lufiad. Voltaire, however, at laft, confefles that 
Camoens did not accompany Gama. Yet fuch is his accuracy, 
that •even in the edition of 1768, in an effay which he calls Idee 
de Jtifmriadef a iewpages before -this confefSon, the <Ad aflerdoa 
isfttU'retained* ^ Le Camouem^ qm ^ le Verple ie Portugeasa 
€6lehre nn evenemetd dont il evtai Ue temom im-memt, Camdbens, 
the Portuguefe Virgil, has celebrated an event of which he him- 
ielf had been witnefs." 

No anecdotes ever threw more light upon a charadler than 
thefe throw upon that of Voltaire. The affection that the £pic 
Poet enjoyed the fenfibk pleafure^ which nobody had known before Inm^ 
td celebrate his friend and tbe thing* he was an eye-^vitne/i of, can 

only 

that Milton borrowed his Paradife Loft from a Comedy which nobody ever 
iaw. From the fame refearches in England, Voltaire alfo learned other 
ctrcum fiances, of which the public were totally ignorant. The writing by 
which Milton (old his Paradile Loft to one Simmonds, a Bookfeller, is flill 
extant. But VolUire difcoTcred, that he fold it to Tomjfoit for thirty Pif- 
toles, ** eitfiti 7ompfoH lui donna trente tifloUs de cet ouvragt" Ix>rd Somers 
and Dr. Atterbury, he adds, relblvmg that England mould have an Epic 
Poem, prevailed on the heirs of Tom^m (He means T<m^, perhaps) to 
print a fpiendid edition of it. And Addiibn wrote, iays he, and the EngUfh 
%ere perfuaded, that they had an Epic Poem.** 
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the Epopceia, according to that great father of criticifm, 
muft be One. One aAion xnuft be invariably purfued, and 

heightened 

only be accounted for by the fuppofition» that Voltaire was pleafed 
with the idea, and in a litde time miftook his ftrong impreffion 
for the remembrance of a fa<^. The laboured abfurd hypothefis, 
which would defend this fanciful error, cannot be placed in fo 
fair a light. And the error confefled, and flill retained, is a true 
Vobmrifm. Yet the idea of his accuracy which thefe accounts of 
the Poet muft infpire, will even be heightened by the examination 
of his criticifm on the poem. The narrative of a voyage confli- 
tutes great part of the GdyiTey, and of the Eneid ; and forms the 
body of the Luiiad. Yet the Lufiad, fays Voltaire contains 
nothing of what wai deemedhefore the onlyfidjeQ of poetry • It forms, 
indeed, a fort of Epic poetry unheard of before : But here Vol- 
taire's objedtion points out its true praife. No heroei^ fays he, 
are wounded a thoufand Afferent ways, no woman enticed away land 
the world overturned for her caufe.-^And muft the fate of Helen, 
and the thoufand different wounds defcribed by Homer, be copied 
by every Epic Poet ? If this fentence has any meaning, this is in- 
cluded. Yet what is this puerility of criticifm in comparifon of 
Voltaire's a^ertions, that in the Lufiad no bloody wan arefought^ 
no empire founded — If the deftrudioo of Troy be allowed to be in 
the Eneid, there are wars enough in the poem of Camoens. The 
cffeA of fire-arms on people who never before beheld thofe dread- 
. fill engines, and a hoftile town burnt by a fleet, are finely de- 
fcribed in that part which is called the adtion of the Epic Poem. 
But Voltaire was as utter a ftranger to the firft book of the 
Lufiad as to the on£ fubjed of the poem. The founding 
of the Portuguefe empire in the Eaft. — No battle fought^ na 
empire founded ! What infult to the literary world is this ! A late 
corredion will never diiprove his ignorance when he wrote this. 
VOL. I. T Should 
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heightened through different ftages, till the Cataftropke 
clofe it in fo complete a manner^ that any further addi* 

tion 

Should a pretended critic on Virgil tell his reader that the poet 
condudted Eneas to the mouth of the Thames, could we believe 
he was acquainted with his Author. Yet Voltaire tells, that Cfb- 
moens conduSs the PortuguefeJletttQ the mouth of the Ganges round 
the coqfts ofjifric, — Camoens, indeed, conduAs his fleet to Ca- 
licut on the coail of Malabar. But thouglv the fcene of the adion 
of the four laft books lies upon this coaft, Voltaire was not hs^py 
enough to (Kp into any of the numerous paflages which fix the geo- 
graphy. He has, therefore, giren the voyage of Gamaa dimen* 
fion almoft as much beyond the real one given by Camoens> as 
the Weft Indies are diftant from England. Such errors are con- 
vincing proofs that Voltaire only £ft here and there into the Lu* 
fiady even after the critics fet him right in fome places ; for this 
grofs error is ftill retained. But a mifreprefentation, not founded 
on ignorance, now offers itfelf. Gamay in aftorm^ fays Voltaire^ 
^ddrejfes hu prayers to Chrjflf hut Uls Venus who comes to his r^ef. 
A bold aifertion fHll alfb retained, but there is no fuch paflage 
in the Lufiad. Gama, in a tempeft, prays to " the holy Power, 
'^ to whom nothing is impoffible, the fovereign of earth, fea, and 
*^ land, who led Ifrael through the waves, who delivered Paul, and 
'< who prote<5ted the children of the fecond father of the world 
^' from the deluge.'^ But Chrift is not once mentioned in the 
whole parage. To fay that Gama was a good Catholic, and 
intended Chrift under thefe appellations, is unworthy of poetical 
criticifm, for the whole ridicule confifls in the oppofidon of the 
names of Chrift and Venus. Such is the candour of Voltaire I 
Nor is it difficult to trace the fource of this unfair reprefentation* 
Fanfhaw thus tranflates the mention of Paul, 

Thou who didft l^ep and fave tbyfinuutt Paul— 

Monfieur 



DISSERTATION. cccxxvu 

tion woald only inform the reader of what he ah-eady 
perceives* Yet in purfuing this One End, collateral 
Epifodes not only give that variety, fo eflential to good 
poetry, but, under judicious management, aiBft in the 
moft pleafing manner to facilitate and produce the Unra- 

velment, 

Monfieur Voltaire wanted no more. Thy firvant Paul was to 
him enough to vindicate the ridicule he chufed to beflow. But 
unhappily for the miiguided criticy the original fays only, Tu que 

Uvrq^ Paulo thou who deliveredft Paul. ^And thus we 

are fumiihed with a fare hint of the medium by which our critic 
ftudied the Lufiad. To this laft unblufhing falGty, that Gama 
frays to Chrlft^ is added, in the edition of 1768, ^' Bacchus ^ la 
'* Vterge Marie fe trouveront tout nature&ment enfemble. Bacchus 
and the Virgin Mary are very naturally found together." If 
words have meaning, this informs the reader, th^t they are found 
together in the Lufiad. Yet the truth is, in the whole poem 
there is no fuch perfonage as the Virgin Mary. 

After thefc grofs fallities, Voltaire adds, ** A parUr ferieufe- 
metdf tm merveUleux Ji ahfwde^ de^g^re tout Pouvrage aux yeux du 
kaeursfenjei. To fpeak feriouily, fuch an abfurdity in the mar* 
vdlous, disfigures the whole work in the eyes of fenfible readers." 
— ^To fuch as take Voltaire's word for it, it muft indeed feem 
disfigured ; but what literary murder is this ! Nor does it end 
here. A fimile muft enforce the fhamelefs mifreprefentation. 
** // it Hie the works of Paul Veronefe^ who has placed Benediaine 
fathers and Swifs foldters among hns paintings from the Old TeftasrtentJ* 
And to this alfo is added, ** Le Camouens tombe prefque toujours 
dans de tdles difparaUs. Camouens almoft continually falls into 
fuch extravagancies." Yet with equal juftice may this fentence 
be applied to Virgil ; and peculiarly unhappy is the inftance which 
T a Voluire 
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vclment, or Cataftrophe. Thus the anger of AchH^ 
^Ics is the fubjeft of the Iliad. He withdraws his aC- 

fiftance 

Voltaire immediately gives : " Iretnember^ fayshe» VaJcodeGama 
fays to the king of MeUnda^ kingy judge if Ulyjfes andEneoi have 
travelled fo far ^ and undergone fo many hardfhips : as if that barho' 
rous African was acquainted with Homer and Virgil V This fen- 
tence is flill retained Id Vohaire's lafl edition of his works. But* 
according to hiftory, the Melindians were a humane and poli/hed 
people ; their buildings elegant, and in the manner of Sp^n. The 
royal family and grandees were Mohammedan Arabs, defcehded 
of thofe tribes, whofe learning, when it fliits his purpofe, is the 
boaft of Voltaire. The prince of Melinda, with whom Gama 
converfed, is thus defcribed by the excellent hiftorian Ofbrius r 
** In omni autem fermone pnnceps i/Ie non homirus harhari f^ccimen, 
•* dahaty fed ingenium et prudentiam eo foco dignamprafefer^ai^^ln 
** the whole converfation the Prince betrayed no fign of the bar- 
** barian, on the contrary, he carried himfelf with a politenefs 

** and intelligence worthy of his rank." It is alfo certain^ 

that this Prince, whom Voltaire is pleafed to call a barbarous 
African, had fuflicient opportunity to be acquainted with Horner^ 
for the writings of Homer are tran dated into the Syriac, in a dia* 
led of which the interpreters of Gama talked with the prince of 
Melinda f . 

" The 

t The Arabs hare not only innumerable Yohimes of their own, bat their 
language is alio enriched with tranflations of fcveral Greek writers. The 
fate of Enclid is well known. And to mention only two of their authors, 
Ben-Shohna, who died in 1478, a little before the arrival of Gama, wrote 
an univerfal hiftory, which he calls Raivd/jat almenadbirji tlm alaivail voala" 
v.-acbir ; that is, the meadow of the eye of antient and modern knowledge. 
And Abul Pharajius, who lived in the thirteenth century, wrote an hiflory 
in Arabic, in ten chapters, the firft of which treats of the Patriarchs, from 
Adam to Mofes ; the iecond of the Judges and Kings of Ifrael ; the third 
of the Jewifti Kings; the fourth of the Kings of Chaldca ; the fifth of the 
Kings of the Magi \ thd ilxth of the ancient Pa|^ preeks ; the fercDth 

of 
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Cftance from the Greeks. The efforts and diftreiTes of the 
Gretian army in his abfence, and the triumphs of Heftor,* 

are 

^'TheLuiiady tntnyoptmottf fays Voltaire^ h fuH of numberkfs 
JcaJu and beauties^ thklfown near one another y and ahnqfi in every 
page there isfmuthtng to laugh atj andfomething to he delighted tuith,^* 
This fentence, though omitted in the French editioas, had fome 
fburce, and that fburce we (hall eafily trace. Nor is the chara^er 
of the king of Melinda fo grofsly falfified by Vohaire, as the cha- 
ra^er of the Lufiad of Camoens is here mifreprefented. Except 
the polite repartee of Velolb, (of which Jeep. 122. J there are not 
above two or three parages in the whole poem which even border 
upon conceit. The raoft uniform flmpHcity of manly didtion is the 
true chara^er of the Portuguefe Lufiad : Where then did Voltaire 
£nd thcfa/fe wit, andfomething to laugh at ahno/l in every page ? If 
there be a tranflation which ftridly deferves this chara<Ser» we 
cannot fuppofe that Voltaire hit tins charader, and at the fame 
time was fo wide of the original, merely by chance. No, he dipt 
into Fanihaw's Lufiad, where, in every page, there are puns, con- 
ceits, and low quaint expreilions, uncountenanced by the original. 
Some citations from Fanfhaw will foon jufhfy this character of 
his work. Yet, however decifive this proof may be, it is not die 
only one. The refemblance found by Voltaire between Sir John 
Denham's addrefs to the Thames, and that of Camoens to the 
nymphs of the Tagus, does not exift in the original. This fen- 
tence. Let myfHleflow Rke your waves ^ let it be deep and clear as 
your «i;^^/---contains indeed the fame allufion as that exprefied 
in the lines cited by Voltaire from Denham. But no fuch idea or 

allufion 

of the Romans ; the eighth of the Conftantinopolitan Emperors ; the ninth 
of iIjc Arabian Mohammedan Kings; and the tenth of the Moguls. The 
fame author acquaints us, that Homer's two Works are elegantly trr?flatcd 
into the Syriac ; which lano;uage is fifter to that fpoken by the Arabs of 
Meliiula. Camoens, uho was in the country, knew the learning of the 
Arabians. Voltaire, led by the defirc to condemn, was hurried into ab- 
surdities, from which a moment*tcon(ideration would have prefetved him. 
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are the confequences of his rage. In the utmoft danger of 
the Greeks, he permits his friend Patrodus to go to battle. 

Patroclus 

allufion exiils in the Portuguefe. Though Voltaire ftill retains 
this fentence, its want of authenticity has been detededby feveral 
critics. But it was left for the prefent Tranflator to difcover the 
iburce of this wide mifbranfiation. He fufpededthe allufion might 
be in Fanfhaw» and in Fanfhaw he found it. The nymphs of the 
Tagus are in Sir Richard's Terfion thus addrefled. 

If I ID low, yet tuneful verfe, the praife 
Of your fwect river always did proclaim, 
Infpire me now with high and thundering lays,' 
Give me them clear andjiowlng Uke his Jhream, 

He who has read Camoens and Fanfliaw, will be convinced where 
Voltaire found the fomtthimg to laugh at m every page. He who 
has read neither the original nor that tranflation, will now perceive 
that Voltaire's opinion of the Lufiad was drawn from a very par* 
tial acquaintance with the unfaithful and unpoetical verfion of 
Fanfhaw. 

And, as if all his mifreprelentations of the Ludad were not 
enough, a new and moil capital obje^ion is added in the late edi- 
tions of Voltaire, *' Mass de tmu les defauts de ce poemtf &c. 
But of all the faults of this poem, the greateft is the want of con- 
nexion, which reigns in every part of it. It refembles the voy- 
age which is its fubjeft. The adventures fucceed one another, 
(a ^wonderful objedionj and the poet has no other art, than to tell 
his tales well." Indeed ! but the reader cannot now be furprifed 
at any of our Critic's mifrcprefentations, a critic, who in many in- 
flances has violently condemned the Lufiad upon drcumftances 
which have no place in that poem. 

After publication of the firft edition of the Lufiad, the Tran- 
flator was informed of the following anecdote : When Voltaire's 
Effay on Epic Poetry was at the prefs in London, he happened to 
(hew a proof-fhect of it to Colonel Bladon, the tranflator of Cae- 

far's 
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Patroclus fa killed by Heflor. Achilles, to revenge his 
ha, ruflies to the field. Heftor is killed, the Trojans de- 
feated, and the rage of Achilles n fbothed by the obfequies 
of his friend* And thus alfo the fubje^l of the Eneid is 
one. The remains of the Trojan nationy to whom a (eat 
of empire fa promised by the oracle, are reprefented as en- 
dangered by a tempeft at Tea. They land at Carthage. 
Eneas, their leader, relates the &te of Troy to the hofpi- 
table queen; but fa ordered by Jupiter to fulfil the pro- 
phecies, and go in fearch of the promifed feat of that em- 
pire, which was one day to command the world. Eneas 
again fets fail, many adventures befall him. He at laft 
lands in Italy, where prophecies of hfa arrival were ac- 
knowledged. Hfa fated bride, however, fa betrothed to 
Turnus. A war enfues, and the poem concludes with the 
death of the rival of Eneas. In both thefe great poems, a 
machinery fuitable to the allegorical religion of thofe times 
is preferved. Juno fa the guardian of the Greeks, Venus 
of the Trojans. Narrative poetry, without fiAion can never 
pleafe. Without fidtion it muft want the marvellous, 
which is the very foul of pocfy ; and hence a machinery 
fa indifpenfable in the Epic poem. The condud and ma- 
chinery of the Lufiad are as follow : the poem opens with 

a view 

far^s Commentaries. The colonel, who had been in Portugal, 
aiked him if he had read the Lufiad ; Voltaire confefled he had 
never ieen it, and could not read Portuguefe. The colonel put 
Fanihaw's tranflation into his hands, and in leis than a fortnight 
after, Voltaire's Critique made its appearance. 
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a view of the Portuguefe fleet before a profperous gale cm 
the coaft of Ethiopia. The crews, however, are worn 
with labour, and their fafcty depends upon their fortune 
in a friendly harbour. The gods of ancient or poetical 
mythology are rcprefented as in council. The fete of the 
Eaftern world depends upon the fuccefs of the fleet. But 
as we trace the machinery of the Lufiad, let us remem- 
ber that, like file machinery of Homer and Virgil, it is 
alfo allegorical. Jupiter^ or the Lord of Fate, pronoun- 
ces that the Lufians fhall be profperous. Bacchus, the evil 
daemon or genius of Mohammedifm, who was worfliipped 
in the Eaft, forefeeing that his empire and altars would be 
overturned, oppofes Jove, or Fate. The celefliial Venus, 
or heavenly love, pleads for the Lufians. Mars, or di- 
vine Fortitude, encourages the Lord of Fate to remain un- 
altered ; and Maia's fon, the meflenger of Heaven, is fent 
to lead the navy to a friendly harbour. The fleet arrives 
at Mozambic. Bacchus, like Juno in the Eneid, raifes 
a commotion againft the Lufians. A battle enfues, and 
the viftorious fleet purfue their vopge, under the care of 
a Moorifli pilot, who advifes them to enter the harbour 
of Quiloa. According to hiftory, they attempted this har- 
bour, where their de(lru£tion would have been inevitable ; 
but they were driven from it by the violence of a fudden 
tcmpeft. The poet, in the true fpirit of Homer and Vir- 
gil, afcribes this to the celeftial Venus, 

whofe watchful care 



Had ever been their guide— ^ 

They 
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They now arrived at Mombafla. The malice of the evil 
daemon or genius of Mohammedlfm, ftill excites the arts 
of treachery againft them. Hermes, the meilenger of 
heaven, in a dream, in the fpirit of Homer, warns the 
hero of the poem of his danger, and commands him to 
fteer for Melinda. There he arrives, and is received by 
the prince in the moft friendly manner. Here the hero 
receives the firft certain intelligence or hope of India. 
The prince of Melinda's admiration of the fortitude and 
prowefs of his guefts, the firft who had ever dared to pafs 
the unknown ocean by Cape Corrientes, (fee p. 141.) art- 
fully prepares the reader for a long epifode. The poem 
of Virgil contains the hiftory of the Roman empire to his 
own time. Camoens perceived this, and trod in his fteps. 
The hiftory of Portugal, which Gama relates to the king 
of Melinda, is not only neceflary to give their new ally an 
high idea of the Lufian prowefs and fpirit, but alfo natu- 
raUy leads to, and accounts for the voyage of Gama : the 
event, which, in its confequences, fums up the Portu- 
guefe honours. It is as requiftte for Gama to tell the 
rife of his nation to the king of Melinda, as it is for Eneas 
to relate to Dido the caufe of his voyage, the deftruftion 
of Troy. Pleafcd with the fame of their nation, the king 
of Melinda vows lafting friendftiip with the Lufians, and 
gives them a faithful pilot. As they fail acrofs the great 
Indian ocean, the machinery is again employed. The 
evil daemon implores Neptune and the powers of the fea 
to raife a tempeft to dcftroy the fleet. The failors on the 

night 
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night-watch fortify their courage by relating the valiant 
a£b of their countrymen ; and an epifode, in the true po- 
etical fpirit of chivalry, is introduced. Thus Achilles in 
his tent is reprefented as finging to his lyre the praifes of 
heroes. And in the Epic condu£l| this narrative and the 
tales told by Neftor, either to reftrain or inflame the rage 
of the Grecian chiefs, are certainly the fame. 

The accumulation of the tempeft in the meanwhile is 
finely defcribed. It now defcends. Celeftial Venus per« 
ceives the danger of her fleet. She is introduced by the 
appearance of her ftar, a ftroke of poetry which would 
have fhined in the Eneid, The tempeft is in its utmoft 
ragCf 

The flcy and ocean blending, each on fire^ 
Seem'd as all nature ftruggled to expire. 
When now the filver ftar of Love appeared ; 
Bright in her eaft her radiant front (he reared ; 
Fair through the horrid ftorm the gentle ray 
Announced the promife of the cheei^l day. 
From her bright throne Celeftial Love beheld 
The tempeft burn 

And in the true fpurit of Homer's allegory (See the note^ 
p. 187.) flie calls her nymphs, and by their miniftry ftiUs 
the tempeft. Gama now arrives in India. Every circum- 
ftance rifes from the preceding one ; and, as fiilly pointed 
out in the notes, the conduA in every circumftance is as 
exaAly Virgilian, as any two tragedies may poflibly be alike 

in 
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in adherence to the rules of the drama. Gama, having 
accompli(hed his purpoie in India, fets fail for Europe, 
and the machinery is for the laft time employed. Venus, 
to reward her heroes, raifes a Paradifaical ifland in the fea. 
Voltaire, in his Englifh Eflay, has faid, that no nation but 
the Portuguefe and Italians could be pleafed with this fic- 
tion. In the French he has fupprefled this fentence, but 
has compared it to a Dutch brothel allowed for the failors. 
Yet this idea of it is as falfe as it is grofs. Every thing in 
the iiland of Love refembles the ftatue of Venus de Me- 
dicis. The delcription is warm indeed, but it is chafte as 
the firft loves of Adam and Eve in Milton ; and entirely 
free from that groflhefs {See the note, p. 397.) often to be 
found in Dante, Ariofto, Spenfer, and m AClton himfelf. 
After the poet has explained the allegory of the ifland of 
Love, the Goddefs of the ocean gives her hand and com- 
mits her empire to Gama, whom fhe conduCb to her pa- 
lace, where, in a prophetic long, he hears the actions of 
the heroes who were to eftablifh tlie Portuguefe empire in 
the Eaft. In Epic condufl nothing can be more mafterly. 
The ftineral games in honour of Patroclus, after the Iliad 
has turned upon its great hinge, the death of HeAor, are 
here moft happily imitated, after the Lufiad has alfo turn- 
ed upon its great hinge, the difcovery of India. The con- 
du£t is the fame, though not one feature is borrowed. 
Ulyfies and Eneas are fent to viiit the regions of the dead ; 
and Voltsure's hero muft alfo be conveyed to Hell and 

Heaven. 
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Heaven. But how fuperior is the fpirit of Camoens ! He 
parallels thefe ftriking adventures by a new fidion of his 
own. Gama in the ifland of Blifs, and Eneas in Hellj are 
in Epic condud exafUy the fame ; and in this unborrow- 
ing famenefSy he artfuUy interweaves the hjftory (f Portugal : 
artfully as Voltaire himfelf confefles. The epifode with 
the king of Melinda, the defcription of the painted en- 
fignst and the prophetic fong, are parallel in manner and 
purpofe with the epifode of Dido, the ihield of Eneasy 
and the vifion in Elyfium. To appeafe the rage of Achil- 
les, and to lay the foundation of4he Roman empire, are 
the grand purpofes of the Iliad and Eneid ; the one efieA- 
cd by the death of Heftor } the other by the alliance of 
Latinus and Eneas, rendered certain by the death of Tur- 
nus. In like manner, to eftabliih the Portuguefe Chrl£- 
tian empire in the Eaft, is the grand defign of the Lufiad, 
rendered certain by the happy Return of Gama. And 
thus, in the true fpirit of the Epopoeia, ends the Luiiad, 
a poem where every circumftance rifes in juft gradation, 
till the whole is fummed up in the moft perfeA unity of 
Epic aAion. 

The machinery of Homer, (&ee the note^ p. 187.) con- 
tains a moft perfect and mafterly allegory. To imitate the 
ancients was the prevailing tafte when Camoens wrote ; 
and their poetical manners were every where adopted. 
That he efteemed his own as allegorical, he aiTures us in 
the end of the ninth book, and in one of his letters. But 

a proof. 



DISSERTATION. cccxxxvii 

a proofj even more determinate, occurs in the opening of 
the poem. Caftera, the French Tranflator, by his over 
refinement, has much mifreprefented the allegory of the 
Lufiad. Mars, who never appears but once in the iirft 
book, he tells us, figniiSes Jefus Chrift. This explanati- 
on, fo open to ridicule, is every way unneceilary ; and 
furely never entered the thought of Camoens. It is evi- 
dent, however, that he intended the guardian powers of 
Chriftianity and Mohammedifm under the two principal 
perfonages of his machinery. Words cannot be plainer : 

Where'er this people Ihould their empire raife. 
She knew her altars fhould unnumber'd blaze ; 
And barbarous nations at her holy ihrine 
Be humanifed and taught her lore divine : 
Her fpreading honours thus the one infpir'd. 
And one the dread to lofe his worihip fir'd. 

And the fame idea is on every opportunity repeated and en- 
forced. Pagan mythology had its Celeftial, as well as Ter- 
reftrial Venus *. The Ccleftial Venus is therefore the moft 

proper 

• The cclcftlal Venus, according to Plato, was the daugh- 
ter of Ouranus or Heaven, and thence called Urania. The 
paifage ftands in the Sympofion of that author as follows : 

na*Iff y«f l^fAttWt in, icw auv 'Efoilot 'A^f o^im' raving hfuat fUf »«ff, iic A» 
yt wow, Wf itf-^ulic*, luu A/Mlctf, 'Ovfaw ^vyalnf, h hi M^ Oufarm l»«»^o^i». 
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proper perfonage of that mythology to figure Chriftianity. 
And Bacchus, the conqueror of the Eafi, is, in the anci- 
ent poetical allegory, the moft natural protestor of the al- 
tars of India. Whatever may be faid agatnft the ufe of the 
ancient machinery in a modern poem, candour muft con- 
fefs, that the allegory of Camoens, which arms the genius 
of Mohammedifm :|: againft the expedition of his heroes, is 
both fublime and moft happily interefting. Nor muft his 
choice of the ancient poetical machinery be condemned 
without examination. It has been the language of poetry 
thefe three thoufand years, and its allegory is perfectly un- 
derftood. If not impoifible, it will certainly be very dif- 
ficult to find a new, or a better machinery for an Epic 
poem. That of Tafib is condemned by f Bolleau, yet, that 

of 

This Urania-Venos, according to Paufanius and other writers, 
had fumptuous temples in Athens, Phoenicia, &c. She was 
painted in complete armour ; her prieftefles were virgins ; and no 
man was allowed to approach her fhrine. Xenophon fays, (he 
prefided over the love of wifdom and virtue, which are the }^ea- 
fures of the foul, as the terreftrial Venus prefided over the plea- 
fures of the body. 

t For feveral collateral proofs, fee the note, p. 133. and text, 
in Lufiad VIII. where Bacchus, the evil daemon, takes the form 
of Mohammed, and appears in a dream to a-prieftof the Koran, 

f On accoimt of his magic. But magic was the popular belief 
of TafTo's age, and has afforded him a fine machinery, though his 
ufe of it is fometimes highly blameable ; as where he makes an 
enchanter oppofe the arch-angel Michael, armed with the autho- 
rity of tht true God, 3cc. &c. 



DISSERTATION. cccxxxiA 

of Camoens may plead the authority of that celebrated cri« 
tic, and is even vindicated, undefignedlyi by Voltaire him- 
feif. In an eflay prefixed to his Henriade, Le mot d? Am'^ 
phitrite, lays he, dam noire pocjuy mJigniJU que la Mer^ &)* 
non P Epoufe de Neptune-^^^ the word Amphitrite in our 
" poetry fignifies only the Sea, and not the wife of Nep- 
" tune.'' And why may not the word Venus in Camoens 
fignify divine Love, and not the wife of Vulcan ? ** Love," 
« fays Voltaire, in the fame eflay, '< has his arrows, and 
'* Juftice a balance, in our moft chriftian writings, in our 
<< paintings, in our tapeftry, without being efteemed as the 
<< leaft mixture of Paganiim." And if this criticifm has jus- 
tice in it, why not apply it to the Lufiad, as well as to the 
* Henriade } Candour will not only apply it to the Lufiad, 

but 

* Thus, when the Henriade is to be defended, the arrows of 
Cuptd convey no mixture of Paganifm. But when the Ifland of 
Love in the Lufiad is to be condemned^ our hormite critic muft 
ridicuh the ufe of thcfe very arrows — (7e/t la que Venus ^ aidee 
dee C9nfals du Pere Etemel^ et fecondee en meme terns des Jleches de 
Cufidon. — It is there that Venus, aided by the counfels of the 
eternal Father, and at the fame time, feconded by the arrows of 
Cupid, renders the Nereides amorous of the Portuguefe." — But 
this, one of his latefl additions, is as unlucky as all the reft. The 
eternal Father is the fame Jove, who is reprefented as ihtfupreme 
Father in the firfl book, (St. 22. Portuguefe.) and in book 9. fl. 
1 8. is only faid to have ordained Venus to be the good genius of 
the Lufiuoians. There is not a word about the qfftllance of his 
eounfel ; that was introduced by Voltaire, folely to throw ridicule 
upon an allegory, which, by the bye, when ufed in the Henriade, 

has 
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but will alfo add the authority of Boileau. He is giving 
rules for an Epic poem : 

Dans le vafle recit J*une tongue aBion^ 

Sefoutieni par lafable^ et vii defiBion. 

La pour nous enchanter tout eft mis en ufage : 

Tout prend un corps^ une ame^ un efprit^ un vifage ; 

Chaque vertu devient une diviniie ; 

Minerve ejl la prudence ^ £5* Venus la beaute, 

Ce f^eji plus la vapeur qui produit le tonnere, 

Cejl Jtipiter arme pour effrayer la terre. 

Un orage terrible aux yeux des ntatelots, 

Cejl Neptune^ en courroux, qui gourmande lesjlots .... 

Sans tous ces ornemens le vers tombe en langueur : 

Lapoefie eft morte, ou rampe fans vigueur : 

Le poete n^eft plus qu^un orateur timide^ 

^^unfroid hiftorien d^ une fable itiftpide. 

Every idea of thefe lines ftrongly defends the Lufiad. Yet, 
it muft not be concealed, a diftindtion follows which may 
appear againft it. Boileau requires a profane fubje£l for 
the Epic Mufe. But his reafon for it is not juft : 

De lafoi ^un Chretien les myfteres terribles 
jy ornemens tgayes ne font point fufceptibles. 
JJevangile a Vefprit rCoffre de tous cotes 
^ue penitence a faire^ isf tourmens merites : 

Et 

has not the leaft fault, in his opinion ; but is there every way in 
the true fiile of poetry. 
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£t de vos jiBuMi le melange coupahle 
Mime i fee vetites donne Fair de la fable. 

The wjjleres terrtbles afford, indeed, no fubjeft for poetry. 
But the Bible offers to the Mufe fomething befides penitence 
and merited torments. The Paradife Loft, and the works of 
the greateft Painters, evince this. Nor does this criticifm, 
falfe as it is, contain one argument which excludes the heroes 
of a Chriftian nation from being the fubjeft of poetry. Mo- 
dem fubjefb are indeed condemned by Boileau ; and an- 
cient faUe> With ks Ulyffes, Agamemnon, &c. — noms 
heureux femblent nes pour Ics vers—zit recommended to 
the poet. But, happy for Camoens, his feelings dlreA^d 
him to another choice. For, in contradi£lion of a thou- 
fand Boileaus, no compoiitions are fo miferably unintereft- 
ing as our modern poems, where tlie heroes of ancient 
£ible are the perfonages of the aflion. Unlefs, therefore, 
the fubjeA of Camoens may thus feem condemned by the 
celebrated French critic, every other rule he propofes is in 
favwr of the machioery of the Luiiad. And his own ex- 
am^ple proves, that he thought the pagan machinery not 
improper, in a poeni where the heroes * are modern. But 
there is an effential diftindtion in the method of uiing it. 
And CamoQDs hasftridUy adhered to this eflential difference. 
The condudt of the Epic poem is twofold; the hiftorical 
Tfi^ allegorical. When paganifm was the popular belief, 
VOL. I. .U Diomed 

* He ufes <he Pagan mythology in his poem on the pafikge of 
the Rhine hy the French army in 1672. 
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Diomed might wound Mars or f Venus ; but when thcr 
names of thefe Deities became merely allegorical, fuch alfo 
ought to be the adlions afcribed to them. And Camoens 
has ftri£tty adhered to this rule. His heroes ar^^ Chriftians ^ 
and Santa Fe, Holy Faith ^ is often mentioned in the hifto- 
rical parts where his heroes fpeak, and aft. But it is only 
in the allegorical parts where the pagan or the poetical 
mythology is introduced. And in his machinery^ as in his 

hiftorical 

f Thus it was the belief of the firft ages of Chriftianityy that the 
Pagan Gods were fallen angels. Milton, with admirable judg- 
ment, has adopted this fyftem. His Mammon, the architect of 
Fandaemonium, he alfo calls Vulcan : 

Nor was his name unheard or unador'd 
In ancient Greece, and in Aufbnian land. 
Men cali'd him Miilcibcr; and how he felt 
From heav'n, they fabled, thrown by angry Jove 
On Lcmnos, th* £gean ifle : Thus they relate 
Erring ; for he with this rebellious rout 
Fell lone before. 

Moloch and Vulcan are therefore mentioned together with great 
propriety in the Paradife Loft. The belief of the firft Chriftians, 
with refpedl to daemons, was unabated in the age of Camoens ; for 
the oracles of the Pagan deities were then believed to have been 
given by evil fpirits. Bacchus might therefore in a Chriftian poem 
of fuch ages, reprefentthe Evil demon ; and it was on this princi- 
ple that TiSofelt no impropriety in calling Pluto his king of hell, 
the grand foe ofmankindy and making him talk of the birth of Chrift. 
In like manner, when Camoens fays diat the Chriftian altar raifed 
(book II.) to deceive the Lufians, was the illufion of Bacchus ; 
he fays no more than what was agreeable to the popular belief of 
the heathen oracles, and no more than what poetry allows when a 
ftorm is afcribed to Neptune^ or arrows given to Cupid. 
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hiftorical parts, there is no mixture of Pagan and Chris- 
tian perfonagcs. The deliverance of the Lufian fleet, 
afcribed to the cdeftial Venus, fo ridiculed by Voltaire, is 
exaAIy according to the precepts of Boileau. It is the his- 
torical oppofition or concert of Chriftian and Pagan ideas 
which forms the abfurd, and disfigures a poem. But this 
abfurd oppofition or concert of perfonages has no place in 
the Lufiad, though it is found in the greateft of modern 
poets. From Milton both the allowable and blameable 
mixture of Chrifiian and Pagan ideas may be fully exempli- 
fied. With great judgment, he ranks the Pagan Deities 
among the fallen angels. When he alludes to Pagan 
mythology, he fometimes fays, << as fables feign ;" and 
fometimes he mentions thefe deities in the allegory of 
poetical ftyle ; as thus, 

^When Bellona florms. 



With all her battering engines bent to rafe 
Some capital city 

And thus, when Adam fmiles on Eve ; 



-as Jupiter 



On Juno fmiles when he impregns the clouds 
That fhed May flowers 

Here the perfonages are mentioned exprefsly in their alle- 
gorical capacity, the ufe recommended by Boileau. In the 
following the blameable mixture occurs. He is defcribing 
Paradifc 

U a Univerfal 
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^Uiiivcrfal Pan 

Knk irfdi thfe Graces and tht Hours in d«i» 
Led on th' eternal fpfing. Not diat £ur fidA 
OF £nna, whei'c Pk-oferpine, gathering ilowcrs> 
Herfdf a fairer flower, by gloomy Dis 
\Va$ gathered : Which coft Oercs all that psdn 

X To feet her through the world 

dUight with thk Paradife 

Of feden ftrive 

The mention of Pan, the Graces and Hours, is here in the 
pure allegorical ftyie of poetry. Biit the ftory of Trofer- 
pine is not in allegory ^ it is mentioned in the i&me manner 
of authenticity as the many Scripture hiftories introduced 
into the Paradife Loft. When the angel brings Eve to 
Adamj Ihe appears 

i n naked beauty more adomM 
More lovely than Pandara, ^hom the Gods 
Endowed with all their gifts, and O too like 
In fad event, when to th' unwifer fon 
Of Japhet brought by Hermes (he enfnar*d 
Mankind with her fair looks^ to be avenged 
On him who faadftoie Jove's authentic &se* 

Here y^c have the heathen Gods, another origin of evil, 

and 
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and a t^hole ftiing of fablc39 alluded to as real eveols, or 
a level with his * iobge^ 

N<m: is poetical ufe the only defence of our injured au- 
thor. In the age of Camoens, Bacchus was eftecmed a 
real daemon : and celeftial Venus was coniidered as the 
name by which the Ethnics exprefled the divine love. 
But if the cold hyper-critic will ftill Uame our author for 
his alkgory* let it be repeated^ that of all Chriftian poets, 
Camoeof is in this the leaft reprehenfiUe. The heU» pur- 
gatoryi and paradife of Dante, form one continued unal* 
legorical texture of Pagan and Scriptural names, defcripn* 
tions, and ideas. Ariofto is continually in the fame faults 
And, if it is a fault to ufe the ancient poetical machinery 
an a poem where the heroes are Chriftians, Voltaire him** 
felf has infinitely more of the melange coupable than Camo- 
ens. The machinery of his Henriade is, as confefled by 
himfelf, upon th9 idea of the Pagan mythology. He cites 
Boileau, 

C*eft (Pun fcrupuh vain p<dlarmer fottement^ 

Et voulotr aux U^urs plaire fans agriment^ 

Bitf^m Us 4^ftndront di peindrt la prudence^ 

Dt donmr a Themis ni bandeau^ ni balance 

Et par^tout des difcours^ comme une idolatrie^ 

D^ns liurfaux %^le iront chaffer rallegorie. 

But 

• Nor arc theft the only inftanccs ; the death of Hercules, and feveral 
others in MOton, faU under the cenfure of an injudicious mixture of iacred 
^ni profane mythology and hiftory. 
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But he fupprcfles the verfes which immediately follow, 
where the introduftion of the true God is prohibited by 
the critic, 

Et fabuleux Chretiens y rfallom point dans nos finges^ 
Du Dieu de vcrite fain un Dieu de menfonges. 

Yet, the God of truth according to the Chriftian idea, in 
direft violation of this precept, is a confiderable perfonagc 
in the Pagan allegorical machinery of the Henriade. But 
the couplet laft cited, though as direft againft the Henri- 
ade as if it had been written to condemn it, is not in the 
Icaft degree applicable to the machinery of the Lufiad ; a 
machinery infinitely fuperior in every refpefl to that off 
Voltaire, though Camocns wrote at the revival of team- 
ing, 

f The machioery of the Henriade is briefly thus : The foul of 
St. Louis a6ts the part of Venus in the £neid, and always pro* 
te6ls the hero. When D'Auroale is wounded, and in danger of 
being killed. La Difcorde fees it, and covering him with her 
iron immenfe impenetrable buckler^ flies away with him to the gates 
of Paris, where fhe cures his wounds. She then comforts May- 
enne, the chief of the league againft Henry. She then flies in 
a whirlwind to the Vatican, where ftie meets La Politique. They 
then find humble religion in a defert, and doathing theijofelves in 
her facred veftments, return to Paris, where they ride about in a 
bloody chariot, along with the authors of the league. Thefe 
foon after are reprefented as at a magical facrifice, an obvious 
imitation of that of Caraoens» Lufiad VIIL where they have a 
Jew for their priciil ; and Henry appears to them riding in a cha- 
riot- 
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ing, ere criticifm had given her beft rules to the modem 
Mttfe. 

The poem of Camoens, indeed » fo fully vindicates it- 
fclf, that this defence of it perhaps may feem unneceiTary. 

Yet 

riot of vi^ory. Su Louts then ukes Henry, in a dream, through 
heaven and hell. La Difcorde goes in fearch of love, who is 
her brother ; and love ukes a journey to France, where, by the 
charms of Madamoifelle D'Etree, he entices Henry to negleft 
the war. St. Louis then fends the genius of France to roufe 
Henry. He returns to the (lege of Paris, but, on the point of 
carrying the city by ftorm, the angel of France prevents him. 
D'Aumale, on the part of the League, fights a duel ; and all 
the monfters of hell fly to his alUftance. But the heavens now 
open, and an angel defcends on the throne of the air, with the 
olive of peace, and tlie fword of God's vengeance. D'Aumale 
falls, and the infernal monfters fly away. But St. Louis mil 
not allow Henry to take the city. The Saint goes to the throne 
of God, and prays for Henr3r's converfion. The Eternal con- 
Jtnts ; Truth defcends from heaven to the Hero, who turns Ro- 
man Catholic St. Louis then appears, with an olive bough in 
his hand, and leads Henry to the gates of Paris, which now open 
at his call, and receive him in the name of God. And thus the 
machinery and the poem conclude together. 

Nor is the ridicule of this machinery more evident, than the 
want of unity of a^ion which charadterifes the Henriade. Hen- 
ry's journey to Engknd, though it fills near three parts of the 
poem, has no connexion with the other parts of the adion ; and 
the events do not arife from each other ; for St. Louis prevents 
the effeds of every vidory. And the cataftrophe is brought about 
by Henry's converHon, independent of every exertion of his ge- 
oeralfliip or valour, which are properly the fubjed of the poem« 
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Yet one conflderation will vindicate this defence. The 
poem is written in a language unknown in polite Htarah- 
ture. Few are able to ju^lge of the original, and the un- 
jud clamour raifed againft it by Rapin ^ and Voltaire^ has 

been 

• It is an unhappy thing to write in an unread tongue. Never 
was author fo mifreprefented by ignorance as the poet of Futii^ 
gal. Rapin, that cold-blooded critic, tells us, that to write a 
good Epic, " II fata dferoer de la frffortm dmi It d^fmy it is 
neceiTaTy to obferve proportion in the defign, joihieis m the 
thought, and not to &U into nunbMng.*' — He then afTerts, tlhat 
Camoens trefpaHes againft aU thefe rules — that he wants (filccni- 
ment and conduct — ^that he thought of nothing but to expre& the 
pride of his nadon, for his ftyle, he fays, ^ for &f fi^tmeux^ 
fierce and ftilted. In another place he fays, *' poettcaf diction 
ought to be clear, natural, and harmonioosi and obfcurity is tt^ 
greateft blemifh," — ^to which, having named Camoens, he adds, 
•* fes vert font Jt ohfcurt^ (^th pourroielU pe^ ftmr d;t m^jfie r t t ■ 
his rerfes are fo obfcure diat they may pafs fOr myfteries/''^ 
Perhaps the old French verfion may deferte this charader ; but 
certain it is firom hence, that Rapin never read the original* Pei'- 
fpicuity, elegant fimplicity, and the moft natural unftrained har« 
mony, is the juft charaiteriftic of the ftyle of Camoens. The 
appeal is to the world. And the firft Ltnguift of the age, has 
given the ftyle of Camoens a very different charaAer from this of 
Rapin : Camoenfium Lufitanum, cujui poefo adea vemtfia efi, adeo 
po^a^ ut nihiJ tffe poffk jucundAus ; interdum vera^ adeo eiaia^ gran-^ 
£Ioquaf ac Jonora^ ut tuh'd Jingi pofja magHtficenrius, Jonbs, Poe^ 
feos Aiiat. Comment. 

Montefquiea's high idea of the Lufiad is cited p. 139. We 
ihall only add the fuftrage of the great Cervantes, who, rn his 
Don Quixote, C. iv. 1. 6 moft warmly expreifes his idea of the 
excellence of the genius of Camoens. 
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been received in Europe as its true chara£ltr* Lord 
Kaimcs X, and other authors, very cordially condemn its 

mixture 

% Lord Kaimes thus follows Voltaire : ** Portugal was rifing 
ici power and iplendor Cit was haflcning to the very laftjlages of 
dechnfion) ** when Camoens wrote the Lufiad, and with reQ)e£t 
« to the mufic of verfe it has merit. The author however is far 
^' from ihining in point of tafhe (ttwji mqflerly defcr'tptton, and bound- 
left variety y howevH", are bit ebaraSerl/Het* He hat given the two 
JmeflfiBions in poetry* And according to Vokaire the fiory of Inrz, 
it tqudto tkehe^ written parte tf VirgU.) " He makes a ftrtnge 
** jumble of Heathen and Chriftian Deities. ** Gama»'' obierres 
*^ Vohdre^ ^ in a ftorm addrefles his prayers to Chrift, but it is 
<< Venos who comes to his relief.'* Voltaire's ohferration is but 
** too well founded (and it it indeed^ in the name of truth !). ** In 
** the firft booky Jove fummons a council of the Godst which is 
'^ defcribed at great length, for no earthly purpofe but to (hew 
^* that he favoured the Portuguefe : Bacchus, on the other hand, 
«< declares againft them on the following account, that he him- 
** felf had gained immortal glory as conqueror of India, which 
** woidd be eclipfed if the Indies (hould be Ct^u^uered a fecood 
** time by the Portuguefe. A Moorifh commaader having re- 
** ceived Oama with fm^, but with hafired in his heart, the 
" poet brings down Bacchus from heaven to confirm the Moor 
** in his wicked purposes, which would have been perpetrated, 
** had not Veniis interpofed in Garaa's behalf. In the (ecood 
** canto Bacchus feigns himfelf to be a Chr iftiaa), in order to de- 
** ceive the Portuguefe, bat Vcnas implores her fitther Jupiter to 
« protea them." 

Such is the view of the Lufiad given by a pr ofeffed Critic. It 
is impoifibie to m^e any remark on it without giving offence to 
falfe delicacy. But to that goddefs the Ti^nA?ctor df the injured 
Camoens will offer no facrifice. We have fully proved, and Ba- 
con has been cited to explain the philofophical jeafon of it, that 

the 
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mixture of Pagaa and Chrifttan mythology; even con- 
demn it in termsy as if the Lufiad, the poem which of all 

other 

the (pirit of poetry demands fomething fupernatural. Lucan has 
been feverely cen(ured» by the greateft of ancient and modern cri- 
tics, for the want of poetical cloathing or allegory. The (pint 
of poetry exifts in perfonification ; 

Tout prend un corps y wte ame^ un efprit^ am 'Otfage^^ 

and an allegorical machinery is eflential to the Epopoeia. In this 
manner Virgil and Homer conduA their poems. (See the ntite^ p. 
187^) But our critic perceives nothing of this kind in Camoens. 
Though the whole condud of the Lufiad depends upon the coun- 
cil held by Jove, upon the allegorical parts taken by the peribna- 
ges of the machinery ; 

Her fprcading honours thus the one infpir'd. 
And one the dread to lofc his worihip fir*d— 

and though this allegory is finely fuftained throughout the whole 
poem, where celeftial love is ever mindful (fee B. 9.) that Jove or 
fate had decreed that her altars (hould be reared in confequence 
of the fuccefs of her heroes ; though all this is truly Homeric, is 
what the world ever efteemed the true "fipic condud, our critics 
can fee no earthly purpofe in the council of Jove, but to (hew that 
he favoured the Lufians ; no realbn for the oppodtion of Bacchus, 
but that he had been conqueror of India, and was averfe it (hould 
be conquered a fecond time. In the fame ignorance of the Epic 
condudl is the vacant account of Bacchus and the Moor. But 
let our critic be told, that through the (ides of Camoens, if his 
blow will avail, he has murdered both Homer and Virgil. What 
condemns the council of Jove in the Lufiad, condemns the coun- 
cils 
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other modem ones is the moft unexceptionable in this, 
were in this mixture the moft egregioufly unfufierable — 
Befides, whatever has the fanAion of the celebrated name 
of Voltaire will be remembered, and unleis circumftanti- 

ally 

cUs of Jove In thefe models of die Epopooaf . . What condemns 
Bacchus and the Moor, condemns the part of Juno in the Eneid, 
and every interpofition of Jupo tad Neptune in Homer. To make 
the Lufians beliere that Mombafla was inhabited by Chriftians, 
the Moors took the Ambafiadors of Gama to a houfe, where 
they (hewed them a Chriftian altar. This is hifbory. Camoens, 
in the true fpirit of the Epic poetry, afcribes this S4>pearance to 
the illufion of Bacchus. Hedlor and Tumus are both thus de- 
ceived. And Bacchus, as already proved, was efteemed a £dlen 
angel when oar poet wrote. Nor are the ancients alone thus re- 
probated in the fentence pafTed upon Camoens. If his machinery 
muft be condemned, with what accumulated weight mull his 
ientence fall upon the greateft of our modem poets ! But the ' 
myftery is eafily explained : there are a race of Critics, who can- 
not perceive the noble profbpopoeia of Milton's angels, who pre- 
fer Vohmre*s Henrtade to the Paradifi Lqfl^ who would reduce 
a Virgil to a Lucan, a Camoens to a mere hiftorian : who would 
ftrip poetry of all her ornaments, becaufe they cannot fee them, 
of all her paffions, becaufe they cannot /eel them ; in a word, who 
would leave her notliing but the neatnefs, the cadence, and the 
tinkle of verfe. 



f It is truly aftonifhing, that one who has read the Epic poets fhould have 
made this objcOion. A School- boy needs not to be told how often a coun- 
cil of the Gods occurs in the Iliad, Odyflcy, and Eneid. A part of Mr. 
Pope's note on the fifth Odylley, may with propriety be here cited. " This 
" book, as well as the firft," fays he, " opens with anaflbmbly of the Gods. 
•• This is done to give an air of importance to his poem, and to prepare the 
" mind of the reader to expert every thini; that is great and noLlc, whtn 
^ Heaven is engaged in the care and protection of his heroes,'* 
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ally refbtedy may one time, perhsqM, * be appealed to, as 

decifivcy ia the controverGes of literary f merit* 

Other 

* Voltaire's defcription of the apparition near the Cape of 
Good Hope, is juft as wide of the original as bomhafl is from 
the true fuhlime : yet it has beea cited by fereral writers. In 
Camoens a dark cloud hovers over the fleet, a tremendous noiic 
is heard, GaiBa exclaims in amazement^ and the apparition ap- 
pears in the air, 

' » rifing thro' the darkea*d air, 
Appaird we iaw an hideous Phantom glarew-* 

Every part of the defcription in Carooens it fidUime and nobly 
adapted for the pencil. In Voltaire's laft edition, the paflage is 
thus rendered — ^* Cefi uneftmHme quo f^eieve^-At is a phantom 
which rifcs from the bottom of the lea, his head touches the 
clouds ; the tempefts, the winds, the thunders are around him, 
his arms are ftretched afar over the fur&ce of the waters" — ^Yet 
not one pidurefque idea of this is in the original. If the Phan- 
tom's arms are ftretched upon the furface of the waters, his 
flioulders, and his head, which touches the clouds, muft only 

be 

f As wc have paid attention to the ftridlures of Voluire, fbmc 
is alfo due to the praties which he beftows upon the Lufiad. 
Though he falfely aflerts that it wants connection, he immediate- 
ly adds, " Tout celaprouve enfln^ que Pouvrage eftplein des graruUt 
beauies — This only proves, in, fine, that the work is fidl of grand 
beauties, (ince thefe two hundred years it has been the delight of 
an ingenious nation." — The fi^on of the apparition, he owns, 
will pleafe in every age ; and of the epifbde of Inez, he fays, // 
y a pen d*endrofts dans Virglle plus attendnffants ^ memx ecrits^^ 
There are few parts of Virgil more tender or better written." 
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Odior vievrs of the conduft of the Lufiad now ofier 
themfelves. Befides the above remarks, many obfervati- 
ons on the machinery and poetical conduA, are in their 
proper places fcattered throughout the notes. The exu- 
berant eKckmations of Camoeas are there defended. Here 
let It only be added, that the unity of aAlon is not inter- 
nipted by tf&eie parentheles, and that if Milton's beautiful 
complaint of his blindnefi be not an imitation of them, it 
is in the fame maimer and fpirit. Nor will we Icruple to 
pronomice, that iiich addredes to the Mufe wodd have 

been 

be above the tide. Yet, though this imagerie, with tempefts, 
winds, and thanders iangiag around him, would be truly aUurd 
upon canvas, a celebrated Italian writer has aot onfy cited Vtdr 
taire's defcription, as that of the original, but has mended that of 
the Frenchman by a ftroke of his own. " The feet of the Phan- 
tom, (ays Stgnar A^arottiy are in the unfathomaWe abyfs of the fea.** 
f See hit treaiife on Newton* s Theory of Light and Colours.) And 
certainly, if his fhouldcrs and head reached from the furface of 
the waters to the clouds, the length which the ^^or has given 
to his parts under the waiter was so bad caJculation. Nor is Al- 
garotti the only abfiud retailer of Voltaire's mifreprefentations. 
An £ngli(h Travetter, who lately pubHihed an account of Spain 
and Portugal, has quite completed the figiure. '* Ses hraspeteti" 
dent au Unn fur la fitrfacedes eaux^ fays Voltaire ; and our Travel- 
ler thus tranflates it, *' His arms extend over the whole furface 
of the waters." And thus the burlefque painter is fumiflied with the 
fineft defign imaginable for the mock fublime. A figure up to the 
arm^ics in the water, its arms extending over the whole furface 
of the fisa, ks dieadin the olonds, and its feet in the unfathomable 
abyfs of the oeean ! very fine indeed, it is impoI&Ue to mend it 
farther. 
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been admired in Homer, are an interefting improvement 
on the Epopceia, and will certainly be imitated, if ever the 
world fhall behold another real Epic poem. 

The Lufiad, fays Voltaire, contains a fart of Epic poetry 
unheard of before. No heroes are nvounded a thoufand different 
ways : no woman ^ enticed away and the world overturned for 
her caufe. — But the very want of thefe, in place of fupport- 
ing the objection intended by Voltaire, points out the hap- 
py judgment and peculiar excellence of Camoens. If 
Homer has given us all the fire and hurry of battles, he 
^ has alfo given us all the uninterefling tirefome detail. What 
reader but muft be tired with the deaths of a thoufand he- 
roes, who are never mentioned before nor afterward in 
the poem. Yet in every battle we are wearied out with 
fuch Gazette returns of the flain and wounded-*— 

*E«7a»{ rif *tt/i**J«f , cTi el Zii/f mZhi iiotjin ; 
'Aa-o-atC9 fAty VfSira, tiai Avrivo9v, haI 'Ovirnvt 
Ka< L6\oira KXijllhit, ttai 'O4>j\7ior, hi 'AyiXan, 
AlavfADov r a(9t Ti, ual 'imr^Moy funx^^^ • 
Tvc ap V vytfAiva^ Aavoow iXiy* ai/rk^ iviO* 

II. lib. XI. Iln. 299. 
Thus imitated by Virgil, 

Caedicus Alcathoum obftruncat, Sacrator Hydafpem : 
Partheniumque Rapo, & pnedurum.viribus Qrien: 
Meflapus Qoniumque, Lycaoniumque Ericetem : 

Ilium, 
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Illumj infraeois eqai lapfu tellure jacentem ; 
Himcy peditem pedes. £t Lycius proceflerat Agb, 
Quern tamen haud expers Valerus virtutis avitx 
Dejecit : Atronium Salius ^ Saliumque Ncalccs 

^n. 1. X. 747. 

With fuch catalogues is every battle extended ; and what 
can be more tirefome than fuch uninterefting defcriptions 
and their imitations ! If the idea of the battle be raifed 
by fuch enumeration, ftill the copy and original are fo 
near each other, that they can never pleafe in two feparate 
poems. Nor are the greater parts of the battles of the 
Eneid much more diftant from thofe of the Iliad. Though 
Virgil with great art has introduced a Camilla, a Pallas, 
and a Laufus, ftill in many particulars, and in the fights 
there is, upon the whole, fuch a famenefs with the Iliad, 
that the learned reader of the Eneid is deprived of the plea« 
fure infpired by originality. If the man of tafte, how- 
ever, will be pleafed to mark how the genius of a Virgil 
has managed a war after a Homer, he will certainly be tir- 
ed with a dozen of Epic poems in the fame ftyle. Where 
the fiege of a town and battles are the fubje£t of an Epic, 
there will of neceflity, in the charadlers and circumftances, 
be a refemblance to Homer ; and fuch poem muft therefore 
want originality. Happy for Taffo, the variation of man- 
ners, and his mafterly fuperiority over Homer in defcrib- 
ing his duels, have given his Jerufalem an air of novelty. 
Yet with all the difference between Chriftian and Pagan 

heroes, 
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heroes, we have a Priam, aa AgameraiiOD, an Adulles, 
&c. armiei ilaugfatered, and a city bcficged. In a word, 
we have a handfome copy of the Iliad in the Jcruialem de- 
livered. If ibme iBikations, however, have been fqccefs- 
fill, how many other Epics of ancient and modern times 
,have hurried down the ftream of oblivion ! Some of their 
authors had poetical merit, but the fault was in the choice 
of their fubjefts. So fully is the ftrife of war exhaufted by 
Homer, that Virgil and Taflb could add to it but little 
novelty; no wonder, therefore, that fo many Epics on 
battles and fieges have been fufiered to fink into utter ne- 
gleft. Camoens, perhaps, did not weigh thefe circum- 
fiances ; but the ftrength of his poetical genius directed 
him. He could not but feel what it was to read Virgil 
after Homer ; and the original turn and force of his mind 
led him from the beaten track of Helens and Lavinias, 
AchiUefes and He£lors, fieges and {laughters, where the 
hero hews down and drives to flight whole armies with his 
own fword. To conftitute a poem worthy of the name of 
Epic in the higheft and ftriAeft fenfe, fome grand charac- 
teriftics of fubjeft and conduct, peculiarly its own, are ab- 
folutely neceflary. Of all the moderns, Camoens and 
Milton have alone attained this grand peculiarity in an 
eminent degree. Camoens was the firft genuine and fuc- 
cefsful poet who wooed the modern Epic Mufe, and (he 
gave him the wreath of a firft Lover : A fort of Epic Poe* 
try unheard of before \ or, as Voltaire calls it (in his lafl: 
edition,) une nouvelle efpice d^Epopee^ And the grandeft 

fubjeft 
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JiiljeA it is (of pro£ine hiftory) which the world has ever 
befadd f . A vopge cftccmcd too great for man to dare ; 
the adventures of this voyage, through unknown oceans, 
deemed unnavigable ; the Eaftern World happily difcover- 
ed, and for ever indiffohibly joined and given to the Wef- 
tem } the grand Portuguefc empire in the Eaft founded ; 
the humanization of mankiqd, and univerfal commerce 
the confequcnce ! What are the adventures of an old fa- 
bulous hero's arrival in Britain, what are Greece and La- 
tium in arms for a woman, compared to this ! Troy is in 
aihes, and even the Roman empire is no more. But the 
eScQs of the voyage,- adventures, and bravery of the Hero 
.of the Luiiad, will be felt and beheld, and perhaps in« 
create in importance, while the world fhall remain. 

Happy in his choice, happy alfo was the genius of Ca- 
VOL. I. X moens 

-|- The Draraa and the Epopceia are in nothing fo difFercnt as in 
this : The fubjeAs of the Drama are inexhauftible, thofe of the 
Epopceia are perhaps exhauiled. He who chufes war and the war- 
like chara^ers, cannot appear as an original. It was well for the 
memory of Pope, that he did not write the Epic poem he intend- 
ed. It would have been only a copy of Virgil. Caraoens and 
Milton have been happy in the novelty of their fubjedts ; and thefe 
tliey have exhaufted. There cannot poiHbly be fo important, a 
voyage as that which gave the Eaftern World to the W«ftern. 
And did even the ftory of Columbus afford materials equal to that 
of Gama, the adventures of the hero, and the view of the extent 
of his difcoveries, muft now Z'^czr as fervile copies of the Lufiad. 
The view of Spanifh America, given in the yfuracanay is not only 
a mere copy, bat is introduced ev^ by the very machinery of 
Camoens. ^ 



ccdrni DISSERTATION, 

moens in the method of purfuing his fubjed. He hasnof, 
like TzSb, given it a total appearance of fidtion ; nor has 
he, like Lucan, excluded allegory and poetical machinery. 
Whether he intended it or not, for his genius was fufBci- 
ent to fugged its propriety, the judicious precept of Pctrc^^ 
nius is the model of the Lufiad. That elegant writer proi- 
pofes a poem on the civil war ; Ecce Belli Ciwlis, fays he, 

irtgens opus Non enim res gejla verftbus comprebendendk 

funt (quod lange melius hiflorici faciunt ) fed per ambages DeO" 
rumque minifieria^ y fabulofum fententiarum tormentum pr^e^ 
cipitandus ejl liber fpiritus :■ ut potius furentis animi vaticina^ 

tio appareaty quam religiofa orationis fub teftibus fides ^No 

poem, ancient or modern, merits this charafter in any d^ 
gree comparative to the Lufiad. A truth of hiftory is prc*- 
ferved, yet, what is improper fw the hiftorian, the mtn]f> 
try of heaven is employed, and the free fpirit of poetry 
throws itfelf into fiftions, which make the whole appear 
as an effufion of prophetic fury, and not like a rigid detail 
of fa£ls given under the fan£lion of witneiles. Contrary to 
Lucan, who, in the above rules drawn from the nature of 
poetry, is feverely condemned by Petronius, Camoens con- 
du£ls his poem per ambages Deorumque minifleria* The ap- 
parition, which in the night hovers athwart the fleet near 
the Cape of Good Hope, is the grandef^ fiftion in hu<aan 
compofition ; the invention his own ! In the liland of Ve- 
nus, the ufc of which fiAIon in an Epic poem is alfo his 
own, he has given the completed: afTemblage of all the 
flowers which have ever adorned the bowers of love. And 

never 
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never was Xhtfurtntis animi vaticinatio more confpicuouily 
difplayed than in the prophetic fong^ the view of the 
fpheres, and of the globe of the earth. Taflb's imitation 
of the Ifland of Venus is not equal to the original ; and 
though << Virgil's myrtles * dropping blood are nothing to 
*• Taflb's inchanted foreft," what are all Ifmeno's inchant- 
mpnts to the grandeur and horror of the appearance^ pro- 
phecy, and evanifhment of the fpeftre of Camoens ! f — It 
has been long agreed among the critics, that the folemnity 
of religious obfervances gives great dignity to the hiftorical 
narrative of the Epopoeia. Camoens, in the embarkation 
of the fleet, and in feveral other places, is peculiarly happy 
in the dignity of religious alluiions. Manners and charac- 
ter are alfo required in the Epic poem. But all the Epics 
which have appeared, are, except two, mere copies of the 
Iliad in thefe. Every one has its Agamemnon, Achilles, 
Ajax, and Ulyfles, its calm, furious, grofs, and intelligent 
hero. Camoens and Milton happily left this beaten track, 
this exhaufted field, and have given us piftures of manners 
unknown in the Iliad, the Eneid, and all thofe poems which 
may be dafled with the Thebaid. The Lufiad abounds 

X 2 with 

♦ See Letters on Chivalry and RomaAce* 

f The Lufiad is alfo rendered poetical by other fi<5lions. The 
elegant fatire on king Sebaftian, under the name of Adteon ; and 
the profopopoeia of the populace of Portugal venting their mur- 
murs upon the beach when Gama fets fail, difplay the richnefs of 
our Author's poetical genius, and are not inferior to any thing of 
the kind in the ClaiHcs. 
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with pi£hires of manners, fironi thofe of the higheft 
chivalry, to thofe of the rudeft, fierceft, and moft inno-* 
cent barbarifm. In the fifth, fixth, and ninth books, 
Leonardo and Velofo are painted in ftronger colours than 
any of the inferior chara£bers in Virgil. But ftriking cha-' 
ra£ler, indeed, is not the excellence of the Eneid. That 
of Monzaida, the friend of Gama, is much fuperior to that 
of Achates. The bafe, felfi(h, perfidious, and cruel cha- 
. rafter of the Zamorim and the Moors, are painted in the 
ftrongeft colours ; and the charafter of Gama himfelf, is 
that of the finifhed hero. His cool command of his pafii" 
ons, his deep fagacity, his fixed intrepidity, his tendemefs 
of heart, his manly piety, and his high enthufiafin in the 
love of his country, are all difplayed in the fuperlative de- 
gree—And to the novelty of the manners of the Lufiad, 
let the novelty of fire-arms alfo be added. It has been faid» 
that the buckler, the bow^ and the fpear, muft ever con- 
tinue the arms of poetry. Yet, however unfuccefsfiil others 
may have been, Camoens has proved that fire-arms may 
be introduced with the greateft dignity and fineft eflfeft in 
the Epic Poem. 

As the grand intereft of commerce and of mankind 
forms the fubje(El of the Lufiad, fo with great propriety, 
as neceflary accompaniments to the voyage of his Hero, 
the Author has given poetical piftures of the four parts of 
the world. In the third book a view of Europe ; in the 
fifth a view of Africa ; and in the tenth, a pifturc of Afia 

and 
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and America. Homer and Virgil have been highly praifed 
for their judgment in their fele^on of fubjefb which in^ 
terefted their countrymen ; and Statius has been as fevere- 
ly condemned for his uninterefting choice. But though 
the fubjeft of Camoens be particularly interefting to his 
countrymen, it has aifo the peculiar hapfttnefs to be the 
Poem of every trading nation. It is the Epic Poem of the 
Birth of Commerce. And in a particular manner the Epic 
Poem of that country which has the controul and pofiefli- 
on of the commerce of lAdia. 

An unexhaufted fertility and variety of poetical defcrip- 
tion, an unexhaufted elevation of fentiment, and a conftant 
tenor of the grand fimplicity of di£Uon, complete the cha- 
ra^er of the Lufiad of Camoens : Apoem,^ whichi though 
it has hitherto received from the public moft unmerited 
negleA, and from the critics moft flagrant injuftice, was 
yet better underftood by the greatcft poet of Italy. Tailb 
never did his Judgment more credit, than when he confefi^ 
ed that he dreaded Camoens as a rival ; or his generofity 
more honour, than when he addreiled this elegant Sonnet 
to the Hero of the Lufiad : 

SONNETTO. 

Vafco, le cui felici, ardlte antenne 
In contro al fol, che ne riporta il giorno 
Spiegar le vele, e fer colaritorno. 
Dove egli par che di cadere accenne ; 

Non 
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Non piu di te per afpro mar foftenne 
Qi^el, die fece al Cidopc oltraggio, e fcomo ; 
Nc chi torbo FArpie nel fuo foggiorno ; 
Ne dig piu bel foggetto a colte penne. 

Et hor quella dd colto> e buon' Luigi, 
Tant' oltre ftende il gloriofo volo 
Che i tuoi fpalmati legni andar men lunge. 
Ond' a quelll, a cui s'alza il noftro polo, 
Et a chi ferma in contra i*fuoi veftigi> 
Per lui del corfo tuo la fama aggiunge. 

SONNET. 

Vafco, whofe bold and happy bowfprit bore 
Againft the rifing morn ; and^ homeward fraught, 
Whofe fails came weftward with the day, and brought 
The wealth of India to thy native fhore ; 
Ne'er did the Greek fuch length of feas explore, 
Tlie Greek, who forrow to the Cyclop wrought 5 
And he, who, Viftor, with the Harpies fought. 
Never fuch pomp of naval honours wore. 

Great as thou art, and peerlefs in renown, 
Yet thou to Camoens ow'ft thy nobleft fame ; 
Farther than thou didft fail, hi$ deathlefs fong 
Shall bear the dazzling fplendor of thy name ; 
And under many a Iky thy aftions crown. 
While Time and Fame together glide along. 



It 
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It only remains to give fome account of the Veriion of 
the Lufiad, which is now offered to the Public. Befides 
the Tranflations mentioned in the life of Camoens, M. 
Duperron Dc Caftera, in 1735, gave in French profe a 
loofe unpoetical paraphraie * of the Lufiad. Nor does Sir 

Richard 

^ Caftera was every Mray unequal to his taflc He did not 
perceive his author's beauties. He either fuppreffes or lowers the 
nioft poetical pafTages, and fubiHtutes French tinfel and imperti- 
nence in their place. In the neceiTary illufbations in the notes^ 
the citations from Caftera will vindicate this chara^er. 

Soon after the firft publication of the Englifh Lufiad, a new 
French profe tranflation of Camoens was publiihed by Mr. Le da 
Harpe. He confefTes that he received a literal tranflation of his 
Author, from a perfbn well acquainted with the Original. This, 
he fays, he propofed to animate with the fire of poetry ; and he 
owns he has fbmetimes abridged his text. His flyle, however, 
is much lefs poetical than even Caflera's, whom he fevjerely con- 
demns. A literal profe tranflation of poetry is an attempt as ab- 
furd as to tranflate fire into water. What a wretched figure do the 
roofl elegant odes of Horace make in a literal profe tranflation ! 
And no literal tranflation for the ufe of fchools was ever more 
unlike the Original, in fpirit, vigour, and elegance, than 
the fometimes literal, and fometimes mangled verfion of M. de 
La Harpe, which feems to be publifhed as a facrifice to the wound- 
ed vanity of his admired Voltaire. La Harpe ftands forth, 
againfl Caftera, as the defender of Voltaire's criticifm on the 
Lufiad. Caftera, indeed, has fometimes abfurdly defended his 
Author ; but a tranOator of the Lufiad, who could not perceive 
the many grofs mifreprefentations of Voltaire, muft have hurried 
©?er his Author with very little attention. He adopts the fpirit 

of 
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Richard Fanfhaw's Englifli verfion^ publifhed during the 
ufurpation of Cromwell, merit a better charafter. Though 
flanza be rendered for ftanza, though at firft view it has 
the appearance of being exceedingly literal^ this verfion is 
neverthelefs unfaithful. Uncountenanced by his original^ 

FanChaw teems with many a dead-bornjefl * Nor had 

he the leaft idea of the dignity of the Epic f ftyle, or of the 

true 

of all Voltaire's objedlioDSy and commends only where he 
commends. Want of unity in the Epic condudt is Voltaire's 
i^ry rafh charadter of Camoens. And La Harpe as rafhly 
afTerts, that the poem ends in the feventh book, when 
Gama arrives in India. But he might as well have aflert- 
ed, that the Eneid ends with the landing of Eneas in Italy. 
Both heroes have much to accomplish after their arrival in 
the defined country. And the return of Gama, after having fub- 
dued every danger, is exaftly parallel to the death of Tumus. 
And this Return, without which Gama's enterprize is incom- 
plete, is managed by Camoens, at the clofe of his poem, in the 
concife and true fpirit of Virgil. A tranflator of the Lufiad, who 
could not perceive this, is indeed rnqfi tngenloujiy fuperficiaL But 
La Harpe's fentence on the Paradife Loft, which he calls ** £gne 
** d*unJiecU de bariarie-^worxhy of age of an barbarity," will give 
the Englifh reader a juft idea of his poetical tafte. 
* Pope, OdyfT. xx. 

t Richard Fanfhaw, Efq ; afterwards Sir Richard, was Eng- 
lifh AmbafTador, both at Madrid and Lifbon.. He had a tafte for 
literature, and tranflated from the Italian feveral pieces, which 
were of fervice in the refinement of our poetry. Though his Lu- 
fiad, by the dedication of it to IVHIiam Earl of StrqffbrJ^ dated 
May z, 1655, feems as publifhed by himfeif, we are told by the 
Editor of his Letters, that " during the unfetded times of our 

• ** Anarchy^ 
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true Ipirit of poetical tranflation. For this, indeed, no 
definite rule can be given. The Tranflator's feelings alone 

mud 

** Anarchy^ fome of his MSS. falling by misfortune into unflcilfiil 
*' hands, were printed andpubliflicd without his confent or know- 
'^ ledge, and before he could give them his lad finishing ftrokes ; 
*^ Such was his tranflation of die LufiadsJ* 

The great refped due to die memory of a gentleman, who, in 
the unpropitious age of a Cromwell, endeavoured to cultivate the 
Engliih Mufes, and the acknowledgment of his friend, that his 
Lufiad received not his finifhing ftrokes, may feem to deman4 
that a veil (hould be thrown over its faults. And not a blemifh 
(hould have been pointed out by the prefent Tranflator, if the 
reputation of Camoens were unconcerned, and if it were not a 
duty he owed his reader to give a fpecimen of the former tranfla- 
tion. We have proved that Voltaire read and drew his opinion of 
the Lufiad from Fanfhaw. And Rapin mofl: probably drew his 
from the fame fource, Perfpicuity is the charadleriflic of Ca- 
moens ; yet Rapin fays, his verfes are {o obfcure they ap- 
pear like myfleries. Fanfhaw is indeed fo obfcure, that the prefent 
Tranflator, in dipping into him, into parts which he had even then 
tranflated, has often J)een obliged to have recourfe to the Portu- 
I guefe, to difcover his meaning. Sancho Panza was not fonder 
of proverbs. He has thrufb many into his verfion. He can ne- 
ver have enough of conceits, low alluGons, and cxprefHons. 
When gathering of flowers, " as boninas apanhando^^ is fimply 
mentioned (C. 9. ft. 24.) he ^N^shy gather djlowers by pecks. 
And the Indian Regent is avaricious (C. 8, ft. 95.) 

Meaning a better penny thence to get ^ 

But enough of thefe have already appeared in the notes. It is nc- 
ceiTary now to give a few of his fUnzas entire, that the reader may 
form an idea of the manner and fpirit of the old tranflation. Nor 

fhaU 
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xnuft direA him ; for the fpirit of poetry is fure to ev^po* 

rate in literal tranflation. 

Literal tranflation of poetry is in reality a folecifm. You 
may conftnie your author^ indeed^ but if with fomc 
Tranflators you boaft that you have left your author to 
fpeak for himfelf, that you have neither added nor dimi- 
nifhed, you have in reality grofsly abufed him, and deceived 
yourfelf. Your literal tranflation can have no claim to 
the original felicities of expreflion, the energy, elegance, 
and fire of the original poetry. It may bear, indeed, a 
refemblance, but fuch a one as a corpfe in the fepulchre 
bears to the former man when he moved in the bloom and 
^^gour of life. 

Nee verhum vettbo curabis reddere^ fides 
Interprcs 

was the tafte of the Auguftan age. None but a Poet can 
tranflate a Poet. The freedom which this precept gives, 
will, therefore, in a poet's hands, not only infiife the en- 
ergy, elegance, and fire of his author's poetry into his own 
verfion, but will give it alfo the fpirit of an original. 

He who can conftrue may perform all that is claimed by 
the literal Tranflator. He who attempts the manner of 

trsinflation 

(hall we feledt the fpecimens. The noble attitude of Mars io the 
firfl book, is the firft ftriking defcription in the poem, and is thu^ 
rendered \ 
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tranflation prefcribed by Horace, ventures upon a tafk of 
genius. Yet, however daring the undertaking, and how^ 
ever he may have £uled in it, the Tranflator acknowledges, 
that in this fpirit he endeavoured to give the Lufiad in Eng* 

Uih. 

Lifting a little up his Helmet-fight 
('Twas adamant) with confidence enough. 
To give his Tote himfelf he placed right 
Before the throne of Jove, arm'd, valiant, tough : 
And (giving with the butt-end of his pyke 
A great thumpe on the floor of pareft ftufie) 
T^he heavens did tremble, and Apollo's light 
It went and came, like colour in a frighu 

And the appearance of Indians in canoes ^proaching the fleet, is 
the very next deicription which occurs ; 

For ftreight out of that Ifle which feemM moft neer 

Unto the continent, Behold a number 

Of little Boats in companie appeer. 

Which (clapping all wings on) the long Sea funder ; 

The men are rapt with joy, and with the meer 

Excefs of it, can cnly looks and wonder. 
What nation's this, (within themfelves they fay) 
What rites, what laws, what king do they obey ? 

Their coming thus : In boats with fins ; nor flat, 
But apt t' o'er-fct (as being pincht and long) 
Amdiben tbeydfwim like raU •. The faylcs, of mat 
Made of palm-leaves wove curioufly and ftrong. 
The mens complexion, the felf-fame with that 
His gave-the earth's burnt parts (from heaven flung) 
Who was more brave than wife ; That this is true 
-The Po doth know and Lampctu£i rue. 

It may be neceflary to add, the verfion of Fanfliaw, though the 
Lufiad very particularly requires them, was given to the Public 
without one note. 

* Not in the Original. 
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liifh. Even farther liberties, in one or two inftances, feem- 

ed to him advantageous But a minutene(s * in the 

mention of thefe will not, in thefe pages, appear with a 
good grace. He fhall only add, in this new Edition, that 
fome of the mod eminent of the Portuguefe Literati, both 
in England, and on the Continent, have approved of thefe 
freedoms ; and the Original is in the hands of the world. 

It 

* Some liberties of a lefs poetical kind, however, require to 
be mentioned. In Homer and Virgil's lifts of (lain warriors, 
Dryden and Pope have omitted feveral names which would have 
rendered Englifli verfification dull and tireibme. Several allufions 
to ancient hiftory and fable have for this reaibn been abridged, e, 
g. In the prayer of Gama (Book 6.) the mention of Paul, ** thou 
who deliveredft Paul, and defendedft him froni quickfands and 
wild waves — 

Dasfcyrtes arenofas ^ (mdasftai ^* 

is omitted. However excellent in the original, the prayer in 
Engliih, fuch is the difference of languages, would lofe both its 
dignity and ardour, if burthened with a Luther enumeration. 
Nor let the critic, if he find the meaning of Camoens in fome in- 
ftances altered, imagine that he has found a blunder in the Tran- 
flator. He who chufes to fee a flight alteration of this kind, 
will find an inflance, which will give him an idea of others, in 
Can. 8. ft. 48. and another in Can. 7. ft. 41. It was not to gra- 
tify the Dull Few, whofe greatcft pleafure in reading a tranflation 
is to fee what the author exadlly fays ; it was to give a poem that 
might live in the Englifh language which was the ambition of the 
Tranflator. And for the fame reafon he has not confined himfelf 
to the Portuguefe or Spanifh pronunciation of proper names* It 
is ingenioufly obferved in the Rambler, that Milton, bytheintro- 
du^ion of proper names, often gives great dignity to his verfe. 

Regardlefs, 
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It is with particular plcafure that the Tranflator renews 
his acknowledgments to thofe Gentlemeti who have patro- 
nifed his work. On his firfl propofals to give the Luiiad 
in Englifh, the ingenious Mr. Magellan, of the family of 
the celebrated Navigator, was zealous to promote its fuccefi. 
To many Portuguefe Gentlemen he owes the affiftance of 
books and information, conferred in the mofl liberal man- 
ner : and their approbation of his fir ft Edition reconciles 
him to a review of his labours. Both to public and private 
libraries he is much indebted ; particularly to the valuable 
colleftion of Thomas Pearfon,Efq; of the Eaft India Com- 
pany's fcrvice. The approbation expreflcd by feveral Gen- 
tlemen of the Eaft India Company, on the appearance of 
the poem on the Difcovery of India in its Englifh drefs, 
gave the Tranflator the finccreftfatisfaftion. To Governor 
Johnftone, whofe anceftors have been the hereditary pa- 
trons of the anceftors of the Tranflator, he is under every 

obligation 

Regardlefs, therefore, of Spanifh pronunciation, the Tranflator 
has accented Granada, Evora, &c. in the manner which feemed 
to him to give raoft dignity to Englifh verrification. In the word 
Sofala he has even rejefted the authority of Milton, and followed 
the more fonorous ufage of Fanfhaw. Thus Sir Richard: 
« jlgaif^ Sofala* shattered fort,'* And thus Milton.: *^Jnd Sofala 
thought Ophir — ** Which is the moft fonorous there can be no 
dilate. If the Tranflator, however, is found to have trefpaffed 
againft good tafte in thefe liberties in the pronunciation of proper 
names, he will be very willing to acknowledge and correft his 
error. 



ccdxx DISSERTATION. 

obligation which the warmefl zeal to promote the fuccels 
of his undertaking can poflibly confer. To this Gentle- 
man, in a great meafure, the appearance of the Lufiad in 
Englifh is due. To the friendfhip of Mr. Hoole, the ele- 
gant Tranflator of TaiTo, he is peculiarly indebted. To 
James Bofweli^ Efq; he confefles many obligations. And 
while thus he recolleAs with pleafure the names of many 
Gentlemen from whom he has received ailiftance or en- 
couragement, he is happy to be enabled to add Dr. John- 
ion to the number of thofe, whofe kindnefs for the man, 
and good wifhes for the Tranflation, call for his fincereft 
gratitude. Nor muft a tribute to the memory of Dr. Gold- 
fmith be negle^ed. He faw a part of this verfion ; but 
he cannot now receive the thanks of the Tranfl.it or. The 
manner in which his Grace the Duke of Buccleugh took 
the Englifh Lufiad under his patronage, infinitely inhanc- 
ed the honour of his acceptance of the Dedication. 

But, though previous to publication the Tranflator was 
thus flattered with the approbation of fome names, for 
whom the Public bear the grcateft refpeft ; though he in- 
troduced to the Englifli Reader a Poem, truly Virgilian, 
he confefled he had his fears for his fate. And however 
the approbation of fome of the greateft names in the Eng- 
lifli polite literature may have fince gratified his faultering 
hopes, the confcience of his inability and the charafter of 
the age, gave no falfe foundation to his uneafy apprehen- 
fions. We are not^ indeed, in the condition of ancient 

Rome,* 
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Rome, when, in the decleniion of her literature, the La- 
tin tongue was defpifed, and the Greek only admired. Yet, 
though a mafterly treatife in fome branches of literature 
would immediately receive the reward due to merit ; * ere 
the juft reputation of his poetry be fixed, the Author peN 
haps may be where the applaufe of the world cannot come. 
Long after Shakefpeare wrote, and thirty years after the 
Faradife Loft was publifhed, Shaftfbury pronounced that 
the Englifli Mufes were lifping in their cradles. And Tem- 
ple, a much greater authority in poetical tafte,'efteems Sid- 
ney the greateft of all modern poets. Nor was his negle£): 
of Milton fingular. Even though that immortal Author's 
reputation be now fixed, I have known a learned gentleman 
who could not endure a line of the Paradife Loft ; who 
yet, with Teeming rapture, would repeat whole pages of 
Ovid. There is a charm in the found of a language which 
is not debafed by familiar ufe. And as it was in falling 
Rome, nothing in his vernacular tongue will be highly 
efteemed by the Scholar of dull tafte. A work which 
claims poetical merit, while its reputation is uneftablifhed, 
is beheld, by the great majority, with a cold and a jea- 
lous eye. The prefent age, indeed, is happily aufpicious 
to Science and the Arts ; but Poetry is neither the general 
tafte, nor the faihionable favourite of thefe * times. Often, 

in 

* " Poetry makes a principal amufement among unpolifhed 
nations ; but in a country verging to the extremes of refinement. 
Painting and Mufic come in for a fhare. As thefe offer die fee- 
ble 
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in the difplrited hour^ have thefe views obtruded upon 
the Tranflator. While he has left his Author upon the 
table and wandered in the fields^ thefe views have cloathed 
themfelves almoft imperceptibly in the ftanza and allegory 
cfSpenfer* Thus connected with the Tranflation ofCa- 
moens^ unfiniihed as they are, they ihall clofe the Intro- 
du£tion to the Englilh Luiiad. 

Hence, vagrant Minftrel, from my thriving farm. 
Far hence, nor ween to fhed thy poifon here : 
My hinds dcfpiic thy lyre's ignoble charm 5 
Seek in the Sloggard's bowers thy ill-earn'd cheer : 
There while thy idle chaunting ibothes their ear. 
The noxious thiftle choaks their fickly corn ; 
Tlielr apple boughs, ungraff'd, four wildings bear. 
And o'er the ill*fenced dales with fleeces torn 
Unguarded from the fox, their lamUdns ftray fcnrlom. 

Such ruin withers the neglefted foil. 
When to the fong the ill-ftarr'd fwain attends. 
And well thy meed repays thy worthlefs foil ; 
Upon thy houfclefs head pale want defcends 

In 



ble mind a lefs laborious entertainment, they at firft rival Poetry, 
and at lengtli fupplant her ; they engrofs all that hrowr once Hiewn 
to her, and though but younger fifters, feize upon the elder'a 
birthright." — Goldfmitb. 
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In bitter fliowcr : And taunting fcorn ftill rends, 
And wakes thee trembling from tby gcdden dream : 
In vetchy bed, or loathly dungeon ends 

Thy idled life ^What fitter may befeem. 

Who poifoBs thus the fount, ihould drink the poiibn'd 
ftream* 

And is it thus, the heart-ftong Minftrd cr/d. 
While indignation fliook his filver'd head, 
And is it thus, the grofs-fed lordling's pride. 
And hind's bafe tongue the gentle Bard upbraid ( 
And muft the holy fong be thus repaid 
By fun-balk'd ignorance^ and chorlifh fcorn ! 
While liftlefs drooping in the languid fhade 
Of cold negleA, the facred Bard muft mourn. 
Though in his hallowed breaft beaven^s pureft ardours 
bum I r 

Tet how lublime, O Bard, the dread beheft, 
The awful truft to thee by heaven alEgn'd ! 
Tis thine to humanife the fayage breaft. 
And form iii Virtue's mould the youthful mind ; 
Where lurks the latent fpark of generous kind, 
Tis thine to bid the dormant ember blaze : 
Heroic rage with gentlcft worth combin'd 
Wide through the land thy forming power difplays. 
So fpread the olive boughs beneath Dan Phoebu's rays. 

Vpl. I. Y When 
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When Heaven decreed to foodie the feuds that tore 
The wolf-eyed Barons, whofe unlettered rage 
Spum'd the fair Mufe } Heaven bade on Avon's ihore 
A Shakefpeare rife and foothe the barbarous age ; 
A Shakefpeare rofe ; the barbarous heats afwage — 
At diftance due how many bards attend ! 
Enlarged and liberal from the narrow cage 
Of blinded zeal new manners wide extend. 
And o'er the generous bread: the dews of heaven defcend. 

And fits it you, ye fons of hallowed power. 
To hear, unmoved, the tongue of fcom upbraid 
The Mufe neglcfted in her wintery bower ; 
While proudly flouriftiing in princely (hade 
Her younger fitters lift the laurel'd head— 
And (hall the pencil's boldett mimic rage, 
' Or fofteft charms, fore^doom'd in time to fade. 
Shall thefe be vaunted o'er th' immortal page. 
Where pafiion's Uving fires burn unlmpair'd by age ! 

And fhall the warbled ftrain or fweeteft lyre. 
Thrilling the palace roof at night's deep hour ; 
And (hall the nightingales in woodland choir 
The voice of heaven in fweeter raptures pour ! 
Ah no, their fong is tranfient as the flower 
Of April morn : In vain the (hepherd boy 
Sits liftening in the filent Autumn bower ; 
The year no more reftores the fhort-lived joy ; 
And never more his harp (hall Orpheus' hands employ. 

Eternal 
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Eternal Silence in her cold deaf ear 
Has clofed his ftrain ; and deep eternal night 
Has o'er Apelles' tints, fo bright while-ere. 
Drawn her blank curtains — ^never to the fight 
More to be given— ^-But cloathM in heaven's own light 
Homer's bold painting fhall immortal ihine ; 
Wide o'er the world fhall ever (bund the mighty 
The raptured mufic of each deathleis line : 
For death nor time may touch their living foul divine. 

And what the ftrain, though Perez fweli the note, 
High though its rapture, to the Mu(e of fire ! 
Ah what the tranfient founds, devoid of thought, 
To Shakefpeare's flame of ever-burning ire. 
Or Milton's flood of mind, till time expire 
Foredoom'd to flow ; as heaven's dread energy 
Unconfcious of the bounds of place 
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Cofia Jai Patentes dos Flee Retire Capitaes Generaesda In£a^ C9n^ 
forme fe achao no Concdho Ubramarino em Ltjboa. 

•* T^ N.... por graga de Decs Rey de Portugal e dos Algar- 
\ 3 ves, d'aquem c d'alem-mar em Africa, Senhor de 
Guine, e da Conqaifta, Navega9ao e Comercio da Ethiopk, 
Arabia* Perfia, e da India, l^c. 

'* Fa^o laber aos que efta minha Carta-Patente virem, que aten- 
dendo a qualidade, merecimento, e mais partes que concorrem na 
peflba de N.... Hei por bem de o nomear (como por efta no- 
meio) no cmprego de Vice-Rey, e Capitao-general de mar e ter- 
ra, dos Eftados da India, e fuas dependencias, por tempo de 
trez annos, e o mais que £u for fervido, em quanto Ihe nao no- 
mear fucceffor ; e com o dito governo avera o foldo de 24,000 
cruzados pages em cada hum anno na forma das minhas ordens : 
e gozara de todas as hooras, poderes, mando, jurifdi^ao, e al9a* 
da, que tern, e deque gozarao os provides no dito Governo ; e - 
do mais que por minhas ordens Ihe for concedido, como Vice* 
Rey e Capitao-general, meu Lugartenente, e imediato a minha 
Real Peffoa. Peloque mando ao Vice-Rey feu antecefTor, ou a 

peflba 
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peflba que eftiver gorernando, d^ pofle do mefmo Governo gerat 
do Eftado da India ao dito N.... E outrofim ordeno a todos os 
OfHciais de Guerniy Jufti9a9 e Fazenda, que em tudo Ihe obede- 
^aoy e cumprao fuas ordenSy e mandadosy como a feu Vice-Rey e 
Capitao-general : e o Tizoureiro, ou Recebedor da minfaa Fa* 
zcnduy a quem o recebimeiito das rendas da India tocar, Ihe fara 
pagamento do referido fbldo aos quarteis, por efta Carta-Patente 
fomentey fern para ifto fer necefiaria outra Provizao minha* a qual 
fe regiftara para o dito eifeito nos livros da fua defpeza, para 
fe Ihe levar em conta. E o dito F... jurara emminha Chancella- 
ria, na forma coftunada^ deque fe fant a^Suitonas coftas defta 
minha Cana-Fatente j e antes de partir deila Corte, fara em 
minhas Reaes ma5s preito e omenagem pelo dito Goveroo do 
Eftado da India^ e fuas Conquiftas dependentes. Epor firmeza 
de tudo Ihe roandei pofTar eita Carta-Patente por mim aiEgnada, 
e fellada com o Sello Grande de minhas Armas, &c. 
Dada na cidade de Lifboa, &^r. 

El Rey." 

N O T I C I A S. 

T. Os Vice-Reys da India tinhaohumajurifdi^ao faprema, co- 
mo fe v6 das fuas Patentes : e erao unicamente fujeitos, no fim do 
feu governoy a huma deva^a de rezidencia, que EI Rey mandava 
tirar do feu proccdimento, por hum Miniflro civil. Nefta deva^a 
deviao jurar todas as Ordens do Eflado ; principrando-fe pela 
Camera fo\x feja Conce/ho Municipal J ; e continuando-fe pelos Of- 
iiciacs das roais reparti^oens civis', como a ReIa9ao de Goa, os 
Miniftros e O/Rciais de Fazenda, os Generais e Officials Militares, 
fern excep^ao de peflba algiima. 

Efta dcva^a era remettda em direitura a Lifboa. Porem, fe o 
novo Vice-rey [tendo precedido queixas Corte do feo aotecef- . 
for] trazia ordens particulares ; podia mandalo logo prezo a Lif- 
boa, achando o culpado. ^'^^ ' 

2. Na India avia alem do Vice-Rey e de dous Secrctarios de 
Eftado, OS Tribunacs feguintes em Goa : a Inquizi^ao para as 

couzas 
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cottzas da Religiao : o Tribunal do Ordinario para os mais Nego- 
cios Eccleziafticos : uma Junta das Mifibensy iiidq)endente do 
BiipOy mas iujeita a in^cao dos Vice-Reys, na qual Junta pre- 
zidia o Superior dos Jezuitas : huma Rela^ao (tribunal fuperior de 
Judicatura) Com hum Chanceller-mor para os negocios civis, com 
appekgao para o Tribunal fupremo do Reino (em Portugal): hum 
Concelho da Fazenda, e o Senado da Camera. 

3. O Vice-Rey era Regedor das Juftigas, & como tal era Pre- 
zidente da fbbredita Rela^ao, & do referido Concelho da Fazen- 
da : nao fe podendo difpender couza alguma km hum defpacho, 
ou portaria do raefmo Vice-Rey. Efte, como Lugar-tenente 
d'El Reyy governava fem limitagao fobre os Militares ; conferia 
Patentes ate o pofto de Capitaens indudv^ : nomeava interina- 
mente todos os mais Poftos fuperiores ; e conferia todos os Cover* 
nos da fua dependencia^ que nao vinhao providos pela Corte. Nos 
cazos crtminaesy affim civisy como militaresy a Rela^i o e o Con- 
celho de Guerra da India tinhao o direito fupremo de yida e mor-* 
te : e o Vice-Rey, como Prezidente, tinha o direito de dezem- 

pate nos cazos de igoaldade de votos. 

• 

4* Alem dos referidos eftablecimentos, o Senado da Camera 
tinha os mefinos direitos de policia, que tem todos os do Reino : 
e alem dilFo o direito de reprezenta9ao a o mefmo Vice-Rey ; e de 
fe queixar, em Corpo de Tribunal, em direitura a fua Magefbide 
a Lifboa. 

5. Quando avia vacancia de Vice-Reys, por cauza de morte, 
o ArcebifpOy o Chanceler da Relagao, e o Official Militar de 
maior Patente, tomavao o governo de Eflado ; e exerciuvao pro- 
mifcuamente todas as fun9oen8| afEgnando todos juntos as ordens 
que davao. 

6. O Commercio da ACa pertencia inteiramente a El Rey, e 
tudo fe fazia por conta da Coroa, em navios proprios.: para o que 
tinhao cftabelecido, por parte de mefma Coroa, e a fua cufta, dif- 

ferentcs 
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ferentes Feitorias em todos os £{labekdmento8 da ACa^ adtniiiK 
ftrados por Feitores c OHiciais da Fazenda Real, debaixo da jo' 
riidi^ao dos Vice-Reys ; os qtuds davao contas no fim de 3 aonos 
fua adminiftragioy ao Concelho da Fazenda da India: e efte as 
dava ao Concelho-Uttramarina de LiflK)a» na ieqidnta mon9ao* 
Efte comerdo fe fazia em frotas, qae paitiao da India, e depo* 
zitavao tudo nos Armazaeni Reae? daCaza affim chainada(da 
India) em Lifboa t donde fe vendia por conu da Fazenda Reair 
aos nacionaesy e aos eftranjeiros* 

7* Os Vtee*Reys obbTerao a Kberdade de iazerem eomerda 
para o Retao t porem nao podiao exceder de homa por9ao lunitada, 
que k Ihes arfaitrouy A mefma facoldade fe eftendeo aodepois 
diflba moitas outras peflbai, tanto ciWs, como ttdlitares ; porem^ 
com grandes limka^oens e rezeiras $ exceptuando fempre as pe- 
dras preciozasy perobs e a^ofar, cnjo comercio fe deu exduziva- 
mente is Rainhas de Portugal^ para feo patrimonio : affim como 
taobem o da ptmenta. O comerdo dos outras eipeciarias, do falU 
tre> fanda)o» e porcekna, fempre foi rezervado 4 Coroa. 

8. Prohibio-fe em fim aos Vice-Reys e a todos os Officlaes Ci- 
Tis e Militares de fazerem comerdo algum por huma Lei que 
hi promulgada no anno de 16&7. 

9. Ogoverno da India foi alterado no an(io de 1773* Abolio^ 
ie o Vice-Reynadoy ficando em Capitaens Generaes. Deu-(e 
uma nova forma a arrecada^ao da Fazenda, eftabelecendo-fe hum 
Erario Regio^ no forma do Erario de Li(boa. Abolio-(e a In- 
quizi^aoy e o Tribunal de Rdacao : iicando a adminiftra^ao da 
Jufti^a^ nas maos dos Ouvidores Geraes, com appella^ao para 
Lifboa. Mandou-fe eftabdcer no mefmo Eftado o mefmo regn* 
lamento military que fe pra(Etica em Portugal : e pagar as tropas 
per conta da Coroa cm dinheiro ; por quanto efta deipezaerafdta 
d*antes pelos Capitaens que exerciao monopolios onerozos, pagan- 
do aos foldados o fuHento e fardamento por fua coDta. 

Gbfy 
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€<fy (^the Ktn^s Lettert Patent^ ^ven to the Vke-Royst fufreme 
dmmumders of Portuguefe Eafi Iiuiia, accorSng to the origuud 
kept in the Km^s Office^ called Concelho Ultramarino m 
Lii/bon. 

** Don N. by the grace of God King of Portugal and Al- 
ganres, on the fide of the fea, and on that of Africa ; Lord of 
Guinea, and of the Conqucf^, Navigation, and Commerce of 
Ethiopia, Arabia, Perfia and India, &c. 

** Be it known to all to whom this my Letter Patent may 
come that, attentive to the qualities, merits, and talents of N. I 
am pleafed to name him (as I do hereby) to the office of Vice- 
Roy and Gcneraliffimo of the fea and land, in the States of India, 
and dependencies thereon, for the ipace of riiree years, and dU 
fuch time after as I fhall appoint another to lucceed him ; and on 
account of this gorernment, I appoint him afalary of 24,000$ cni- 
zados, to be paid to him every year according to this my commiffi- 
on : and he fhall enjoy all the honours, powers, command, jurifdic- 
Aion, and authority, which now holds the prefent Vice- Roy, and 
formerly did his predeceflbrs in the fame government, and befidcs 
whatever farther grants 1 may allow to him as Vice- Roy, Generalif. 
(iroo, and my Locum-tenens immediate to my Royal Perfon. On 
account of which I order the till now Vice-Roy of India, or who- 
foever holds in his ftead the government of that State, to deliver 
up to the faid N. the fame government at his arrival. And more- 
over I order all the ofFicers of War, of the King's-bench, and of 
the Exchequer, to obey him in every refpedl, and execute his 
orders or commands, as their Vice-Roy and Generaliffirao : and 
the Lord Trcafurer or high Receiver of the Revenue in that State» 
fliall make him payment of the aforcfaid Salary quarterly, accord- 
ing to this prefent Letter Patent, without waiting for a«y further 
orders of mine ; which payment being regiflered in the book of 

the 

I Two thoiifand fix bundled and fi^ty-fix pounds ftcrliiig. 
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the expences of State, (hall be reckoned as one of them. And the 
fsdd N. (hall fwear in the High Court of my Chancery in the ac- 
cuftomed form : an atteftation of which (hall be taken on the back 
of this Letter Patent : And before his departure from (hore, he 
jQxall fwear obedience, and do homage on my Royal hands, for the 
faid government of India and its dependencies : and as a teil and 
confirmation of the whole, I have ordered this my Letter Patent 
to be pafTed, which ihall be figned by me» and fealed with the 
Great Seal of my A^s, &c. 
Given at Li(bon, &c.'* 

OBSERVATIONS. 

!• The Vice-Roys of India held a fupreme jurifdidtion, as ap- 
pears by their Letters Patent, and were only fubjedt at the end of 
their government to an Inqueft on the difcharge of their official du- 
ty and perfonal behaviour, which the King always ordered to be 
made by a Civil Magifbrate. Into this Inqueft were to be fwom all 
ranks of the State, the Members of the Supreme Council of the 
India admmiftration» and thofe of all the other Councils and 
Courts, the King's Bench of Judges at Goa, the Miniders and 
Officers of the India Exchequer and Kbg's Revenue, as well as 
all the Generals tod Miliury Officers of the State, without ex- 
ception of any perfon foever. 

The refult of this general Inqueft was to be fentdire^Iy to the 
King's Council at Lifbon : and there to be judged accordingly. 
But if the new Vice-Roy, in confequence of any complaints 
having been made to the King*s Privy Council agsunft his prede- 
cefTor, had got particular orders firom the king, he then could, on 
finding him guilty by the aforefaid Inqueft, commit him to prifbn, 
and fend him under confinement to Li(bon, to be judged by the 
King's Privy Council, or by the King himfelf. 

2. There were in India, befides the Vice-Roy and two Secre- 
taries of State, who adted with him as a kind of Privy Council, 

the 
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the following Tribunals in Goot viz. The Inquifition of the af- 
fairs of Religion : An Ecdefiafikal or Spiritual Court, with the 
Bifhop at their head« for the affairs which fall under the cogni- 
zance of the Church : A Board or Council for the Propagation 
of the GoTpelt without any dependence upon the Bifhop, but only 
fiil^eaed to the infpedHon of the Vice-Roys, of which Council 
the Superior of the Jefuits was Prefident : The King's Bench, 
confifling of a Chancellor and a certain number of high Judges, 
named by the King, for the Civil affairs, from whom there could 
be no appeal but to the fupreme King's Bench of the high Judges 
at Lifbon : A Council or Court of the Exchequer, for the King's 
Revenue : And a kind of a Court, [like the Common Council of Lon- 
don] but very few in number, for the police of Goa. 

3. The Vice-Roy beingf on account of his office, a kind of High 
Chancellor of the Sute, was in confequence thereof Prefident of 
the fupreme King's Bench of high or great Judges; and of the 
Court of the Exchequer already mentioned : nor could any ex- 
pence or difburfement be made by this laf^, without confent and 
pcrmiiEon figned by himfelf. He, as a Locum-tenens of the 
King, had an unlimitted authority and command over the whole 
military departments : he conferred all the military CommifHons 
in the army, not above thofe of Captains ; and even appointed any 
fuperior Officers, till thefe offices were filled up by the King's 
nomination ; and, finally, he nominated and gave all other com- 
miffions and charges under him, which were not provided by the 
King. In all criminal cafes, both civil and military, the above 
King's Bench of high Judges, and the Council of War, or Court 
Martial^ held the decifive authority of Life and Death : But 
the Vice-Roys had the cafting-vote, as Prefidentsof both, incafi 
of an equality of votes. 

4. Befides the aforefaid civil eflablifhrnents, the Municipal 
Court, under the name of Senate of the Camera f \jwhicb was like 
the Common Council of London^ though compofed of much fewer mcm- 
heri\ was vefted with the fame authority and exclufive power, in 

regard 
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reganl to matters of policcy as that of Portugal i it had alio thtf 
right of addreffing and petttioning the Vice-Roy, and eren of ap- 
plying by common conieot, as a civil body» for redrefs, to the 
King himielf, at Lifbon. 

5. On the death of the Vice-Royy during his government, the 
Archbifhop of Goa, the Chancellor of the King's Bench or Coun- 
cil of Juflice, and the Military Officer of higheft rank and of oldeft 
commiffion* were to take the government of the State, and to ex- 
ercife conjointly aU its functions | all three figning together what^ 
ever orders they gave* 

6. The whole Commerce of Afia belonged folely to the King $ 
and was carried on, on account of the Crown, in the King's fhips. 
To this end there were eftabliihed different £idtories, by the au- 
thority and at the expence of the Crown, in all the (ettkments of 
Aiia, with proper Officers and Clerks, under the jurifdidion of 
the Vice-Roys ; who at the end of every three years were to ren- 
der an account of their management to the India Exchequer, by 
which it was (ent to the high Council Ultramarine at Lifbon in the 
next * mongooH, This Commerce was carried on by fleets, which 
failed from India, and depofited their cargoes in the Royal ware- 
houfes of the £aft India Houie at Lifbon ; from whence they 
were fold on behalf of the Royal Revenue, both to the Portuguefe 
and to foreignersf. 

7* In courfe of time the Vice- Roys obtained leave to trade, on 
their own account, from India to Portugal ; but they were not 
allowed tp exceed a limited and determined portion. Afterwards 
the fame power was extended to many other perfons, both of the 

civil 

* MoHcooH means here the dated times ia which the Porti^efe India (hips 
nfed to fail to LiAx)n. 

t BeHdes the Eaft-India ware-houfes at Liibon, there were other warc- 
houfes at Antwerp, with a conful, and at Rotterdam and Amderdam, with 
two refpc^tive favors, for the difpoial of the India goods fent to them fiom 

Lifbon. 
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civil and of the military profefEon : but this was to be done within 
great limitations and reftridtions. The commerce of precious 
ftones, and pearls of erery fize, was always excepted. The trade 
of thefe, and of pepper, was the exclufive right of the Queens of 
Portugal, as a part of their patrimony ||^ The trade of the other 
fpicesy of nitre, fandalo^, and that of porcelain, always was re- 
fmed to the Crown. 

8. In fine, the Vice-Roys of India, and all Officers, both civil 
aod military, were prohibited carrying on any kind of commerce 
between India and Portugal, by a law which was publiflied in the 
year 1687. 

9. The government of the Portuguefe Eaft India was lately al<> 
tered, in the year 1773. The title of Vice-Roy was aboliihed, 
and changed into that of Captain General. A new form of levying 
the duties, and managing the King's Revenue was eftabliflied. A 
new Royal Treafury or Exchequer was ere^ed, like that of Lif- 
bon, known by the name of Royal Erarium^ The court of Inqui- 
fition was aboliihed, as well as the fupreme Tribunal of the King's 
Bench, the adminiflration of Juilice being put into the hands of 
Auditors-General, from whom there may be an appeal to the High 
Tribunal at Lifbon, The flime military regillations, as now prac- 
tifed in Portugal, were extended to India : and the troops were 
ordered to be paid in ready money, on account of the Crown ; the 
pay of the foldiers having formerly paiTcd through the hands of 
the Captains, who exercifed condderable monopolies in the ma- 
nagement of it, by paying them in provifions and cloaths, &c. 
from their own warehoufes. 

Ambitious 



H The Queens of Portugal have a kind of patrimony affigned to them by 
the State : it confifls of different cities, towns and villages, whofc dnticfc 
and cultoms btlongto the Queen's houlchold or revenue. They have a Se- 
cretary of State, vkith a council of their own, an exchequer for their own 
rcfcnuc I and all the jiiflices of peace, jiidges, and officers of the Queen's 
State, are of her maje(ly*s nomination. 
§ A kind of ted wood, for dying with, like the Brazil wood. « 
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Ambitious of giving his hiftorical narrative the laft confirmation 
the tranflator applied for aiEilance to fome gentlemen, who, on the 
appearance of the Englifh Lufiad, honoured him with their corref- 
pondence. He entreated that, if poffible, a copy of the commii^ 
iion of the Viceroys, might be procured, together with an abftrad 
of the laws and conftitution of Portuguefe Afia. And the fore- 
going papers, of which he has given a tranilatioa, were remitted 
to him fix>m the Continent. Daring the Spanifli ufurpation, the 
affairs of India fell into the deepefl anarchy. When John IV. af- 
cended the throne of Portugal, he endeavoured to reftore regu- 
larity to the government of his eaftem empire ; and from the re- 
gulations of that monarch and his fuccefbrs the above Noiidas 
were carefully extracted. There is no copy of the Viceroy's com- 
miffion of older date than the beginning of the reign of John IV. 
the former papers relative to the government of India having pro- 
bably been removed to Madrid. But the commiflion itfelf bears a 
proof that it was in the ufutdform ; and the regulations of John, 
which remain upon record, appear, by the teftimony of hiftory, 
to be only a confirmation of the former government of India, with 
a great diminution of the Viceroy's falary, and perhaps fome few 
novel eftablifliments which did not affedl the fpirit of the confti- 
tution. By the lateft alterations, it appears, that the conftitution 
of Lifbon, ever was, and is, the grand model of the goyemmcot 
of Portuguefe Afia. 

•^* Whatever circun^ftances have a tendency to elucidate the 
manners and policy of former times, or to give us an accurate 
idea of the energy and ftrength of her various governments, when 
Europe began to emerge from the inactivity of the Gothic ages, 
are highly worthy of the careful invefttgation of the philofopher 
and politician. Roufed into action by Prince Henry of Portugal, 
the end of the fifteenth and beginning of the (ixteenth century be- 
came the great aera of maritime difcovery. The three grand ex- 
peditions were thofe of Gama, Columbus, and Magalhaens. And 
the objefl of all was the fame, the Difcovery of India. The 

force 



APPENDIX. ccclxxxvii 

force of the various fleets which attempted this arduous undertake 
iog will give us an idea of the ilate of maritime affiiirs in the 
reigns when they were fitted out. In 1486, Bartholomew Diaz, 
a Portuguefe captain» with three fhips, attempted the Difcovery 
of India by the coaft of Africa ; but, harafled by tempefb» his 
crew mutinied, and having difcovered the river de! Infante^ on the 
eaftem fide of Africa, he returned to Europe. About 14 years 
after, this expedition was happily completed by Gama ; and the 
force with which he went out is thus circumftantially defcribed by 
Hernan Lopez de Caftaneda, a cotemporary writer, and carefld 
journalift of fa^s. 

*' Emmanuel, eameft to profecute what his predecefibr Don 
*' John had begun for the difcovery of India, ordered Feman 
** Lorenzo, Treafuref of the houfe of the Mpa (on the goUat 
** coafi) to build with the timber tha^ was bought in king John's 
*^ time, two (hips, which, after they were finifhed, he named, 
*' the Angel Gabriel, being of one hundred and twenty tons bur- 
'* then, and the Saint Raphael, of one hundred tons. And to 
<^ accompany thefe (hips, the king bought of a pilot who was bom 
^* in Lagos, named Berrio, a caravel of fifty tons, which bore 
'' the name of the pilot. Befide thefe, he bought a (hip of two 
'^ hundred ^ons of one Ayres Correa. .... The king alfb appointed 
*' Bartholpmew Diaz to go along with them in a caravel to the 
*• Myna. And becaufe the fhips of war could not carry provifions 
** fufficient for the voyage, the king gave orders that fhe fhip of 
" Correa fhould be laden with provifions, and accompany the fleet 
" to the b?iy of St. Blafs, where it would be neceflary to take in 
** firefh water ; and the (lore fhip was to be there unloaded and 
^' burnt. The Captain General went in the fhip called St. Gabriel, 
<* having for pilot one Pedro de Alanquer, who had been pilot to 
'< Bartholomew Diaz, when he difcovered the river called Elryo 
" del Tnfanie. Paulus de Gama, brother of the Captain General, 
'^ went in the fhip called St. Raphael ; Nicolas Coello went in 
*< the caravel named Berrio ; and Gonfalo Gomez commanded 

« the 
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** the ftore (hip." The number of the crews of this fquadron, 
according to Caftaneda, was 148 men; according to others, i6o, 
Gama and his brother, and the ten makfadlors who were on board 
were perhaps not included in Caftaneda's account. 

The voyage of C^umbus has been called the moft daring and 
grand ever attempted by roan. Columbus himfeif, however^ feems 
to have had a very different idea of it ; for certain it b» he ex-* 
peded to reach India by the weft ward pafiage in the fpace of not 
many weeks. The fquadron with which he attempted this d\£- 
covery, confifted of only three vefTels Dr. Robertibn calls the 
largeft which Columbus commanded, ** of no conGderable bur- 
•* den ;" and the two others, " hardly fuperior in burden or force 
** to large boats.*' The crew confifted of ninety men, and a few 
adventurers. And the expence of fitting out this equipment did 
not exceed 4000I. fterling, for which queen Ifabella pawned her 
jewels. 

The enterpnze of Magalhaens was infinitely more daring than 
that of Columbus. India and the continent of America were now 
both difcovered, and now known to be at vail diftance from each 
other. To find a route to India beyond the great American con- 
tinent was the bold defign of Magalhaens ; which he attempted, 
according to Faria, with 250 men and five ihips ; which with 
refpe6t to its purpofc, Dr. Robertfbn calls, " a proper fquadron." 

When Gama failed from Lifbon, it was unknown that a great 
and potent Commonwealth of Mohammedan merchants, deeply 
flcillcd in all the arts and views of Commerce, were fcattered over 
the eaftern world. Gama, therefore, did not fail to India with 
a warlike fleet, like that which firft followed him, under CabraJ, 
but with a fquadron every way proper for difcovery. The Por- 
tuguefe hiflorians afcribe the fhipwreck of many Portuguefe vefTels; 
on the voyage between Europe and India to the avarice of their 
owners, in building them of an enormous bulk, of 4, 5, and 600 
tons. The fleet of Gama was therefore not only of the moft per- 

fea 
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k€t fize which the art of (hip-building could then produce, but 
was alio fuperior in number, and nearly of the draught f of water 
with the vefiels which at this day are fent out on voyages of dif- 
covery.The difpofition of GamaV voyage is alfo worthy of notice t 
the captain who had already paffed the great^ fouthem promon- 
tory of Africa, to accompany him to a certain latitude ; the pilot 
who had failed with that captain, to go the whole voyage ; the fize 
of Coello's caravel, proper to enter creeks and rivers ; and the ap- 
pointment of the ftore-fhip ; are circumfbuices which difplay a 
knowledge of and attention to maritime affairs, greatly fuperior to 
any thing difcovered by the court of Spain in the equipments of 
Columbus and Magalhaens. The warlike ftrength of Gama's 
fleet was greatly fuperior to that of the firft voyage of Columbus, 
and little inferior to that of Magalhaens ; though Magalhaens, who 
had been in India, well knew the hofble difpofition of the natives. 
In the art of war the Indians were greatly inferior to the Moors, 
and the Moors were as inferior to the Portuguefe. And the 
fquadron of Gama not only defeated the whole naval force of the 
firft maritime ftate of India, but in every attack was vi6lprious 
over the fuperior numbers of the Moors. Thefe circumftances are 
clearly evinced in our hiftory of the Difcovery of India ; and this 
comparative difcuilion will not only give an accurate idea of the 
progrefs which the Portuguefe had made in navigation, but is alfo, 
perhaps, neceflary in fupport of the reputation of this work. Had 
an author of ordinary rank reprefented the fquadron of Gama as 
extremely feeble^ con/iJHng only of three % v^^> of neither burthen nor 
force adequate to the fervtce — ^fuch condemnation of our narrative 
had been here unnoticed. But when a celebrated and juftly ad- 
mired hiftorian, in a work publifhed about one year and an half 
after the firft appearance of the Lufiad, has given fuch reprefenta- 
voL. I. Z tion 

+ Capt. Cook*s tvtn ve/fds have, by the lateft experience, been found the 
fitted for difcovery. The one was of 46a tons burthen, the other of 336 ; 
and built to draw little water. And certain it is that vcHeis of fuch burthen 
are now built, which draw as little water as thofe of 120 ton* in the infancy 
of modern navigation. 

\ Sec Hid. Americ. vol. i. p. 145. 
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tion of the equipment of Gama, dire^Uy contrary to the fight b 
which k is there placed, the foregoing detail will not sqppear, it 
is hoped, an unneceflary or rude vindication. We have followed 
the ample and circumftantial accounts of the Portuguefe writers* 
and not the imperfed and curibry abfbra^ts of the Spanifh hiftorians 
tvhen they allude to the af&irs of their lifter kingdom. 

*^* To our former accounts of Portuguefe Literature let the 
following be added : In 174 1» an Heroic poem was publiihed in 
Portuguefe by the Count de Ericeyra. It is named Hmnqndda^ 
and celebrates the eftablifiiment of the kingdom of Portugal. Though 
it has fome extrayagancies, it contains an ardent fpirit of true 
poetry. And in the preface and notes the author has given many 
judicious criticifmsy and by his opinion of Milton difcovers a 
ftrength of mind greatly fuperior to that frivolouiheft, that poverty 
of tafte, which the French generally betray» when they critidfc 
the works of that great Poet. The tranflator has been favoured 
with the following account of this noble author by a learned and 
ingenious gentleman of Portugal ; for whofe favours he here re> 
turns his acknowledgments. 

** Don Fnuidfco Xavier de Menezes» fourth Count of Ericeyra, 
^* was one of the moft learned men of this age, and a great oma- 
** ment to Portugal ; he was born at Lifbon the 29th of January* 
" 1673, and died in the fame city the 31ft of December, 1743. 
*' To the qualities of a foldier, a politician, a philofopher, a ma- 
*' thematician, an hiftorian, and a poet, he joined that of a man 
*^ of honour and probity. He was direAor and cenfor of the royal 
« academy of Portuguefe Hiftory ; he fpoke the LaUn, French* 
<* Italian and Spaniih languages with as much eafe and elegance 
^* as his own, and wrote in them all with accuracy. Although 
<< he never went out of Portugal, he was known and admired in 
<< all Europe, and obtained the efteem and the praifes of Pope 
** Innocent XIII. and Lewis XIV. of France, as well as fome 
<< of the moft eminent men of that age* fiich as Muratori, Bian* 

•* chini* 
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*< chinb CfdlciinbeDi, Dunumt, GareUi, Le Clere, Bayle, Dei^ 
^ pr^auxy Renaiidot» Bignon, Salazar, Feijo6, Mayans^ &c* 
^ With all thefe he appears to hare kept a literary conrefpondence; 
** was member of the Arcadian academy of Italy, and of the Royal 
'* Society of London, and much relpeded by the RdEan academy. 
He compofed a great number of exceDent pieces in profe and 
** Terfe, many of which have been publiihed." 
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Arms and the heroes, who from Lifbon's fhore. 
Thro' feas*> where fail was never fpread before. 
Beyond where Ceylon lifts her Ipicy breaft. 
And waves her woods above the watery wafte, 

VOL. I. B With 



* the Lupadi in the original, Os Luftadat^ The Lufiads, from the Latin 
name of Portugal, deiired from Lufus or Lyias9 the companion of Bacchus 
in his travels, and who fettled a colony in Lufitania. See Plin. 1. iii. c. x. 

•» Thro^ftas where fail weu never ff read hefere.'-^M, Duperron de Cadera, the 
French tranflator of the Lufiad, has given a long note on this paflage, which 
he tells OS, mud not be underftood literally. His arguments are thefe : Our 
author, (ays he, could not be ignorant that the African and Indian Oceans 
had been navigated before the times of the Portuguefe. The Phoenicians, 
whofe fleets pafled the ftraits of Gibtaltar, made frequent voyages in thefe 
feas, though they carefully concealed the courfc of their navigation that 

other 
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With prowefs more than human forc'd their way 

To the fair kingdoms of the rifing day : 

What wars they wag*d, what feas, what dangers paft. 

What glorious empire crown'd their toils at laft. 

Venturous 

other natbns might not become partakers of their lucrative traffic It is 
certain that Solomon, and Hiram king of Tyre, fent fhips to the Eaft by 
the Red Sea. It is alfo certain that Hanno, a Carthaginian captain, made 
a voyage round the whole coaft of Africa, as is evident from the hiftory of 
the expedition, written by himfelf in the Punic language ; a Greek tranila- 
tion of which is now extant. Befides, Pliny, Pomponius Mela, Ftolomy 
and Strabo, aHiire us, that Mozambic and the adjacent iHands, and ibme 
parts of India, were known to the Romans : and thefe words of Macrobius, 
Bed tuemafiruofu candbus aiflinctu, inferetUes poaU'u Ufliados CaJUntm el vemauia 
frp9ra Vtpcrarum:^ quihus adnufcHtt tpttdfuid India nutrit^ fuffide&tly prove that 
they carried on a confiderable traffic with the Eaft. From all which, &ys 
M. Cadera, we may conclude that the Portuguefe were rather the reftorers 
than the difcoverers of the navigatbn to the Indies. 

In this fird book, and throughout the whole poem, Camdens frequently 
dcfcribes his heroes as paiGog through feas which had never before been na- 
vigated; and 

^utfo iosfeyu focasfe nawga. 

Where lul fea^mmfters cut the voava hefire^ 

That this fuppofition aflbrdcd our author a number of poetical images, and 
adds a folemn grandeur to his fubjeA, might perhaps with M. Caftera be 
cfleemed a fufficient apology for the poetical licence in fuch a violation of 
hiftorical truth. Yet whatever liberties an epic or a tragic poet may com* 
mendably take in embeilifliing the actions of his heroes, an allertbn tela- 
tive to the icene where his poem opens, if falfe, muft be equally ridiculous 
as to call Vefpafian the firft who had ever afiumed the tide of Caefar. But 
it will be found that Camdens has not fallen into fuch abfurdity. The poem 
opens with a defcription of the Lufitanian fleet, after having doubled the 
Cape of Hope, driving about in the great Ethiopian Ocean, fo far from 
land that it required the care of the Gods to conduA it to fome hofpitable 
niorc. Therefore, though it is certak that the Phoenicians pafled the 
Nf plut ultra of the anticnts ; though it is probable they traded on the coaft 
of Cornwall, and the ifles of SciUy; though there is fome reaibn to believe 
that the Madeiras and Carribees were known to thclh ; and though it has 

been 
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Vent'rous I fingi on foaring pinions borne, 

And all my country's wars the fong « adorn ; 

What kings, what heroes of my native land 

Thunder'd on Aiia's and on Afric's ftrand : 

niuftrious fhades, who levell'd in the duft 

The idol-temples and the fhrines of luft ; 

And where, erewhile, foul demons were rever*d. 

To holy faith unnumber'd altars ^ rear'd : 

B 2 niuftrious 

bctn/i^pofidtiat fome of their fhips migbt have been diiren by ftonn to the 
Bnzils or Notth-Ametica ; yet there is not the lead foundation in hiftory 
to fuppofe that they traded to the Indies by the Cape of Good Hope. 
There is rather a demonftration of the contrary ; for it is certain they car« 
lied on their traffic with the Eaft, by a much nearer and fafer way, by the 
two ports of Elath and Eziongeber on the Red Sea. Neither is it certamly 
known in what particular part, whether in the Perfian gulph, or in the 
Indian ocean, the Tarfliiih and Ophir of the ancients are fituated. Though 
it is certain that Hanno doubled the Cape of Good Hope, it is alTo equally 
certain that his voyage was merely a coafting one, like that of Ncarchus 
in Alexander's time, and that he never ventured into the great ocean, or 
went Co far as Gama. The citation from Mavobxus proves nothing at all 
relative to the pomt in queftion, for it is certain that the Romans received 
the merchandize of India by the way of Syria and the Mediterranean, 
in the fame manner as the Venetians imported the commodities of the 
Eaft from Alexandria before the difcoveries of the Portuguefe. It re- 
mains, therefore, that Gama, who (ailed by the compafs, after having gone 
further than his cotemporary Bartholomew Diaz, was literally the firft who 
ever fpread fail in the great fouthern ocean, and that the Portuguefe were 
not the reftorers, but literally the difcoverers of the prefcnt rout of na« 
vigation to the Eaft Indies. 

« AnJ alt my cwntry's wars,'^" He interweaves artfully the hiftory of 
Portugal." ro/taire, 

* To Myfttitb umtumberdalUrs rtardj^lik no period of hiftory does hu- 
man nature appear with more (hocking features than in the Spanifii con- 
qucft of South America. To the immortal honour of ihejirfi Portuguefe 
difcoverers, their conaidt was in every rcfpeft the reverfe. To eftablifli a 
traffic equally advantageous to the natives as to themfelves, was the. prin- 
ciple 
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niuftrious names, with deathlels laurels crown'd^ 
While time rolls on in every clime renowned ! 

Let Fame with wonder name the Greek no more. 
What lands he faw, what toils at fea he bore ; 
No more the Trojan's wandering voyage boaft. 
What ftorms he brav'd on many a perlous coaft: 
No more let Rome exult in Trajan's name. 
Nor eaftem conquefts Ammon's pride proclaim ; 
A nobler hero's deeds demand my lays 
Than e'er adom'd the fong of ancient days ; 
Illuftrious Gam A, whom the waves obey'd. 
And whofe dread fword the fate of empire fwa/d. 

And 

dple they profeflbd, and the ftri^left honour, and that homanity which is 
ever infeparable from true bravery, prefided over their trania^tions. Nor 
did they ever proceed to hoftilities till provoked, either by the open vio- 
lence or by the perfidy of the natives. Their honour was admired, and 
their friendfhip courted by^e Indian princes. To mention no more, the 
name of Oama was dear to them, and the great Albuquerque was beloved 
as a father, and his memory honoured with every token of affe£kion and 
refpeft by the people and princes of India. It was owing to this fpirit of 
honour and humanity, which in the heroical days of Portugal charaderifed 
that nation, that the religion of the Portuguefe was eagerly embraced by 
many kings and provinces of Africa and India ; while the Mexicans with 
manly difdain reje^d the faith of the Spaniards, profefltng they would 
rather go to hcU to efcape thefe cruel tyrants, than go to heaven, where 
they were told they (hould meet them. Zeal for the Chriftian religion 
was efteemed, at the time of the Portugueie grandeur, as the moft car« 
dinal virtue, and to propagate Chriftianity and extirpate Mohammedifki 
was the moft certain proofs of that zeal. In all their expeditions this was 
profeiledly a principal motive of the Lufitanian monarchs ; and Camoens 
underftood the nature of epic poetry too well to omit, That the defign 
of his hero was to deliver the law of heaven to the eaftem world ; a cii^ 
cumibmce which gives a noble air of importance and of intereft to the bu* 
fmefs of his poem. 
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And yoU) fair nymphs of Tagus^ parent ftreamj 
If e'er your meadow« were my paftoral theme. 
While you ha?e liftened, and by moonfhine feen 
My footfteps wander o'er yom: banks of green^ 
O come aufpidous, and the fong infpire 
With all the boldnefs of your hero's fire : 
Deep^nd majeftic let the numbers flow, 
Andj rapt to heaven, with ardent fury glow ; 
•Unlike the verfe that fpeaks the lover's grief. 
When heaving fighs afford their foft relief. 
And humble reeds bewail the fhepherd's pain : 
But like the warlike trumpet be the ftrain 
To roule the hero's ire ; and far around. 
With equal rage, your warriors' deed« refound. 

And thou, <= O born the pledge of happier days. 
To guard our freedom and our glories raife, 

Givea 

* AmI Hm^ Bern,^^Kmg Sebaftian, who came to the throne in his mi- 
Dority. Though the warm imagination of Camoens anticipated the praifea 
of the future hero, the young monarch, like Virgil's PoUio, had not the 
happinefs to fulfil the prophecy. His endowments and enterprifmg genius 
promifed indeed a glorious reign. Ambitious of military laurels, he led a 
powerful army into Africa, on purpofe to replace Muley Hamet on the 
throne of Morocco, from which he had been depofed by Muley Molucco. 
On the 4th of Auguft, 1578, in the twenty-fifth year of his age, he gave 
battle to the Ufuiper on the plains of Alcazar. This was that memorable 
engagement, to which the Moorifli Emperor, extremely weakened by 
fickneis, was carried in his litter. By the impetuofity of the attack, the 
firft line of the Moortfh infantry was broken, and the (econd diibrdcred* 
Muley Molucco on this mounted his horfe, drew his &bre, and would 
l»Te pat himiclf at the head of 2u$ troops, but wu pr^entcd by his at« 

te&dantfc 
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Given to the world to fprcad Rdi^on's fway. 
And pour o'er many a land the mental day. 
Thy future honours on thy fliield behold. 
The crofs, and viftor's wreath, cmboft in gold : 

At 

tcndants. On this aft of nolence, his emotion of mind was fo gr^that 
he fell from his horfe, and one of his guards having caught him W hii 
arms, conveyed him to his litter, where, putting his finger on his lips to 
enjoin them filcnce, he immediately expired. Hamct Taba ftood by the ^ 
curUins of the carriage, opened them from time to time, and gave out 
orders as if he had received them from the emperor. Viftory declared 
for the Moors, and the defeat of the Portuguefe was fo total, that not 
above fifty of their whole army efcaped. Mcron de Mendoja, and Se- 
baftian de Mefa relate, that Don Sebaftian, after having two horfcs killed 
under him, was furrounded and taken ; but the party who had fccored him 
quarrelling among themfclves whofe prifoner he was, a Moorifh officer 
rode up and ftruck the king a blow over the right eye, which brought him 
to the ground ; when, defpairing of ranfom, the others killed him. Faria 
y Soufa, an cxaift and judicious hiftorian, reports, that Lewis de Brito 
meeting the kmg with the royal ftandard wrapped round him, Sebaftian 
cried out, « Hold it faft, let us die upon it." Brito affirmed, that after 
he himfclf was taken prifoner, he faw the king at a diftancc unpurfucd. 
Don Lewis de Lima afterwards met him making towards the river; and 
this, fays the hiftorian, was the Uft time he was ever fecn alive. About 
twenty years after this fatal defeat, there appeared a ftranger at Venice, 
who called himfelf Sebaftian, king of Portugal. His pcrfon fo perfeaiy 
refcmblcd Sebaftian, that the Portuguefe of that city acknowledged him 
for their fovcrcign. Philip IK of Spain was now mafter of the crown and 
kingdom of PortugaL His ambaftador at Venice charged this ftranger 
with many atrocious crimes, and had intereft to get him apprehended and 
thrown into pnibn as an impoftor. He underwent twenty^^ight exami* 
nations before a committee of the nobles, in which he cleaily acquitted 
himfelf of all the crimes tliat had been laid to his charge ; and he gave a 
diftin£l account of th^ manner in which he had pafted his time from the 
fatal defeat at Alcazar. It was obje^ed, that the fuccefibr of Muley 
Molucco fent a corpfe to^Portugsd which had been owned as that of the 
king by the Portugueie nobility who furvived the battle. To this he re^ 
plied, that his valet de chambre had produced that body to facilitate his 
efcape, and that the nobility a£tcd upon the iame motive : and Mefa and 

Bacna 
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At thy commanding frown we truft to fee. 
The Turk and Arab bend the fuppliant knee : 
Beneath the e mom^ dread king, thine empire liesj 
When midnight veils thy Lufitanian ikies ; 

And 

Baena confeis, that fome of the nobility, after their return to Portugal, 
acknowledged, that the corpfe wsa £o disfTgured with wounds that it was 
impolCble to know it. He Ibewed natural marks on his body, which 
many remembered on the peribn of the king whofe name he aflomed. He 
entered into a minute detail of the tranfa^ions that had pafled between 
himfelf and the republic, and mentioned the fccrets of feveral converia- 
tions with the Venetian ambafladors in the palace of JLiibon. The com- 
mittee were aftoniflied, and fliewed no diipofition to declare him an im- 
poftor; the fenate however refufed to dlTcufs the great point, unlefs re- 
quefted by fome prince or (late in alliance with them. This generous 
part was performed by the Prince of Orange, and an examination was 
made with great iolemnity, but no decifion followed, only the fenate fct 
him at liberty, and ordered him to depart their dominions in three days. 
In his flight he fell Into the hands of the Spaniards, who conduced him 
to Naples, where they treated him with the moft barbarous indignities. 
After they had often expofed him, mounted on an afs, to the cruel in- 
fults of the brutal mob, he was fliipped on board a galley as a flave. He 
was then carried to St. Lucar, from thence to a cadie in the heart of 
Caftile, and never was heard of more. The firmnefs of his behaviour, his 
fmgular modefty and heroical patience, are mentioned with admiration by 
de la Clede. To the lafl he maintained the truth of his aflertions ; a word 
never flipt from his'lips which might countenance the charge of impofhire, 
or juftify the cruelty of his perfecutors. All Europe were aftonifhcd at 
the miniftry of Spain, who, by their method of conduftiog it, had made 
an affair fo little to their credit, the topic of general converfation ; and 
thcur aflcrtion, that the unhappy fufferer was a magician, was looked upon 
as a tacit acknowledgment of the truth of his pretenfions. 

t Bauatb tbe mmrfiy dread iingj ibine em^re liet^'-'Whcvi we conlidcr the 
glorious fuccefles which had attended the arms of the Portuguefe in Africa 
and India, and the high reputatbn of their military and naval prowefs, for 
Portugal was then emprefs of the ocean, it is no matter of wonder that 
the imagination of Cam&ens was warmed with the view of his country's 
grcatneis, and that he talks of its power and grandeur m a ftrain, which 
mull appear as mere hyperbole to thofe whofe ideas of Portugal are drawn 
from its preicnt broken fpirit, and diminilhed flate. 
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And when defcending in the weftem m:uii 

The funbftill rifes on thy lengthening reign: 

Thou blooming Scion of the nobleft ftem^ 

Our nation's fafcty, and our age's gem, 

O young Sebaftian, .haften to the prime 

Of manly youth, to Fame's high temple climb : 

Yet now attentive hear the mufe's lay 

While thy green years to manhood fpeed away : 

The youthful terrors of thy brow fufpend. 

And, O propitious, to the fong attend. 

The numerous fong, by patriot-paiHon fir'd. 

And by the glories of thy race infpir'd : 

To be the herald of my country's fame 

My firft ambition and my deareft aim : 

Nor conquefts fabulous, nor a£Uons vain. 

The mufe's paftime, here adorn the ftrain : '^ 

Orlando's fury, and Rugero's rage. 

And all the heroes of th' Aonian page, 

The 



*■ T^^r yiM.— Imitated perhaps from Rutiiius, fpcakbg of the Roman 
Empire : 

f^olvitur ipfe tl6i, qui ecmjpkii emrnhf PbteBiUf 
Atfue tuu ortot in tua com£t etpior, 

or more probably from thefe lines of Buchannan, addrefled to John HI. 
king of Portugal, the grandfather of Sebaftian : 



Inque tub Pbtdnts rcgnis orienfyue cadatfque 
y'tx longumfejjo conderet axe dian. 

Et qiueeunqtu vagofe ciraimvoivit Oljmpo 
Affulget ratibui JIamwta mintflra tm. 
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The dreams of bards furpafs'd the world fliall view. 

And own their boldeft fi£tions may be true i 

Smpafs'd, and dimm'd by the fuperior blaze 

Of Gama's mighty deeds, which here bright Truth difplays. 

No more let hiftory boaft her heroes old j ' 

Their glorious rivals here, dread prince, behold : 

Here fhine the valiant Nunio's deeds unfeign'd, 

Whofe fingle arm the falling ftate fuftainy ; 

Here fearlcfs Egas* wars, and, Fuas, thine. 

To give full ardour to the fong combine 5 

But ardour equal to your martial ire 

Demands the thundering founds of Homer's lyre. 

To match the twelve » fo long by bards renown'd. 

Here brave Magricio and his peers are crown'd 

(A glorious twelve !) with deathlefs laurels, won 

In gallant arms before the Engliih throne. 

Unmatched no more the Gallic Charles fliall ftand. 

Nor Csefar's name tUc firft of praife command : 

Of nobler afts the crownM Alonzos fee. 

Thy valiant fires, to whom the bended knee 

Of vanquifli'd Afric bow'd. Nor lefs in fame. 

He who confin'd the rage of civil flame. 

The godlike John, beneath whofe awful fword 

Rebellion crouch'd, and trembling onvn'd him lord. 

• 

Thofe 



* To maUb the twelve fo long by hards renown' d.^^'^hc twelve peers of Char- 
lemagne, often mentioned in the old romances. For the epi(bde of Ma^ 
grido and his eleren companions, fee the dxth Lufiad. 
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Thofe heroes too, who thy bold flag unfttrPdy 

And fpread thy banners o'er the eaftem world, 

Whofe fpears fubdued the kingdoms of the mom, ^ 

Their names, and glorious wars the long adorn : 

The daring Gam A, whofe unequall'd name 

Proud monarch fhines o'er all of naval fame : 

Caftro the bold, in arms a peerlefs knight. 

And ftem Pacheo, dreadful in the fight : 

The two Almeydas, names for ever dear. 

By Tago's nymphs embalm'd with many a tear; 

Ah, ftill their early fate the nymphs fhall mourn, 

And bathe with many a tear their haplefs urn : 

Nor fhall the godlike Albuquerque reftrain 

The mufe's fury; o'er the purpled plain 

The mufe fhall lead him in his thundering car 

Amidfl his glorious brothers of the war, 

Whofe fame in arms refounds from fky to fky. 

And bids their deeds the power of death defy* 

And while, to thee, I tune the duteous lay, 

Ailume, O potent king, thine empire's fway ; 

With thy brave hoft through Afric march along, 

And give new triumphs to immortal fong : 

On thee with eameft eyes the nations wait, 

And cold with dread the Moor expe£h his fate ; 

The barbarous mountaineer on Taurus' brows 

To thy expcfted yoke his fhoulder bows : 

Fair Thetis wooes thee with her blue domain. 

Her nuptial fon, and fondly yields her reign ; 

And 



BOOK I* THE L US IAD. n 

And from the bowers of heaven thy grandiiresk fee 

Thdr various virtues bloom afrefli in thee ; 

One for the joyful days of peace renowned. 

And one with wai^s triumphant laurels crown'd: 

With joyful handsj to deck thy manly brow. 

They twine the laurel and the olive-bough ; 

With joyful eyes a glorious throne they fee, 

In Fame's eternal dome^ referved l for thee. 

Yet while thy youthful hand delays to wield 

The fcepter^d power, or thunder of the field. 

Here view thine Argonauts, in feas unknown. 

And all the terrors of the burning zone. 

Till their proud fbndards, reared in other flues. 

And all their conquefb meet thy wondering ^ eyes. 

Now far from land, o'er Neptune's dread abode 
The Lufitanian fleet triumphant rode ; 

Onward 

^ ^ jfnm^rer.— John HI. king of Portngal, celebrated for along an4 
peaceful reign ; and the emperor Charles V. who was engaged in almoft 
continoal wars. 



* ■ r^ervedfir iheej' 



Amu novum iartUsJUui U menfhui addat^ 
^ua loau Erigomem mter gbelafquefejmnUj 
PamUtur: ijfitiiijam tracbiacontrahitardt/u 
Scorphu^ it emit jujtafliu parte rdifuii- ViAG. 

*B — — A(jf ^tMtdering eyer.— Some critics have condepined Virgil for (lop- 
ping his narratiTe to introduce even a fliort obfervation of his own. Mil- 
ton's beautiful complaint of his blindneis has been blamed for the fame 
reaibn, as being no part of the fubjed of his poem. The addrefs of Ca- 
ihoens to Don SebafUan has not eicaped the fame cenfure ; though in fome 
meafure undeferYedly, as the poet has had the art to interweaTC therein 
ibme part of the general argument of his poem« 
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Onward they traced the wide and lonefome maln^ 

Where changeiiil Proteu5s leads his (caly train % 

The dancing vanes before the zephyrs flow'd. 

And their bold keels the tracklefs ocean plow'd ; 

Unplow'd before the green-tinged billows rofe. 

And currd and whiten'd round the nodding prows. 

When Jovej the God who with a thought controuls 

The raging feas, and balances the poles. 

From heav'n beheld, and will'd, in fovereign ftatCj 

To fix the Eaftem World's depending fate : 

Swift at his nod th' Olympian herald flies, 

And calls th' immortal fenate of the ikies \ 

Where, from the fovereign throne of earth and heaven^ 

Th' immutable decrees of fate are given. 

Inftant the regents of the fpheres of light. 

And thofe who rule the paler orbs of night. 

With thofe, the gods whofe delegated fway 

The burning fouth and frozen north obey ; 

And they whofe empires fee the day-ftar rife. 

And evening Phoebus leave the weflem fkies j 

All inftant pour'd along the milky road. 

Heaven's chryflal pavements glittering as they trode t 

And now, obedient to the dread command, 

Eefore their awful Lord in order ftand. 

Sublime and dreadful on his regal throne. 
That glow'd with ftars, and bright as lightning fhonc, 

Th' 
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TV immortal fire^ who darts the thunder^ fate, 
llie crown and fceptre added folenm ftate ; 
The crown, of heaven's own pearls, whofe ardent rays, 
Flam'd round his brows, outihone the diamond's blaze : 
His breath fuch gales of vital firagrance fhed. 
As might, with fudden life, infpire the dead : 
Supreme controul throned in his awful eyes 
Appeared, and mark'd the monarch of the ikies. 
On feats that burn'd with pearl and ruddy gold. 
The fubjeft gods their fovereign lord enfold. 
Each in hb rank, when, with a voice that ihook 
The towers of heaven the world's dread ruler fpoke :-— 

Immortal heirs of light, my purpofe hear. 
My counfels ponder, and the Fates revere : ^ 
Unlefs Oblivion o'er your minds has thrown 
Her dark blank fhades, to you, ye Gods, are known 
The Fate's decree, and ancient warlike fame 
Of that bold race which boafts of Lufus' name ^ 
That bold advent'rous race the Fates declare, 
A potent empire in the eaft fhall rear, 
SurpafHng BabeFs or the Perfian fame. 
Proud Grecians boaft, or Rome's illufbrlous name. 
Oft from thefc brilliant feats have you beheld 
The fons of Lufus on the dufty field. 
Though few, triumphant o'er the numerous Moors, 
Till from the beauteous lawns on Tago's fhores 
They drove the cruel foe. And oft has heaven 
Before their troops the proud Caftillans driven ; 

While 
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While Viftory her eagle-wings difplay*d 

Where-e'er their warriors waved the £hining blade. 

Nor refts unknown how Lufus' heroes ftood 

When Rome's ambition d/d the world with blood ; 

What glorious laurels Viriatus ° gain'd^ 

How oft his fword with Roman gore was ftain'd ; 

And 

* IVhaighrioiu lanrelj Firiahu ^amV.— This brave Lufitanian, who was 
firft a Ihepherd and a famous hunter, and afterwards a captain of banditti, 
cxafperated at the tyranny of the Romans, encouraged his countrymen to 
revolt and ihak.e ofi* the yoke. Bemg appointed general, he defeated Ve- 
tilius the praetor, who commanded in Lufitanxa, or farther Spain. After 
this he defeated in three pitched battles, the praetors C. Phiutins Hyp&us, 
and Claudius Unimanus, though they led againft him vety numerous armies. 
For fix years he continued viAorious, putting the Romans to flight wher« 
ever he met thegi, and laying wafte the txnmtrie« of their allies. Having 
obtained /iich advantages over the proconfiil Servillanus, that the only 
choice which was left to the Roman army was death or flavery ; the brave . 
Viriatus, inftead of putting them all to the fword, as he could eafily have 
done, fent a deputation to the general, offering to conclude a peace with 
him on this (Ingle condition, TLai hefiould eoniuuu mafier of the ctmtrj mn» 
in bis power y and that the Romamjbouid remain pejfejfed oftbereflof Spmm, 

The proconful, who expected nothing but death or flavery, thought thefe 
very favourable and moderate terms, and without hefitation concluded a 
peace, which was foon after ratified by the Roman fenate and people. Vi- 
riatus, by this treaty, com pleated the glorious defign he had always in view, 
which was to ere£t a kingdom in the vaft country he had conquered from 
the republic. And had it not been for the treachery of the Romans, he 
would have become, as Florus calls him, the Romulus of Spain : He would 
have founded a monarchy capable of counterbalancing the power of Rome. 

The fenate, ftill dcfirous to revenge their kte defeat, foon after this peace 
ordered C^Servilius Caepio to exafpcrate Viriatus, and force him by repeated 
affronts to commit the firft a^ of hofHlity. But this mean artifice did not 
fucceed. Viriatus would not be provoked to a breach of the peace. On 
this the confcript fathers, to the eternal difgrace of their republic, ordered 
Caepio to declare war, and to proclaim Viriatus, who had given no provoca- 
tion, an enemy to Rome. To this bafenefs Czpio added fHll a greater; he 
corrupted the ambafladors which Viriatus had fent to negociate with him, 
who, at the indigation of the Roman, treacheroufly murdered their pro^ 
te^or and general while he flept.— — Univ. Hist. 
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And what fair palms their martial ardour crovn'd^ 

When led to battle by the chief renown'd. 

Who o feign*d a daemon, in a deer concealed. 

To him the counfels of the Gods revealed. 

And now ambitious to extend their fway 

Beyond their conquefts on the fouthmoft bay 

Of Afiric's fwarthy coaft, on floating wood 

They brave the terrors of the dreary flood. 

Where only black-wing'd mifts have hover'd o'er. 

Or driving clouds have fail'd the wave before i 

Beneath new fkles they hold their dreadful way 

To reach the cradle of the new-bom day : 

And Fate, whofc mandates unrevoked remam. 

Has wiird, that long (hall Lufus' ofispring reign 

The lords of that wide Tea, whofe waves behold 

The fun come forth enthroned in burning gold. 

But now the tedious length of winter paft, 

Diftrefs'd and 'weak, the heroes faint at lafl. 

What gulphs they dared, you faw, what florms they braved. 

Beneath what various heavens their banners waved ! 

Now Mercy pleads, and foon the rifing land 

To thcu" glad eyes ihall o'er the waves expand. 

As 



• IVbo feigned « <ieMMM.— Scttoritts, who was invited by the LuGtanians 
to defend them againft the Romans. He had a tame white hind, which he 
had accuftomed to follow him, and from which he pretended to receive the 
]nIlru£Honsof Diana. By this artifice he impofcd upon the fuperltition of 
that people.— —Vid. Plut. 
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As welcome friends the natives fhall receive, 
With bounty feaft them, and with joy relieve. 
And when refrefixment (hall their ftrength renew, 
Thence fhall they turn, and their bold route purfue. 

So fpoke high Jove : The gods in filence heard. 
Then rifing each, by tumsi his thoughts preferred : 
But chief was Bacchus P of the adverfe train ^ 
Fearful he was, nor fear'd his pride in vain. 
Should Lufus' race arrive on India's fhore. 
His ancient honours would vbe known no more ; 
No more in Nyfa q fhould the native tell 
What kings, what mighty hofb before him felL 
The fertile vales beneath the rifing fun 
He view'd as his, by right of viftory won. 
And deem'd that ever in Immortal fong 
The conqueror's title fhould to him belong. 
Yet Fate, he knew, had wilFd, that loos'd from Spain 
Boldly adventurous through the polar main, 
A warlike race fhould come, renown'd in arms. 
And fhake the Eaflem World with war's alarms, 
Whofe glorious conquefls and eternal fame 
In black Oblivion's waves fhould whelm his name. 

Urania- 

p But chief was Sacctuj, '^The French tranflator has the following note 
on this place : Le Caoioctu n'apourtantfa'Uen cela quefuivreVexempltdt VEcri' 
ture, comme on le wnt datu ces parUet du premiere chapitre de yob, Quodam auteiR 
die cum veniflent, &c. Unjntr fue Us enfans du Seigneur t^etoieni aJfewtUes dewmt 
fin traie, Satan y vin lauffi, C!ff • 

* No more in i\5[/a.— An anticnt city in India, facrcd to Bacchus, 
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Urania-Vcnus J*, queen of facred love, 
Arofe, and fixt her aiking eyes on Jove : 
Her eyes, well pleas'd, in Lufus' fons could trace 
A kindred likenefs to the Roman 'race. 
For whom of old fuch kind regard fhe » bore ; 
The fame their triumphs on Barbarians fhore, 
The fame the ardour of their warlike flame. 
The manly mufic of their tongue the ^ fame. 
Afie^Uon thus the lovely goddefs fway'd. 
Nor lefs what fate's unblotted page difpla/d ; 
Where'er this people fhould their empire raifc, 
She knew her altars would unnumbered blaze, 
And barbarous nations at her holy fhrine 
Be humanized, and taught her lore divine. 

VOL. I. C Her 

* Uramo'F'enuij-^We have already obferved, that an ailegorical machineiy 
has always been efteemed an eflential requifite of the Epopceia, and the 
reaibn upon which it is founded has been pomted out. The allegorical ma- 
chinery of the Lnfiad has now commenced; and throughout the poem the 
hero is guarded and conduced by the celeftial Venus, or divine love. The 
true poetical colouring is thus fupported and prefcrved : but in iiluftration 
of this, fee the preface, and the note on the allegory of Homer, near the 
end of the fixth Lufiad. 

" For whom of cld,i-^-^t the note in the fecond book on the following pafi 
iage: 

As toben in Ida t bower Jbejiood of yort^ &C 

» Tb* manly mufu of their tongue the fame. Camocns fays, 

E na lingoa^ na quai quando smagina^ 
Com ponca eormpfao ere qtu he Latina, 

Qualifications are never elegant in poetry. Fanfliaw's tranilation, and the 
original^ both prove this. 

I their tongue 

IVhiebfie thinis Latin wHb fmall droft 
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Hot fpreading honours thus the one infiMnd, 
And one the dread to lofe his worflup fired. 
Their ftnxggling fadions fhook th' (Mympian fiate 
With all the clamorous tempeft of debate. 
Thus when the ftorm with fudden guft invades 
The ancient foreifs deep and lofty fliades. 
The burfting whirlwinds tear their rapid courfe. 
The fhatter'd oaks crafh^ and with echoes hoarie 
The mountains groan, while whirling on the Uaft 
The thickening leaves a gloomy darknefs caft. 
Such was the tumult in the bleft abodes. 
When Mars, high towering o'er the rival gods^ 
Stept forth) ftem fparkles from his eye4>alls glancM; 
And now, before the throne of Jove advanced. 
O'er hb left fhoulder his broad fhield he throws. 
And lifts his helm above his dreadful brows : 
Bold and enrag'd he ftands, and, frowning round. 
Strikes his tall fpear-ftaff on the founding ground ; 
Heaven trembled, and the light turned pale ^ — Such dread 
His fierce demeanour o'er (Mympus fpread : 
When thus the warrior, — O eternal fire. 
Thine is the fceptre, thine the thunder's fire. 
Supreme dominion thine ; then, Either, hear : 
Shall that bold race which once to thee was dear. 

Who, 

V ... and the light /irmV/aiSr.— ^The thought in the original has ibme- 
thing in it wildly great, though it is not exprefled in the happicft naaaer 
•f Camoens, . 

CniremeOy e Apollo detorvait 
Jimmpoueo a lun pndeo^ cmo infado. 
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Wboi now fiilfiUing ibj decrees of old. 

Through thefc wild waves their fcarlefs journey hold 5 

Shall that bold race no more thy care engage, 

3ut fink the vI£Ums of unhallowed rage ! 

Did Bacchus yield to reafen's voice divine, 

Baodiits the caufe of Lulus' fons would join ; 

Lufus, the lov'd compaaSon of his cbi«S| 

His earthly toils, his dangers, and his wan: 

But envy fiill a fee to worth will prove. 

To worth though guarded by the arm of Jove. 

Then thou, dread lord of fate, umnov'd reaoAin^ 
Nor let weak change thine awfiil counfeU fiain. 
For Lufus' race thiy promb'd favour Ihew : 
Swift as tl^e arrow from ^loUo's bow 
Let Maia's fon explore the watery way. 
Where fpent with toil, with weary hopes, they ftray 1 
And fafe to harbour, thnrngh the deep untried. 
Let him, impower'd^ dieir wandoring veflels guide j 
There let them hear of India's wifh'd-fer fhoro. 
And balmy refi their fainting ftrength reftore* 

He fpoke : high Jove aflenting bow'd the head, 
And floating clouds of ne^r'd fragrance fhed : 
Then lowly bending to th* eternal fire. 
Each in his duteoui rank, the gods retire. 

C a Whilft 
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Whilft thus in heaven's bright palace Fate was weigh'd. 

Right onward ftitl the brave armada ftray'd: 

Right on they fleer by Ethiopia's firand 

And paftoral Madagafcar's b verdant land. 

Before the balmy gales of cheerful fpring. 

With heav'n their friend, they fpread the canvas wing s 

The iky cerulean, and the breathing air^ 

The lafting promife of a calm declare. 

Behind them now the cape of Prafo bends. 

Another ocean to their view extends. 

Where black-topt iflands, to their l<»ging eyes, 
Lav'd by the gentle waves «, in profpe£k rile. 
But Gam A, (captain of the venturous band. 
Of bold emprize, and bom for high command, 
Whofe martial fires, with prudence clofe allied, 
Enfured the fmiles of fortune on his fide) 
Bears off thofe fhores which wafte and wild appeared. 
And eaftward ftill for happier climates fleer'd : 
When gathering round and blackening o'er the tide, 
A fleet of ,fniall canoes the pilot fpied^ 
Hoifting their faib of palm-tree leaves, inwove 
With curious art, a fwarming crowd they move : 

Long 

^ And paf oral Madagafcarj^^^Wtd by the ancient geographers Menothia, 
and Ceraa Ethiopica ; by the natives, the Ifland of the Moon ; and by the 
Portuguefe, the Ifle of St. Laurence, on whofe feftival they diicovered it. 

« Lav d by tie gentle waves.^-Thc original fays, the fea fhewed them new 
iflands, whidi it encircled and hved. Thos rendered by FanQiaw^ 

Nefttune Sfclos'dnenv iJUt whicl he <Sdplay 
Ahout^ and with bit bilknvt dane*t the bay. 
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Long were their boats, and iharp to bonnd along 
Through the dafh'd waters, broad their oars and ftrong : 
The bending rowers on their features bore 
The fwarthy marks of Phaeton's ^ fall of yore ; 
When flaming lightnings fcorch'd the banks of Po, 
And nations Uacken'd in the dread overthrow. 
Their garb, difcover'dras approaching nigh, 
Was cotton ftrip'd with many a gaudy dye : 
Twas one whole piece ; beneath one arm, confined ; 
The reft hung loofe and fluttered on the wind ; 
All, but one breaft, above the loins was bare. 
And fwelling turbans bound their jetty hair : 
Their arms were bearded darts and faulchions broad. 
And warlike mufic founded as they row'd. 
With joy the failors faw the boats draw near. 
With joy beheld die human face appear : 



What 



» of Phaeton's fsdl^— 



I fenmt Im&u Cyemam Pbdetuus awudi^ 
Popukas uder frondet %tmbramque fonrum 
Iham etm^f \*f tmmfimm mufa filatur amor am : 
Gstunttm auUiflumaiuxilfefeneSam^ 

fiftfytnitm terras^ ttfikra veefequaiiem, ViRG. JEn. 

The hiftor ca fonndation of the foble of Phaeton is this : Phaeton was a 
ycmng enterprifing prince of Libya. Crofling the Meditenancan in queft 
of ad? entores, he landed at Epirus, from whence he went to Italy to fee 
his intimate friend Cygnns. Phaeton was (killed in aflrology, from whence 
he UTogated to himfclf the title of the fon of Apollo. One day in the heat 
of fammer, as he was riding along the banks of the Po, his hoHes took 
fright at a dap of thunder, and plunged into the river, where, together 
with their mailer, they perifhed. Cygnus, who was a poet, celebrated the 
death of his friend in verfe, from whence the fable. 

Vid. Plutar. in ?it. Pyir. 
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What natiofis thcfe^ their wondering thcughCs isplofe^ . 

What rit^ they follow, and what god adcm I 

And now with hands and kecchkfa wtVd in air 

The barb'roos race their friendly mind decfare. 

Glad were the crew» and wecn*d thtt happy day 

Should end their dangers and their toils repay* 

The lofty mafts the nimUe youths aftend^ 

The ropes they haul, and o'er the yard-^arms bend ; 

And now their bowfprite pointing to the ihore, 

(A fafe mOon^d bay,) with flacken'd fails they bore : 

With cheerfbl fliouts they fiirl the gathered fiul 

That lefs and lefi flaps quircring on the gale^ 

The prows, their fpeed ftopt, o'^ the fiffges AOd, 

The falling anchors dafli the foamiag flood : 

When fudden as they ftopt, the fwarthy race 

With fmiles of friendly welcome on each h€e^ 

The lhip*s high fides fwift by the cordage climb : 

niuftrious Gam A, with an air fublime, 

Soften'd by mild humanity, receives, 

And to their chief the hand of friendflup gives j 

Bids fpread the board, and, inftant as he faid. 

Along the deck the £eftive board is fpread : 

The fparkling wine in cryftal gobkts gbWs, 

And round and round with cheerful welcome flows. 

While thus the vine its fprightly glee infpires, 

From whence the fleet, the fwarthy chief enquires. 

What fcas they paft, what 'vantage wouU attain. 

And what the fliore their purpofe hop'd to gain ? 

From 
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From £irtheft weft» the Lufian race replfy 
To reach the golden eaftem fhores we try. 
Through that unbounded fea whofe billows roll 
From the cold northern to the fouthem pole i 
And by the wide extent^ the dreary vaft 
Of Afric's bays, afaready have we paft ; 
And many a fky have feen, and many a ihore. 
Where but fea-monfters cut the waves before. 
To ipread the glories of our monarch's reign. 
For India's ihore we brave the tracklefs main. 
Our glorious toil, and at his nod would brave 
The difmal gulphs of Acheron's black wave. 
And now, in torn, yonr race, your country tell. 
If on your lips fair truth delig^ to dwell. 
To us, unconfcioQS of the £dfehood, (hew. 
What of thefe feas and India's fite you know. 

Rude are die natives here, the Moor repl/d. 
Dark are their minds, and brute-defire their guide : 
But we, of aUen blood and ftnmgers here. 
Nor hold their cufloms imm: their laws revere. 
From Abram's « race our holy prophet fprung, 
An angel taught, and heaven infpir'd his tongue ; 
His facred rites and mandates we obey. 
And diftant empires own his holy fway. 
From ifle to ifle our trading vcflcls roam, 
Mozambic's harbour our commodious home. 



a* 



If 



• Fnm jUram't raa «w Ulj pnfhH J^rmiJ—tAahmaaxA, who was de- 
fteiided &om Uhmael, theibn of Abraham by Hagar. 
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If then your fails for India's Ihores expand^ 

For fultry Ganges or Hydafpes' ftrand. 

Here (hall you find a pilot {kiil'd to guide 

Through all the dangers of the persons tide. 

Though wide fpread flielves and cruel rocks unfeen. 

Lurk in the way, and whirlpools rage between. 

Accept, mean while, what fruits thefe iflands hold. 

And to the regent let your wifh be told. 

Then may your mates the needful ftores provide, 

Then all your various wants be here fupplied. 

So fpake the Moor, and bearing fmiles untrue. 
And figns of friendfhip, with his bands withdrew. 
O'erpowerM with joy unhoped the failors ftood, 
To find fuch kindnefs on a fhorc fo rude. 

Now (hooting o'er the flood his fervid blaze. 
The red-brow'd fun withdraws his beamy rays ; 
Safe in the bay the crew forget their cares. 
And peacefiil reft their wearied ftrength repaurs. 
Calm twilight ^ now his drowfy mantle fpreads. 
And (hade on (hade, the gloom ftill deepening (beds. 

The 

* Calm twilight nrw.^-Camoens, In this paflage, has imitated Homer in 
the manner of Virgil : by diveriifying the fccne he has made the dcfcrip-* 
tion his own. The paflagc alluded to is in the eighth Iliad : 
Ac I' or* V9 ifaiw ac(a ^aitnv <1/m^ c^Xvn 

Thus elegantly tranflated by Pope : 
As tvben the moMy rtftdgent lamp rf night, 
Q\r heaven t clear azure fpreads her f acred lights 

Wltn 
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The moon^ full orb'd, forikkes her wateiy cave, 
And lifts her lovely bead above the wave. 
The fiiowy fplendors of her modeft ray 
Stream o'er the gUftening waves, and quivering play : 
Around her, glittering on the heaven's arched brow, 
Unnumber'd ftars, enclofed in azure, glow. 
Thick as the dew-drops of the April dawn. 
Or May-flowers crowding o'er the daify-lawn : 
^e canvas whitens in the filvcry beam, 
And with a mild pale red the pendants gleam : 
The mafts' tall fhadows tremble o'er the deep; 
The peaceful winds an holy filence keep; 
The watchman's carol echo'd from the prows, 
Alone, at times, awakes the ftiU repofe. 

Aurora now, with dewy lufbe bright. 
Appears, afcendmg on the rear of night. 
With gentle hand, as feeming oft to paufe. 
The purple curtains of the morn Ihe draws ; 
The fun comes forth, and foon the joyful crew. 
Each aiding each, their joyful tafks purfue. 



WUn not a breath difiurhs the deepferene, 
Am/ mot a cloud oereef* the foiemnfcene i 
Around ber thrMe tie vivid planets rdl^ 
Andfian unnumUr*d gild the ghvfing pole^ 
0*er the dark tree* aydhwer verdure fied^ 
And ^ voitbJUver every w mmt t tt tti bead; 
TbenJhine tbevalee, the roch inprofpea rift, 
Afino^of ff^ry Uarfs from all thejkies: 
Tbe eonfcimufufaini rejeiang in tbejigbtj 
Eye the bine vank, and blefi tbe ufeful light. 



Wide 
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/Wide o^er the decks the fpreadmg fails thej tfarov; 
From each tall ipaft the waving ftreaoiers flov ^ 
AU (eems a feftive holiday on boaid 
To wekone to the fleet the ifland's lord. 
With equal joy the r^ent fails to meet. 
And brings frefh cates, his oflirings to the fleet : 
For of hb kindred race their line he deems. 
That favage race who rufh'd from Cafpia's ftreams. 
And triumph'd o'er the eaft, and Afia won, ^ 

In prond Bysantium fizt their haughty throne* 
Brave Vasco hails the chief with honeft fii^les^ 
And gift for gift with liberal hand he piles. 
His gifts, the boaft of Europe's arts difclofe. 
And fparkling red the wine of Tagus flows. 
High on the fhrouds the wondering failors hung. 
To note the Moorifli garb, and barbarous tongue: 
Nor Ie& the fubtk Moor, with wonder fifed. 
Their mien, their drefi, and lordly fliips admired: 
Much he enquires, their king's, their country's name. 
And, if from Turkey's fertile fhores they came i 
What god they worfhif^'d, what dieir facred lone^ 
What arms they wielded, and what armour wore ? 
To whom brave Gama : Nor of Hagar's blood 
Am I, nor plow from Izmael's ihores the flood ; 
From Europe's ftrand I trace the foamy way. 
To find the regions of the infant day. ' 
The God we worfhip fbrtch'd yon heaven's hi^ bow. 
And gave thcfe fwelling waves to roll below j 

The 
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The hemiipheics of tng^t and day be ijpread^ 

He fcoop'd each vak^ and rearM each mountaui^i head: 

His word produced the nations of the earthy 

And gave the fpirits of the iky their birth. 

On earth, by him, his holy lore was given. 

On earth he caoie to raife mankiod to heaven« 

And now behold, vriiat moft your eyes defirc. 

Our fliining armour, and oor arms of fire ; 

For who has ottet fai friendly peace beheld, 

Will dread to meet them on the battle^kL 

Straight as he ijpdce the warlike ftores difplay'd 
Their glorious ihew, where, tire on tire inlaid. 
Appeared of glittering fted the carabines ; 
There the plumed hehns, and ponderous brigandines^ 
O'er the broad bucklers fculptor'd orbs emboft. 
The crooked £iulchions dreadful blades were croft : 
Here clafping greaves, and plated mail-quilts ftrong, 
The long-bows here, and rattling quivers hung. 
And like a grove the bumiOi'd ipears were feen. 
With darts, and halberts double-edged between ; 
Here dread grenadoes, and tremendous bombs. 
With deaths ten thoufand lurking in their wombs ; 
And far around of brown, and duiky red^ 
The pointed piles of iron b^ were ipread. 
The bombadeers, now to the regent's view 
The thunderii^ mortars and the cannon drew ; 
Yet at their leader's nod, the fons of flame 
(For brave and generous ever are the fame) 

Withheld 
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Withheld their hands^ nor gave the feeds of fire ■ • 
To roufe the thunders of the dreadful tire. 
For Gama's foul difdsun'd the pride of fhew 
Which afts the lion o'er the trembling roe. 

i 
His joy and wonder oft the Moor expreft^ 
But rankling hate la^ brooding in his breaft ; 
With fmiles obedient tQ his will's control. 
He veils the purpofe of hb treacherous foul : 
For pilots^ conicious of the Indian (brand. 
Brave Vasco fues, and bids the Moor command 
What bounteous gifts fhall recompenfe thdr toils \ — 
The Moor prevents him with aflcnting fmiles, 
Refolved that deeds of death, not words of air, 
Shan firft the hatred of hb foul declare : 
Such fudden rage his rankling mind polleft, 
Wheng Gama's lips MelEah's name confeft. 

Oh 

K When Gama slips Mejftab^s nam cofifeft.-^ThiS, and of confequence, the 
reafon of the Moor's hate, together with the fine defcription of the ar- 
moury, is entirely omitted by Cftfienu The original is, the Moor con- 
ceived hatred, " knowing they were followers of the truth which the fon 
** of David taught." Thus rendered by Fanfliaw, 

JCfunviMg tbey/oUvw that unerring light y 
Tbf/<m of David boUi tarn biiSttk. 

By this Solomon muft be underfbod, not the Meifiah, as meant by C*- 
moens. 

** Zacocia (governor of Moiambic) made no doubt but our people were 
of fome Mohammedan comitry.^The mutual exchange of good offices be- 
tween our people and theft iflanders promiiied a long continuance of friend- 
ihip, but it proved otherwife. No fooner did Zacoda undcrftand the 
(Irangers were ChriiHans, than all his kindnefi was turned into the moft 
bitter hatred ; he began to mediUte their ruin, and ibught by every means 
to dcftroy the fleet. Ofon$u SUvtnfit Spifc. de Rchus Eman, lUgu Lufit.gelHs. 



BOOK I. THE LITSIAD. 29 

Oh dqyth of heaven's dread will, that rancorous hate 
On heaven's beft lov'd in every clime fhould wait ! 
Now fmiling round on all the wondering crew, 
The Moor attended by hb bands withdrew : 
His nimble barges fbon approached the land. 
And fhouts of joy received him on the ftrand. 

From heaven's high dome the vintage-god beheld, 
(Whoml^ nine long months his father's thigh conceal'd) 
Well-pleafed he mark'd the Moor's determined hate. 
And thus his mind revolved in iblf-debate : 

Has heaven, indeed, fuch glorious lot ordain'd ! 
By Lufus' race fuch conquefts to be gain'd 
Cer warlike nations, and on India's fhore. 
Where I, unrival'd, claim'd the palm before ! 
I, fprung from Jove ! and ihall thefe wandering few. 
What Ammon's fon unconquer'd left, fubdue ! 
Ammon's brave fon, who led the god of war 
His Have auxiliar at his thundering car ! 
Muft thefe poflefs what Jove to him deny'd, 
Poflefs what never footh'd the Roman pride ! 
Muft thefe the viAor's lordly flag difplay 
With hateful blaze beneath the rifing day. 
My name difhonoured, and my victories flain'd, 
O'ertum'd my altars, and my ihrines profan'd ! 

No— 

^ Wlom nine long months his father s thigh fM^'AxTi/.-— According to the 
Arabians^ Bacchus was noorifiied during his infancy in a cave of Mount 
McroSy which in Greek fignifies a thigh. Hence the fable. 
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No— be it mine to £ui die regent's hate ; 
Occafion feized commands die adaon's £ite. 
Tis mine — ^diis captain now my dread do more. 
Shall never fhake his fpear on India's fliore. 

So (pake die power^ and widi die ligjbtning's fli^t 
For Afric darted thro' the fields of light. 
His £otm i divine he cloath'd in human fliape^ 
And mih'd impetuous o'er die rocky cape ; 
In the dark iemblanoe of a Moor he come 
For art and old experiente known to fame : 
Him all his peers with humble deference heard9 
And all Mozambic and its prince revered : 
The prince in hafte he fought, and thus ezpreft 
His guileful hate in fiiendly counfd dreft : 

And to the regent of diis ifle alone 
Are thefe adventurers and their firaud unknown ? 
Has fame concealed their rapine from his ear ? 
Nor brought the groans of plundered nadons here ? 
Yet fUll their hands the peaceful olive bore 
Whene'er they anchored on a foreign ihore : 
But nor their feeming, nor dieir oaths I truft. 
For Afric knows them bloody and unjuft. 

The 



i Hit/orm itwni he cloaA^dm I 

AUSh tor^famfaclem eifuriaUa memSra 
£tcMitt m vukutfifi trmttfwmta mulu^ 
BtfrwUm fHftmnm tupt w r m i ■ V iE. Mm. 7. 
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The nations fink beneath their lawless force. 

And fire and blood have mark'd their deadly couHe. 

We too, linleis kind heaven and thou prevent, 

Muft fall the vidims of their dire intent. 

And, gafping in the pangs of death, behold 

Our wives led captive, and our daughters fold. 

By ftealth they come, ere morrow dawn, to bring 

The healthful beverage from the living fpring: 

Arm'd with his troops the captain will appear ; 

For confcious fraud is ever prone to fear. 

To meet them there, feleA a trufty band. 

And in clofe ambuih take thy filent ftand ; 

There wait, and Hidden on the heedlefs foe 

Ruih, and deftroy them ere they dread the blow* 

Or fay, fhould fome efcape the fccret fnare. 

Saved by their fete, Aeir valour, or their care, 

Tet their dread fell fhall celebrate our ifle. 

If fete confent, and thou approve the guile. 

Give then a pilot to their wandermg fleet. 

Bold in his art, and tutorM in deceit ; 

Whofe hand adventurous ihall their helms mifguide 

To hoftile fhores, or whelm them in the tide. 

So fpoke the god, in iemblance of a fege 

RenownM for counfel and the craft of age. 

The prince with tranfport glowing in his face 

Approved, and caught him in a kind embrace i 

And inftant at the word his l^ands prepare 

Their bearded darts and iron fangs of war. 

That 
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That Lufus' fons might purple with their gore 

The cryftal/ountain which they fought on fhore : 

And ftill regardful of his dire intent, 

A ikilful pilot to the bay he f(!nt» 

Of honeft mien, yet pra£tifed in deceit. 

Who far at diflance on the beach fhould wait. 

And to the 'fcaped, if fome fhould 'fcape the fnare. 

Should offer firiendihip and the pilot's care; 

But when at fea, on rocks fhould dafh their pride, ' 

And whelm their lofty vanes beneath the tide. 

Apollo now had left his watery bed. 
And o'er the mountains of Arabia fpread 
His rays that glow'd with gold ; when Gama rofe. 
And from his bands a truily fquadron chofe : 
Three fpeedy barges brought their cafks to £11 
From gurgling fountain, or the cryftal rill : 
FuU-arm'd they came, for brave defence prepared. 
For martial care is ever on the guard : 
And fecret warnings ever are impreft 
On wifdom, fuch as waked in Gama's breafl. 

And now, as fwiftly fpringing o'er the tide 
Advanced the boats, a troop of Moors they fp/d ; 
O'er the pale fands the fable warriors crowd. 
And tofs their threatening darts, and ihout aloud. 
Yet feeming artlefs, though they dared the fight. 
Their eager hope they placed in artful flight. 



To 
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To lead brave Gam a where unfeen by day 
In dark-brow'd fhades their fUent ambufh lay. 
"With fcornfiil gefturcs o'er the beach they ftridc. 
And pufh their levellM fpears with barbarous pride i 
Then fix the arrow to the bended bow. 
And ftrike their founding fiiields, and dare the foe. 
With generous rage the Lufian race beheld. 
And each brave breaft with indignation fwell'dj 
To view fuch foes like fnarling dogs difplay 
Their threatening tuiks, and brave the fanguine fray : 
Together with a bound they (pruig to land. 
Unknown whofe ftep firft trode the hoftik ftrand. 

Thus ^y when to gain his beauteous charmer's finile> 
The youthful lover dares .the bloody toil, 
Before the nodding bull's ftern front he ftands, 
He leaps, he wheels, he fhouts, and waves his hand3: 
The lordly brute difdains the ftripling's rage. 
His noftrils fmoke, and, eager to engage, 
His homed brows he levek with the ground. 
And ihuts his flaming eyes,^ and wheeling round 

VOL. I. D , Whh 

^ ^hu, tvben Ugaiti hit keauteotu ehurmtrtftiuUy 
TbeyoMtbfiU hver dare* the bloody toi l 

This fimilc is Ukcn from a favourite excreifc in Spain, where it is uTual 
to fee young gentlemen of the befl families, adorned with ribbons, and 
armed with a javelin or kind of cutlas, which the Spaniards call muhete, ap- 
pear the candidates of fame in the lifts of the bull-fight. Though Ca^ 
m5ens in this defcription of it has given the victory to the bull, it very Sel- 
dom €0 happens, the young caballeros being very expert at this valorous 
exerdfe, and ambitions to difplay their dexterity, which is a fuie recooi* 
mendation to the favour and good opinion of the ladies. 



34 THE LUSIAD. book i. 

VTiih dreadfbl bellowiog rofhes on die foe. 

And lays the boafifbl gxady champion low. 

Thus to the fight the fons of Lofiis fprang^ 

Nor flow to £in tfadr ample vengeance fanng: 

With (iidden roar the carabines rdoond^ 

And borfljng echoes from the hills rebound; 

The lead flies hiffing throogh the trembling air. 

And death's fell dxmons through the flaflies glare;. 

Where, op the land^ a grove of palms endofe^ 

And cafl: their fliadows where the fountain flows» 

The lurking ambufli firom their treacherous ftand . 

Beheld the combat burning on the flrand : 

They fee the flafli with fudden lightnings flare. 

And the blue fmoke flow rolling on die air: 

They fee their warriors drop, and, ftarting, hear 

The lingering thunders burfting on their ear. 

Amazed, appall'd, the treacherous ambufli fled. 

And raged 1, and curft their birth, and quaked with dread* 

The bands that vaunting fliew'd their threaten'd might. 

With flaughter gored, precipitate thdr flight; 

Tet oft, though trembling, on the foe they turn 

Their eyes, that red with luft of vengeance bum : 

Aghafl with fear and ftem with deiperate rage 

The flying war with dreadful howk they wage. 

Flints, 



O vM0 merUf € a msy^ ^ o fiho twht» 
Thus tnmflated by FanOuiw, 



TV M devils and Of dam UKifg<tmtbmfiek, 
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Flints ™9 clods, and javelins hurling as they Ej, 

As rage and wild defpair their hands fupplj. . 

And foon difperft, their bands attempt no more 

To guard the fountain or defend the Ihore : 

O'er the wide lawns no more their troops appear : 

Nor lleeps the vengeance of the viAor here ; 

To teach the nations what tremendous fate 

From his dread arm on perjur'd vows fhould wait. 

He feized the time to awe the Eaftem Worlds 

And on the breach of faith his thunders hurl'd. 

From his black fhips the fudden lightnings blaze. 

And o'er old ocean flafh their dreadful rays : 

White clouds on clouds inroll'd the fmoke afcends. 

The burfting tumult heaven's wide concave rends : 

The bays and caverns of the winding fhore 

Repeat the cannon's and the mortar's roar : 

The bombs, far-flaming, hifs along the iky 

And whirring through the air the bullets fly : 

The wounded air with hollow deafened found. 

Groans to the direful (brife, and trembles round. 

D 2 Now 



"^ Flhits, clodt, OHdjavdau turUtig at the^fiy% 
As ragey Vft, 

Jamfue faces etfaxa «w£i»/, furor arma minifirat. ViRC. ^N. I. 

The Spcmiih commentator on this place relates a very extraordinary m- 
ftance of thcfkror arma mimiftrams, A Portngnefe foldier, at the fiege of 
Din in the Indies, beinv fonomided by the enemy, and haying no ball to 
charge his mn(ket, pulled out one of his teeth, and with it fupplied the 
place of a buUet. 



36 THE LUSIAD. book r- ^ 

ifNow from the Moorifh town the fheets of fire. 
Wide blaze fucceeding blaze, to heaven afpire* - 
Black rife the clouds of fmoke, and by the gales 
Borne down^ in ftreams hang hovermg o*er the vales s 
And flowly floating round the mountain's head 
Their pitchy mantle o'er the landfcape fpread. 
Unnumber'd iea-fowl riiing from the fhore. 
Beat round in whirls at every cannon's roar : 
Where o'er the fmoke the mafts tall heads appear. 
Hovering they fcream, then dart with fudden fear ; 
On trembling wings far round and round they fly. 
And fill with difmal clang their native fky. 
Thus fled in rout confus'd the treacherous Moors 
From field to field, then, haft'ning to the flioresy _^ 

Some truft in boats their wealth and lives to fave^ 
And wild with dread they plunge into the wave ; 
Some fpread their arms to fwim, and fome beneath 
The whelming billows, ftruggling, pant for breath. 
Then whirl'd aloft their noftrils fpout the brine } 
While fhowermg flill from many a carabine 
The leaden hail their fails and veflels tore. 
Till ftruggling hard they reach'd the neighb'ring fhore : 
Due vengeance thus their perfidy repaid. 
And GiifMA's terrors to thejeaft dlfpla/d. 

Imbrown'd with duft a beaten pathway {hews ^ 
Where 'midft umbrageous palms the fountain flows ; 

From 
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From thence at will they bear the liquid health $ 
And now fole mafters of the ifland's wealthy 
With coftly fpoils and eaftem robes adom'd^ 
The joyful viOors to the fleet returned. 

"With hell's keen fires, ftill for revenge athirft. 
The regent bums, and weens, by fraud accurft, 
To ftrike a fiirer, yet a fccrct blow, 
And in one general death to whelm the foe. 
The promifed pilot to the fleet he fends. 
And deep repentance for his crime pretends. 
Sincere the herald feems, and while he ipeaks. 
The winning tears fteal down his hoary cheeks. 
Brare Gam a, touch'd with generous woe, believes. 
And from his hand the pilot's hand receives : 
A dreadful gift ! inftrufted to decoy, 
In gulphs to whelm them, or on rocks deftroy. 

The valiant chief, impatient of delay. 
For India now refumes the watery way ; 
Bids weigh the anchor and unfurl the fail. 
Spread full the canvafs to the rifing gale. 
He fpoke ; and proudly o'er the foaming tide. 
Borne on the wind, the fuU-wing'd veflels ride ; 
While as they rode before the bounding prows 
The lovely forms of fea-born nymphs arofe; 
The while brave Vasco's unfufpeAing mind 
Yet fear'd not ought the crafty Moor dcfign'd: 
' ' Much 
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Moch of the coaft he afts, and much demands 

Of Afric's fhores and India's TpCf lands. 

The crafty Moor, by vcng^ Bacchus taa^ 

Employ'd on deadly giule his baneful thoi^ ; 

In his dark mind he planned, on Gama's head 

Full to revenge Mozambic and the dead. 

Yet all the chief demanded he revcaFd, 

Nor ought of truth, that truth he knew, conceal'd: 

For thuis he wecnM to gain his caiy *rifli> 

And gain'd, betray to flavery or to death. 

And now fecurdy trufting to deflxoy. 

As erft feHc Sinon fhared the fons of Troy, 

Behold, difclofing from the iky, he cries. 

Far to the north, yon cloud-like ifle arifc : 

From ancient times the natives of the (bore 

The blood-ftain'd image on the crofi adore. 

Swift at the word, the joyful Gaua rrfd. 

For that fair iiland turn the hehn afide, 

O bring my vcflcls where the Chriftians dwdl. 

And thy glad lips my gratitude fhall tdl : 

With fuUen joy the treacherous Moor comply'd. 

And for that ifland tum'd the helm afide. 

For well Qniloa^s fwarthy race he knew, 

Their laws and faith to Hagar's offspring true ; 

Their ftrength in war, through aH the natiops rounds 

Above Mozambic and her powers renown'd ^ 

He knew what hate the Obriftian name they bore. 

And hoped that hate on Vasco's bands to pour. 

Right 
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Right to the land the faithlefs pilot fteers^ 
Rig^t to the land the glad armada bears j 
But heavenly love's fair queen »^ whofe watchful care 
Had ever been their guide, beheld the (hare. 
A fudden ftorm (he rais'd : Loud howl'd the blaft^ 
The yard-arms rattled, and each groaning maft 
Bended beneath the weight. Deep funk the prows. 
And creaking ropes the creaking ropes oppofe i 
In vain the pilot would the ipeed reftrain i 
The captain Ihouts, the failors toil in vain ; 
Aflope and gliding on the leeward fide 
The bounding veflels cut the roaring tide : 
Soon £xt they paft ; and now the flacken'd fail f 
Trembles and bellies to the gentle gale : 

Till 

* JBta Itavudy lavit fair fUMw.^— When Gflinjt anired lo the eaft, the. 
Moors were the only people who engroiled the trade of thofe parts. Jeo- 
lons of fuch formidable rinds as the Portiigaefe, they employed erery aiw 
tifice to acoompliih the deftrudtion of Oama's fleet, for they fore&w the 
coniequences of his return to Portugal. As the Moors were acquainted 
with thole feas and fpoke the Arabic language, Gama was obliged to em- 
ploy them both as pilots and interpreters. The drcqmftance now men- 
tioned by Camdens is an hiilorical truth. The Moorlfh pilot, fays De 
Barros, intended to condu A the Portuguefe into Quiloa, telling them that 
place was inhabited by ChiiAians; but a fudden ftorm ariiing, drore the 
Heet from that fliore, where death or flayery would liaTe been the certain 
fate of Gama and his companions. The villany of the pilot was after- 
wards di&OTcred. As Gama was endeavouring to enter the port of Mom- 
baze, his ihip ftruck oh a fimd bank, and findmg their purpoTe of brin^g 
him into the harbour defeated, two of the Moorifh pilots leaped into the 
fea and fwam afliore. Alarmed at this tacit acknowledgment of guilt» 
Gama ordered two other Moorifh pilots who remained on board to be ex^ 
mined by whipping, who, after Tome time, made a fiill confeffion of their 
intended villany. This discovery greatly encouraged Gama and his men, 
who now interpreted the fudden ftorm which bad driven them from Quiloa, 
as a mxxaculous intcfpofitioa of the Divine Providence in theii favour. 
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Till many a league before the tempeft' toft 

The treacherous pilot fees his purpofe croft: 

Yet Tengeful ftill, and ftill intent on guile^ 

Behold, he cries, yon dim emerging ifle : 

There live the votaries of Mefliah's lore 

In faithful peace and friendfhip with the Moor, 

Yet all was falfe, for there Melliah's name. 

Reviled and Icom'd, was only known by fame. 

The groveling natives there, a brutal herd. 

The fenfual lore of Hagar's fon prefcrr'd. 

With joy brave Gam a hears the artful tale. 

Bears to the harbour, and bids furl the fail. 

Yet watchful ftill fair love's celeftial queen 

Prevents the danger with a hand unfeen ; 

Nor paft the bar his ventVous vcflcls guides ; 

And fafe at anchor in the road he rides^ 

Between the ifle and Ethiopia's land 
A narrow current laves each adverfe ftrand ; 
Clofe by the margin where the green tide flows. 
Full to the bay a lordly city rofe : 
With fervid blaze the glowing evening pours 
Its purple fplcndors o'er the lofty towers ; 
The lofty towers with milder luftre gleam. 
And gently tremble in the glafly ftream. 
Here rcign'd an hoary king of ancient fame ; 
Mombaze the town, Mombaze the ifland's name^ 



As 
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As when the pSgrimi who with weary pace 
Through lonely waftes untrod by human race. 
For many a day difconfolatc has ftray'd. 
The turf his bed, the wild-wood boughs his fhade, 
Cyerjoy*d beholds the cheerful feats of men 
In grateful profpeA rifing on his ken : 
So Ga*ma joy'd, who many a dreary day 
Had trac'd the vaft, the lonefome watery way. 
Had feen new ftars, unlcnown to Europe, rife. 
And brav'd the horrors of the polar Ikies : 
So joy'd his bounding heart, when proudly rear'd. 
The fplendid city o*er the wave appeared. 
Where heaven's own lore, he trufted, was obcy*d. 
And holy feith her facrcd rites dilpla/d. 
And now fwift crowding through the homed bay 
The Mooriih barges wing'd their foamy way : 
To Gama's fleet with friendly fmiles they bore 
The choiceft produfts of their cultured ihore. 
But there fell rancour veil'd its ferpent-head. 
Though feftive rofes o*er the gifts were fprcad. 
For Bacchus veilM, in human ihape, was here. 
And pour'd his counfel in the fovereign's ear. 

O piteous lot of man's uncertain ftate ! 
What woes on life's unhappy journey wait ! 
When joyful hope would grafp its fond deiire. 
The long-fought traniports in the grafp expire. 



4* 
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By fea what.treacbearons «0in% wjjiat rofkuig jEbrms, 
And death atteBdaal in a thoufaad fiurms ! 
By land what ftrifej wli9tt plots of ftcret goOcj. 
How many a wound £pom many a treacherous finile ! 
O where fhall man eicape his numerous fbes» 
And reft his weary head in fafe repofe F 
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X HE fervent luftre of the evemng ray 
Behind the weftem hills now died zwdj, 
And night afcending from the dim-browed eaft^ 
The twilight gloom with deeper fhades increased ; 
When Gama heard the creaking of the oar^ 
And marked the white waves lengthening ^m the flioro* 
In many a fkiflT the eager natives came« 
Their femblance friendihipj but deceit their aim. 
And now by G a ma's anchored fhips they ride^ 
Andy Hail ! illuftrious chief, their leader criedj^ 
Your fame already thefe our reg^ns own» 
How your bold prows from worlds to us unknown 

Have 
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Have braved the horrors of the fouthern main^ 

Where ftorms and darknefs hold their endlefs reign, 

Whofe whelmy waves our weftward prows have barred 

From oldeft times^ and ne*er before were dar*d 

Bv boldeft leader : Earneft to behold 

The wondrous hero of a toil fo boW, 

To you the fovereign of jthefe iflands fends 

The holy vows of peace, and hails you friends. 

If friendfhip you accept, whate'er kind heaven 

In various bounty to thefe fhores has given, 

Whate'er your wants, your wants fhall here fupply. 

And fafe in port your gallant fleet ihall lie; 

Safe from the dangers of the faithlefs tide. 

And fudden burfting ftorms, by you untr/d i 

Yours every bounty of the fertile fhore. 

Till balmy reft your wearied ftrength reftore. 

Or if your toils and ardent hopes demand 

The various treafures of the Indian ftrand. 

The fragrant cinnamon, the glowing clove. 

And all the riches of the fpicy grove ; 

Or drugs of power the fever's rage to bound. 

And give foft languor to the fmarting wound ; 

Or if the fplendor of the diamond's rays. 

The fapphire's azure, or the ruby's blaze. 

Invite your fails to fearch the eaftem world. 

Here may thefe fails in happy hour be furl'd : 

For here the fplcndid treaiures of the mine. 

And richeft ofi^>ring of the field, combine 

To 
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To give each boon that human want requires^ 
• And every gem that lofty pride defires : 
Then here» a potent king your generous friend. 
Here let your per'lous toik and wandering fearches end« 

He faid : Brave Gam a Tmiles with heart fincere. 
And prays the her^d to the king to bear 
The thanks of grateful joy : But now, he cries. 
The blackening evening veils the coaft and ikies. 
And through thefe rocks unknown forbids to fteer ; 
Tet when the ftreaks of milky dawn appear 
Edging the eaftem wave with filver hore. 
My ready prows ihall gladly point to fhore ; 
Afllired of friendihip, and a kind retreat, 
Afiured and proffered by a king fo great. 
Yet mindful ftill of what his * hopes had cheer*d. 
That here his nation's holy fhrines were rear'd. 

He 



* IVbat hu hopes had cheer* d^'^ASttv Gama had been driven from 

Quiloa by a fodden dorm, the aiTniaoces of the Mozambic pilot that the 
city was chiefly inhabited by Chri(lians, (Irongly inclined hiih to enter the 
harbour of Mombaze ; ^ Nee uUum locum (fays Oforfus) magis opportu- 
num curandis atque reficiendis aegrotis pofle reperiri. ^ Jam eo tempore bona 
pars eoruffl, qui cum Gama confcenderant, variis morbis coafumpta fueiat, 
et qui evaferant, erant gravi invaletudtne debilitati . . . Tellus abua- 
dat fru^tibus et oleribus, et frugibus, et pecorum et armcntorum gregibus, 
ct aquis dulcibus. Utitur prztcrea mira caeli temperie. Homines vivuat 
admodum laute, et domos more no(fax> sedificant.— Mifit rex nuncios, qui 
Gamam nomine illius falutarcnt. . . . Aiunt dcinde regionem ilkm 
elle opulentiifimam, earumque rerum omnium plcniilimam» quaium.gratia 
multi in Indiam navigabant. Regem aded eOe in illos voluntate propen* 
fum ut nihil eflet tam difficile, quod nou fe eoium gratia fadturum pollice- 
retur." Ofor, 
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He aiks, if certain as the pilot told^ 

Mefliah's lore had flonriflied there of old^ 

And flourifhed ftill ? The herald marked with joy 

The pious wifh, and watchful to decoy» 

Meffiah here, he cries, has altars more 

Than all the various Ihrines of other lore^ 

O'eijoyed brave Vasco heard the pleaiing tale. 

Yet fear'd that firaud its viper-fting might veil 

Beneath the glitter of a fhew fo fair ; 

He half believes the tale, and arms agaunft the fhare. 

Withb Gam A fail'd a bold adventVous band, 
Whofe headlong rage had urg'd the guilty hand : 
Stem juflice for their crimes had afk'd their Uood, 
And pale in chains condemn'd to death they flood ; 
But faVd by GAMANfrom the fhamefiil death. 
The b bread of peace had feal'd their plighted faith. 



^Erant enim in ea cUflc decern hommes capite damnati, quibus foerat 
ca lege tIu concefla, ut quibuioinqne in lods a Gama rcU^ fuiflent, ic^o- 
nes lafttarenty hominiiffique mores et ioftitata cogno&erenL Ofor, 

During the reign of Emmanuel, and his predeceflbr John H. few crimi- 
nals were executed in PortugaL Thele great and political princes employed 
the lives which were forfeited to the public, in the moft dangerous under- 
takings of public utility. In their foreign expeditions the condemned cri- 
minals were fent upon the moft hazardous emergencies. If death was 
their fate, it was the puniihment they bad merited : if fuccefsful in what 
was required, their crimes were expiated ; and often, as in the voyage of 
Gama, they rendered their country the greateft atonement for their guUt, 
which men in their drcumftances could poflibly make. Beftdea the merit 
of thus rendering forfeited lives of fcrvice to the community, the Portu- 
guefe monarchs have the honour of carrying this idea dill farther. They 

were 
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The deiblate coaft, when ordered, to explore^ 

And dare each daiigdr of the hoftile fliore : 

From this bold band he chofe the fubtleft two^ 

The port, the city^ and ks ftrength to view. 

To mark if fraud its fecret head betrayed. 

Or if the rites of heaven were there difplayed. 

With coftly gifts, as of their truth fecure. 

The pledge that Gama deemed their faith was pure, 

Thefe two his^heralds to the king he fends : 

The faithlefs Moors depart as fmiling friends* 

Now thro' the wave they cut their foamy way. 

Their chearfiil fongs refounding through the bay : 

And now on fliore the wondering natives greet. 

And fondly hail the ftrangers from the fleet. 

The prince their gifts with friendly vows receives. 

And joyftd welcome to the Luflans gives ; 

Where'er they pafs, the joyftil tumult bends. 

And through the town the glad applaufe attends. 

But he whofe cheeks with youth immortal flione. 

The god whofe wondrous birth two mothers own, 

Whofe 

were the firft who devifed that moft political of all puniQiments, tranfpor- 
tation to foreign Settlements. India and the Brazils received their crimi- 
nals ; many of whom became afterwards ufeful members to (bciety. When 
the fubje^t thus obtrudes the occafion, a (hort digrcflion, it is hoped, will 
be pardoned. While every feeling breafl muft be pleafed with the wiildom 
and humanity of the PortugueTc monarchs, indignation and regret muft 
rife on the view of the prefent (htte of the penal laws of England. What 
multitudes every year, in the prime of thbir life, end their days by the 
hand of the executioner ! That the legislature migtt deviie means to make 
the greateft part of thefe lives ufeful to fbciety, is a fa£t, which furely can- 
not be difputed ;— though perhaps the remedy of an evil fo (hocking te ' 
humanity, may be at ibme diftance. 
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Whoie rage had ftill the wandering fleet annoyed^ 

Now in the town his guileful rage employed. 

A Chriftian prieft \ie feem'd ; a fumptuous c fhrine 

He rear'd^ and tended with the rites divine : 

O'er the fair altar waved the crofs on high, 

Upheld by angels leaning from the iky ; 

Defcending o'er the- Virgin's facred head 

So white, fo pure, the holy fpirit fpread 

The dove-like pi^hired wings, fo pure^ lb white ; 

And, hovering o'er the chofen twelve, alight 

The tongues of hallowed fire. Amazed, oppreft. 

With facred aWe their troubled looks confeft 

The infjpiring godhead, and the prophet's glow. 

Which gave each language from their lips to flow. 

Where thus the guileful power his magic wrought, 

De Gama's heralds by the guides are brought : 

On bended knees low to the earth they fall. 

And to the Lord of heaven in tranfport call ; 

While the feign'd prieft awakes the cenfer's fire. 

And clouds of incenfe round the ihrine afpire. 

With cheerfiil welcome here, carefs'd, they ftay. 

Till bright Aurora, meflcnger of day, 

Walk'd 



« Oh ity the flaure of thatfiape be placi^ 
In xvbUh the holy fpirit did alight , 
*rbe piBure of the dove^ fo -white, fo cbaft. 
Oh the Uejl Virgin s head, fo ebafie, fo white. 

In thefe lines, the bed of all Fan(haw, the happy repetitioii, " fo chaAe, 
fo white " is a beauty which, though not contained in the original, the 
prefent tranflator was unwilling to lofe. 
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Walk'd forth ; and now the fun's refplendent rays, 

Tet half emerging o'er the waters, blaze. 

When to the fleet the Mooriih oars again / 

Dalh the curl'd waves, and waft the guilefiil train : 

The lofty decks they mount. With joy elate. 

Their fiiendly welcome at the palace-gate. 

The king's fincerity, the people's card. 

And treafures of tt^e coaft the fpies declare : 

Nor paft untold what moft their joys infpired. 

What moft to hear the valiant chief defired. 

That their glad eyes had feen the rites divine. 

Their country's worfhip, and the facred fhrinc. 

The pleafing tale the joyftd Gam a hears ; 

Dark fraud no more his generous bofom fears : 

As friends fincere, himfelf fincere, he gives 

The hand of welcome, and the Moors receives. 

And now, as conlcious of the deftin'd prey, 

The faithlefs race, with fmiles and geftures gay. 

Their fkifis forfaking, Gama's fliips afcend. 

And deep to ftrike the treacherous blow attend. 

On {hore the truthlefs monarch arms his bands. 

And for the fleet's approach impatient ftands : 

That foon as anchored in the port they rode 

Brave Gama's decks might reek with Luflan blood : 

Thus weening to revenge Mozambic's fate, 

And give ftiU furfeit to the Moorifli hate ; 

And now, their bowfprits bending to the bay. 

The joyful crew the ponderous anchors weigh, 

VOL. I. E Their 
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Their {bouts the wkUe refounding. To the gale 
With eager hands thej fpread the fore-maft fail.- 
But love's fair queen the (ecret fraud beheld i 
Swift as an arrow a'er the battle-field^ 
From heaven flie darted to the watery p&dn. 
And called the fea-bom nymphs^ a lovely train,. 
From Nereus fjpning ; the ready nymphs obey. 
Proud « of her kindred birth,^ and own her fway. 

She 

^ Proud of 6er kmdrtd Krtb.^TWt French tmnflator has the foDbwing 
note on this place, ** Ch atdroU efi tun ie anx ftd meidrad cm J At n tAxitaar f 
** baUit datu la mytholtgie, et at memo tarn eomtim de paArtAon fin edUgm de» 
** wmtdi, Jl J a iiem pnt de gens^ ftd em li/amt m^ &c.— — This is one of the 
" places which diicover onr author's kitiisiate aoquaintance with mythol^gy^ 
** and at the fiune time how much attention his allegory requires. Many 
« readers, on fihding that the prote^brfs of the Lufians Iprung from the 
^ Tea, would be apt taexcUum, Behold, the birth of the teneftriai Yenus ^ 
*< How can a nativity fb diigraceful be afcribed to the celeftial Venus, wha 
^ reprefenU religion ? I anfwer, that Camdens had not his eye on thofe 
« fables, which derive the birth of Venus from the lipim of the waves». 
'* mijied with the blood which flowed from the diiboneft wound of Satnin.^ 
** he carries his views higher; his Venus is from a fable more noble. Ni- 
** gidius relates, that two fiflies one day conveyed an egg to the Tea Ihoie : 
« This egg was hatched by two pigeons whiter than fnow, and gave birth 
f to the Aflyrian Venus, which, in the Pagan theology, is the fiune vTXth 
^ the celeftial : She inftru£ted mankind m rcligioir, gave them the ieflbor 
" of virtue and the laws of equity. Jupiter, in reward of her labours, pro* 
** mifcd to grant her whatever (he defifed. She prayed him to give immop> 
<* tality to the two fiAics, who had been mAnunentai in her birth, and the 

** fiihes were accordingly placed in the zodiac. This fable 

*■ agrees perfeAly with religu>n, as I could dearly (hew ; but I think it more 
*< proper to leave to the ingenious reader the pleaCure of tradng the aUe^ 
** gory.*^ Thus Cij^rrtf.— -Befides the above, mythology g^ves two other 
accounts of the origin of the fign Pifccs. When Venus and Cupid fled 
from the rage of Typhon, they were fiwed by two flftes, whoptiried then 
over the river Euphrates. The fiflies, m return, were placed in the zodiac^ 
Another fable fays, that that favour was obtained by Neptune for the two 
dolphins, who firft brought him his beloved Amphitrtte* This variety n» 

the 
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She tells what ruin threats her £ivVite race ; 

Unwonted ardour glows on every face ^ 

With keen rapidity they bound away, 

Daih'd by their filver limbs, the billows grey 

Foam round : Fair Doto, fir'd with rage divine. 

Darts through the wave ; and onward o'er the brine 

The *■ lovely Nyfe and Nerine fpring 

With all the vehemence and the (peed of wing. 

E a The 

the Pagan mythologjr is, at leaft, a proof that the allegory of a poet ought 
not, without full ezaminatbn, to be condemned on the appearance of in- 
confiftency. 

'i^fo, Nyfe^ ami iVmtv.*— Cloto, or Cbtho, as Caftera obferves, has by 
ibme error crept into almoft ail the Portugoefe editions of the Lufiad. 
Clotho was one of the fates, and neither Hefiod, Homer, nor Virgil have 
giTcn (iich a vauat to any of the Nereides ; but in the ninth iEneid Doto 
is mentionedy 

— — — — MagmfutjiMo 

JEfuorii tjft Deasy qtulu Nereia DU9 

Ei GalaUaficatJ ^ t mt mt em peamrt ptmhtm. 

The Nereides, in the Luiiad, fays Caftera, are the virtues divine and hu* 
man. In the firft book they accompany the Portugnefe fleet ; 
— «— > hefare ibe hotauStig fintv* 
Tie lovely /oTMu of/co-lorm i^fmpbt mrofe, 

*■ And without doubt, iays he, this allegory, in a lively manner^ reprefenU 
the condition of mankind. The virtues languifli in repofe ; adverfities ani- 
mate and awake them. The fleet fidling before a favourable wind is fol- 
lowed by the Nereides, but the Nereides are icattered about in the Tea. 
When danger becomes imminent, Venus, or religion, aflembles them to its 
iafety.*' That this manner of allegory is in the true Ipirit of Homer, fee 
the note on the allegorical machinery of that great father of poetry, near 
the end of the fixth Lufiad. The following, from Caflera, is indeed highly 
pedantic. <* Doto, continues he, is derived from the verb AiIw/m, / ^ve. 
** According to this etymology, Doto is charity, Nyfe is hope, and Ncrme 
** faith. For the name Nyfe comes from Nl«, I fvnm. For the a£tion of 
*< hope agrees with that of fwimming, and is the fymbol of it. Nerine is 
" a term compofed of yiiCKy am old word, which fignifies tbt wattrj D/tltfia, 

*» aa4 
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The curving billows to their breafts divide> 

And ^ve a yielding pafiage diroagh the tide. 

With furious fpeed the goddefi rufli'd before^ 

Her beauteous form a joyful triton bore, 

Whofe eager face, with glowing tTuftart fired> 

Betrayed the pride which fnch a tafk infpired* 

And now arrival, where to the whiftling wind 

The warl&e navy's bending mafts reclin^d^ 

As through the billows rufh'd the fpeedy prows^ 

The nymphs, dividing, each her ftation chofe. 

Againft the leader's prow, her lovely breaft 

With more than mortal force the goddefs preft^ 

The fhip recoiling trembles on the tide. 

The nymphs in help pour round on every Jide^ 

From the dread bar the threatened keds to fave ; 

The £h^ bounds up, half-lifted from the wave. 

And, trembling, hovers o'er the watery grave. 

As when alarm'd, to fave the hoarded grain. 

The care-earned ftore for winter's dreary reign> 

So toil, fb tug, fo pant, the labouring emmet train. 

So toil'd the nymphs, and ftrain'd their panting force 

To turn % the navy from its fatal courfe : 

Back, 

*< and of fPn, a fie; as if one (hootd fay, the fit «f tiefia watertf a myfte- 
** rions expreflion, applicable to faith, which is the file of our ibiil, and 
*< which is rendered perle^ bf the water of baptifin.'* Our French pan- 
phrift wifely adds, that perhaps ibme perfons may defptfe this etymologyy 
but that for his part, he is unwilling to rcjed it, as it tends to oniSTel the 
allegory of his author. 
■ Imitated from Virgil. 

Cymatboejimtti, et Trhon adnixtu aaOo 

JDttmdtmi ntnKtfaptthi VlRQ. JEx. I* 
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Back^ back the fhip recedes ^ Jn vain die crew 

With ihouts #A ihouts their various toils renew ; 

In vain each nerve^ each nautic art they ftrain. 

And the rough wind diftends the fadl in vain : 

Enraged^ the £ulors fee their labours croft; 

From fide to fide the reeling helm is toft i 

High on the poop the Ikilful mafter ftands ; 

Sudden he ihrieks aloud, and fpreads his hand s ■ 

A lurking rock its dreadful rifts betrays^ 

And right before the prow its ridge difplays ; 

Loud ihrieks of horror firom the yard-arms rife. 

And a dire general yell invades the Ikies. 

The MocH^ ftart, fear-ftruck, at the horrid founds 

As if the rage of combat roared around. 

Pale are their lips, each look in wild amaze 

The horror of dcteftcd guilt betrays. 

Pierc*d by the glance of Gama's awfiil eyes 

The confcious pilot quits the helm and flies. 

From the high deck he plunges in the brine i 

His mates their fafety to the waves coniign ; 

Dafii'd by their plunging faUs on every fide 

Foams and boils up around the rolling tide. 

Thus Ik the hoarie tenants of the fylvan lake, 

A Lycian race of old, to flight betake $ 

At 

^ 7%Mt tie boarfe Irjianff .— Latona, fays the fable, flying from the ferpent 
Python, and faint with thirft, came to a pond, where fome Lycian peaiants 
were cutting the buhulhes. In revcngp of the infults which they offered 
her hi preventing her to drink, (he changed them into frogs. This fable, 
ftyi Caftera, like ahnoft all the red, is drawn from hiftory. Philocorus, as 

cited 
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At every found they dread Latona's hate^ 
And doubled vengeance of their former £tte ; 

AU 

eited by Boccace, rebtes, that the Rhodi^ns having dechred war sgain(t; 
the Lycians, were aflifted by fome troops from Delos, who carried the 
image of Latona on their ftandards. A detachment of theie going to 
drink at a lake in Lycia, a crowd of pcsjkals endeavoured to prevent them. 
An encounter enfiicd; the peafants fled to the lake for ihelter, and were 
there (lain. Some months afterwards their companions came in ieaich of 
their corpies, and finding an unufaal quantity of frogs, imagined, acoord- 
iog to the fuperftition of then* age, that the foub of their friends appeared 
to them under that metamorphofis. 

Is it allowable in epic poetry to introdooe a bompariibn taken from a low 
image ? This is a queftion which has exerdied the abilities of critics and 
tranflators, till critidfm has degenerated ipto trifling, and learning into pe* 
dantry. To fome it may perhaps appear needful to vindicate Camoens, 
in a point wherein he is fnpported by the anthority of Homer and ViipL 
Yet as many readers are infeAed with Xhtfamg frwloi ^ RoUin or n Perrault, 
an obfervation in defence of our poet cannot be thought impertinent. If 
we examine the fined eflfiifions of genius, we ihall find, that the moft ge- 
nuine poetical feeling has often dictated thoTe fimiles which are drawn from 
familiar and low objects. The facred wnters,and the greatefl poets of every 
nation, have uTed them. We may therefore conclude, that the critidfin 
which condemns th^m is a refinement not founded on Nature. But, al- 
lowing them admiflible, it muft be obferved, that to render them pleafing 
requires a peculiar happineis and delicacy of management. When the poet 
attains this indifpenfable point, he ^ves a ftiiking proof of his^elegance, 
and of his maAerihip in his art. That the fimiles of the emmets and of 
the frogs in Camoens are happily exprefled and applied, is indifpatabie. In 
that of the frogs tl^ere is a peculiar propriety, both in the companion it- 
ielf, and in the allusion to the fable ; as it was the intent of the poet to re- 
prefent not only the flight, but the bafenefsof the Moon, The fimile he 
feems to have copied from D^te, Inf. Cant. o. 

Cemt le rant imtaiau a la tuuuca 
Bifaaper Vtuquaft tUlegium* tutte 
Fin (be a la terra fiafama i*aUka, 

And Cant. a». 

E come a f-orlo de tacfua ^un fijpf 
Stan U ranocebi pur fol wiufo fuori 
Si* cbe ftUm i pUcU^ tfaltrogrojfo^ 
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All fudden plunging leave the margin green. 

And but their Ixeads above the pcxd are feen. 

So plunged the Moors, ^rfaen, horrid to bdiold ! 

From the bar'd rod^s dread jaws the billows rdl'd. 

Opening in inftant fate the fleet to whelm. 

When ready Vasco caught the daggering helm : 

Swift as his lofty voice refounds aloud 

The ponderous ^mchors dafh die whitening floods 

And round his veflel, nodding o'er the tide. 

His other fhips, bound by their anchors, ride. 

And now revolving in his piercing thought 

Thefe various fcenes with hidden import fraught ; 

The boaftftil pilot's fel£-accufing flight. 

The former treafbn of the Moorifh fpite ; 

How headlong to the rock the ftirious wind. 

The boiling current, and their art combined, 

Tet though the groaning blaft die canvais fwell'd. 

Some wondrous caufe, unknown, their fpeed withheld : 

Amaz'd, with hands high rais'd, and fparkling eyes, 

A > miracle I the raptur'd Gama cries, 

A miracle! 

* A jifiraei<rw-— Ofoilus g^TCS the followfaig account of this adTenture. Tak- 
ing of the two eidles whom Gama had fent on ihore ; Rex beta et hilui 
f ronte txdti eycepit, imperaTitque domeftkis fids, tit illis urUs fitvm et 
pulchntudinem demoniharent. Ubi Tcro reverfi fimt, Rex nralta aromai* 
turn genera, que ex India deportari fblent, iUSs oftentat, et quantnlum vifiua 
eft donat, n« Gams monfbare poflent, et admoaere, qnanto eflet utiUnf 
apnd Regem amicum rem gerere, qn^ Titam tarn pericnlofie navig^tiooi 
committere. Com his mandatis redennt exules in ckilem, Gama mirificd 
lartatns eft, et poftridie ancfaoras toUi jnbet, et naves prope nrbem ooafti* 
tui. Cibn Ter6 illius nayis seftns indtatl Ti celerins, quam oommodma 
efiety inTcberetar, timeos ille nd in Tadnm iaaderet, rth contnhcffe ec an- 

chons 
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A miracle ! O hail thou facred fign^ 

Thou pledge illuftrious of the care diraje*! 

Ah ! fraudful malice-! how ihall wiidom's care 

Efcape the poi£bn of thy ^ded fnare ! 

The front of honefty^ the faintly ihew^ 

The fmile of friendfhipj and the holy vow^ 

Ally all conjoin'd our eafy faith to gain^ 

To whelm us, ffaipwreck'dy in the ruthlefs main ^ 

But where our prudence no deceit could fpy, 

There, heavenly guardian, there thy watchfid eye 

Beheld our danger : ftill, O ftill preventi 

Where human forefight fails, the dire intent. 

The liu-king treafon of the fmiling foe \ * 

And let our toils, oor days of lengthening woe> 

Our weary wanderings end. If ftill for thee. 

To fpread thy rites, our toils and vows agree> 

On India's ftrand thy facred flirines to rear, 

Oh^ let fome friendly land of reft appear ! 

If for thine honour we thefe toils have dar'd, 

Thefe toils let India's long^fought ftiore reward ! 

So 

chores demittere confoftim juBit. • • • . Quo fa£lo MozamUquenfes 
gobernatores metu re|lentiaq perculfi^ fe praecipites in mare dejidunt, ct ad 

iintresqivirdam, quae non procul aberant, xiando confugiunt At 

Oama i9a|[oU voctbiw ad oos» qiu in lintribus erant, inclamavit, ut libi iiios 
guberpatorcs redderent : at Uli damores illius aipetnatii gabematores io 
tetram expc^uenmt. Hie Oama aim et conje^hira^ et aiiquo etiam Arabis 
l^bernatoris indido, et muftis praeterea ijgnis» pe]:ii)^xiilet ^ quanto pcri- 
culo fuiflet avxUio divino liberatus, manus in caelum AilbiUt. Baax>5 and 
CaAaneda, in relating this part of the voyage of GUtma* fiiy, that the i]eet, 
iaft as they were entering the port of Mombafla wexe driven bad(, as it 
were, by aQ invidbU hand. The iafety of the aitnada depended upon this 
dccumftance. 
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So fpdce the chief: The fiom accents move 
The gentle bofom of cckftial kyve: 
The beauteous iigeen to hiskvea now darts away ; 
In vain the weeping nymfte ia^>lore her ftay : 
Behind her now the momiog ftar flie leaves^ 
And the ^ fixth heaven her lowejif form receives. 
Her radiant ^es fudi^ Uvicig fplendors caft^ 
The fparkling ftars wfsape brighlp«Vl as fhe paft ; 
The frozen pole with ibdden ftreandets £ow'd^ 
And as the bming Bone with fervor glowed. 
And now^ cfm&&, before the throne of Jove^ 
In all her charms appears the queen of love : 
Flulh'd by the ardour of her rapid flight 
Through fields of setber and die realms of lig^t^ 
Sright as the blufhes of the rofeate mom. 
New blooming tints her glowing cheeks adorn ; 
And all that pride of beauteous grace ihe wore. 
As 1 when in Ida's bower ihe flood of yore^ 

When 

* As the planet of Jupiter is in the fuLth heaven, the author has with pro- 
priety there placed the throne of that God. Caftcra. 

^ jU tvim m Ida^i howirfiefioodof yortj^^ ytnUndt let cmftun, ikys Cai^ 
** t/OMyfe retricr fue cet emlreihci ne cmviaii mdlementa la Vemu cda^* i lam 
^ aware of the ob>e€tion» that this paflage is by no means applicable to the 
■< celeftial Venus. I anfwer once for all, that the names and adventures of 
*' the Pag^ divinities are to blended and uncertain in mythology, that a 
*< poet is at great liberty to adapt them to his allegory as he pleaTes. Evea 
" the fables» which to thofe who penetrate no deeper than the md, may 
*< appear as profane, even thefe contain hiftoikal, phyfical, and moral 
** truths, which fully atone for the Teeming licentiouTnefs of the letter. I 
« could prove this in many infiances^ but let the preient fuffice. Paris, ion 
<< of Priam, king of Troy, fpent his firft years as a (hepherd in the country. 
** At this time Juno, Minerva, and Venus difputed for the apple of gold, 

•• which 
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When every chaim, and every hope of joy 

Enraptured and allured the Trojan boy. 

Ah ! ^ had that hunter, whofe unhappy £ite 

The human.vifage loflr by Dian's hate. 

Had he beheld this fiurer goddefi move 

Not hounds had ilain him, but the fires of love. 

Adown her neck, more white than virgin fnow. 

Of fofteft hue the golden trefles flow; 

Her heaving breafts of purer, Ibfter white, 

Than fnow hills glifiening in the moon's pale light. 

Except where covered by the lafh, were bare. 

And n love, unfeen, fmil'd foft, and panted there. 

Nor lefs the zone the god's fond zeal employs; 

The zone awakes the flame of fecret joys. 

As 

** which wu deftmed to be gLrtn to the moft beautiful goddeft. They oon- 
** Tented that Paiis (hould be their judge. His equity claimed this honour. 
** He £kw them all naked. Juno promiied him riches, Minerva the fia- 
** encesy but he decided in favour of Venus, who promifed him the pofle^ 
" Hon of the moft beautiful woman. What a ray of light is contained in 
** this philofophical fable ! Paris reprtfents a (hidiotts man, who, in the 6^ 
" lence of folitude, fecks the fupreme good. Juno Is the emblem of riches 
** and dignities, Minenra, that of the fences purely human, Venus is that 
" of religion, which contains the feiences both human and di?ine ; the 
** charming female, which (he promifes to the Trojan fiiepherd, is that dirine 
^ wifdom which gives tranquillity of heart. A judge £:> philofophical as 
"^ Paris would not hefitate a moment to whom to give the apple of gold." 

* Ab^'bad tbat biaUr.'^** The allegory of CamOens is here obvious. If 
* Afteon, and the flaves of their violent paiCons could difcover the beauties 
'* of true religion, they would be aftoniChed and reclaimed ; according to 
** the ezprefCon of Seneca, Si virtus etmifojfei ocuiis corporw^ cmtut ad amvrtm 
•^/lampeilieeret, Caftera. 

» Amdhvey umfien^'^J* That is divine love, which always accompanies reli- 
^ gion. Behold bow our author injQnuates the excellence of his moral !" 
Caftera. 

Camdens, 



As ivy tendrils^ round her Umbs divine 
Their fpreadiog arms the young deiires entwine : 
Below her waift^ and quivering on the gale^ 
. Of thmneft texture flows the iilken veil : 
(Ah I where the lucid curtsdn dimly fhows^ 
With doubled fires the roving fancy glows i) 
The hand of modefty the foldings threw^ 
Nor all concealed, nor all was given to view. 
Yet her deep grief her lovely face betrays^ 
Though on her cheek the foft finile faultering plays. 
All heaven was mov'd— *a8 when fome damfel coy. 
Hurt by the rudeneis of the amorous boy. 
Offended chides and fmiles ; with angry mien 
Thus mixt with fmiles, advanced the plaintive queen } 
And o thus : O Thunderer ! O potent Sire ! 
Shall I in vain thy kind regard require I 
Alas I and cherilh ftill the fond deceit. 
That yet on me thy kindeft fmiles await I 
Ah heaven I and muft that valour which I love 
Awake the vengeance and the rage of Jove I 
Yet mov'd with pity for my £av'rite race 
I fpeak, though firowning on thine awful face 

I mark 



Camdens, as obrenred in the preface, has twice ailerted, that his machi- 
nery is allegorical. The poet's aflertion, and the tafte of the age in which 
he wrote, ibfficiently vindicate the atdeavour to onniTel and explain the al- 
legory of the Lufiad. 

• Ami tbus^ ibimdertr,'^Tht following fpeech of Venus, and the reply 
of Jupiter, are a fine imitation from the firft iEneid, and do great honour 
|o the dafficat tafte of the PoitugacTc poet. 
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I mark the tenor df the dread decs^ee. 

That to thj wrath configns my fom and me. 

Tes ! let ftern Bacchtis bids thy partial care^ 

His be the triumph, and be mine defpair. 

The bold adventurous fbns of Tagos clime 

I loved — ^alas J that love is now their crime : 

O happy they, and profpVous gales their fate. 

Had I puriued them with relentlefs hate ! 

Tes f let my woeful fighs in v«n imj^ore. 

Yes ! let them perifh on feme barb'rous fliore. 

For I havjc loved them — ^Here, the fwelling figh 

And pearly tear*<lrop rufhing in her eye. 

As morning dew hangs trembling on the rofe. 

Though fond to fpeak, her fiurther ipeech oppofe — 

Her lips, then moving, as the pauie of woe 

Were now to ^ve the voice of grief to flow : 

When kindled by thofe charms, whole woes might move» 

And melt the prowling tyger's rage to love. 

The thundering god her WGcpmg forrows ey'd^ 

And fudden threw his awfiil ftate afide: 

With that mild look which ftil}s the driving fiorm. 

When black roU*d clouds the face of heaven deform i 

With that mild vifage and benignant mien 

Which to the iky reftores the blue ferene. 

Her fnowy neck and glowing cheek he preft. 

And wip'd her tears, and clalped her to his breaft : 

Yet ihe, ftill iighing, dropt the trickling tear. 

As the chid nuriling mov'd with pride and fear, 

StiH 
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Still fighs and moansj though fondkd and careft; 

1111 thus great Jove the Sites decrees confeft: 

O thou^ my daughter, ftill belov'd as fair, 

Vam are thy fears, thy heroes claim my care : 

No power of gods could e^er my heart incline, 

like one fond finile, one powerful tear of thine. 

Wide o'er the eaftem fhores Ihalt thou behold 

The flags far-ftreaming, and thy thunders rolled j 

While nobler triumphs fhall thy natbn crown. 

Than thofe of R(»nan or of Greek renown. 

If by mine sdd the £ipient Gredc could braTc 
The Ogycian feas, nor p fink a deathleis flave ; 
If through th* Dlyrian fhelves Antenor bore. 
Till fafe he landed on TinuTus' {bore ; 
If, by his fate, the pious Trojan led. 
Safe through Charibdis's barkix^ whiripools iped : 
Shall thy bold heroes, by my care difclaim'd. 
Be left to pcriAi, who, to worlds unnamM 
By vaunting Rome, purine their dauntlefs way ? 
No— fbon ihalt thou with raviih'd eyes furvey. 
From ibream to flream their lofty cities fpread, 
And their proud turrets rear the warlike head ; 
The ftern-brow'd Turk fhall bend. the fuppliant knee. 
And Indian monarchs, now fecure and free. 
Beneath thy potent monarch's yoke fhall bend. 
Till thy jufllaws wide o'er the eaft extend. 

Thy 

f ■■ NorfiiM a demtBlefi /roe.— 4. e. The flave of Calypib, who o^ 

£ered Ulf He* immortality on condition he would live with her. 

\ 
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Thy chief, who now in error^s circling maze. 

For India's fhore through ihelves and tempefts ftrays ; 

That chief fhalt thou bdiold, with lordly pride. 

O'er Neptune's trembling realm triumphant ride* 

O wondrous £ite ! when not a breathing <l gale 

Shall curl the billows, or diftend the fail. 

The wave ihall boil and tremble, aw'd with dread. 

And own the terror o'er their empire fpread. 

That hoftile coaft, with various ftreams fupfdied, 

Whofe treacherous fons the fountain's gi&s deny'd^ 

That coaft fhalt thou behold hb port fupply, 

Where oft thy weary fleets in reft ihall lie. 

Each (hore which weav'd for him the fnares of death. 

To him thefe fhores ihall pledge dieir ofEer'd £nth ; 

To him their haughty lords ihall lowly bend. 

And yield him tribute for the name of friend« 

The Red-fea wave ihall darken in the ihade 

Of thy broad fub in frequent pomp diipla/d ; 

Thine eyes ihall fee the golden Ormuz' ihore. 

Twice thine, twice conquered, while the fturious Moor, 

Amazed, 

i^-^HP^Zm jut a hreathmggaUfiaU cmi Oe iaUm^''-^ta the Portugae(e 
had made great conquefts in India, Gama had the honour to be appoantcd 
y'uxxQj. In 15 »4, as he failed thither to take poiTeflion of his government, 
his fleet was becalmed on the coaft of Cambaya, and the (hips ftood moti- 
onle(s on the water : inftantly, without the leaft change of weather, the 
waves were fh;^keQ with the moft violent agiution. The (hips were toiled 
about ; the iailors were terrified, axid in the utmoft confnfion, thinking 
themielves loft; when Gama, perceiving it to be the elTeaof an earthquake, 
with his wonted heroifm and prudence, ezdaimed, *< 0/%obatareyoit afrrndt 
Doytm natfet tevo tbe 9uam trewMa umkr ittfintrnpu /'* Barros, L. 9. C I. 
and Faria (torn. I. C. 9.) who (ays, that iiich as Uy lich of fevers were cnred 
bytheftight. 
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Amazed^ ihaU view his arrows backward r driven^ 
Showered on his legions by the hand of heaven. 
Though twice aflailed by many a vengeful band, 
Unconquered ftill (hall Dio's ramparts ftand ; 
Such prowefs there (hall raife the Lufian name 
That Mars fhall tremble for his blighted £une ; 
There Ihall the Moors, blaiphemingi fink in death. 
And curie their prophet with their parting breath. 

Where Goa's warlike ramparts firown on high. 
Pleased (halt thou fee thy Lufian banners fly ; 
The Pagan tribes in chains ihall crowd her gate. 
While fhe fublime fhall tower in regal flate. 
The fatal fcourge, the dread of all who dare 
Againfl thy fons to plan the future war. 
Though few thy troops who Conanour fufbin. 
The foe, though numerous, fhall afiault in vain. 
Great Calicut, for potent hofts renown'd. 
By Lifboa's fons aflail'd fhall fbrew the ground : 
What floods on floods of vengeful hofb fhaU wa^e 
On Cochin's walls their fwift repeated rage ! 
In vain : a * Lufian hero fhall oppofe 

His dauntlefs bofom, and difperfe the foes. 

As 

* lis arrowt iaektifard <i^T«M,^— Both Barros and Caftaneda relate this 
H£t, Albuquerk, during the war of Ormuz, having given battle to the 
Perfians and Moors, by the violence of a fudden wind the arrows of the 
latter were driven back upon themielves, whereby many of their troops 
were wounded. 

* A LyfioH b en P acheco ; in the fiege of Cochin he defeated 
fiicceflively feven numerous armies railed by the Zamorim for ^e reduction 
ofthatdty. 
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As high-^fweird vmrtSy tiiat thuAder'd to the fliCKic, 

Difperfe in feeUe ftrean^ets from the rock. 

When t blackening broad and hat o'er AdiiHn's tide 

Auguftus* fleets the flave of love defy*d. 

When that fallen warrior to the combat led 

The bravcft troops in Baftrian Scythia bred, 

With Ailan legions, and, his fhamcful bone. 

The Egyptian qoeen attendant in the train ; 

Though Mars raged high, and all his fiiry poured. 

Till with the ftorm the boilmg forges roared ; 

Yet fhall thine eyes more dreadful fcenes behold. 

On bumibg forges burning forges roll'd. 

The fheets of fo-e fer billowing o*cr the brine, 

While I my thunder to thy fons refign. 

Thus many a fea fhall blaze, and many a fhore 

Refound the horror of the combat's roar. 

While thy bold prows triumphant ride along 

By trembling China to the ifles unfong 



Br 



* IVben blackening broad and far o*er ABhtm*s /id^.- 



Hhu ope barbarica varilfque Antonitu armis 
Vi^ory, ab Aurora populu Cff tUore rubna 
JEgyptufHy virtfque oricntUf \^ uUimafecum 
JSaffra wlit : fequUurque nefut I JEgyftia oonjnx. 
Una omnet ryere, ae Mumfiumore reduf^ 
Convuf/iim remis rofirifque tridentibus ajuor. 
AHapetunt : pelago credos imtare revulfis 
Cycladaxy out monies eoneurrere montibttt aJtet t 
T'anta mole viri turrith puppibiu injiant, 
Stupeafamna mamt, telifque vfdatile ferrum 
^pargHnr: arwi nova Neptuma e^e mbefcuta, 
' y Srtrt/ medio in certamine Mavoru VlRG. JBk. ▼III. 
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By ancient bard, by ancient chief unknown, 
Till ocean's utmoft fhore thy bondage own. 

Thus from the Ganges to the Gadian ftrand, 
From the moft northern wave to fouthmqft land ; 
That land decreed to bear the injured name 
Of Magalhaens, the Lufian "* pride and fhame ; 
From all that vaft, tho' crown'd with heroes old^ 
Who with the gods were demi-gods enrolled ; 
From all that vaft no equal heroes fhine 
To match in arms, O lovely daughter, thine. 

So fpake the awful ruler of the ikies. 
And Maia's fon fwift at his mandate flies : 
His charge, from treafon and Mombafla's king 
The weary fleet in friendly port to bring. 
And while in fleep the brave De Gama lay, , 

To warn, and fair the fliore of reft difplay. 
Fleet through the yielding air Cyllenius glides. 
As to the light, the nimble air divides. 
The myftic helmet on his head he wore. 
And in his right the fatal rod he "" bore j 

VOL.1. F That 

■ — The Lti/tan pride andJbame.'^lAsLgalhiens, a moft celebrated navigator. 
Neglected by John (I. king of Portugal, he offered his fervice to the kingdom 
of Spain, under whom he made moft important difcoveries round the ftraits 
which bear his name, and in the back parts of South America; acquirements, 
which at this day are of the utmoft value to the Spaniih empire. Of this 
hero fee farther, X. LuHad, in the notes. 
▼ — — Tbf fatal rod be bore--^^ 

7um virg.im capit: hoc animas iUe rtHfcat Oreo 

Pallentti ; alias fub trijiia Tarfara aittit, 

Vtttfomim adimit^ut^ l^ lumina morU refigtua, Vi&a. ^n. it* 
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That rod, of power to wake the filent dead^ 

Or Ver the lids of care foft fluxnbers fhed. 

And now^ attended by the herald fame^ 

To fair Melinda's gate conceal'd he came ; 

And foon loud rumour echoed through the town. 

How from the weftem woild, from waves unknown^ 

A noble band had reach'd the iEthiop fhore. 

Through feas and dangers never dared before : 

The godlike dread attempt their wonder fires. 

Their generous wonder fond regard mfpires^ 

And all the city glows their aid to give. 

To view the heroes, and their wants relieve. 

rPwas now the folemn hour when midnight reigns. 
And dimly twinkling o'er the ethereal plains 
The ftarry hoft, by gloomy filence led. 
O'er earth and fea a glimmering palenefs fhed ; 
When to the fleet, which hemm'd with dangers lay. 
The filver-wing'd Cyllenius darts away. 
Each care was now in foft oblivion fleep'd. 
The Watch alone accuftom'd vigils kept ; 
E'en Gama, wearied by th^ day's alarms, 
Forgets his cares, reclined in (lumber's arms* 
Scarce had he clofed his careful eyes in refl. 
When Maia's fon in vifion flood confeft : 
And fly, he cried, O Lufitanian, fly ; 
Here guile and treafon every nerve apply * 
An impious king for thee the toil prepares. 

An 
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An impious people weave a thoufand fnares : 

Oh fly thefe fliores^ unfurl the gather'd fail, 

Lo, heaven, thy guide, comcnands the rifing gale ; 

Hark, loud it ruftles, fee, the gentle tide 

Invites thy prows ; the winds thy lingering chide. 

Here fuch dire welcome is for thee prepared 

As y Diomed's unhappy ftrangers fhared ; 

His haplefs guefts at filent midnight bled. 

On their torn limbs his fnorting courfers fed. 

Oh fly, or here with ftrangers' blood imbrew'd 

Buiiris' altars thou fhalt find renew'd : 

Amidft his flaughter'd guefts his altars ftood 

Obfcene with gore, and bark'd with human blood : 

Then thou, beloved of heaven, my counfel hear \ 

Right by the coaft thine onward journey fteer. 

Till where the fun of noon no fliade begets. 

But day with night in equal tenor fets. 

A fovereign there, of generous faith unftain'd^ 

With ancient bounty, and with joy unfeign'd 

Your glad arrival on his fliore fhall greet. 

And foothe with every care your weary fleet. 

F 2 And 

y As Diome^t uMBa^Jirangers,^^DioTMde, a tyrant of Thrace, who fed his 
hories with human flelh; a thing, fays the grave Caftera,/r^«« inenrfobU^ 
almoft incredible. Buiiris was a king of Egypt, who facrificed ftrangers. 

^m-'-'iliaudati tufdi BuftrUls arai ? Vi RG. G BOR. iS. 

Hercnles vanquiihed both thefe tyrants, and put them to the fame poniih- 
inents which their cruelty bad inflicted on others. liberates compofed an 
oration in honour of Bufiris; a maftcrly example of Attic raillery and fa- 
tire. To this Caflcra wifely appcab, to prove the truth of the hiftory of 
that tyrant. 
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And when again for India's golden ftrand 
Before the profperous gale your fails expand, 
A fkilfiil pilot oft in danger try'd. 
Of heart fincere, fhall prove your faithful guide* 

Thus Hermes fpoke, and as his flight he takes 
Melting in ambient air^ De Gama wakes. 
Chill'd with amaze he ftood, when through the night 
With fudden ray appeared the burfting light j 
The winds loud whizzing through the cordage figh* d 
Spread, fpread the fail, the raptured Vasco cried; 
Aloft, aloft, this, this the gale of heaven ; 
By heaven our guide th' aufpicious fign is given j 
Mine eyes beheld the meflenger divine ; 
O fly, he cried, and gave the favouring fign. 

Here treafon lurks. Swift as the captain (pake 

The mariners fpring bounding to the deck. 
And now with fliouts far-echoing o'er the fca, 
Proud of their ftrength the ponderous anchors weigh. 
When * heaven again its guardian care difpla/d ; 

Above the wave rofe many a Moorifh head 

• Concealed by night they gently fwam along. 
And with their weapons fawed the cables ftrong. 

That 

* When iMven egaiH Us guardian care <^^ijrV«— Having mentioned the 
efcape of the MooriQi pilots, Ofbrius proceeds : Rex deinde homines magno 
cum filentio fcaphis & lintribus fubmittebat, qui iecuribus anchoralia noAe 
praedderent. Quod nlH fuiflet a nodris fmguhiri Gamz induftriaTigiJatmDy 
et infidiis fcclerati illiu's regis occurfum, noftri in fummum vttae diicrimen 
incidi/Tent. ' 
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That by the fwelling currents whirFd and toft. 
The navy's wrecks might ftrew the rocky coaft : 
But now difcover'd, ^very nerve they ply, 
And dive, and fwift as frighten'd vermin fly. 

Now through the filver waves that curling rofe. 
And gently murmured round the floping prows. 
The gallant fleet before the fteady wind 
Sweeps OB, and leaves long foamy tracks behind ; 
While as they fail the joyful crew relate 
Their wondrous fafety from impending fate ; 
And every bofom feels how fweet the joy 
When dangers paft the grateful tongue employ. 

The fun had now his annual journey run, 
And blazing forth another courfe begun. 
When fmoothly gliding o'er the hoary tide 
Two floops a&r the watchful mafter fpied ; 
Their Moorifh make the feaman's art difplay'd ( 
Here Gam a weens to force the pilot's aid : 
One, bafe with fear, to certain fhipwreck flew ; 
The keel dafh'd on the ihore, efcap'd the crew. 
The other bravely trufts the generous fqe. 
And yields, ere flaughter ftruck the lifted blow. 
Ere Vulcan's thunders bellowed. Tet again 
The captain's prudence and his wifli were vain ; 
No pilot here his wandering courfe to guide. 
No lip to tell where rolls the Indian tide j 

The 
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The voyage calm, or perilous^ or aSu*, 

Beneath what heaven, or which the guidbg ftar : 

Yet this they told, that by the neighbouring bay 

A potent monarch reign'd, whofe pious fway 

For truth and nobleft bounty far renown'd. 

Still with the ftranger's grateful praife was crownM. 

Oerjoyed brave Gam A heard the tale, which feal'd 

The facrcd truth that Maia's fon reveal'd } 

And bids the pilot, warn'd by heaven lus guide. 

For £ur Melinda turn the helm afide. 

Twas now the jovial ieafon, when the mom 
From Taurus flames, when Amalthea's horn 
O'er hill and dale the rofe-crown'd Flora pours. 
And fcatters corn and wine, and fruits and flowers. 
Right to the port their courfe the fleet purfiied. 
And the glad dawn that facred day renewed. 
When with the fpoils of vanquifli'd death adom'd 
To heaven the viftor of the tomb retum'd. 
And foon Melinda's fhore the failors ipy; 
From every maft the purple ftreamers flyj 
Rich-figured tap'ftry now fupplies the fail. 
The gold and fcarlet tremble in the gale j 
The ftandard broad its brilliant hues bewrays. 
And floating on the wind wide-billowing plays j 
Shrill through the air the quivering trumpet founds, 
And the rough drum the roufing march rebounds. 

As 
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As thus regardful of the facred day 

The feftive navy cut the watery way, 

Melinda's fons the ihore in thoufands crowds 

And ofiering joyful welcome fhout aloud : 

And truth the voice infpired. Unawed by fear^ 

With warlike porap adom'd, himfelf fincere. 

Now in the port the generous Gama rides ^ 

His {lately veilels range their pitchy fides 

Around their chief} the bowfprits nod the head. 

And the barb*d anchors gripe the harbour's bed. 

Strait to the king, as friends to generous friends, 

A captive Moor the valiant Gama fends. 

The Lufian fame the king already knew, 

What gulphs unknown the fleet had labour'd through. 

What fhelves, what tempefts dared : His liberal mind 

Exults the captain's manly truft to find ; 

With that ennobling worth, whofe fond employ 

fiefiriends the brave, the monarch owns his joy. 

Entreats the leader and his weary band 

To tafte the dews of fweet repofe on land, . 

And aU the riches of his cultured fields 

Obedient to the nod of Gama yields. 

His care meanwhile their prefent want attends, 

And various fowl, and various fruits he fends ; 

The oxen low, the fleecy lambkins bleat. 

And rural founds are echoed through the fleet. 

His gifts with joy the valiant chief receives. 

And gifts in tium, confirming friend(hip, gives. 

Here 
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Here the proud fcarlet darts its ardent rays^ 

And here the purple and the orange blaze : 

O'er thefe profufe the branching coral fpread^ 

The ' coral wondrous in its watery bed : 

Soft there it creeps, in curving branches thrown i 

In air it hardens to a precious ftone. 

With thefe an herald, on whofe melting tongue 

The b copious rhctVic of Arabia hung, 

He fends, his wants and purpofe to reveal. 

And holy vows of lafting peace to feal. 

The monarch fits amid his fplendid bands, 

Before the regal throne the herald ftands. 

And thus, as eloquence his lips infpired, 

O king ! he cries, for facred truth admired, 

Ordain'd by heaven to bend the (hibborn knees 

Of haughtieft nations to thy juft decrees ; 

Fear'd as thou art, yet fet by heaven to prove 

That empire's ftrength reiults from public love : 

To thee, O king, for friendly aid we come 5 

Nor lawlefs robbers o'er the deep we roam : 

No luft of gold could e'er our breads inflame 

To fcatter fire and flaughtcr where we came ; 

Nor 

*• The coral ivomfroiu m its xuaterj haf 

f^mem erat dum Jlagma fM^ prceejerai tm£s 

Gem$mafuit, Claud. 

Sic et coraUum^ quo primum contigit auras. 

Tempore durefcit, weotlisfnit btrhafwb muSs. OtiD. 

»» The copious rhetoric of jfratia.^Thcrt were on board Gama's fleet fcfC- 
ral perfons ikilled in the Oriental languages. Ofor. 
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Nor fwordi nor fpear our harmlefs hands employ 

To feize the chiefs, or the weak deftroy. 

At our moft potent monarch's dread command 

We fpread the fail from lordly Europe's ftrand : 

Through feas unknown, through gulphs untr/d before. 

We force our journey to the Indian fhore. 

AlaS| what rancour fires the human breaft ! 
By what flem tribes are Afric's fhores poiTeft ! 
How many a wile they tr/d, how many a fnare ! 
Not wifdom fav'd us, 'twas the heaven's own care : 
Not harbours only, e'en the barren fands 
A place of reft den/d our weary bands : 
From us, alas, what harm could prudence fear ! 
From us fo few, their numerous friends fo near ! 
While thus from fhore to cruel fhore long driven. 
To thee conduced by a guide from heaven. 
We come, O monarch, of thy truth affured. 
Of hofpitable rites by heaven fecured ^ 
Such ^ rites as old Alcinous' palace graced. 
When lorn Ulyfles fat his favoured gueft. 
Nor deem, O king, that cold fufpicion taints 
Our valiant leader, or his wiih prevents : 
Great is our monarch, and his dread command 
To Our brave captain interdi£b the land 
Till Indian earth he tread : What nobler caufe 
Than loyal faith can wake thy fond applaufcj 

Othou, 

« See the E^tb Odyiley, &c. 
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O thou^ who kaoweft the eyer-^ reffing tivtighi: 

Of kingly <> office, and the cvob of ftatel 

And hear, ye confcious heavens, if Gama's heait 

Forget thy kindnefs, or from truth d^art. 

The facred light fhaQ periih from the fun. 

And rivers to the fea fhall ceafe to « run* 

He 

^ O/luHglj effce, — Camera's note on thb place is ib charafleriftical of a 
Frenchman, that the reader will perhaps be pkafed to fee it tnnicribed. In 
his text he iays, '* Tot qui ocatfaji dignement U rof^ufrtpu . I n the note 
he thus apologifes : ** Lc Poete Jit, Tens ie Rey officio^ Toi qtd/au U metier 
** de JRoi^The poet (ays, tiw who heUef the htfimfs of a Ung. ^ I confers I 
« found a ihong inclination to tranfUte this fentence literally. I find mnch 
** noblenefs in it. However, I fubmitted to the opinion of Come friends, who 
** were afraid that the ears of Frenchmen would be (hocked at the word 1^ 
'* tufi applied to a king. It is true, nevertheleTs, that royalty is a btifiit^^ 
*^ Philip II. of Spain was convinced of it, as we may difcern from one of his 
*« letters. ffaUoj (ays ht,memiy emiarafado, Ac. lamfitaiat^Mdiaam^ 
*^berfdwAtbemuUiplieityofkyJiiuf4tibat I bavemU a memtiatomyfelf, Jm 
" tntthf vfe lungs bold a lahorious office, there is little reafon to envy us.*' May the 
politene(s of England never be di%ufted with the word Bufim^ applied to a 
king! 

* The berakfs Jpeech^-^The propriety and artfulnefs of Homer*s (peeches 
have been often and juftly admired. Camoens is peculiarly happy in the 
fame department of the epopceia. The fpeech of Gama*s herald to the 
king of Mclinda is a ftriking inihuice of it. The compliments with which 
it begins have a direA tendency to the favonrs afterwards to be a(ked. Tlie 
afliirance of the innocence, the purpoTe of the voyagers, and the gveatneA 
of their king, are happily touched. The exclamation on the barbarous 
treatment they had experienced, ** Not wiiHom faved us, but heaven's own 
care,*' are maAerly infinuations. Their barbarous treatment is again re- 
peated in a Wnner to move compaflion : Alas ! what could they fear, &c 
is reafoning joined with the pathos. That they wertf conducted to Che king 
of Melinda by heaven, and weie by heaven afliired of his truth, is a moft 
delicate compliment, and m the true fpirit of the epic poem. The allu- 
fion to Alcinous is well timed. The apology for Gama's reltiial to come on 
(hore, is exceeding attfuL It conveys a proof of the g^atnels of the Por- 
tiigueie ibvereign, and affords a compliment to loyalty, which could not fail 

to 
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He Qx&e; a mnrmur of applaiufe fucceeds^ 

And each with wonder own'd the val'rous deeds 

Of that bold race, whofe flowing vanes had wav'd 

Beneath fo many a fkjy fo many an ocean brav'd. 

Nor lefs the king their loyal faith reveres. 

And Lifboa's lord in awful ftate appears, 

Whofe leaft command on fartheft fhores ohcfd. 

His fovereign grandeur to the world difplay'd. 

Elate with joy, uprofe the royal Moor, 

And, fmiling, thus, — O welcome to my ihore ! 

If yet in you the fear of treafon dwell, • 

Far from your thoughts th' ungenerous fear expel : 

Still with the brave, the brave will honour find. 

And equal ardour will their friendfhip bind. 

But thofe who fpurn'd you, men alone in fhew, 

Rude as the befUal herd, no worth they know ; 

Such dwell not here : and fince your laws require 

Obedience (Irift, I yield my fond dcfirc. 

Though much I wifli'd your chief to grace my board. 

Fair be his duty to his fovereign lord : 

Yet when the morn walks forth with dewy feet 

My barge Ihall waft me to the warlike fleet j 

There fhall my longing eyes the heroes view. 

And holy vows the mutual peace renew. 

What 



to be acceptable to a monarch. In ihort, the whole of the fpeech fnpplkatcs 
T»rarmly,bat at the fame time in the moft manly manner; and the adjura- 
tion concludes it with all the appearance of warmth and fincerity. Eufta* 
thins would have written a whole chapter on fuch a fpccch in the Iliad or 
Odyfley. 
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What from the bluftering winds and lengthening tide 
Your fhips have fufier'd^ fliall be here fupply'd. 
Arms and proin&His I myfelf will fend^ 
And^ great of fkill^ a pilot fhall attend. 

So {poke the king : And now, with purpled ray. 
Beneath the fhining wave the god of day 
Retiring, left the evening fliades to fpread ; 
And to the fleet the joyful herald Iped : 
To find fuch friends each breaft with rapture glows. 
The feaft is kindled, and the goblet flows ; 
The t;rembling comet's imitated rays 
Bound to the Ikies, and trail a fparkling blaze : 
The vaulting bombs awake their fleeping fire. 
And like the Cyclops' bolts, to heaven afpire : 
The bombardiers their roaring engines ply, 
And earth and ocean thunder to the flcy. 
The trump and fife's (hrill clarion far around 
The glorious mufic of the fight refound. 
Nor lefs the joy Melinda's fons difplay. 
The fulphur burfts in many an ardent ray, 
And to the heaven afcends in whizzing gyres. 
And ocean flames with artificial fires* 
In fedive war the fea and land engage, 
And echoing ihouts confefs the joyful rage. 
So paft the night : and now with filvery ray 
The ftar of morning ufliers in the day. 

The 
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TFhe ihadows fly before the rofeate hours. 
And the chill dew hangs glittermg on the flowers : 
The pruning hook or humble fpade to wield. 
The cheerful labourer haftens to the field ; 
When to the fleet with many a founding oar 
The monarch fails ; the natives crowd the fliore. 
Their various robes in one bright fplendor join. 
The purple blazes, and the gold-ftripes fhine ; 
Nor as ftem warriors with the quivering lance, 
Or moon-arch'd bow, Melinda's fons advance ; 
Green boughs of palm with joyful hands they wave. 
An omen of the meed that crowns the brave. 
Fair was the fhow the royal barge dlfplay'd. 
With many a flag of gliftening filk arrayed, 
Whofe various hues, as waving thro* the bay. 
Returned the luflre of the rifing day : 
And onward as they came, in fovereign ftate 
The mighty king amid his princes fate : 
His robes the pomp of eaftem fplendor ihew, 
A proud tiara decks his lordly brow : 
The various tiflue fhines in every fold. 
The filken luftre and the rays of gold. 
His purple mantle boafts the dye of Tyre, 
And in the fun-beam glows with living fire. 
A golden chain, the fkilful artift's pride. 
Hung from his neck ; and glittering by his fide 
The dagger's hilt of ftar-bright diamond {hone. 
The girding baldric burns with precious ftone •, 
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And 
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And precious ftone in ftuds of gold enchafed, 

The fhaggy velvet of his buikins graced : 

Wide o'er his head, of various filks inlaid, 

A fair umbrella caft a grateful (hade. 

A band of menials, bending o'er the prow. 

Of hom-wreath'd round the crooked trumpets bbnr ; 

And each attendant barge aloud rebounds 

A barbarous difcord of rejoicing founds. 

With equal pomp the captain leaves the fleet, 

Melinda's monarch on the tide to greet : 

His barge nods on amidft a f{dendid train, 

Himfelf adom'd in all the pride of Spain : 

With fair embroidery ^ ihone his armed tnreaft. 

For poliih'd fteel fupply'd the warrior^s veft; 

His fleeves, beneath, were iilk of paly blue. 

Above, more loofe, the purple's brighteft hue 

Hung as a fcarf, in equal gatherings rolFd, 

With golden buttons and with loops of gold : 

Bright in the fun the poliflx'd radiance bums. 

And the dimmed eye-ball from the luftre turns* 

Of crimfon fatin, dazzling to behold. 

His caflbc fwcU'd in many a curving fold; 

The make was Gallic, but the lively bloom 

Confeft the labour of Venetia's loom : 

Gold 



' with fair emhr9idery Jhame his arwuJ trtaft , Camocns feems to have his 
eye on the piAure of Gama, which is thus deicribed by Fariay Smifa. » He 
" is painted with a bUck cap,cloak and breeches edged with velvet, aU flaflieds 
** through which appears the crimfon lining, the doublet of crim(bn IkxSa, 
«< and over it his armour inlaid with gold." 
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Gold was his fwordj and warlike trowfers laced 

With thongs of gold his manly legs embraced : 

With graceful mien his cap ailant was tum'd ; 

The velvet cap a nodding plume adom'd. 

His noble afped);, and the purple's ray, 

Amidft his train the gallant chief bewray. 

The various veftments of the warrior train^ 

Like flowers of various colours on the plain^ 

AttraA the pleafed beholders wondering eye^ 

And with the fplendor of the rainbow vie. 

Now Gama's bands the quivering trumpet blow^ 

Thick o'er the wave the crowding barges row. 

The Mooriih flags the curling waters fweep. 

The Lufian mortars thunder o'er the deep ; 

Again the fiery roar heaven's concave tears, 

The Moors aftonifh'd ftop their wounded ears : 

Again loud thunders rattle o'er the bay. 

And clouds of fmoke wide-rolling blot the day ; 

The captain's barge the generous king afcends, 

Hb arms the chief enfold ; the captain bends, 

A reverence to the fcepter'd grandeur due : 

In filent awe the monarch's wondering view • 

Is fixt g on Vasco's noble mien ; the while 

His thoughts with wonder wdgh the hero's toil, 

Eftcem 

B _7& monarches wonderuig vUw isjixt m Fafco^s nMe mUtn^Tht admi- 
tition and friendihip of the king of Melinda, fo much indfted on by Ca- 
mdens, is a judicious imitation of Virgil's Dido. In both cafes inch prepa- 
ration was neccflary to introduce the long epifodes which follow. 
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Efteem and friendihip with his wonder rifcj 

And free to Gam a all his kingdom lies. 

Though never fon of Lufus' race before 

Had met his eye, or trod Melinda's ihor^ 

To him familiar was the mighty name. 

And much his talk extols the Lufian fame ; 

How through the vaft of Afric's wildeft bound 

Their deathlefs feats in gallant arms refound ; 

When that fair land where Hefper's ofispring rdgn'd. 

Their valour's prize the Luiian youth o^tain'd. 

Much ftill he talk'd, enraptured of the theme» 

Though but the faint vibrations of their £une 

To him had echoed. Fleafed his warmth to view^ 

Convinced his promife and his heart were true, 

The illuftrious Gam A thus his foul expreft. 

And own'd the joy that laboured in his bread : 

Oh thou, benign, of all the tribes alone. 

Who feel the rigour of the burning zone, 

Whofe piety, with mercy's gentle eye. 

Beholds our wants, and gives the wifh'd fupply ; 

Our navy driven from many a barbarous coaft. 

On many a tempeft-harrowed ocean toft. 

At laft with thee a kindly refuge finds. 

Safe from the fury of the howling winds. 

O generous king, may he whofe mandate rolls 

The circling heavens, and human pride controls. 

May the great Spirit to thy breaft return. 

That needful aid, beftowed on us forlorn I 

And 
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And wlule ypn fun emits his rays divine^ 
And while the ftars in midnight azure ihine. 
Where'er my fails are ftretch'd the world around^ 
Thy praife ihall brighten, and thy name refound. 

He fpoke ; the painted barges fwept the flood. 
Where, proudly gay, the anchored navy rode ; 
Eameft the king the lordly fleet furveys ; 
The mortars thunder, and the trumpets raife 
Their niartial founds Melinda's fons to greet ; 
Melinda's fons with timbrels hail the fleet. 
And now no more the fulphary tempeft roars ^ 
The boatmen leaning on the refted oars 
Breathe fliort ; the barges now at anchor moor'd. 
The king, while filence liften'd round^ implored 
The glories of the Lnfian wars^'to heair, 
Whofe fainteft echoes long had pleafed his ear : 
Their various triumphs on the Afric fhore 
O'er thofe who hold the fon of Hagar's lore. 
Fond he demands, and now demands agaia 
Their various triumphs on the weftern main: 
Again, ere readied anfwer found a place. 
He aiks the ftory of the Lufian race ; 
What god was founder of the mighty line. 
Beneath what heaven their land, what ihores adjoin ; 
And what their climate, where the finking day 
Gives the laft glimpfe of twilight's filvery ray. 

VOL. I. > G But 
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But moft^ O chief, the zealous monarch cries, 
What raging feas you braved, what louring ikies ; 
What tribes, what rites you faw ; what favage hate 
On our rude Afric proved your haplefs fate : 
Oh tell, for lo, the chilly dawning ftar 
Yet rides before the morning's purple car j 

And o'er the wave the fun's bold courfers raife 

* 

Their flaming fronts, and give the opening blaze ) 
Soft on the glafly wave the zephyrs fleep. 
And the ftill billows holy fUence keep. 
Nor lefs are we, undaunted chief, prepared 
To hear thy nation's gallant deeds declared } 
Nor think, tho' fcorch'd beneath the car of day, 
Our minds too dull the debt of praife to pay ) 
Melinda's fons the teft of greatnefs know, 
And on the Lufian race the palm beftow. 

If Titan's h giant brood with impious arms 
Shook high Olympus' brow with rude alarms i 
If Thefeus and Pirlthous dared invade 
The difmal horrors of the Stygian fhade. 
Nor lefs your glory, nor your boldnefs lefs, 
That thus exploring Neptune's laft recefs 
Contemn his waves and tempefts ! If the thirft 
To live in fame, though famed for deeds accurft. 

Could 

»• For a defence of the king of Melinda's learning, ignorantly olycacd 
to by Voltaire, fee the preface. 
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Could urge the caitiff, who to win a name 

Gave Dian's temple to the wafting flame : 

If fuch the ardour to attain renown^ 

How bright the luftre of the hero's crown^ * 

Whoie deeds of £ur empriie his honours raiie^ 

And bind his brows^ like thine, with deathlefs bays I 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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